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THE ROSS-WATIE CONFLICT: FACTIONALISM
IN THE CHEROKEE NATIŒ'Î, 1839-1865
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The la te n t  causes of fac tio n  a re  thus sam  in  the  
natu re  of man.
—James Madison
The cause o f a l l  these e v ils  was the  lu s t  fo r  
pcwer a r is in g  from greed and anibition; and frcm 
these  passions proceeded the violence o f p a rtie s  
once engaged in  contention,
—Thucydides
Since Cain slew Abel, man's h a rd est ta sk  has been to  l iv e  a t  peace 
with h is  neighbor. T hrou^out the  ages, so c ia l  and p o l i t ic a l  a llia n c e s  
have, fo r  a season, flourished  before, w ithering  away, and th e  analy sis  o f 
such so c ia l end p o l i t ic a l  d is in te g ra tio n  has in trig u ed  h is to r ia n s  from 
Thucydides to  Arnold J ,  Toynbee, Theories have been proffered  and expla­
nations have been form ulated, bu t a t  le a s t  one th ing  i s  evident: with
ra re  exceptions breakdowns in  the  so c ia l s tru c tu re  are caused by in te rn a l  
d issension. D isgruntled indiv iduals complain and a g ita te  and u ltim ate ly  
withdraw from so c ie ty  to  form a fac tio n . And fa c tio n s , l ik e  sharp-honed 
razo rs , rend th e  so c ia l  fab ric .
In te rn a l d issension  i s  un iversal and can be observed in  nearly  any 
in s t i tu H o i  which has developed and d is in te g ra te d . D isastrous schisms
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have rocked in s t i tu t io n s  from th e  Greek c i ty  s ta te s  to  the  Catholic 
Church to  the  American Union. And the  h is to ry  o f tlie  Cherokee Nation 
frcm 1839 to  1865 i s  y e t another sto ry  o f b i t t e r  fac tionalism . In  1827 
the Cherdcee Nation was firm ly un ited , bu t Anglo-Americans coveted Chero­
kee lands and th e  United S ta te s  compelled tire Indians to  remcve. Bud­
lik e  fac tio n s evolved from the leiiioval c r i s i s  and bore th e  f r u i t  o f v/rath 
with assiduous fed e ra l c u ltiv a tio n . B i t te r  d issension  fragiriented tire na­
t io n , and fo r  th i r ty  long years i n t r a - t r ib a l  h o s t i l i t y  (the  Ross-Watie 
c o n flic t)  rumbled an g rily  and exploded a t  in te rv a ls  to  shock aird dismember 
th e  na tion .
An 1846 t r e a ty ,  l ik e  a pain-deadening drug, momentarily eased y e t 
did no t heal th e  schism. A fter a few years o f harmony, th e  C iv il War 
s p l i t  th e  Cherokees along o ld  fac tio n a l l in e s .  They su ffered  in te n se ly ; 
c iv il ia n s  f led  th e  n a tio n ; so ld ie rs  p illag ed  homes and p ro s tra te d  th e  
people w ith the  fury  o f booty-crazed buccaneers; and natu re  rea sse rted  
h e r con tro l of the  land. Yet the  violence o f the  C iv il War in  th e  nation  
sprang fu l l-b lo m  from, th e  in te rn a l schism which o rig in a ted  in  1835 ra th e r  
tlian from issu es which divided th e  iM ted  S ta te s  in  1860.
Though p o lic ie s  o f th e  United S ta tes  stim u la ted  th i s  schism , Cher­
okee ambition and avarice  perpetuated i t .  Locking a t  the  impact o f  fac­
tionalism  upon th e  Cherokees, i t  i s  hoped, one can deal w ith sp e c if ic  
events and people ra th e r  than  broad g e n e ra lit ie s  while contemplating the 
nature  o f man. The consequences o f fac tiona lism  i l l u s t r a t e  no new t r u th ,  
but
Most o f th e  change we th ink  we see in  l i f e
I s  due to  tru th s  being in  and out o f favor.
As I  s i t  h e re , and o ften tim es, I  wish
I  could be monarch o f a d e se r t land 
I  could devote and dedicate  fo rever ,
To th e  t ru th s  we keep coming back and back to .
Thus th e  h is to ry  o f th e  Cherokees from 1839 to  1865 may be b e s t understood
as an enduring ten s io n  between fac tio n s led  by John Ross and Stand Watie.
The consequences o f th is  ten sion  are  obvious and e a s ily  chron ic led , but
2
one finds causes, perhaps, only in  " the  co rrup tion  o f Gian's h e a r t ."
^Robert F ro s t, "The Black Cottage."
^Robert Browning, "Gold H air."
OiAPTER I I  
I"HE NATION EMERGES
Every house was an in n , where a l l  were welcomed and feasted ; 
For w ith these  siirp le  people, who liv ed  lik e  b ro thers to g e th e r. 
A ll th ings were held  in  common, and what one had was anothers.
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Aus époques organiques l e  but de l 'a c t i v i t é  so c ia le  
e s t  nettem ent d é f in i;  tous le s  e f fo r ts  . . . sont con­
sacrés à  1 'accomplissement de ce b u t, vers lequel le s  
honnies sont continuellem ent d ir ig é s , dans le  cours e n t ie r  
de le u r  v ie , par l 'é d u c a tio n  e t  la  lé g is la t io n .
—Saint-Simon
Man's development fron  p re -h is to r ic  to  c iv iliz e d  l i f e  i s  a  record 
of h is  necessary response to  environment and God, For most peoples, th is  
saga i s  enshrouded in  th e  dusky haze o f  an unw ritten p ast. The Cherokee 
advance frcm hun ter to  c iv i l iz e d  a g r ic u l tu r i s t ,  however, occurred w ith in  
200 years and followed con tact w ith , and stim u la tion  from, an ad jacen t, 
cu lturally-advanced race.
Any con tact between contiguous cu ltu res  normally evokes e i th e r  dy- 
namic a ss im ila tio n  o r s t a t i c  segregation . A dynamic cu ltu re  spontaneously 
expands i t s  in flu en ce , though i t s  enduring impact upon o th er cu ltu res  i s  
prim arily  s p i r i tu a l  and in te l le c tu a l .  Thou^i the immediate in fluence  i s  
only upCTi a  m inority o f th e  more p rim itiv e  people, they in  tu rn  impart 
l i f e  fron  th e  newly-found c u ltu ra l  fountain  to  t h e i r  own people. The v i­
b ran t c u ltu re  can envelope and peacefu lly  a ssim ila te  the  qu iescen t one as
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long as i t s  o ffe rings a re  of a wins one n a tu re . Once th e  proponents o f the  
h i ^ e r  cu ltu re  re s o r t  to  fo rce , however, th e  p rim itiv e  peoples becone a l ­
ienated  and r e s i s t  w ith force—though o ften  w ithout success. Regardless 
of the  physical and t e r r i t o r i a l  changes wrought by th e  encounter o f such 
unequal s o c ie t ie s ,  th e  c u ltu ra l and in te l le c tu a l  advance o f p rim itive  peo­
ples i s  la rg e ly  dependent upon the  c re a t iv i ty  o f th e  h igher c u ltu re . I f  
th a t  c u ltu re  i s  tru ly  v i ta l  and c re a tiv e , i t  w i l l  win th e  h e a r ts  and minds 
of those i t  con tac ts . I f ,  on tlie  o ther hand, the  h ig h er c u ltu re  i s  deca­
den t, i t  has only the  advantage of tech n o lo g ica l-m ilita ry  power.
In  the con tact behveen Cherokee Indians and th e  expanding Ameri­
can f ro n t ie r ,  th is  c u ltu ra l interchange i s  s ig n if ic a n t .  Though recu r­
re n tly  deprived of vast areas o f t r i b a l  land , th e  Cherokees—and th e i r  
mixed-blood leaders in  p a r t ic u la r—faced and accepted th e  challenge of 
c iv i l iz a t io n  a t  th e  davm of the  n ineteen th  century . Admitting th e  fo lly  
o f armed re s is ta n c e , the. Cherokees, gripped by a c h ild - lik e  love o f know­
ledge, embraced an advanced system of economics, r e l ig io n , and government. 
For th i r ty  years th e  Indians sought a ss im ila tio n  and in te g ra tio n  in to  a 
su d d en ly -a ttrac tiv e  Western c u ltu re . They were drawn to  the  w hite man's 
re lig io n  and education, but they were disenchanted and u].tim ately dispos­
sessed by a  more dominant expression o f h is  c u ltu re —th e  fron tie rsm an 's  
lu s t  fo r  w ealth.
Before 1800 the  Cherokees were r a th e r  p rim itiv e . In  the  succeed­
ing th i r ty  years they vaulted  upward and "reached a  h igher peak o f  c iv i l i -  
zatLcn than any o ther North American Indian t r i b e . T h o u ^  they encoun-
^Grace S teele  Woodward, The Cherokees (Norman; U niversity  of 
Oklahoma P ress , 1963), 3.
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te r^ d  Europeans as e a rly  as 1540, Cherokees knew them in  the  e igh teen th  
century mainly through tra d e  and war. Aside from C hristian  B riber, a  
French J e s u i t  who liv e d  w ith them, th e  Cherokees had l i t t l e  con tac t w ith 
th e  c re a tiv e  aspects o f  Western c u ltu re , fo r  "guns, war p a in t, and rum, 
provided by white men, were in f in i te ly  more appealing to  e ighteenth-cen-
3
tu ry  Cherokees than  th e  w hite man's re l ig io n  o r  o th e r c iv i l iz in g  fo rce s ."  
American tra d e rs  and frontiersm en adopted ra th e r  than  a lte re d  Cherokee 
customs, and th e  Indians preserved t h e i r  anc ien t way o f  l i f e .
They were h u n te rs . They liv ed  in  towns and t i l l e d  f i e ld s ,  but 
these  Iroquoian mountaineers loved th e  hunt and th e  b a t t l e .  The men were 
t a l l  and a th le t ic ;  the  women compared favorably ivith European wonen—a t  
le a s t  in  th e  eyes o f  w hite m a l e s . T h e  Cherokees were industrious and in ­
te l l ig e n t ,  bu t l ik e  many p rim itive  people they  had deep fears and h o s t i l i ­
t i e s .  Kind to  ch ild ren  and f r ie n d s , they were, b ru ta l  and c ru e l in  b a t t le .^  
They claimed much o f  th e  Old Sou'ldiwest as th e i r  demain, and they ru led  and 
fought l ik e  Homer’s Achaeans.
But th e  Cherokee dominion o f  th e  v a s t Tennessee Valley slowly de­
c lin ed . Concentrated in  th e  h i l l s  o f  North C aro lina, Tennessee, and Geor­
g ia , Cherokees savored th e i r  lo f ty  peaks and gushing streams end f e r t i l e  
va lley  s o i l .  Such land in ev itab ly  a t t r a c te d  Anglo-American s e t t l e r s ,  and
o
Samuel C. W illiam s, e d . , A da ir's  H istory  o f th e  American Indians 
(Johnson C ity , Tennessee: The Watauga P re ss , 1930), 252.
%oodward. The Cherokees, 57.
V illia m  Bartram, Travels o f  VJi3J.iam Bartram, ed. Mark Van Doren 
(New York: Dover P u b lica tio n s , n . d . ) ,  3ÔÔ-381.
^David H. Corkran, The Cherokee F ro n tie r: C onflic t and S u rv iv a l,
1740-62 (Norman: U niversity  of̂  Oklahoma P re ss , 1962), 10.
the  American f ro n t ie r  r e le n tle s s ly  expanded. Before a srrall-pox epidemic
in  1738, th e  Cherokees had perhpas 8000 w a r r i o r s t w e n t y  years l a t e r
7they had h a lf  th a t  nunriber. As th e i r  fig h tin g  force  dim inished, land ces­
sions followed, and a s e r ie s  o f t r e a t i e s ,  culm inating w ith th e  Treaty o f
8Hopewell (1785),deprived them of over h a lf  t h e i r  a n cestra l lands.
In th e  American Revolution, most Cherokees gambled on the  fa v o r ite  
and remained loyal to  Great B r ita in , and a f t e r  "ihe war Americans demanded 
repara tion . Thus th e  t r e a ty  a t  Hopewell fastened 'the yoke o f United 
S ta tes supervision upon th e  Cherokees. Perpetual peace and am ity, th e  
re tu rn  of p risoners o f war, trad e  reg u la tio n s , and a land cession  were
9
confirmed. Although th is  p a tte rn  was standard on the  f ro n t ie r ,  th e  fron­
tie rsm an 's  l u s t  fo r  land i s  c ru c ia l ,  fo r  w ithout i t  th e re  would have been 
no pressure on the  Indians—and without th is  pressure  fac tio n s w ith in  tdie 
t r ib e s  would never have emerged.
Yet American expansion in t i a l ly  constrained  th e  Cherokees to  u n ite . 
Previously semi-autonomous and p e rio d ica lly  h o s t i le  v illa g es  worked to ­
gether. Far more, they  even c u ltiv a ted  friendsh ip  w ith the  Americans.
P residen t George Washington urged Cherokees to  adopt b e t te r  farming me-
10
thods by premising a id  from th e  United S ta tes i f  they would accept i t .  
^Williams, A da ir's  H istory o f the  American Ind ians, 238-244.
7
Corkran, The Cherokee F ro n tie r , 3.
8
W. R. L. Smith, The Story o f th e  Cherokees (Cleveland, Tennessee, 
1928), 125. T rea ties included "dhose a t  rfard Labour (1768), Sycamore 
Shoals (1775), De W itt 's  Comer (1777), and Long Island  (1777).
g
Charles Kappler, comp., Indian A ffa irs ; Laws and T rea tie s  (Wash­
ing ton , 1904), I I ,  608.
^^The Cherokee Phoenix, 20 March 1828.
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U nfortunately , Washington’s successors lacked h is  sympathy and "never
again would they [Cherokees] know the kind and ju s t  p ro tec tio n  of a  P re s i­
l l
dent whose Indian policy  was designed to  defend ra th e r  than offend" them. 
Stim ulated by Washington, the  Cherokees became farmers and thereby tra n s ­
formed th e i r  society-r-a transform ation which both in fu r ia te d  and a ttra c te d  
th e i r  white neighbors.
This s h i f t  to  agricultx ire  was conplimented by th e  a r r iv a l  o f Amer­
ican  m issionaries, Moravians came and premised to  educate as w ell as evan­
g e liz e , and in  1805 John and Anna Gairibold began t h e i r  long and f r u i t f u l
12work among th e  Cherokees, In  1803, Gideon Blackburn, a P resby terian ,
en tered  the  a rea ; he believed  th a t  through education th e  ch ild ren  o f the
t r ib e  could be c iv iliz e d  and th a t  the  t r i b a l  government should be reo r-
13ganized—which i t  was in  1808, Ihe m issio n aries ' g re a te s t influence 
was among th e  mixed-bloods, who numbered perhaps one-fourth of the  popu­
la t io n  in  1809,^^
r^ixed-bloods p a r tic u la r ly  longed fo r  c iv i l iz a t io n .  They soon t r ie d  
to  im ita te  th e  p o l i t ic a l  system o f  the  United S ta te s , Prompted by Black- 
bum  and P residen t Thomas Jefferson ,^^  th e  t r ib a l  government reorganized
^\joodward. The Cherokees, 122.
1 9Robert Sparks Walker, T o re h l i^ ts  to  the  Cherokees; The Brain- 
erd  Mission (New York, 1931), 25-31; Samuel Cole W illiam s, ed. Early Tfê- 
ve ls in  the  Tennessee, 1540-1800 (Johnson C ity , Tennessee, 1928), 448-552,
^^Woodward, The Cherokees, 123-126.
^*^Ethan A llen Hitchcock, A T raveler in  Indian T e rr ito ry , ed. Grant 
Foreman (Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 1930), 244. ^
15James D, Richardson, comp., Messages and Papers o f the ' P resi­
den ts, (Washington, 1897), I ,  442; Cherckee Phoenix, 28 Feb, 1828,
and functioned wi"t±i increasing  e ff ic ie n cy  and so p h is tic a tio n . VJhile advo­
cating Cherokee c iv i l iz a t io n , however, Je ffe rso n  s e c re tly  worked fo r  Cher­
okee removal, fo r  "removal, as th e  term  i s  tech n ica lly  used in  American 
h is to ry , was apparently  no t only spontaneous, bu t abso lu te ly  o rig in a l w ith 
Je ffe rso n ."  He urged h is  agents to  m anipulate the  fac to ry  system to  
force indebted ch iefs to  cooperate, and consequently some Cherokees agreed 
to  exchange th e i r  home in  the  E ast fo r  lend in  present-day Arkansas. Some 
Cherokees removed in  1805 and 1806, and a proposal to  remove th e  e n tire
t r ib e  was, in  1808, "according to  t r a d i t io n  . . . balked by th e  passionate
17denunciation o f  a  conparatively young c h ie f , Ihe Ridge." VJhen 1,130 
Chickamauga Cherokees decided to  romove in  1808, a conservative-progres­
sive  f is s io n  emerged to  perplex th e  n a tio n  fo r  two generations. And th is  
fac tionalism  was only aggravated by the  United S ta te s .
In  1802 th e  Je fferson  a d m in is tra tio n , to  s e t t l e  th e  Yazoo land 
frauds, signed a compact w ith Georgia and promised to  remove th e  Indians 
frcm th a t  s t a te  whenever i t  became, necessary and p o ss ib le . Though no t im­
mediately e ffe c te d , J e ffe rso n 's  ca llous d isregard  fo r  p r io r  t r e a t ie s  and 
Indian r ig h ts  s e t  a  precedent used by Andrew Jackson to  drive  the  Chero­
kees from t h e i r  homeland.
Reacting to  white p ressu re , th e  Cherokees e s tab lish ed  a  s tro n g er 
government. They spumed Tecumseh's ca isp iracy  as a  rock-strew n path  
leading back to  th e  ways o f t h e i r  an cesto rs . The most eloquent Cherokee
16/ainie Abel, "The H istory o f  Events R esulting in  Indian Consoli­
dation West o f th e  M iss iss ipp i,"  Annual Report o f the  American H is to r i­
c a l A ssociation fo r  1906 (Washington, 1Ô08), 2kk,
^^Marian Starkey, The Cherokee Nation (New York, 1946), 22.
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18to  oppose Tecuniseh was The Ridge, a  t r a n s i t io n a l  f ig u re  who was reared
in  the  fo re s t  as a  h u n ter bu t who became an in f lu e n t ia l  advocate o f c iv i-
l i z a t i o i .  IVhen th e  United S tates troops marched ag a in st Creek insurgen ts
in  th e  War o f 1812, Cherokees marched a t  t h e i r  s id e  and helped crush th e i r
red breth ren—"thus enabling Andrew Jackson to  go on to  New Orleans and the
fame which made him P resid en t. At the  B a ttle  o f Horseshoe Bend, twenty-
four year o ld  John Ross f o u ^ t  g a lla n tly , and The Ridge was breveted "Ma- 
19jor'* by Jackson, But as the  Cherokee mixed-bloods defeated  tdie Red S tick
Creeks, they sea led  t h e i r  ovm fu ture as w e ll. With Indian pcwer broken,
Andrew Jackson demanded land  cessions fron  frien d  and foe. a l ik e ,  and th e
Cherokees, along w ith th e  Creeks, su ffe red  fron  the  Treaty o f  Fort Jackson.
A dditional t r e a t ie s  in  1816, 1817, and 1819 provided fo r  add ition -
20a l  land cessions and fo r  voluntary removal to  Arkansas. The v i t ia t in g  
random, cessions and th e  marked h o s t i l i ty  o f Georgia forced th e  Cherokee 
Nation between 1819 and 1827 to  make " i t s  main objective, the  p reserva tion
? i
and p ro tec tio n  of i t s  remaining l a n d s . B u t  w hites would have the  land.
In  1818 tvyenty-two Cherokee chiefs p ro tes ted  th a t  United S ta te s  agents
were ge ttin g  th e i r  people ch-̂ jnk and persuading them to  sig n  removal pa- 
22
pars . In  th e  same y ear a missionary p ro tes ted  th a t  th e  government's e f­
f o r t  to  ge t "a general removal" was t-Trong, fo r  i t  "would g rea tly  d is tre s s
James Mooney, Myths o f the  Cherokee, in  The N ineteenth Annual 
Report o f th e  Bureau o f  American ethnology (Washington, 1^00) , 88.
Smith, The Story o f  the  Cherokees, 113.
20Kappler, Indian A ffa irs , I I ,  86-99, 124-126.
^Woodward, The Cherokees, 138.
22 Cherokee Chiefs to  Colonel R. J .  Meigs, Brainerd Mission L e tte rs , 
M icrofilm, Chattanooga Public L ibrary , Chattanooga, Tennessee.
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th i s  people, S, in  a  g re a t degree, re ta rd , i f  n o t u ltim ate ly  d e fea t th e
benevolent designs o f bringing 'them out o f t h i s  s ta te  o f darkness to  the
23lig h t  o f  d ivine 'tru'th 8 th e  p riv ileg e s  o f c iv il iz a 't lo n ,"  And th e  Chero­
kees confessed th e i r  need o f " c iv i l iz a t io n ” by diligen'tiLy seeking i t .
Laws were "thus enacted by "the Cherokee Council which proscribed  
ind iv idua l land cessions—embodying 'the ancien t Cherokee code o f an eye
fo r  an eye in to  s ta tu te  form. In  1817, a thirteen-member standing com-
24
mi'ttee was formed as th e  n a tio n a l government, and an October 24, 1824,
a c t condemned to  death any Cherokee convicted o f s e ll in g  t r i b a l  lands wi'th-
25
out "the consent o f th e  council.
The cod ifica 'ticn  o f  laws i l lu s t r a te d  th e  imipact o f mission educa­
tio n  and, equally  s ig n if ic a n t ,  "the amazing Cherokee sy llabary  developed 
by George Guess (Sequoya). "The f i r s t  h a lf  o f "the n ineteen th  century in  
America saw the  accomplishment o f no more d i f f i c u l t  in te l le c tu a l  achieve­
ment than  "that of "the Cherokee s ilv e rsm ith ."  U tiliz in g  Sequoya’s s y l ­
labary , m issionaries and educated mixed-bloods l ik e  E lias  Boudinot, Major 
Ridge's nephew, spread ideas and inform ation -throughout a  na tion  suddenly 
l i t e r a t e .
Despite these advances, th e  Cherokees faced rnoun-ting p ressure  from 
Georgia in-fcruders and poli'tLcians throughout th e  1820's .  Early removal
^^Anonymous to  Samuel W orcester, ib id ,
24Laws o f the  Cherokee Nation (Tahlequah, 1852), 5.
95Cherokee Phoenix, 20 Jan . 1830. Copy o f  a c t  in  John Howard
Payne Papers, Newberry L ib rary , Chicago, I l l i n o i s .  
26%
191(1), 103.
^^Ralph G abrie l, E lia s  Boudinot: Cherokee and American (Norman,
12
27demands by Governor G, M, Troup were answered b lu n tly  by P residen t Tton-
roe: " I have no h e s ita tio n  . . .  to  declare i t  as my opinion th a t  the
Indian t i t l e  was no t a ffe c te d  in  th e  s l ig h te s t  circumstance by the  compact
w ith Georgia, and th a t  th e re  i s  no ob liga tion  on th e  United S ta tes  to  re -
28move th e  Indians by fo rc e .’* Thus reassured  o f fed era l p ro tec tio n , the  
Cherokees continued to  develop th e i r  government and n a tio n . In  1825 the 
council form ulated a statem ent of a r t ic le s  governing le g is la t io n :  Chero­
kee lands were to  be he ld  in  common th o u ^  an in d iv id u a l’s  p riv a te  improve­
ments were h is  personal p roperty ; annu ities received from Ihe United 
S ta tes were to  be placed in  the  n a tio n a l treasu ry  as pub lic  property ; only 
the  le g is la t iv e  council could dispose o f  t r ib a l  lands; p r in c ip a l chiefs 
could make no t r e a t ie s  w ithout the  express consent o f  the  council ; in d i­
vidual members o f  the  council had no au th o rity  o th e r than  th e i r  le g is la t iv e
functions; and Cherokee improvements, though p riv a te  p roperty , could not
29
be so ld  to  United S tates c it iz e n s . A dditional lavs read ied  th e  nation
fo r  th e  adoption of a w ritte n  c o n stitu tio n .
In  Ju ly , 1827, th e  Cherokees adopted a c o n s titu tio n  which provided
fo r  common ownership o f land , a  three-branch form of government, and the
30
organization  o f th e  na tion  in to  le g is la t iv e  and ju d ic ia l  d i s t r i c t s .  Al­
though im ita tiv e  of th e  United S ta tes C onstitu tion , th e  document b e lie s
^^G. M. Troup to  J .  C, Calhoun, N iles R eg is te r, XXVI (26 June 
1824); A rtic le  from Augusta Ihe C o n s titu tio n a lis t in  "John Ross Papers, 
Thomas G ilcrease I n s t i tu te  o f American H istory and A rt. [Ross Papers 
c ite d  h e re a f te r  as J .  R. P .]
^% ile s  R eg is te r, XXVI (17 A pril 1824).
29Laws of the Cherokee Nation, 45-46.
3 ° Ib id ., 118-130.
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Georgia claims th a t  th e  Cherokees were only savages m anipulated l ik e  toy 
do lls  by designing m issionaries . I t  was tan g ib le  testim ony to  th e  pro­
gress o f  a  people!
The estab lishm ent o f a n a tio n a l Indian government s t i r r e d  th e  ran­
cor o f neighboring w hite s e t t l e r s .  Wilson Lumpkin, a  r is in g  Georgia p o li­
t ic ia n ,  b lu n tly  expressed i t  in  1826 when he contended th a t  "the  resources 
o f Georgia" would remain untapped and th a t  th e  s ta te  could never e s ta b lis h  
"commercial and s o c ia l  in te rco u rse  w ith o th er portions of th e  Union, es­
p ec ia lly  th e  g rea t West, u n t i l  th is  po rtion  o f the  s ta te  was s e t t l e d  by
an in d u strio u s , e n l i^ te n e d ,  free -h o ld  population—e n ti t le d  to ,  and m erit-
31
in g , a l l  the  p r iv ile g e s  o f c itiz e n sh ip ."  The decade w itnessed repeated  
government o f fe rs  o f western lands fo r  Cherokee removal, proposed le g is -  
latLcn in  Congress, and some movement west by disheartened Cherokees. The 
removal proponents, however, b l i th ly  advocated 1hat they  "accept land 
where they could again becone hunters a t  the  very moment th a t  th e  Chero­
kees had announced th e i r  p o l i t i c a l  coming o f age by th e  adoption o f  a w rit­
ten  c o n s titu tio n  proclaim ing them 'one o f  th e  independent na tions o f  th e  
ea rth .
R eflecting  th e  constan t removal a g ita t io n , th e  Cherokee Phoenix, 
in  i t s  f i r s t  issu e  (February 21, 1828), discussed th e  problem. Studying 
th e  rep o rt o f an army o f f ic e r  c r i t i c a l  o f Indian conditions and ju s t ify in g  
removal enactm ents, e d ito r  E lia s  Boudinot a sse rted  th a t  "Cherokees (we
^W ilson Lumpkin, The Removal o f  1he Cherckee Indians from Georgia 
(New York, 1907), I ,  42.
32Starkey, The Cherokee Nation, 102.
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th in k  unaninously) are. averse to  removal."^^ The Phoenix t r ie d  to  p resen t 
the  Cherokee p o sitio n  and in  subsequent issues enlivened th e  controversy 
by re p r in tin g  Georgia enactments and a ssa ilin g  t h e i r  con ten tions.
Cherokees p a rtic ip a te d  in  th e  d iscussions, and one man lu c id ly  
s ta te d  th e  mounting Indian resentm ent to  th e  degrading propaganda o f Geor­
g ia  p u b lic is ts :  " I t  i s  c e r ta in ly  hum ilia ting  to  th in k , a f t e r  making ex­
e rtio n s  to  ra is e  myself above th e  le v e l o f the most degraded o f th e  human 
rac e , and presuming to  have succeeded, a t  le a s t  in  a  sm all degree, i t  
should s t i l l  be declared th a t  I  have made no p r o g r e s s . T h i s  Cherokee 
cu t t h r o u ^  ihe issue  and in c is iv e ly  exposed the r e a l  d i f f ic u l ty  between 
Anerican and Cherokee: th e  white man's in a b il i ty  to  even imagine th a t  In ­
dians could ever progress o r  a t t a in  c iv i l iz a t io n .
Consequently, the  probable zen ith  o f  Cherokee achievement in  th e  
E ast came w ith th e  1827 adoption o f th e  c o n s titu tio n . At th a t  moment op­
timism and union p rev a iled , and Cherokees followed a f t e r  American c u ltu re . 
But mounting white a g ita tio n  and aggression soon forced th e  Cherokees to  
r e t r e a t  from th a t cu ltu re . Such a reac tio n  expanded in to  a fuU -b lood  r e ­
b e llio n  le d  by VJhite-path in  1828—a reb e llio n  aga in st th e  new laws and
35government and a demand of a re tu rn  to  the  old  t r ib a l  tra d itio r is . i 'h i te -  
path preadied the  re je c tio n  o f white c iv i l iz a t io n  and re lig io n ;  he i l l u s ­
t r a te d  th e  re je c tio n , by many fu ll-b lo o d s a t  l e a s t ,  o f  a c c u ltu ra tia ii . The 
dynamic f a i th  which had prompted the. Cherokee advance began to  crado and 
s h a t te r  l ik e  jo s tle d  c ry s ta l ,  f o r  th e  quest fo r  a b e t te r  l i f e  was to  be
Cherokee Phoenix, 21 Feb, 1829.
3^Ibid.
35Mooney, Myths of the Cherokees, 113.
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thwcûrted.
The mixed-blood lead e rsh ip , however, refused  to  believe  th a t  the  
United S ta tes  would bcw a b je c tly  to  f ro n t ie r  a g ita t io n . They struggled  
to  preserve th e i r  n a tio n a l s ta tu s .  Though s tru g g lin g  to  b e liev e , E lias 
Boudinot to ld  h is  people th a t  " th is  g rea t n a tio n , th e  land of the  op­
p ressed , th is  land o f c iv i l  and re lig io u s  l ib e r ty ,  w i l l  no t disgrace i t ­
s e l f ;  by driv ing  away w ith th e  po in t o f the bayonet, a  few handfuls o f 
In d ian s , and fo r  what? fo r  a  sm all t r a c t  o f country , and because th ese  In ­
d ian s , by th e i r  sm allness, are. unable to  defend i t . " ^ ^  But almost seven 
m illio n  acres o f  land (about one-six th  the  land area  o f Georgia) a tt ra c te d  
white s e t t l e r s , and the  Cherokees struggled  with d i f f ic u l ty  to  preserve 
th e i r  homes. The next ten  years were large ly  th e  record  o f brave b u t fu­
t i l e  attem pts to  keep th e i r  land out of the  in s a tia b le  grasp o f Georgia 
in tru d e rs  and sq u a tte rs .
Considering th e  Cherokee advance from ab o rig in a l to  n e a r-c iv iliz e d  
so c ie ty , severa l th in g s a re  ev iden t. F i r s t ,  the  Cherokees were aided by 
i n i t i a l l y  benevolent p o lic ie s  o f  the  United S ta te s , by m issionaries who 
m in istered  to  both th e i r  s p i r i tu a l  and in te l le c tu a l  needs, and by t h e i r  
own Sequoya, whose achivement was unique and enduring. Second, th e  Chero­
kees had an unusually la rg e  number o f  mixed-bloods who were an in te g ra l 
p a r t  o f  t h e i r  so c ie ly  ; i t  was th is  group which received  and transm itted  
American ideas and managed th e  n a tio n 's  destiny . T h ird , th e  Cherokee ad­
vance was thw arted alm ost completely by white fron tie rsm en 's  avarice and 
p re ju d ice ; although Anglo-American pioneers were not w ithout th e i r  v ir tu e s ,
^^Cherokee Phoenix, 27 March 1828.
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t h e i r  e jç lo i t iv e  and arrogant a t t i tu d e  toward p rim itiv e  and ra c ia l ly  d is ­
s im ila r  peoples augured d is a s te r  fo r  m in o ritie s . Thou]^ force p revailed  
ag a in st the  Cherokees and the  white man asse rted  h im se lf, th e re  were many 
Cherokees who would have gladly en tered  h is  so c ie ty , adopted h is  b e l i e f s , 
and strengthened h is  soul i f  they  had only been accepted—but they were 
re je c te d .
CHAPTER THREE 
REMOVAL PROPOSED
Must we in  a l l  th ings look fo r  the  how, and the  why, and 
th e  wherefore?
Daily in ju s tic e  i s  done, and rnight i s  the  r ig h t  o f  th e  
s tro n g e s t,
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Les Indiens de 1*Amérique du Nord n 'a v a ie n t que deux v io is  
de s a lu t;  l a  guerre o r  l a  c iv i l iz a t io n ;  en d 'a u tre s  term s, 
i l  le u r  f a l l a i t  d é tru ire  le s  Europeâns ou devenir le u rs  
égaux,
—Alexis de Tocqueville
Long before removal an e ld e rly  Cherokee conteirplated th e  advancing 
American f ro n t ie r  and ventured a p red ic tio n . He sa id :
Our e ld e r  b ro t te r  [meaning t i e  white people—using th e  s in g u la r  
fo r  the  p lu ra l ] has becone our neighbor. He i s  now near u s , and 
alreacfy occupies our ancien t h ab ita tio n s—But t i i s  i s  as our fo re ­
fa th e rs  to ld  us—They say , my [our] f e e t  a re  turned towards th e  
west—they w ill  never tu rn  round. New mark what our fa th e rs  to ld  
u s . Your e ld e r  b ro th er w ill  s e t t l e  around you—he w ill  encroach 
upon your lan d s , £ then  ask you to  s e l l  them to  him. When you give 
him a p a r t  o f your country , he w ill  no t be s a t is f ie d  b u t ask fo r  
more. In  the  process o f tim e he w il l  aslTyou to  become l ik e  him—
He w ill  t e l l  you th a t  your mode o f l i f e  i s  no t as good as h is — 
V‘/hereupon you w ill  be induced to  make g rea t roads through th e  n a tio n , 
by which he can have free  access to  yo\T, Re w ill  lea rn  your women 
to  sp in  ^ d  weave and make c lo th e s , and lea rn  you to  c u lt iv a te  th e  
e a r ih . He w il l  even teaoh you h is  language, £ le a m  you to  read 
and w r i te . Sc, Sc, But "these a re  b u t xhe means to  destroy you, and 
to  e je c t  you from your h a b ita tio n s , HE WILL POINT YOU TO THE REST, 
b u t you w il l  f in d  no re s tin g  p lace th e re , fo r  your e ld e r  b ro th e r 
w il l  d rive  you from one place to  another u n t i l  you g e t to  the  
g rea t western w aters, These th ings w i l l  c e rta in ly  happen, bu t i t  
w i l l  be when we are  dead and gone,^
^Cherokee Phoenix, 23 June 1832. Brackets are the e d ito r 's .
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Without analyzing th e  eschatology involved, th e  statem ent shows simply and 
poignantly Cherckee h o s t i l i t y  to  removal.
The removal o f an a lie n  and despised people by a  s tro n g er power 
i s  not unique to  North America, O rien ta l despots in  the  ancien t w orld, 
and anti-Sem ites a t  re g u la r  in te rv a ls ,  have re lo ca ted  and re s e t t le d  con­
quered peoples. The ancmaly of the removal o f th e  American Indians was 
th a t  the  Anglo-Americans trumpeted id e a ls  o f  l ib e r ty  and ju s t ic e  as they 
dispossessed th e  Ind ians. Though two wars were fo u ^ it to  secure p o l i t i c a l  
freedcm, ih e  American conscience remained seared  and unmoved by th e  p l ig h t
O
of the  dispossessed Ind ian . I f  one i s  as candid as Alexis de Tocqueville 
he simply views th e  whole removal scheme as th e  tyranny o f  th e  m ajority . 
For the  white m ajo rity , e rad ica tio n  o f a p rim itiv e  people was le s s  arduous 
than t h e i r  a ss im ila tio n  and th e  Indians who surv ived  abandoned th e i r  t r i ­
bal homes and found momentary s h e l te r  in  th e  West.
Yet the  m ajo rity  could ju s t i f y  i t s  a c tio n s . Frontiersmen who had 
w itnessed and su ffe red  th e  savage and o ften  sen se less  b ru ta l i ty  o f  Indian  
warfare could hard ly  endure w ith patience such outrages and then welcome 
seme scheme o f a ss im ila tio n . S t i l l  th e  re a l  reason fo r  removal was land 
hunger, though i t  was overla id  with more beneficen t explanations such as 
making th e  f ro n t ie r  sa fe  and removing th e  Indians frcm w hite con tact and 
e x p lo ita tio n .
Removal had been proposed since  Je ffe rso n  f i r s t  suggested i t ,  b u t 
i t  was, fo r  the  most p a r t ,  voluntary. Before 1830, perhaps as many as 
6,000 Cherokees went w est, where they continued to  hunt and r e ta in  1 h e ir
2
Alexis de Tocqueville, D§ la  démocratie en Amérique (P a r is , n . d . ) ,
I ,  483.
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ancien t custans. Most Cherokees, however, chose to  keep th e i r  land in  
"the E ast and adapt to  the  white man's ways.
Yet they underestim ated Georgians' land hunger—which was suddenly 
in f la te d  by gold mania in  th e  1820's .  Prospectors since  De Sota had ima­
gined gold in  the  Cherokee h i l l s ,  and some had been found, bu t the  Dah- 
lonega gold f ie ld s  were re a lly  discovered in  1828-1829, Here, erupted "the 
f i r s t  r e a l  c o llis io n  between Georgia and the Cherokee N ation," and 3,000 
miners invaded t i e  n a tio n ,^  Tliey found more than go ld , however—they 
found a f e r t i l e  land t i l l e d  by a. handful of Cherokees.
The m iners' mania fo r  m etal was matched, i f  no t surpassed, by the 
ardor o f t h e i r  p o l i t ic ia n s ,  and a f lu r ry  of laws sought to  gam er th e  
w ea lti fo r  Georgia. Land plus gold was too g rea t aTtem ptation, and Geor­
gians demanded th a t  Indian removal be e ffec ted . J u s t i f ic a t io n  fo r  appro- 
p r ia t ia n  of the  area was needed and fac t-fin d in g  commissioners sketched 
grimi p o r t r a i ts  o f Cherokee su ffe rin g  and decay i f  they were no t sh u ttle d  
in to  sec lu s io n ; p a tr io ts  suddenly rem.enbered G eorgia 's s t r a te g ic  ro le  in  
the  Revolution (which suppcsecly indebted the Union to  tlie s t a t e ) , held
a lo f t  th e  1802 compact, and advanced a se r ie s  o f ingenious leg a l ccnstruc-
5
tio n s  to  ju s t i f y  th e i r  greed. Georgia, in  1828, a sse rted  i t s  con tro l
over Gierokee lands w ithin  i t s  bo rders , Cherokees had no r ig h ts  before:
7G eorgia 's ju d ic ia ry  and th e i r  n a tio n 's  laws were, decreed in v a lid  —though
% illiam  Brandon, The American H eritage Book o f Indians (New York, 
1964), 217.
^Starkey, TLie Cherokee N ation , 110.
^Cherokee Phoenix, 24 March 1830.
^I b i d . , 21 Feb. 1828.
7
Starkey, The Cherokee Nation, 107.
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g
the  laws were not to  be e ffec ted  before June 1, 1830.
This le g is la t io n  in tim idated  the  Indians, and th e  N ational Council 
reacted  defensively  by censoring th e  Cherokee Phoenix and r e s t r ic t in g  Ar-
9
kansas em igration. The people, le s s  awed, lis te n e d  to  e d ito r  Boudinot’s 
p lea  and re tu rned  good fo r  e v il ,^ ^  B i-ra c ia l friendsh ips endured, and 
Cherokees ch aritab ly  cared fo r  impoverished and hungry; Georgians.
Georgia enactments followed a tre a ty  between the  United S ta tes and 
the  Western Cherokees on May 6, 1828. To p ro tec t the  Indians from pos­
s ib le  " fu tu re  degradation and misery" in  Arkansas, they were handed a "per-
12manent home" fa r th e r  west which would be " th e irs  fo rever. " By "the  most 
solemn guarantee o f the  U rited S ta tes"  the Cherokees were assured th a t  no 
s ta te  o r  t e r r i to r y  would ever be formed from th e i r  land. By th i s  agree­
ment th e  Arkansas Cherokees re lo ca ted  in  present-day Oklahoma, obtained 
some 7,000,000 acres of land , and an tic ip a ted  premised a n n u itie s  and
13
g i f t s .  The signers promised to  receive any o f th e i r  easte rn  breth ren  
who chose to  jo in  "them in  th e  West. Many Arkansas Cherokees, however, 
d is lik e d  the  new t r e a t /  and th e  prospects of y e t another move. Seme of 
the  more tru c u le n t c r i t i c s  e rec ted  poles in  f ro n t of th e  s ig n e rs ' homes— 
gaunt, s i n i s t e r  totems upon which they proposed to  mount those w orth ies '
^Richard P e te rs , e d . , The Case o f the  Cherokee Nation ag a in st the 
S ta te  o f  Georgia (P h ilade lph ia , 1831), 281-282.
^Laws o f the  Cherokee N ation , 114, 139-140.
10
Cherokee Phoenix, 17 A pril 1828.
^^Starkey, The Cherokee N ation , 107.
^^Kappler, Indian A ffa ir s , I I ,  206. 
l^ lb id . , 206-209.
^ ^ Ib id ., 206.
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h e a d s . T h o u g h  United S ta tes agents hoped th a t  the  tre a ty  would stimu­
la te  voluntary removal by Eastern Cherokees, n e ith e r  the  specious t e s t i ­
mony o f Western Cherokees nor th e  p refe rred  b lankets and k e tt le s  a ttra c te d
e m i g r a n t s . L o o k i n g  to  "the w est, Cherokees could only see th e i r  "b re th -
17ren in  darkness,’* ’’walking in  g rosser darkness than ou rse lves.” Only
one emigrant, as lonely  as a s k i f f  cn th e  ocean, e n lis te d  fo r  removal in
18the four months follow ing the  t re a ty .
Encouraged by government le g is la t io n  and th e  prospect o f  removal,
border ru ffia n s  began ra id ing  the  Cherokee t e r r i to r y  in  Georgia, Horses
and c a t t le  were sh o t o r  s to len  and p illag ed  houses blazed in  th e  n i^ r t .
Land surveyers tram pled tre a ty  s tip u la tio n s  beneath th ick -so led  boots and
19
w ith - tra n s it  and chain marked Georgia’s boundary th rou^i Indian country.
Federal agents p e rio d ica lly  f i le d  p ro te s ts  and moved to  expel the  ru f f ia n s ,
20but agents were no match fo r  Georgians. Appalled by successive incu r­
sions o f th e  s p o ile r s ,  th e  Cherokees confessed th a t  "the most expeditious
71way to  remove us would be to  loose such a conmunity upon u s .” Yet the  
Indians purposed to  c lin g  to  th e i r  homeland—while Georgia newspapers 
to as ted  the  ru ff ia n s  and asserted  th a t  ’’coercion alone w ill  remove them
^^Cherokee Phoenix, 20 Aug. 1828.
^^Ib id . , 11 March 1829.
^̂ Ib id . , 17 Sept. 1828.
1 8
I b id . , 18 March 1829.
^^Ib id . , 11 Feb. 1829; 25 Feb. 1829; 27 May 1829; 1 Ju ly  1829.
20 Ib id . ,  1 Ju ly  1829.
^^ Ib id . , 11 Feb. 1829.
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22to  th e  western country a l lo t te d  fo r  the  Ind ians."
S t i l l  the  Cherokees found some defenders. One Georgian rid icu led
•&ie o f f ic ia l  argument th a t  removal would b e n e f it  Cherokees and wondered
j u s t  how they could fin d  th a t  sa fe ty  in  an "Arab country" to  th e  west which
23
had eluded them lik e  a phantom in  Georgia. An Alabaman p ra ised  th e  Cher-
24ckees’ "rap id  advancement in  c iv i l iz a t io n  and C h r is tia n ity ,"  and Chero­
kees themselves launched a publicity/ campaign which plucked a t  A nerica 's 
h e a r ts tr in g s . In ad d itio n , Chief John Ross dispatched delegates to  Wash­
ington who asked fo r  ju s t ic e  and refused  to  fo rg e t the  d e ta i ls  of e a r l ie r  
t r e a t i e s .
Lhmoved by appeals to  ju s t ic e ,  Georgia f o r t i f i e d  i t s  f i r s t  le g is ­
la t io n  w ith new enactmenis in  1829. The s ta te  appropriated  Cherokee t e r ­
r i to ry  , annulled Cherokee laws, and assigned severe p e n a ltie s  fo r  those
25
working to  thw art Indian removal. L eg isla to rs  purposed, w ith d ev ilish
c a llo u sn ess, to  break men in  body and soul and thus so empty them o f hope
th a t  removal would o f fe r  welcomed repose—and the  w ell-planned p ro je c t be- 
26
gan.
M other Cherokee m isfortune was th e  e le c tio n  o f P residen t Andrew 
Jackson in  1828. The bone-th in , fire -ey ed  w arrio r was a frontiersm an w ith 
a  p io n ee r 's  ha tred s. He d is lik e d  th e  idea o f an Indian s ta te  w ith in  th e  
Union, and he dared no t a lie n a te  the  South and th e  West which had cheered
Z^l b i d . , 15 Ju ly  1829.
I b id . . 29 A pril 1829.
2UI b id . , 3 June 1829.
25P e te rs , Cherokee Nation aga in st Georgia, 282-284.
Mooney, Myths of the Cherokees, 118.
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h is  e le c tio n . Thus in  h is  f i r s t  message to  Congress he proposed to  remove 
a l l  Indians w est o f th e  M iss issip p i. He draped h is  scheme with disarming 
p re tex t :
There th e  benevolent may endeavor to  teach them th e  a r t s  o f 
c iv i l iz a t io n ,  and, by prcmoting union and harmony among them, to  
r a is e  up an in te re s tin g  commonweallh, destined to  perpetuate  the  
race and to  a t t e s t  the  humanity and ju s t ic e  o f th is  Government,
This em igration should be voluntary , fo r  i t  would be as c ru e l 
as u n ju s t to  canpel th e  aborigines to  abandon th e  graves o f  t h e i r  
fa th e rs  and seek a  hone in  a  d is ta n t l a n d , ^ 7
But th e  Qierokees were no t foo led , fo r  "they had heard o th er premises and
they remembered too  w ell th a t  o th e r  promises had been broken, E lia s  Bou-
d ino t commented upon th e  proposed removal:
P residen t Jackson h a s , as a neighboring e d ito r  remarks, "recognized 
the  doc trine  contended fo r  by Georgia to  i t s  f u l l  e x te n t,"  I t  i s  
to  be re g re tte d  th a t  we were no t undeceived long ago, while we were 
hunters in  our savage s t a te .  I t  appears now, fron  the communica­
t io n  of th e  Secretary  o f War to  the Cherokee D e leg a tia i, th a t  the  
i l lu s t r io u s  Washington, Je ffe rso n , Madison and Monroe were only 
ta n ta liz in g  u s , when they encouraged us in  the  p u rsu it o f  a g ric u l­
tu re  and Government, and when they afforded us th e  p ro tec tio n  of 
the  United S ta te s , by which we have been preserved to  th is  p resen t 
tim e as a na tion ,
As i f  counting th e  seconds beh-zeen the  l i ^ t n i n g  f la sh  a id  th e  
clap o f  thunder, Cherokees awaited Georgia enactments to  implement Jack­
son 's  proposal. One Cherokee boasted th a t  he would have disposed o f Jack-
29son a t  Horseshoe Bend i f  he had imagined what he would do as P re s id e n t, 
bu t reg re ts  ra re ly  a l t e r  government policy .
Perhaps the  leading advocate of Cherokee removal in  Congrass was 
Wilson Lumpkin, Though Cherokees l a t e r  suspected Lumpkin's m otivation
1022,
2 7Richardson, Papers and Messages o f  th e  P re s id e n ts , I I ,  1021-
^^Cherokee Phoenix, 17 June 1329,
Smith, The Story o f th e  Cherokees, 141,
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30(land sp ecu la tio n ), he a sse rted  th a t  removal would help  the  Cherokees; 
he patron izing ly  suggested th a t  the  w ell-pub lic ized  s h e l l  o f Cherokee cu l­
tu re  was in  fa c t f r a g i l ly  composed o f a few ambitious irixed-bloods and th a t  
"from the year 1825 to  the  f in a l  removal o f th e  Cherokees in  1840, the  
g rea t body o f  conmon Ind ians, who resided  in  obscurity  and had b u t l i t t l e
in te rcou rse  with the  white and ha lf-b reed  races amongst them, s t i l l  re -
31mained in  b ru ta l and savage ignorance." This view was shared by c e r ta in
32fed era l agents, bu t w itnesses l iv in g  among the Indians s te a d fa s tly  pro-
33claimed the  depth o f th e i r  peop le 's advance and .in teg rity .
They had, in  f a c t ,  adopted the  white man's c lo th in g , houses, and
a g ric u ltu re . Fev d ifferences (aside from sk in  pigment) d istingu ished  Cher-
34okees fran  th e i r  white neighbors. Thou^ refinem ent ra re ly  evidenced 
i t s e l f ,  i t  u sua lly  goes begging in  a  f ro n t ie r  so c ie ty . I f  surplus in d i­
cates p ro fic ien cy , Cherokees were good farm ers, fo r  they ra ised  enough
35food to  s e l l  t h e i r  white neighbors. Hostile, c r i t i c s  con trad ic ted  each 
o ther: some, p ic tu red  the  vast mass o f  Cherokees as savage, i l l i t e r a t e
fuU -bloods^^ while o thers t r i e d  to  ra t io n a liz e  th e  adm itted Cherokee ad­
vance as the  obvious r e s u l t  o f  inv igo ra ting  white blood flowing in  the
30Cherokee Phoenix, 3 Aug. 1833.
31Lumpkin, Removal o f  the  Cherokees from Georgia, I ,  188.
32Cherokee Phoenix, 3 Feb. 1830.
33
Ib id . , 28 Oct. 1829; G abrie l, E lias  Boudinot, 117.
34Cherokee Phoenix, 1 Jan . 1830,
35
Ib id . , 23 Oct. 1830.
^^Lumpkin, Removal of the Cherokees fran Georgia, I ,  77.
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37veins o f th e  mixed-blood t r i b a l  leaders!
3 8A ctually , only about one-fourth  o f  the  people were mixed-bloods, 
E lias  Boudinot suggested th a t  w h ites , sa lu tin g  th e i r  image w ith solemn
39p ro p rie ty , b lin d ly  equated progress and enlightenm ent w ith white sk in .
40M issionaries recorded the  Cherokees' moral e lev a tio n , and t h e i r  passive 
endurance o f persecu tion  shows a wide-spread acceptance of C h ristian  
id e a ls . About one-half of the  studen ts in  m ission schools were f u l l -  
bloods. White men could not serve in  the  n a tio n a l government, and a l ­
though the  leading ch ie fs  were mixed-bloods th e  p resid ing  o f f ic e rs  of both 
th e  N ational Council and Committee were fu ll-b lo o d s ; only two members o f
the  Committee were fu ll-b lo o d s , but tw o-th irds o f  th e  Council were f u l l -  
41bloods. Although mixed-bloods spearheaded the  Cherokee advance, many 
fu ll-b loods quickly  followed. In  th e i r  own tongue, Cherokees were as l i ­
te r a te  as t h e i r  neighbors, and some educated Indians even tau g h t white
42men's ch ild ren  and complained o f  t h e i r  p a re n ts ' educational d is in te re s t .
But the  r e a l  proof o f  Cherokee progress was t h e i r  response to  the  
white man's aggression. William W irt, a  Baltimore lawyer ivith l i t e r a r y  
as w ell as p o l i t i c a l  in te r e s ts ,  a sse rted : "They are  c iv il iz e d  and w ell in ­
formed men—they wear our dress—speak our language c o rre c tly —and in  th e i r  
manners in d ic a te  a l l  th e  mildness and much o f th e  cu ltu re  and courtesy  of
^^Cherokee Phoenix, 1 May 1830.
S^ibid.
^°Ib id . , 1 Jan. 1830.
^̂ Ibid.
^^Ib id ., 26 June 1830.
26
our own b e s t c i r c l e s . T h e  sn a rlin g  violence o f th e  savage faded w ith 
the  hunt and the  r i t e s  o f  t h e i r  fo rb ea rs , and th e  r e s t r a in t  o f th e  Chero­
kee p ro te s t ,  though i t  sparked w ith th e  f i r e  o f outrage, w itnessed to  th is  
t ru th . Yet sane Cherokees could only despair and in sc rib e  th e i r  rancor: 
"Here i s  th e  s e c r e t . F u ll lic en se  to  our oppressors, and every avenue o f 
ju s t ic e  closed ag a in st u s . Yes, th is  i s  th e  b i t t e r  cup prepared fo r  us 
by a  republican and re lig io u s  Government—we sh a ll  drink i t  to  th e  very 
dregs."
But they had ta s te d  only th e  f i r s t  s ip  o f a so rro w -fille d  c is te rn .
As promised, Georgia extended i t s  ju r is d ic t io n  over the  Cherokee Nation
on June 1, 1830. The s t a t e ’s governor, George Gilmer, e i^ la in ed  th a t  "The
g rea t ob ject to  be e ffe c te d  by th e  S ta te , in  th e  appropria tion  o f i t s
lands , i s  th e  increase  o f i t s  population , and th e  excitem ent o f i t s  people
45to  in d u s try , and th e  accumulation o f  w ealth ." A ly r ic  bellowed by Geor­
g ia  frontiersm en was more candid:
A ll I  ask in  th is  c rea tio n
Is  a p re tty  l i t t l e  vzife and a  b ig  p lan ta tio n
Way up yonder in  th e  Cherokee Nation.
The Cherokees responded to  th is  th re a t  as leg a lly  as p o ss ib le .
47
They challenged Georgia before  th e  Supreme Court o f tik^gJnited S ta te s .
^^William W irt to  George R. Gilmer, M iscellaneous L e tte rs  and Docu­
ments Concerning Early Cherokees, MSS D ivision, N ortheastern S ta te  College, 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma.
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Cherokee Phoenix, 29 May 1830.
45
Ib id . I 6 Nov, 1830,
^^Louis F i l l e r  and A llen Guttman, e d s ..  The Removal o f  th e  Chero­
kee Nation (Boston, 1962), 18.
47John Ross to  George Gilmer, Dec. 1830, J . R. P.
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Ihe Indians asked fo r  a. fed e ra l annulment o f th e  odious laws in  The Chero­
kee Nation vs. Georgia. The Cherokees claimed, w ith the  passion o f a son 
claiming h is  b i r th r ig h t ,  t h a t  Hie United S ta tes had always considered them 
an independent n a tio n , th a t  Georgia sovereignty  had thus been i l le g a l ly  
extended over th e i r  land , th a t  th e  1802 compact by i t s  very wording recog­
nized Cherokee land t i t l e ,  th a t  former p residen ts had recognized i t ,  and
4-8th a t  Cherokees were determined to  r e ta in  th e i r  land.
Counsel fo r  the  Cherokees argued th a t  the  Supreme Court had su f­
f ic ie n t  power to  issu e  the  requested in ju n c tio n , th a t  th e  Cherokees had
always been considered independent, and th a t  adequate cause was ev ident
49to  requ ire  fed e ra l a c tia n . William W irt, no t ye t a p re s id e n tia l  candi­
d a te , eloquently  m arshalled convincing evidence th a t  th e  Cherokees had a l ­
ways been tr e a te d  as a sep ara te  entiig/ by th e  United. S ta tes  and th a t  e a r­
l i e r  t r e a t i e s  were now being abrogated simply because America, l ik e  an­
c ie n t S parta , had the  power to  expand a t  th e  ejqîense o f i t s  neighbors.
W irt v iv id ly  excoriated  race  p re ju d ice , th a t  camoflauged h e a r t  o f th e  i s ­
sue , and exhorted the cou rt to  g ran t th e  Cherokee p e t i t i o n . C h i e f  Ju s- 
"tice John M arshall, grayed and stooped by seven ty -six  years o f F e d e ra lis t 
la b o r , sympathized w ith the  Indians and adm itted th a t  the  Cherokee Nation 
was indeed an e n t i ty ,  but i t  was more properly a "dcmestic dependent na­
t io n ” than  an independent pcwer, and he ru led  th a t  the  Supreme Court had 
no ju r is d ic t io n  in  the  case.^^  In  a d issen ting  opinion. Ju s tic e  Smith
48
^ Ib id .. 32-36.
P e te rs , Cherokee Nation ag a in st Georgia, 2-31. 
49,
^°Ib id . , 65-150. 
^ ^ Ib id ., 159-164.
28
Thompson (New York), jo ined  by Ju s tic e  Joseph Story (M assachusetts), con­
tended th a t  the  Cherokee Nation was an independent s ta te  fo r  which the
52court should issu e  the  requested in junc tion .
Outside th e  c o u rt 's  hallowed chambers, pressure  fo r  removal mounted 
l ik e  a  gust-d riven  brush f i r e .  C rafty p o lit ic ia n s  maneuvered e d ic ts  and
words, and ro u g h -fis ted , hard-eyed in tru d e rs  invaded th e  Cherokee Nation.
53They k i l le d ,  kidnapped, and in su lte d  Ind ians, took th e i r  houses, smashed 
t h e i r  fu rn itu re , and consumed th e i r  p r o v i s i o n s . T h e  Georgia Guard, 
formed to  p ro te c t th e  s t a t e 's  newly-acquired gold m ines, m erc ilessly  en­
forced s ta te  laws and personal whimsey as w ell—ac tu a lly  proposing to  whip
55Cherokee wonen who verbally  offended ihem!
Such a c t iv i ty  evoked p ro te s ts ,  according to  lo c a tio n , Ih ro u ^ o u t 
America. Memorials frcm c iv i l  o rganizations and re lig io u s  groups inun­
dated C o n g r e s s , " P e o p l e  in  New England and "the Middle S ta tes  who had 
never seen an Indian were holding public  meetings on th e  p lig h t  o f the  
Cherokees and denanding th a t  Congress rescue them. The p la in  people o f 
America were aroused as they were not to  be again u n t i l  the  pub lica tion  
o f Uncle Tan's Cabin."^^
^^Ib id . , 224.
53Cherokee Phoenix, 10 Feb. 1830; ib id . , 17 Feb. 1830.
S^ Ib id . , 12 June 1830.
S^lb id . , 5 March 1831; ib id . , 16 July 1831.
Ib id . ,  27 Jan. 1830; ib id . , 10 Feb. 1830; ib id . , 3 March 1830; 
ib id . , 12 June 1830.
^^Starkey, The Cherokee Nation, 118.
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Momentarily awed by th is  g rass-ro o ts  re a c tio n , the  government c rep t 
s o f t ly ;  le s s  obvious to o ls  than coercion were employed. Since Cherokees 
had used t r ib a l  monies to  h i r e  s k i l le d  law yers, who in  tu rn  embarassed th e  
government w ith th e i r  knowledge o f c o n s titu tio n a l law, the United S ta tes 
declared th a t  the  annuity money would henceforth be paid to  ind iv idua l In­
dians ra th e r  than  the  t r i b a l  government. Less than  tvzo per cen t of the  
Cherokees co llec ted  th e  f i f t y  cen ts o ffe red , and th is  s ly  attem pt to  d is ­
rup t the  na tion  m iscarried . The money simply flowed in to  N ashville  banks 
and swelled -trib a l f u n d s . B e n j a m i n  F. Currey, a  federa l removal agent, 
c landestine ly  h ire d  mixed-bloods to  ag itate , fo r  removal—and l ik e  wasps a t
an afternoon p icn ic  they caused some s t i r  in  the  na tio n . Torrents o f  whis-
59
key swept some Indians in to  th e  hands of designing agents, y e t n e ith e r  
th re a ts  nor b ribes nor d iso rder brought removal while the  n a tio n a l au th o ri­
t i e s  remained fixed  on th e i r  anti-rem oval course.
Anti-removal sentnment was embodied in  th e  cfynamic, i f  d ic ta to r ia l ,  
personality  o f P rin c ip a l Chief John Ross. His p leas fo r  support s t i r r e d  
the  n a tio n , and h is  Washington delegations etched t h e i r  peop le 's  p lig h t  
upon the n a tio n 's  conscience. In  1831 they s t i l l  hoped, w ith c h ild lik e  
f a i th ,  to  a v e rt removal, b u t two years l a t e r  a  small band o f  mixed-bloods 
je ttiso n e d  a l l  f a i th  in  the  United S ta tes as absurd.
For Georgians were im patien t and r e s t le s s .  John Ridge, th e  young. 
New England-educatjed, a r t ic u la te  and outspoken son of Major Ridge, noted 
h is  peop le 's  d is tr e s s :
^^Ib id . , 150-151; Cherokee Phoenix, 23 Ju ly  1831.
^^Grant Foreman, Indian Removal (Norman, 1937), 236.
Cherokee Phoenix, 5 March 1831.
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The S ta te  o f Georgia as a Government, I  presume, would no t 
issu e  o rd ers  to  murder these  In d ian s, but th e  c rue l po licy  o f 
Gen, Jackson and o f  t h a t  s t a te ,  has a  powerful in fluence on the 
wicked and p ro f l ig a te ,  to  exercise  t h e i r  inhuman fe ro c ity  on 
th e  now defenceless Cherokees and Creeks. Vlho are  now th e  sa­
vage people? IVho heathen? and who a re  the  pagans? Can the  
world, I  mean th e  honest portion  o f  i t ,  denominate these  nations 
by such e p ith e ts , while our people are  u n re s is tin g ly  su ffe rin g  
in  t h e i r  t r i a l s ?
As i f  in  re p ly , Wilson Lumpkin urged Georgians to  claim what was t h e i r s , 
fo r  "a few thousand h a lf  c iv il iz e d  men, both indisposed and incompetant 
to  the  f a i th fu l  discharge o f th e  d u ties o f c it iz e n sh ip , and sc a tte re d  over 
a  te r r i to r y  so ex ten siv e , can never enjoy the  inestim able b lessin g  o f c i ­
v i l  government,"
E ffec tiv e ly  countering th is  charge, the  Cherokees again summoned 
Georgia in to  court in  W orcester vs. Georgia. A fte r re je c tin g  Governor
63G ilm er's advice th a t  they f le e  the  Cherokee Nation and avoid prosecu tion , 
severa l m issionaries were a rre s ted  fo r  refusing  to  take an oath of a l l e ­
giance to  Georgia. Like a slave headed fo r  au c tio n , Dr. E liz u r  B u tler had
64
to  march in  chains to  p riso n . In  j a i l ,  Samuel W orcester appealed h is  
four-year sentence to  th e  Supreme Court. Revisv?ing th is  p e ti t io n  fo r  a 
w rit  o f  e r ro r ,  John M arshall brooded over the  h is to ry  c f  United S ta te s -  
Cherokee re la t io n s , decreed th a t  the  Cherokee Nation had been and s t i l l  
was a n a tio n , a sse rte d  th a t  the  Georgia laws hobbled United States-C hero- 
kee re la t io n s ,  and declared those laws n u ll and void.^^
^^Cherokee Phoenix, 9 Ju ly  1831.
R9Lurpkin, Removal o f  the  Cherokees frcm Georgia, I ,  96.
C O
George R. Gilmer to  S i r ,  16 May 1831, John Howard Payne Papers.
^^E lizur B u tle r to  David Greene, Brainerd Mission L e tte rs .
Opinion o f the  Supreme Court o f th e  United S ta te s , a t  January 
term , 1832, Delivered by Mr. Chief Ju s tic e  M arshall," (Washington, 1832), 
3-20.
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The Cherokees re jo iced  over the  v e rd ic t as a man on death row 
ce leb ra tes a pardon. E lias Boudinot spoke fo r  h is  people:
I t  i s  g lo rious news. The lâ 'TS o f th e  s ta te  are  declared 
by the  h ighest ju d ic ia l  tr ib u n a l in  the  country to  be n u ll S 
void . I t  i s  a g rea t triu iiph on th e  p a r t  o f th e  Cherokees so 
f a r  as the  question o f  th e i r  r ig jits  were concerned. The ques­
tio n  i s  fo rever s e t t le d  as to  who i s  r ig h t  8 who i s  wrong.
Ihe controversy i s  exactly  whero i t  ought to  be 8 where we 
have a l l  along been desirous i t  should be. I t  i s  n o t new be­
tween the  g rea t s ta te  o f Georgia 8 th e  poor Cherokees but be­
tween the  Ü, S. 8 th e  S ta te  o f Georgia.
The decision , thought Boudinot, promised "a new era"^^ thoujÿi he knew i t
alone wrought no sa lv a tio n , V/riting h is  "friend" John Ross, John Ridge
68reported  "a g rea t 8 vigorous expression o f  indignation" frcm sympathetic 
Northerners he and Boudinot met as they spoke on th e  removal proposals. 
Ridge a lso  ex to lled  the  Supreme Court decision  as a  Cherokee v ic to ry .
Such h i^ - f ly in g  hopes were abruptly  punctured by well-aimed Amer­
ican  e d ic ts ,  fo r  Andrevr Jackson ignored th e  Supreme Court and Georgia re ­
doubled i t s  harassment. Like mimes in  an ancien t drama, Alabama and Ten­
nessee followed Georgia by extending th e i r  laws over Cherokee lands vn.th- 
70in  th e i r  bo rders. Georgia evaded judi-cial p ro p rie tie s  w ith felonious 
strategem , and s ta te  o f f ic ia ls  defied  th e  United S ta tes  Supreme Court with 
adolescent bravado, d isregarded pro-Cherokee decisions o f t h e i r  own s ta te
®^Elias Boudinot to  Stand W atie, 7 March 1832, Cherokee Nation 




^John Ridge to  John Ross, 3 A pril 1832, J ,  R, P.
Ĉherokee Phoenix, 25 Feb. 1832; ib id . , 25 Jan . : 
bama cou rt subsequently annulled th a t  s t a t e 's  laws, i b i d . , 23 Nov. 1833.
^John Ridge to  John Ross, 12 Jan. 1832, J .  R, P.
69̂
7n . 1834; An Ala-
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co u rts , and "turned out o f  o ffice"  one pro-Cherokee judge.
Without fed e ra l p ro tec tio n , the  Cherokees were defenceless. John
Ridge b l is te re d  th a t  "Chicken Snake Genl. Jackson [who] has time to  crewl
73and hide in  the  lu x u rian t Grass o f h is  nefarious hypocrisy." But hope 
dies slow ly, and Ridge thought the  1832 e le c tio n  might e lim inate Jackson, 
and he believed  th a t  a  removal tre a ty  could only be signed by a  tra ito ro u s
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fac tio n  seduced by the  P residen t.
But Andrew Jackson 's p o lic ie s  were no t to  be d ic ta te d  by th e  wel­
fa re  o f  15,000 Ind ians. His " friend ly  feeling" fo r  them may have been
genuine, fo r  he believed  th a t  " tru e  philanthropy," un like  wet-eyed s e n t i-
75m entality , was r e a l i s t i c :  th e  Indians had to  e i th e r  remove or p e rish .
He believed in  s ta te  sovereignty (sho rt o f n u l li f ic a tio n )  and could no t
reconcile  th is  b e l ie f  w ith an independent Indian na tion  vjithin sovereign 
76s ta te s .  South C aro lina 's  n u l l i f ic a tio n  stance g lared as a warning bea­
con which burned Southern rancor upon the  n a tio n 's  soul—thus perhaps
77Jackson's "benevolent Indian policy" salved wounds and d isp e lled  an i r ­
r i t a n t  to  some of a se c e ss io n is t temperament. With an eye on th e  impend-
71 Ilary Boggs Gude, "Georgia and the  Cherokees" (unpublished Ph.M. 
th e s is ,  The U niversity  o f Chicago, 1910), 63.
H. Underwood to  John Ross, 15 Nov. 1831, J .  R. P.
^^John Ridge to  Stand W atie, 6 A pril ,1832, C. M. P.
7̂ Ibid.
^^Andrew Jackson 's Second Annual Message, 6 Dec. 1830, in  F i l l e r  
and Gutrtman, Removal o f the  Cherokee N ation, 50,
^^Thomas McKenney, Memoirs (New York, 1846), I ,  258,
77Marquis James, Andrew Jackson: P o r tra i t  o f  a  P residen t (New 
York, 1937), 318.
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78ing 1832 e le c tio n , Jackson defied  the  Supreme Court and pursued h is  r e ­
moval o b jec tiv e .
Removal a t t r a c te d  only a  few emigrants in  1832, and they su ffe red
as only th e  uprooted can. Only 900 Cherokees removed between 1831 and 
791833, and a t  th is  ra te  the  number em igrating would not have kept pace
w ith the  n a tio n ’s b i r th  r a t e . T h e  N ational Council scorned th e  removal
81tr e a ty  p ro ffered  i t  in  1832 with g ra n ite - l ik e  firm ness, but Andrew Jack­
so n 's  1832 e le c to ra l  triumph doomed Cherokees to  h is  Indian p o lic ie s .
Some Cherokees now embraced th e  in ev itab le  and began to  d iscuss 
how b e s t to  remove. Ihey could n o t surv ive th e  encroachment o f  Georgians, 
fo r ,  as ”A Friend o f  L iberty" w rote, w hites were more savage than  Indians
and the  Cherokees could only r e ta in  the  d ign ity  they s t i l l  possessed by
82escaping the  " t\/rann ica l law s, orders and ac ts"  o f Georgia. The f i r s t  
th in- f a u l t  on th e  po lished  surface of Cherolcee un ity  appeared in  1832 when 
a  delegation  o f  Western Cherokees, led  by James S ta r r  and John Walker, 
gave, the United S ta tes  a l i s t  o f  p o te n tia l  pro-removal men. Composed w ith­
out the  knowledge o f thioss l i s t e d ,  i t  an tic ip a ted  the  leadersh ip  of the  
embryonic Trealo,^ Parb /: E lias  Boudinot, John Ridge, Andrew Ross, William
^Robert A, Rutland, " P o l i t ic a l  Background o f th e  Cherokee Treaty;’ 
o f New Echota," The Chronicles o f  Oklahona, XXVII (Autumn 1949), 400,
S. Senate, 23d Cong., 1 s t  S e ss ., Correspondence on th e  Sub- 
je c t  o f  the  Emigration o f  Ind ians , Senate Document 512 (Washington, 1833), 
143-175.
on
Cherokee Phoenix, 24 Nov. 1832.
® ^ran t Foreman, Ind ian  Removal (Norman, 1932), 245-246.
82Cherokee Phoenix, 1 Oct. 1831.
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83H icks, and o th e rs . The f i r s t  trem or o f  schism, scarce ly  troubled  the  na-
tLcn, but John Ross i l lu s t r a te d  some o f th e  absolutism  o f h is  regime by 
pouncing upon th e  d iss id e n ts . He forced Boudinot to  res ig n  as e d ito r  of 
th e  Phoenix and demanded th a t  the  news be managed so as to  reassure  and
Oh
soothe the  people. Forced underground, th is  suppressed d issen t slwzly
undermined so c ie ty .
VJhile John Ross p e rio d ica lly  labored fo r  h is  people in  Washington, 
th e  p ro - tre a ty  fa c tio n  strengthened i t s e l f  w ith in  th e  n a tio n . Treaty ad­
vocates pleaded fo r  th e  salvatLon o f a people whose ex istence  and charac­
t e r  would p e rish  w ithout removal. A m issionary vjrote th a t  i t  was unsafe 
to  l iv e  in  areas claimed by G e o r g i a , a n d  a Cherokee lamented th a t
The b e a u tifu l and beloved country o f th e  Cherokees i s  now 
passing to  th e  occupancy o f  the Georgians. The drawing o f  the  
lends and Gold mines o f th e  Cherokees continues to  be prosecuted 
w ith v ig o r, under th e  au tho rity  o f th e  a n li^ te n e d  and C hristian  
Governor o f  Georgia. The Fortunate drawers [o f lo t te ry  t ic k e t s ]
(so ca lled ) a re  d a ily  en tering  in to  possession o f th e  a rab le  and 
otherw ise valuable lo ts  which they have drawn, and obtained by 
a  game o f chances. The Cherokee country i s  now wedged w ith s e t­
t l e r s ,  and droves o f  land h u n te rs , to  which th e  Indians cry 
d a ily , and i t  i s  l i t e r r a l l y ,  Robery! Robery! This crusade on 
our r ig h ts  forms a new e ra  in  the  h is to ry  of the  United S ta tes 
by which th e  Cherokees are  de-na tiona lized , t r e a t i e s  destrc^^ed, 
th e  le g is la t io n  o f  Congress to  carry  them in to  e f fe c t  annulled, 
and the  f a i th  o f th e  repub lic  f le d  to  th e  western wilcJs.^^
As i f  dismayed by th e  carnage o f a b a t t l e f i e ld ,  some Cherokees abandoned
th e i r  lands and f le d  v o lu n ta rily  to  the  West. To many, E lia s  "Bouctinot
^%oodward, The Cherokees, 169-172.
^^Cherokee Phoenix, 11 Aug. 1832.
 ̂̂ Heinrich Clauder, "The Diary o f th e  Moravian Missions among the  
Cherokee IncJians," 7-13 Jan. 1833, bound ty p e sc r ip t in  Oklahoma S ta te  
H is to r ic a l Society .
Cherokee Phoenix, 19 Jan. 1833,
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was r ig h t:  For th e  Cherokees to  c lin g  to  th e i r  land under such circum-
87stances could only r e s u l t  in  moral death ,"
John Ridge soon endorsed removal. Complaining th a t  Cherokees su f­
fered  in to le ra b le  "aggressions" and were "robbed S whipped by th e  whites
almost every day," he urged John Ross to  "es tab lish "  th e  na tion  elsevAiere;
88perhaps people, l ik e  bushes in  sp rin g , could be tran sp lan ted . And John
Ridge knew Andrew Jackson’s re s o lu tio n , fo r  the  P resid en t, with fa th e r ly
c a re , had warned him th a t  " to  save h is  people from moral and physical
death" he must drampion removal. " Ih is  conviction he did not f a i l  to  make
known to  h is  f r ie n d s , and hence arose the  Treaty P arty . I t  d id  n o t spring
up in  opposition  to  th e  Cherokee. Government, fo r  th a t  gcvemment was anni- 
89h ila te d !"  He persuaded h is  doubt-plagued fa th e r , Major Ridge, to  back 
removal w ith h is  p re s tig e  even tlroudi The Ridge had helped execute one who 
had i l l e g a l ly  ceded Cherokee land in  1809. By 1833 th e  Treaty Party open­
ly  proposed s e l l in g  th e  e n tire  n a tio n , and th e i r  a g ita tio n  divided the  
t r ib e .
Any removal proposals were r e s is te d ,  q u ite  n a tu ra lly , by th e  Ross 
government, and re s is ta n c e  stratagem s employed by th e  government in creas­
ing ly  rasped Treaty Party nerves. No e lec tio n s  had been held  s in ce  1828, 
and th e  m inority  fac tio n  resen ted  th e  chaffing  r e s t r ic t io n s  enjoined by 
Ross. E lia s  Boudinot se rio u sly  considered removal as ea rly  as th e  f a l l  o f
^^Starkey, The Cherokee N ation, 208.
^^John Ridge to  John Ross, 2 Feb. 1833, J .  R. P.
®^Treaty Delegation Argument, 13 June 18*46, L e tte rs  Received by 
the  O ffice o f Indian A ffa irs , N ational Archives M icrofilm , Roll 90. 
[H ereafter c ite d  as L. R. 0. I .  A.]
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1832,90 he resen ted  Ross's e f fo r ts  to  prevent open discussion o f the  
problem; he remained, however, to  work fo r  a favorable removal t r e a ty  fo r  
the. people. Ross consisten tly  f i l l e d  Council vacancies with h is  under­
lin g s . % en Major Ridge, John Ridge, and David Venn, a l l  rem.oval sup­
p o r te rs , refused to  resign  th e i r  Council p o s itio n s , the Ross m ajority  
proved i t s  m a llea b ility  to  d ic ta tio n  and impeached them—thus elin iinating  
troublesome debate fran  the  N ational Council in  1834.^1
I'/hile the  Cherokees divided in te rn a l ly ,  Georgians surged in to  the  
na tio n . Waving lo tte ry  t ic k e ts  l ik e  b i l l s  o f s a le ,  voracious f ro n t ie r s -  
mien threw Indians o f f  th e i r  farms. I t  was a l l  done, they s a id , to  help
Uie Indians and ju s t i f ie d  as th e  p rerogative  o f s ta te  sovereignty and l i -  
Q9b e rty . In  the  w inter of 1833-1834, John Ross, l ik e  many o th e rs , lo s t
93h is  home and p lan ta tio n , Cherokee p ro te s ts  bounced o ff  deaf ears and 
hardened h e a rts  l ik e  h a i l  stones o ff  tim e-polished boulders. Long-hallowed 
t r e a t ie s  were ignored by responsib le  fed e ra l o f f ic ia l s .  Federal agents 
kept promoting removal, ye t few promoters have had le s s  success, fo r  the 
Cherokees had determined to  s ta y . Vulturous trad e rs  flocked to  the  a re a , 
and th e i r  camps
became th e  n u rse ries  8 recep tac les o f id le n ess , drunkeness S 
v ic e . I t  i s  fran  these  th a t  a to r re n t  o f tumultuous re v e lle rs  
i s  pouring i t s e l f  incessan tly  in to  the  ta^m . . . in troducing 
. . . shameful 8 bloocfy quarre ls  8 drunken org ies in to  the
90starkey, The Cherokee N ation, 191.
9^Ben F. Currey to  Lewis Cass, 15 Sept. 1834, Copies o f MSS in  the  
O ffice of Indian A ffa irs , Grant Foreman, comp., Oklahoma S ta te  H is to r ic a l 
Society .
9^Lumpkin, Removal o f th e  Cherokees fran  Georgia, I ,  128, 142. 
99Foreman, Indian Removal, 251-252.
37
camp. And i s  i t  no t su rp ris in g  th a t  nothing apparently  i s  done 
to  remove the  source o f so much m isch ief, and . . . purge "these 
wa"ters o f law less venders who d a ily  and every hour o f  th e  day 
g n i ^ t  are  openly demons"tzina"ting themselves to  be pub lic  nuis­
ances?^^
As "the d iso rders increased , pro-removal men form ally united . They 
formed "the Treaty P arty . The schism which began as a h a ir - l in e  f a u l t  be­
came a chasm. A fte r a decade o f f a i lu r e ,  th e  United S ta te s  had a t  l a s t  
s ire d  a fac"ti.on through which i t  could e ffe c t  removal.
S ^ I b i d , , 2 5 3 ,
CHAPTER I I I  
REMOVAL CONSUMMATED
, . . and the  o thers a l l  
VThom here  thou s e e s t , while they liv e d , did  S'Ow 
Scandal and schism , and th e re fo re  thus are. re n t , 
A .fiend i s  here  behind, who v?ith h is  sword 
Hacks us thus c ru e lly , s liv e rin g  again 
Each o f th is  ream, when we have compast  round 
The dismal way; fo r  f i r s t  our gashes close 
Ere. we re.pess before him,
—Dante
Mankind are. so much the same, in  a l l  times and 
p lac es , th a t  h is to ry  informs us o f nothing nevj 
o r  strange in  th i s  p a r t ic u la r . I t s  ch ie f use i s  
only to  d iscover the  constant and un iversal 
p rin c ip le s  c f  human nature ,
—David Hume
The. b i r th  o f th e  Treaty Party w ith in  the  Cherokee Nation moulded 
th e  n a tic n ’s development fo r  a generation. Formed o f n e c e ss ity , i t  t r a ­
va iled  fo r  i t s  people and nearly  perished a t  t h e i r  hands « To Cherokees, 
Treaty Party  men were e i th e r  v isionary  sa in ts  o r  tra i to ro u s  scoundrals.
In  f a c t ,  they  were n e ith e r . Some, l ik e  E lias Boudinot, thought th a t  only 
removal could save the  Cherokees. O thers, l ik e  Major Ridge, were, perhaps 
hypnotized by prospects o f gain—though pro-Ross advocates have exagger­
a ted , as enemies w i l l ,  th e  s in  of th e i r  foes.
By th e  f a l l  o f  1833, th e  p ro -tre a ty  men defied  John Ross and pro­
moted removal. In  December o f 1833, Andrew Ross, the P rin c ip a l C h ie f 's  
b ro th e r, rep resen ted  th e  Treaty Party in  Washington, He ta lk e d  to  Andrew
38
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Jackson and l a t e r  b r o u ^ t  E lias Boudinot and Major Ridge in to  th e  discus­
sio n s . On June 19, 1834, Andrew Ross and a delegation  o f E astern Chero­
kees jo ined  a Western Cherokee delegation  in  signing  a removal t r e a ty  to  
be o ffered  th e  n a tio n .^  In  th e  f a l l  o f  1834 he explored s i t e s  in  th e  West
o ffered  h is  people. For h is  1834 e f f o r t s ,  Andrew Ross received  $1,245
2
frcm th e  fed e ra l government. W itrin th e  n a tio n , the  Ridges and Boudinot
3
championed removal, and th e i r  kinsman. Stand W atie, spurred them on.
They held  a meeting ea rly  in  1834 to  promote a removal t r e a ty , but 
few Cherokees jo ined  them. T heir party  was only an i r r i t a n t  to  most 
Cherokees. Though supporters o f John Ross knew th a t  the fac tio n  was a 
th re a t  to  th e  n a tio n , they were confident th a t  i t  involved only a  handful 
Of "people, ̂
But t h e i r  confidence evaporated as th e  scorching wind o f violence 
seared th e  n a tio n . Andrew Ross faced death fo r  advocating removal;® the 
removal t r e a ty  presented by him in  1834 was re je c te d  by th e  N ational Coun­
c i l  , and one t r e a ty  supporter was hacked to  death as he retu rned  home fran  
th e  meeting. Rumors th a t  Major Ridge and o thers were to  be assassina ted
^Foreman, Indian Removal, 264.
2Cherokee Phoenix, 5 A pril 1834; F inancial Statem ent, L .R .O .I.A ., 
R. 80; Meigs Jo u rn a l, 30 Ju ly  1830, MSS D iv ision , U niversity  o f North 
C arolina, Chapel H i l l ,  North C arolina.
3
F inancial Statem ent, 28 Aug. 1835, C.N.P.
4
John Howard Payne Papers, I I ,  May 1834.
^William Underwood to  John Ross, 4 June 1834, J.R .P .
^Foreman, Indian Removal, 265.
7
Foreman, Indi^an Removal, 265; Mooney, Myths o f the  Cherokees,
121; Clauder, Diary o f  Moravian M issions, 10.
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e le c t r i f ie d  th e  nation,®  and as emotions enkindled reason re tre a te d . Yet 
these  ou tbursts only foreshadot/ed years o f fa c tio n a l tension  and r e t r i ­
bu tion . Undaunted, "die Treaty Party  pursued i t s  course; by la te  November 
i t  was form ally organized, and a  delegation  went to  Washington to  arrange 
a removal trea ty .®  In Washington, both fac tio n s  wrangled vdth th e  Ikiited 
S ta tes fo r  concessions and tre a ty  prov isions. John Ross had canplained 
th a t  the  Q'^erokee annu ities  were unlaw fully w ithheld end demanded th e i r  
deposit in  th e  n a tio n a l treasu ry  under h is  control.^®
He fu r th e r  in s is te d , vrLth ad.arnantine bo ldness, th a t  only $20,000,000 
could induce h is  people to  ccnsider r e m o v a l . M a j o r  Ridge, more co m p li- , 
an t to  United S ta te s  p ressu re , agreed to  consider $4,500,000, and th e  Trea­
ty  Party  delegates signed a prelim inary t r e a ty  on March 14, 1835, which
12
needed th e  approval o f the National Council to  become v a lid . ' In  desper­
a tio n , John Ross proposed, l ik e  Brighirr. Young a decade l a t e r ,  to  re .-s e tt le
TO
h is  people ou tside  "the United S ta te s—possib ly  in  Mexn.co. United S ta tes 
pressure mounted. The House of Representatives considered a b i l l  which 
qu ite  simply ordered the  Cherokees to  exchange th e i r  lend in  th e  E ast fo r 
a Western g ran t bu t most Congressmen p re fe rred  'the facade of a tieeaty.
John Ross to  John Ridge, J.R .P .
% lija h  Hicks to  E lbert H erring, 31 May 1836, L.R.O.I.A.,  R. 80; 
Woodward, th e  Cherokees, 177-178.
l*^The Congressional Globe, 24 May 1834, 23d Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., I ,
396.
^^Foreman, Indian Removal, 266.
^^Ib id .
^^John Ross to  I .  M. de C a s tillo  Y Lanzar, Charge de A ffa irs  of 
Mexico, 22 March 1835, J.R .P .
^ ^ o u se  o f Representatives B ill  747, 19 Feb. 1835, J.R .P .
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The te n ta t iv e  treaty / signed by th e  Ridge delegates seemed th e  most
le g a l course f o r  th e  Union to  pursue, /ind to  a t  l e a s t  one Cherokee, John
Rogers, who liv e d  in  th e  West, the  proposed t r e a ty  was e x c e lle n t. Under
i t ,  "the poor Ind ian ,"  Rogers declared , "enjoys^the same r ig h ts  as th e
r ic h ."  D espite the " se lf ish "  opposition o f John Ross to  th e  t r e a ty ,  Rogers
hoped th a t  the  government would "never have anything to  do w ith hjjTi."^^
To a id  th e  Treaty P arty  and to  n eg o tia te  removal, th e  Reverend
Jchn F. Schermerhom, a  U tica , Ilew York, m in is te r , en tered  the  na tion  as
16a sp e c ia l agent fo r  the  United S ta te s . He arranged a meeting near John 
Ridge’s a t  the  head of th e  Coosa in  Ju ly  to  consider the  questions o f an­
n u itie s  and removal, and nearly  one-six th  o f the  na tion  q u ie tly  assembled 
17to  hear him. John Ridge and Schermierhom both spoke fe rv e n tly , b u t the
Cherokees heeded "the q u ie t log ic  o f John Ross and re je c ted  (2,325 to  114)
18th e  proposed d is tr ib u tio n  of annui.ties to  in d iv id u a ls . The 114 votes 
represen ted  " th e  e n tir e  s tren g th  of the  Ridge party  bu t th e  t r e a ty  pro­
ponents reso lved  to  redouble t h e i r  e f fo r ts .
20
New "quarre ls  are. deadly," and John Ross t r i e d ,  l ik e  a surgeon, 
to  heal th e  breach in  th e  na tion  by g ra ftin g  th e  fact5.ons to g e th e r . Sup­
p ression  had fa i le d —perhaps compromise would succeed. Thus he c a lle d  a
^^John Rogers to  Major Ridge, 10 March 1835, C.N.P.
^^Meigs Jo u rn a l, 7 Ju ly  1835.
^%m. Y. H ansell to  John Ross, 12 June 1835, J .R .P . ;  Meigs Jo u rn a l, 
22 July  1835.
l^Ibid.
Clauder, Diary o f  Moravian M issions, 19 July  1835, 14.
on
Homer, The I l ia d , IX.
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21•’sp ec ia l meeting" and urged the  Ridges to  a tten d . Not questioning h is
motives » th e  Ridges assured him w ith "b ro therly  confidence" th a t  they too
22coveted n a tio n a l unit>^ For they had " a l l  along desired  th e  b e s t of
friendsh ip  from yourselves and o thers having in  view the  u ltim ate  sa lv a tio n
23of our oppressed people." But ta lk  i s  le s s  co stly  than ac tio n  and no­
thing happened to  save th e  n a tion . Threats o f v io lence, l ik e  leaves on
the c re s t  o f a dry autumn v'dnd, s t i l l  s i f te d  through the n a tio n , and Gecr-
24gians grew bold enough to  a r r e s t  Cherokee lead ers . And t r e a ty  propc-
25nents saw nen o f  l ik e  f a i th  martyred fo r  t h e i r  " r ig ^ t  o f opinion."
In  an atmosphere quickened by ha tred  end fe a r , the N ational Coun­
c i l  met in  October. Tempers were b r id le d , and a troubled  calm p reva iled
as Cherokees re je c te d  th e  p roferred  t r e a ty .  Even E lias Boudinot and John
26Ridge voted ag a in st i t .  Ross kep t Schermerhorn from presen ting  h is  case
27or even a sso c ia tin g  vdth th e  Ind ians, and the  council appointed a t h i r ­
teen-member, Ross-led delegation , which included Treaty Party men E lias
28Boudinot, John Ridge, and Charles Vann, to  d iscuss removal w ith au th o ri-
^^John Ross to  Major Ridge and John Ridge, 30 July  1835, in  U. S. 
Senate, 24th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., Senate Document 286 (Washington, 1836), 60.
22 John Ridge, Major Ridge to  John Ross, 31 July 1836, ib id .
^^I b id . , 61.
24John Ross to  Gentlemen, 15 Sept. 1835, J.R .P .
25
John Ridge to  Wilson Lumpkin, in  John Howard Payne, John Hoivard 
Payne to  His Countrymen (Athens, 1961), 9.
Foreman, Indian Removal, 267.
27J .  F. Schermerhorn to  John Ross, 23 Oct. 1835, U. S. Senate,
24th Cong., 1 s t S e s s ., Document 286, 85.
28
John Ross to  Committee 6 Council, 24 Oct. 1835, i b i d . , 83.
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t i e s  in  Washington. With th e  fanaticism  o f  a newly-won devotee, an Ameri­
can jo u rn a l is t^  John Howard Payne, c au s tic a lly  condemned the  t r e a ty  pro­
posals and was a rre s te d , along w ith Jolm Ross, and b r ie f ly  imprisoned fo r  
29h is  zea l. Both Georgia and the  United S ta tes remained unmoved: Chero­
kees must e i th e r  remove o r be crushed.
To e x tra c t the  demanded t r e a ty ,  Schermerhom called  another meet- 
30ing in  December. About 300 Oaerokees assembled a t  th e i r  o ld  t r ib a l  
c a p ita l  in  Georgia, New Echota, to  hear him. The Ridges cooperated and 
to ssed  aside t h e i r  pledge to  John Ross. Only seventr^z-nine men favored the
New Echota T reaty , and seven opposed i t ;  many favoring i t  were already/ en-
33ro lle d  to  ejnigrate. A small ccrnrnittee signed th e  treat}/ on Deceinber 28 ^
on
1835, and as he signed tüiis "Ocooee S tea l"  Major Ridge lab led  i t  h is  
33"death w arrant." The Cherokees dreaded removal, and th e  masses opposed
i t  w ith more passion than  in s ig h t, bu t E lia s  Boudinot defended th e  Treat\7
P a rty 's  action :
"We cannot conceive of th e  ac ts  o f a minority? to  be so re ­
prehensible end u n ju st as are represented  by Mr. Ross. I f  one 
hundred persons are  ignorant o f  t h e i r  tru e  s i tu a tio n  and are. 
so conpletely  blinded as no t to  see the  destruction  th a t  awaits 
them, we can see strong  reasons to  ju s t i f y  th e  ac tion  o f a mi- 
nor5.ty of f i f t y  persons to  do what th e  m ajority  would do i f
^% illiam  N. Bishop Statem ent, 11 Feb. 1836, L.R.O.I.A.,  R. 80; 
Payne, John Howard Payne to  His Countrymen, 8-49.
40J .  F. Schermerhom to  John Ross, 30 Oct. 1835, U, S. Senate,
24th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., Document 286, 93.
^^A. McCoy to  John Ross, 29 Dec. 1835, ib id . , 117.
32R ecollections o f Jack Hildebrand, Chattanooga Public L ibrary , 
^^Starkey, The Cherokee N ation, 267.
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they understood t h e i r  cond ition , to  save, a na tion  .from p o l i t i ­
ca l thraldom and moral degradation."^^
Controversy, sparked by "die t r e a ty , erupted to  s p l i t  the  na tion . 
Each side  exalted  i t s  righteousness and resented the  o th e r 's  in tra n s ig e n t, 
i l lo g ic a l  stand, I f  the  Treatj^ Partj/ were more r e a l i s t i c ,  i t s  c a re fu lly -  
reasoned, cold-hearted ac tio n  v?as treason—assuming, of course, th a t  the 
Cherokee Nation s t i l l  ex is ted  under the  leg itim ate  ru le  o f John Ross,
The t re a ty  i t s e l f  c a lle d  fo r  the rejiioval. o f th e  Cherokees to  the  
West, For the  cession o f t h e i r  lands, i f  they removed in  tvio y e a rs , th e  
United S ta tes praiiised to  pay them $5,000,000, provide fo r  th e  removal ex­
penses, make, compensation fo r  ind iv idua l lo sse s , and give them .a new home 
35in  the West, Though possib ly  6,000 Cherokees had previously  em igrated,
th e  1835 t re a ty  forced seme 16,500 Cherokees, 1,592 Negro s la v e s , and 200
whites to  abandon th e i r  homes,
The tr e a ty  was signed and r a t i f ie d  by the  United S ta te s  Senate,
but John Ross, as undaunted and unmoved as a gale-buffed c l i f f ,  refused
37to  consider removal. He c irc u la te d  p e t i t io n s , bu t they fa i le d  to  impress
Washington o f f ic ia ls  who dism issed them as the  work of fraudu len t—perhaps
38only over-zealous—nam e-co llectors, Ross c a lle d  a meeting to  p ro te s t
34The N ational In te l l ig e n c e r , 22 May 1838, in  Charles C, Rcyce 
The Cherokee Elation o f In d ian s , in  iFifth Annual Report o f th e  Bureau o f  
American Ethnology (Washington, 1887), 285,
^^Kappler, Indian M f a i r s , I I ,  324-333,
36Brandon, Ihe American Heritage. Book of In d ian s, 217,
37Cherokee Delegation to  Secretary o f War Lewis Cass, 2 Jan, 1836, 
U, S, Senate, 24th Cong,, 1 s t  S e ss , ,  Document 286, 24,
38J ,  F, Schermerhom to  Lewis Cass, 3 March 1836, L,R.O,I ,A, , R,
80; John Ridge, Stand Watie to  John F, Schermerhom, 26 Feb, 1836, ib id .
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39th e  t r e a ty ,  but only 200 people a ttended . There was ev idently  more ig ­
norance of the  t r e a ty  than  opposition  to  o r sentim ent fo r  i t .
To enforce removal, the  United S ta te s  se lec te d  Wilson Lumpkin, a 
p e rs is te n t  removal advocate and land s .ecu la to r. A fte r a  conference with
Treaty Party? le a d e rs , L’jmpkin rep o rted , in  1836, " th a t  a la rg e  portion  of
40the  Cherokees are  now vary desirous to  g e t o f f  th is  f a l l . "  His fo rec as t 
was accu ra te , bu t only fo r  the  T rea t; P a rty , which was already forging i t s  
removal p lans.
Ridge men a sse rted  th a t  John R>oss alone prevented wholesale re ­
moval. John Ridge and Stand '"tetie decried th e i r  peop le 's  p ro s tra tio n  and 
ca lled  John Rcss a corrup t d ic ta to r  who had u n fe tto red  use of the  n a tio n 's  
finances which he wasted cn personal luxu ries while pretending to  p ro te c t 
h is  p e o p l e . R i d g e  end vîatie contended th a t  "no tre a ty  can be acceptable"
to  the Rcss c lique  "unless they make i t ,  £ ge t a l l  the  funds in to  th e i r
42hands fo r  disbursement!"
Lumpkin too  d is lik e d  and re v ile d  John Rcss fo r  re ta rd in g  removal.
To coerce him, he got Congressional auidiority to  r e c ru i t  volunteers to
e je c t  th e  C h e r o k e e s . A n  agent fo r  th e  North Carolina Cherokees thought
th a t  most would remove i f  Ross were no t c h ie f , fo r
few Cherokees know anything respec ting  the  R a tif ic a tio n  o f 
T rea tie s . Some Whites and h a lf  breeds who l iv e  among them
39
Ben F. Currey to  E lb e rt H erring, 5 Feb. 1836, ib id .
40
Lumpkin, The Removal o f th e  Cherokees from Georgia, I I ,  36.
^^John Ridge, Stand Watie to  John F. Schermerhom, 25 Feb. 1836, 
L.R.O.I .A., R. 80.
^^Ib id .
no
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c u ltiv a tin g  the  b e s t lend without paying Rent o r Taxes, pro­
curing Indian  lab o r fo r  one p in t of s p i r i t s  per day, a re  op­
posed to  a Treaiy^, and use th e i r  influence with these  unfor­
tunate  People to  prevent one being niade.*^^
Nav7 removal ag en ts , l ik e  ward p o l i t ic ia n s , ra re ly  remain d is in te re s te d ,^ ^  
but a t  le a s t  one th ing  was evident: the most v iru le n t c r i t i c s  o f removal
had a vested in te r e s t  in  th e  land. Treaiy Part^/ leaders did p ro f i t  fran  
the  treaty)’, bu t open-handed Ross Party menbers a lso  received  pay fo r  s e r ­
vices from the United S t a t e s . M o n e y  gained by removal advocates was but 
a  f o o th i l l  when compared w ith th e  mountainous sums to  be lo s t  by th e  g rea t 
p lan te rs  l ik e  John Ross i f  th e  t re a ty  were implemented. But in  th i s  con­
f l i c t  n e ith e r  s id e  was blam eless. Mo friend  o f Ross, Wilson Lumpkin s t i l l  
noted th a t  " i t  c o s t me g rea t c a re , watchfulness and labo r to  prevent Ridge 
and h is  party  from running in to  gross im proprieties and extravagances."
I f  the  Cherokees learned nothing e lse  from th e i r  white neighbors, they did 
con trac t th a t  American plague, a love fo r  money, and wiidiout th is  passion 
the  Cherokees might have placed the  n a tio n ’s w elfare before  personal gain 
and kept i t  un ited  under heavj/ duress.
For removal was now in e v ita b le . "Gloaa and consternation" sa tu r-  
48ated  the  n a tio n . Fraud and rumors of fraud demanded in v es tig a tio n s  by
49removal o f f i c i a l s .  Mo doubt p a rt of the p ro te s t was a w ell-designed
^̂ Wm. H. Thomas to  J .  F. Schermerhom, 25 March 1836, L.R.O.I.A,,
R. 80.
45Evan Jones to  John Rcss, 20 Nov. 1837, J.R.P.
46M. W. Batman Account, 26 Jan, 1836, L.R.O.I.A.,  R. 80.
47Luirpkin, The Removal o f  the  Cherokees from Georgia, I I ,  85.
h Q
bvan Jones l e t t e r ,  23 May 1836, The B ap tist M issionary Magazine,
XVI (Aug. 1836), 202.
49
Major Ridge e t .  a l .  to  [B. F. Currey], 6 May 1836, L.R.O.I.A., 80.
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holding ac tion  by John Ross, but e jro lo ita tion  and corruption on a i l  sides
could not be ignored.
To find  o ther scapegoats, some Cherokees demanded blood s a c r if ic e
to  p ro p itia te  th e  Ridge peop le 's  s in ,  end death th re a ts  m u ltip lied . But
John Ridge remained s to ic a l ly  unperturbed:
The. Ross party  here  already count my death as c e r ta in . For even 
th is  I  am prepared. I f  I  can re liev e  my bleeding countrymen 
from the d estru c tio n  which surrounds them, I  am even prepared 
to  be immolated to  g ra tify  the  ambition o f rny enemies, and the 
re a l enemies o f th e  poor Cherokees.
For these  Cherokees, re.fugees of an undeclared war, were su ffe rin g .
Dispossessed by encroaching s e t t l e r s ,  many were "nearly  to  a s ta te  o f
51 . . 52s ta rv a tio n ."  More and more ra tio n s  were issued . Boom.ers thundered
in to  the n a tio n , and they schemed to  get both land and money from g u ile ­
le ss  Ind ians. ^^ M i.ssicnaries closed th e i r  s c h o o l s , a n d  while Cherokees 
begged fo r  peace "the low est c la ss  o f tlie white people" whipped them lik e  
dogs "with ccw h id es , S h icko rie  clubs.
On May 23, 1836, th e  Senate r a t i f ie d  th e  New Echota Treaty;, and
^^John Ridge l e t t e r ,  U. S. House o f R epresentatives, Cherokee 
D isturbances, 29th Cong., 1 s t Sess . ,  Document 185 (Washington, 1847), 53.
R. 80.
^^J. R. Matthavs e t .  a l .  to  Lewis Cess, 15 June 1836, L.R.O.I.A.,
52Chiliab Smith Ha-ze Papers, U niversity  o f North C arolina , passim ; 
A lbert S. Lenoir C o llec tion , U niversity of North C arolina, passim.
53Major Ridge, John Ridge to  Andrew Jackson, 30 June 1836, L.R.O.
I  .A . , R. 80.
54
D. S. Butrick to  David Greene, 22 Nov. 1836, Brainerd Mission 
L e tte rs ; D. S. Butrick to  David Greene, 28 Nov. 1836, ib id .
^^Major Ridge, John Ridge to  Andrew Jackson, 30 June 1836, L.R. 
O .I .A . , R. 80.
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on Ju ly  2 the necessary ironey to  e f fe c t  i t  vzas appropriated. At l e a s t
some Cherokees welcomed the  t r e a ty ,  fo r  the  Ridges reported w ith seme
overstatem ent th a t  they had "been h a ile d , by th e  poor Cherokees, as th e
57d e liv ere rs  from Ross's domination." Hoping to  c le r i jy  the  tre a ty  pro­
v is io n s , the  Treaty/ Party proposed a General Council meeting a t  New Echota
on September 12, 1836.^^ Though in v ite d , John Ross boycotted the  assembly,
59Perhaps he only wanted a b e t te r  " location" in  the  West, but William Ro­
gers in te rp re ted  h is  opposition  as a  " fa v o rite  scheme" designed to  "so  de­
lude idle people" th a t  they would revoke the  t re a ty  and "give the  money in ­
to  h is  h a n d s , R o s s  ca lled  h is  own council on September 15 a t  Red 
Clay.^^ General John E, Wool unsuccessfully  t r ie d  to  persuade th e  3,000 
assembled Cherokees to  remove, John Ross s teered  h is  people as su re ly  as 
a rudder guides a sh ip , and he dispatched y e t another delegation to  Wash-
CO
ington. Unimpressed by such s t a l l in g .  Wool simply reminded the  Chero­
kees o f  th e i r  removal dead line , May 23, 1838,^^
As he u tte red  th is  ultimatum, Wool prophesied idiat blood would
^^Jchn E. Wool to  th e  Cherokee People, 19 Sept, 1836, J .R .P , ;  
S ta tu tes a t  Large, 2 July  1836, V, 73,
57 . .Major Ridge, John Ridge to  Andrew Jackson, 30 June 1836, L.R, 
O .I .A , , R, 80,
58 .
Major Ridge e t ,  a l ,  to  John Ross, 17 Aug. 1836, J.R.P.
59Clauder, Diary o f  Moravian ?4issions, 29 Aug, 1836,
^^William Rogers to  B. F, Currey, 30 Aug. 1836, L.R.O.I.A.,  R, 80.
®^John Ross to  General Wool, 2 Sept. 1836, J.R .P .
®^J. E, Wool to  Lewis Cass, 18 Sept. 1836, L.R.O.I.A.,  R, 80.
63John E. Wool to  th e  Cherokee People, 19 Sept. 1836, J .R .P , ;  
L.R.O.I.A,,  R. 80; John E. Wool, General Order 74, 3 Nov. 1836, J .R.P,
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s ta in  t h e i r  rugged h i l l s  before Cherokees subm itted to  r e m o v a l . Y e t  
some l e f t  v o lu n ta rily . E arly  in  1837, 800 Treaty Party  members emi­
g ra ted ,^^  and Major P idge 's  party  disembarked above Van Buren, Arkansas, 
on March 27, 1 8 3 7 . Such "wealthy and in te l l ig e n t"  men obtained money
from the  United S ta tes and generally  p ra ised  both th e  t re a ty  and the  re -
R 7wards gained from i t .  But th e  masses awaited n e ith e r  coins nor omens—
they q u ie tly  fo llaved  John Ross.
Ross and h is  delegates besieged Washington. Though th e  P resident
a t  f i r s t  refused  to  see him,^® Ross p a tie n tly  memorialized Congress and
even tually  ta lk ed  to  the  ^ resid en t—only to  le a m  th a t  a l l  e f fo r ts  were 
69in  vain . Sane bureaucrats lis te n e d  to  Wilson Lumpkin’s p lea  fo r  armed
in te rv e n tic n , even i f  i t  would "revive th e  noisy syripathies o f the  deluded
7Dfana tick s from one end o f  th e  repub lic  to  iiie  o th e r ."
But force meant th e  use of th e  army, and here th e  p o lit ic ia n s  were 
b a ff le d . The h e a r t of each o f f ic e r  se n t to  enforce removal decrees melted
®Vdhn E. Wool to  B. F. B u tle r, 3 Jan. 1837, L.R.O.I.A. ,  R. 81.
Lumpkin, The Removal o f the  Cherokees from Georgia, I I ,  85.
^^Grant Foreman, e d . , "Journey o f  a Part}/ o f Cherokee Emigrants," 
M ississipp i Valley H is to r ic a l Review, XVEII (Sept. 1931), 245.
R 7Wilson Lumpkin, John Kennedy to  C. A.. H a rr is , 23 March 1837, 
L.R.O.I .A.,  R. 81.
C Q
B. F. B utler to  John Ross e t .  a l . , 24 Feb. 1837, J .R .P . ;  William 
R. King to  Andrew Jackson, 28 Feb. 1837, L.R.O.I.A.,  R. 81. Jackson 's no­
ta t io n  cn th e  outside of th e  l e t t e r ;  "We v û ll  have nothing to  do with him,"
^^John Ross re p lie s  before Committee, 25 Feb. 1837, J .R .P . ;  Chero­
kee Memorial to  Senate and House o f R epresen tatives, 22 Feb. 1837, J .R .P . ;  
John Ross and Delegation to  P re sid en t, 16 March 1837, L .R.O.I .A., R. 81; 
Jo e l R. P o in se tt to  Gen, John E. Wool, 12 A pril 1837, ib id .
R. 82,
^% ilson Lumpkin to  Martin Van Buren, 19 June 1837, L,R.O.I.A.,
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71a t  the  s ig h t o f Cherokee su ffe rin g . Though proud and a r i s to c r a t i c ,  the
Cherokees were e s se n tia lly  fr ien d ly  and honest, /ndrew Jackson’s removal
e ffo r ts  were repeatedly  fo ile d  as "hard -b itten" o ff ic e rs  turned  "pro-Cher-
79dkee" when they entered  the  n a tio n . General i'Jool s;$,mrpathized with them,
so in  June of 1837 a more vigorous removal proponent. Colonel iVilliam
73Lindsay, replaced him.
Lindsay, with zealous am bition, f i r s t  t r ie d  to  stop  free  assem­
b l ie s ,  but Secretary  o f  War Jo e l P o in se tt in tervened, and on August 8,
1837, 4,000 t ig h t- l ip p e d  Cherokees met a t  Red Clay and se n t another dele-
74gatian  to  Washington. John Rcss s t i l l  opposed removal—though pe.rhaps, 
as one o f f ic ia l  claim ed, only because he had n e ith e r  made nor p ro f i t te d
75
from the  1835 t r e a ty .  Hie Ross p o licy , as fixed  as an arra-j in  f l ig h t ,
rem.ained una ltered , fo r  to  advocate removal could have been f a ta l  even fo r
7fi 77th e  ch ie f . A few emigrants departed , bu t the  na,tion s t i l l  hoped th a t
Ross could y e t p rev a il upon Washington, vjhere he found "so much party
maneuverings . . . fo r  s e l f  aggrandisement, th a t  i t  i s  alm ost as d i f f ic u l t
^^Cherokee Phoenix, 21 July  1828.
^^Starkey, Cherokee N ation , 131,
^^Col. W. Lindsay to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 22 June 1837, L.R.O.I.A.,  R. 
81; John Ross to  Joe l R. P o in s e tt , 22 June 1837, J .R .P . ;  J .  R. P o in se tt
to  John Ross, 15 July  1837, J.R.P.
74U. S. House o f R epresen tatives, 25th Cong,, 2d Sess . ,  House 
Document 82, 8 Aug. 1837 (Washington, 1837), 9.
75John Mason to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 14 Aug. 1837, L.R.O.I.A.,  R. 81.
^^Jdhn Mason to  J ,  R. P o in se tt, 25 Sept. 1837, ib id .
^^Jdhn Ross e t .  a l .  to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 26 Dec. 1837, J.R.P.
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to  obtain  ju s t ic e  here as i t  would be fo r  a Camel to  pass th ro ’ the  eye 
of a needle,
Resistance to  removal collapsed under the  cascading flood of s e t ­
t l e r s  and so ld ie rs . Only the  tough-hearted, spo rt-lov ing  troops could d is­
lodge the  14,000 Cherokees, N either whimpers o f  " treachery  and decep­
tion"^^ nor signa tu re-laden  p e titio n s  re ta rded  d ispossession ,^^ Lewis 
Ross, no mendicant s a in t ,  declared th a t  " a l l  the  money in  th e  world" could 
never persuade him to  l iv e  another year in  the  n a tio n , So the  Chero­
kees slowly re tre a te d  as the  "troops marched in , % i"tes determined to  use
82"the whole o f th e  United S ta tes arn^^" i f  necessary , end armed so ld ie rs
and ill-ch o sen  volunteers invaded the na tion  and s ta r te d  to  tra c k  down 
83t h e i r  prey, Martin Van Buren solemnly ordered th e  "benevolent in ten ­
tio n s  o f the  government" implemented so th a t  Cherokees could "remove 
peaceably and contentedly to  th e i r  new homes in  the  West."^^ To obey th is  
e d ic t ,  so ld ie rs  conmanded by General W infield S co tt flushed Cherokees 
from th e i r  h i l l - to p  homes, dragged them from th e i r  ancien t f i e ld s , and
78John Ross to  Nephew, 18 A pril 1838, J .R.P.
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John Ross and Cherokee Delegation to  U. S, Senate and House of 
R epresentatives, 12 March 1838, J.R.P,
^^Lef.'is Ross to  John Ross, 5 March 1838, J .R.P .
^^George Gihiier to  Jo e l R, P o in se tt, 14 A nril 1838, in  G eo^e G il­
mer, Sketdies of Some of the  F ir s t  S e ttle rs  of Upper Georgia (/jnericus, 
Georgia, 1926), 41É,
®^John Gray Bynam to  C, M, Dickson, Bynami Papers, U niversity  o f 
N orth  Carolina ; General S c o tt’s Orders No, 25, 17 May 1838, Connelly Pa­
p e rs , Universi"ty o f  North Carolina,
Van Buren to  Senate and House o f  R epresen tatives, 21 May 1838, 
Richardson, Messages and Papers of th e  P re s id e n ts , I I I ,  1592,
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packed theiri in to  h a s t i ly - b u i l t ,  p lague-in fested  log stockades. Prodded
by bared bayonets l ik e  p risoners o f war, many Cherokees salvaged only the
clo th ing  they w o r e . T h e y  were tre a te d  " lik e  so many c a t t le  o r  hogs"^®
87and driven in  groups by s e lf - s ty le d  t r a i l  d r iv e rs . "A Georgia volun­
t e e r ,  afterw ard a colonel in  the  Confederate se rv ic e , sa id ; ’I  fougfit
th rou^r th e  c iv i l  war and have seen men sh o t to  pieces and s la u ^ te r e d  by
88thousands, but th e  Cherokee removal was the  crue le s t  work I  ever knew.’"
T hrou^out 1838 detachments moved w est. John Ross delayed the  pro­
cess u n t i l  coo ler w eather, and he vrrested th e  conduct o f th e  removal away
89from the army fo r  h im self and th e  n a tio n a l au id io rltie s . In  i t s  l a s t  
meeting in  the  E as t, the. N ational Council resolved to  n e ith e r  re lin q u ish  
th e  t r i b e ’s claim  to  i t s  lands nor to  recognize the  1835 t r e a t y . T h e  
enormilyr of the  " t r a i l  o f  te a rs "  i s  fo rever branded upon the  American con­
sc ien ce , y e t though sane have estim ated th a t  fu lly  one-fourth  of th e  na­
tio n  (4,000 people) perished  in  the  removal, probably le s s  than  h a lf  th a t
^^Evan Jones L e tte rs , May-July, 1838, The B ap tis t M issionary Masa- 
z in e , XVIII (Sept. 1838), 236.
86s .  Foreman to  David Greene, 15 June 1838, in  Cooleela Faulkner, 
"The L ife and Times of Reverend Stephen Foreman," (unpublished M.A. the ­
s i s ,  The U niversity  o f Oklahoma, 1949) ,  237.
87Herman Fuede, Diary o f Moravian M issions, 31 May 1838.
88Quotation in  Mooney, Myths o f the  Cherokees, 130.
®^Going Snake e t .  a l .  to  General S c o tt, 9 June 1838, J .R .P , ;  Win­
f ie ld  S co tt to  Going Snake e t .  a l . , 19 June 1838, J .R .P . ;  W infield S co tt 
to  Cherokee Canmittee, 25 Ju ly  1838, J.R .P .
90N a tia ia l  Committee and Council A ction, 1 Aug. 1838, J .R .P . ;  Re­
so lu tions o f N ational Council, 1 Aug. 1838, Report o f th e  Commissioner o f 
Indian A ffa irs  (Washington, 1840), 1839. [H ereafter c ite d  as k.C.Ï .A. J
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number died to  appease American land hunger.
Only a few Cherokees escaped th e  m ilita ry  d rag -ne t. These clung 
to  th e i r  North C arolina mountains where they now have a re se rv a tio n . In  
th e  vast a rea  once ru led  and loved by th e  Cherokees, " n a u ^ t  bu t t r a d i -
09
t io n  rem ains."'' Many Americans were unmoved by th e  scene, fo r  l ik e  Wil­
son Lumpkin, üiey believed  th a t  the  e a rth  was fo r  "c iv iliz e d "  men, Ihough
the  In d ian s , "these orphans and minors" might in  tim e , w ith considerable
93a id , become sonething more than  savages.
I t  i s  a l l  too  easy fo r  modems to  d isdain  th e  removal proponents, 
bu t one m.ust t r y  to  understand another e ra . Lumpkin, desp ite  h is  shallow 
lo g ic  and spurious concern, only m irrored the  fea rs  and ambitions o f  fron­
tiersm en facing a  p rim itiv e  people. And many Treaty Party  le a d e rs , pro­
phets to  t h e i r  people, only favored removal because they had a v ision—a 
v is ion  o f  a c iv i l iz e d , r i ^ t e o u s ,  educated people a sse r tin g  t h e i r  p lace 
in  the  world.
Opportunity to  recoup and rebu ild  the  n a tio n 's  sh a tte red  founda­
tio n s  awaited them in  th e  West. By March, 1839, th e  l a s t  o f the  immi­
grants en tered  th e  Indian country. Some saw opportunity , and o thers read 
only symbolic d is a s te r  as they gazed a t  ihe  new land , bu t a l l  Cherokees 
wept fo r  th e  land ihey had lo s t .  Perhaps a Cherokee sa id  i t  b e s t: "The
^^Sramet S ta r r ,  H istory  o f the  Cherokee Indians (Oklahoma C ity , 
1921), 103. A s t r i c t  counting o f the  o f f ic ia l  l i s t s  o f emigrant companies 
shows only 424 dea ih s, b u t la rg e r  to ta l s  a re  believed  to  be more accura te .
Q9Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Evangeline, 278.
93Lumpkin, Removal o f  th e  Cherokees from Georgia, I I ,  150,
^^G abriel, E lia s  Boudinot and His America, 161.
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f in g e r o f th e  h is to r ia n  may po in t to  some gen tle  h illo c h  where sleep  in  
dust th e  l a s t  o f our Chiefs—the  only monument to  perpetuate  the memory 
o f a brave b u t unfortunate t r i b e .—The muse may s t r ik e  a melancholy note- 
and time hush in to  s ilen ce  th e  tyranny of Georgia.
^^L etter from Bruce, Cherokee Phoenix, 1 Ju ly  1829.
CHAPTER V 
JOHN ROSS: MAJORITY LEADER
The sh o r te s t  and su re s t  way to  l iv e  w ith honor in  
th e  world, i s  to  be in  r e a l i ty  what we would appear 
to  be; a l l  human v irtu e s  increase  and streng then  
themselves by the  p rac tic e  and e>gerience o f them.
—Socrates
T alents are  b e s t nurtured  in  so litu d e ; ch a rac te r i s  
b e s t formed in  the  stormy b i l l œ s  o f the  world.
—Goethe
John Ross guided th e  Cherokee Nation through th e  removal c r i s i s  
and doninated i t  fo r  fo rty  years w ith p a tr ia rc h a l s te rn n ess . Thou^ some­
times challenged, h is  au th o rity  was never broken. Bom on October 3, 1790, 
to  Daniel Ross, a  Scotsman, and M illie  McDonald Ross, a mixed-blood, Ross 
was only one-eighth Cherokee.^ His b lue eyes and bro^m h a i r ,  h is  polished 
manners and American va lues, separated  him from th e  Indians around him, 
but he learned th e  Cherokees ' ways and knew them as a b ro th er.
3
Educated in  Tennessee, Ross spoke p rec ise  English and im ita ted  
the  po lished , e legan t prose o f h is  generation . As sober and reserved  as 
a s tra ig h t- la c e d  deacon, he always commanded re sp ec tfu l lo y a lty . The na-
^Rachel Caroline Eaton, John Ross and the  Cherokee Indians (Mena- 
sha, Wisconsin, 191*+), 3; E. E. Dale, ^'John Ross," Ihe b ic tio n ary  o f 
American Biography, XVI, 178.
2
Eaton, John Ross, 6.
Q
Ib id . , 5. He at±ended Kingston Acadeny.
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t io n  sen t him, when he was only n ineteen , on a  sp ec ia l m ission to  th e  w il-  
dem ess o f  the  West, and he began a l i f e  o f pub lic  se rv ice . In  1814 he 
helped Andrew Jackson win the  B a ttle  o f Horseshoe Bend^—though he never 
gained fame as a w arrio r o r  a lh le te , He was sm all (S’S” , 150 pounds)^ 
and normally u t i l iz e d  mind ra th e r  than muscle.
V/hen he was twenty-seven, he en te red  p o l i t ic s  w ith a s e a t  on th e  
N ational Council. W ithin two years he headed th a t  council. In  1824 he 
journeyed again  to  the  u n se ttled  West, bu t he d is lik e d  i t  and determined 
to  challenge and b a t t le  those vho would uproot h is  people and remove them
7
to  seme d is ta n t  rese rv e . In  1827, th e  Cherokees adopted th e i r  c o n s titu ­
tio n  and e le c te d  Ross A ssis tan t P rinc ipa l C hief; when the  P rin c ip a l Chief
8died th e  nex t y e a r , Ross succeeded him and re ta in e d  th a t  o ff ic e  fo r  l i f e .
Ross a t t r a c te d  th e  fu ll-b lo o d ’s frien d sh ip  by marrying one o f  them,
9
Quatie. She provoked n e ith e r  scandal nor t r i b u t e , bu t she bore John fou r
sons and one d a u ^ te r ;^ ^  she died on Ihe removal t r i p  in  L i t t le  Rock in
1839.^^ Thou^i no doubt f a i th fu l  to  Q uatie, Ross a t  le a s t  c a lle d  on a
12young woman, E lizabeth  M illigan , in  Washington, and a f te r  h is  w ife ’s
^Dale, ’’John Ross,” D ictionary o f American Biography, 179.
^Eaton, John Ross, 25.
^Woodward, The Cherokees, 157.
7Eaton, John Ross, 38.
®Dale, ’’John Ross,” 179.
^Ib id .
^^Will o f  John Ross, J.R .P .
^Jam es McDonald Ross sta tem ent, H argett C ollection , MSS D iv ision , 
U niversity  o f  Oklahoma; Dale, ’’John Ross," 179.
12John Ross to  Miss E. Milligan, 19 ^ r i l  1838, Hargett Collection.
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death he courted h e r—th o u ^  h e r mother was ev idently  more anxious than
*1 O
E lizabeth  fo r  a match. Mrs. M illigan suggested th a t  h e r daughter needed 
some d iversion to  f ig h t  o f f  depression , and Rcss o ffe red , like, a medieval 
kn ig h t, " to  w ait upon h e r a t  any tim.a."^*^ Ross courted E lizabeth  when in  
Washington, and when he departed fo r  th e  Indian country he en tru s ted  h e r 
w ith sane documents and gave h e r  a memento—a s ta tu s  of Red Jacket!
Before going, however, he a t  l e a s t  considered proposing. Like a 
sc rib e  copying sc r ip tu re , he was a m eticulous v rr ite r , and severa l d ra fts  
o f a September 5, 1841, l e t t e r  reveal Ross’s tu rm oil as he th o u ^ t  about 
m arriage. As he f i r s t  began, he was q u ite  anxious to  marry, but he guarded 
h is  tongue:
I  would nov; beg leave, my Dear E. to  t e l l  you in  a l l  candour 
and s in c e r i ty ,  th a t ,  i t  i s  m̂; d e lib e ra te  conviction i f  I  could 
in  any way con tribu te  towards rendering you once more cheerfu l 
and happy, th a t ,  I  should myself indeed be very happy. There­
fo re , I  pray you not to  be su rp rised  nor to  consider me to [o ] 
presumptuous fo r  thus venturing to  conmunicate to  you, fe e lin g s , 
which, in  ju s t ic e  to  m yself, I  can no longer rep re ss . To say , 
th a t  my long cherished friendsh ip  fo r  you has so a rdently  seized  
upon th e  a ffec tio n s o f  my h e a r t ,  as to  make my s i l e n t  thoughts 
look upon you as a  lo v e r , would be nothing more than an avowal 
o f the  solemn t ru th . 16
Considering the  vast d ifference  in  t h e i r  ages, he reminded h e r  o f h is
17"h ea lth fu l tone of mind 5 boc^" and asked h e r to  imarry him. VJhile 
po lish ing  th is  m ild-toned p ro p o s a l ,h o w e v e r ,  he abruptly  changed h is
^^Anne M illigan to  John Ross, 27 May 1841, ib id .
^^Jdhn Ross to  Mrs. Anne M illigan , 27 May 1841, ib id .
^^John Ross to  Miss E. M illigan , 19 Sept. 1841, ib id .
^®Jchn Ross to  E lizab e th , 5 Sept. 1841, ib id .
l^ Ib id . 
l^ lb id .
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miiid, fo r  remembering "the  p ast events" o f th e i r  l iv e s ,  he was "struck  
w ith the  in sc ru tab le  nysteri.es o f God's Providence" and p o lite ly  advised 
h e r  to  put h e rs e lf  in  God’s care,^^  Perhaps he thought sympathy and a f­
fec tio n  inadequate bonds fo r  m arriage.
Back in  th e  Cherokee N a tiœ , Ross, l ik e  any bachelor, endured con-
90s ta n t  sc ru tin y , "Rumor's ill- to n g u e d  music" enflamed im aginations, and
even Samuel W orcester c r i t ic iz e d  Ross fo r  tak ing  " to  w ife a Cherokee woman
of no e levated  rank o f ch a rac te r, w ithout the form ality  o f  any marriage 
21r i t e , "  Though p o ss ib le , such rumors must be discounted as o ld  women's 
gossip.
In 1844 Ross m arried. Knowing th e  S tap le r family in  Wilmington,
Delaware, he cu ltiv a ted  a friendsh ip  w ith eighteen year-o ld  Mary—th o u ^
22she bash fu lly  re fe rred  to  h e rs e lf  as "thy adopted N iece," Such fo r-  
m alily  soon vanished as Ross f e l l  in  love. He claimed to  "think only o f 
h e r ("thou^ su re ly  he at"tended to  h is  na"tic3i's business in  Washington) and 
passiona te ly  proclaimed h is  "pure s in ce re  and ardent" a ffe c tio n s  which
23only "the  cold hand of dea"th could ever extinguish  , , , from ny boson,"
A few days la"ter, Ross asked Mary's fa"ther to  perm it "this m arriage;
I  am deeply in te re s te d  and most ferven tly  attached to  your 
beloved D a u ^ te r  Mary; and th a t ,  w ith your consent, I  should 
be happy to  be united  to  h e r  in  m arriage. Did I  no t b e liev e ,
^^Ib id ,
20Aeschylus, Agamemnon,
21S, A, W orcester to  David Greene, 24 Nov, 1834, Cherokee Mission 
Papers, X, Houghton L ibrary , Harvard U niversity ,
^^Mary S tap le r to  John Ross, 17 June 1844, J ,R ,P ,
^^Jchn Ross "to Mary, 30 July 1844, J,R.P,
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i t  vn.ll be in  my power to  confer upon h e r  the ordinary  comforts 
and happiness o f  th is  l i f e ,  I should , c e rta in ly  never, wantonly 
be instrum ental in  b ringing  about any change in  h e r  s i tu a t io n , 
ca lcu la ted  to  render h e r  condition  le s s  happy than  i t  i s  a t  p re­
sen t, You w i l l ,  th e re fo re , be p leased to  receive th is  p e ti t io n  
fo r  the  hand o f your Dear
Despite i t s  wordiness, the  l e t t e r  worked, and the m arriage was 
scheduled. On September 2, 1844, John Boss married Mary S ta p le r  in  P h ila ­
delphia. Seme n o tab les , including  th e  widow of James Madison, se n t 
g i f ts  o r  a t t e n d e d , a n d  th e  bride  was "b eau tifu l"  and "accomplished, " ^^ 
P o lite  soc ie ty  believed  th a t  John Ross was v/orth "h a lf  a m illion  d o lla r s ,"  
and planned to  take the  young b rid e  " s tra ig h t  to  h is  w ild  heme in  th e  South 
Western p r a i r ie s ."
John and Mar̂  ̂ were happy—though the  image held  a lo f t  by John Ross 
in  h is  l e t t e r s  obscures th e i r  re la tio n sh ip . When the Sociely o f Friends 
expelled Mary fo r  breaking th e i r  "ru le"  by marrying Ross, h e r husband as­
sured h e r th a t  she s t i l l  had "one fr ie n d  on earth" who would "with a l l  h is
29h ea rt and s tren g th  c lin g  to  th ee , so  long as l i f e  s h a ll  l a s t . "  T heir
30union produced two ch ild ren , o f vhon Ross was pardonably proud. He a lso
24John Ross to  Mr. S ta p le r , 14 Aug. 1844, H argett C ollection .
25Wedding C e r ti f ic a te ,  2 Sent. 1844, J .R .P .; Cherokee Advocate,
5 Oct. 1844.
Wrapping o f  p resen t from Mrs. ffedison, J .R .P .
27L e tte r  to  The Tribune, 3 Sept. 1844, H argett C o llection ,
ZGlbid.
^^John Ross to  Mary, 25 Ju ly  1845, J.R .P ,
30lbid.
60
31made friends w ith  n ieces and nephews. Aged mellowed h is  h e a r t ,  fo r  when
he was seventy years o ld  he lovingly  premised h is  wife th a t  " i t  s h a l l  be
ny constant desire  and unceasing e f f o r t  to  m erit th e  tokens of thy  love
32and devotedness to  me."
Thou^ he c a lle d  on God a t  public  occasions as ceremony demanded,
John Ross was no t a  deeply re lig io u s  man u n t i l  a f t e r  h is  marriage to  Mary,
whose p ie ty  seemed to  in fluence him. Expelled in  1845 from th e  Society
of Friends, Mary jo ined  the  Methodist Church in  1850, and in  1855 John too
34became a M ethodist. In  1859 th e i r  two c h ild re n , Annie and John, followed
35th e i r  parents in to  the  church. Like men o f  a l l  ages, John Ross found 
peace in  h is  f a i th ,  and when one o f h is  frien d s  su ffe red  heartbreak  he 
wrote: "V erily , th e  only consolations we can fin d  fo r  a l l  the  tro u b le s ,
pains and woes o f  th is  l i f e  i s  in  th e  Gospel, to  be lieve  and t r u s t  in  Him
who doetfi a l l  th ings well."^G h is  l a s t  y e a rs , Ross reg u la rly  attended
37 38 • qqchurch, found peace in  God, and en tru s ted  h is  sou l to  Him in  death.
Ross died in  1856 and was buried  in  Wilmington beside h is  beloved
^^John Ross t o  Dear Niece, 8 May 1841, H argett C o llection ; John 
Ross to  Jolm B e ll, 8 Ju ly  1841, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 85; William P. Ross to  
John Ross, 19 June 1842, H argett C o llection ,
32John Ross to  Mary, 23 March 1860, H argett C ollection .
33D. S. B utrick  Jou rna l, 11 Nov. 1844, Cherokee Mission Papers, IV.
34Mary Ross Statem ent, H argett C o llec tion .
35
tio n .
' Ib id .
^®John Ross to  Rev. 0. L. Woodford, 7 March 1858, H argett C ollec-
37John Ross to  Mary, 1 May 1860, ib id .
38John Ross to  Mrs. M. B. S ta p le r , Dec. 1860, ib id .
39
W ill o f  John Ross, 11 Ju ly  1866, J .R .P .
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second He w illed  $5,000 to  the  four su rv iv ing  ch ild ren  o f h is
f i r s t  m arriage, $2,500 to  the  ch ild ren  o f h is  deceased son James, and the
Hiremaining property (one estim ated th a t  he lo s t  over $100,000 in  the  war) 
to  the  f r u i t  o f  h is  second m arriage, John and Annie. A fte r bearing h is  
people’s burdens fo r  decades, he died ap art from "chem.
But while he liv e d  he e ffe c tiv e ly  .guided them. Despite hi.s sin i.s- 
t e r  m anipulation of an 1819 t r e a ty  to  prd.vately s e l l  t r i b a l  land , he. de­
nounced land cessions and defended h is  peop le 's  land t i t l e .  In 1823, a f t e r  
William McIntosh, a  Creek c h ie f , suggested th a t  one could p ro f i t  by ceding 
land to  th e  United S ta te s ,  Ross declared th a t  he "would p re fe r  to  l iv e  
as poor as the  worm th a t  inhiebits the e a r ih , ra th e r  than to  gain the 
w orld 's wealth and have rm; re.putation as an honest man ta rn ish ed  by th e  
accep tation  of a pecuniary bribeiy^ fo r  s e l f - a g g r a n d i z e m e n t ,B u t  pro­
fessions too o ften  ensln-oud hypocrisy, aaid one th in g  would plague him,
throughout l i f e :  ihe  nagging suspicion tlia t  he prospered by embezzeling
H3Cherokee funds.
Suspicions a s id e , he was the  n a tio n ’s guiding l ig h t  throughout h is  
mature years. He became P rin c ip a l Chief in  1828, headed various t r ib a l  
delegations, and obtained a postm aster appointment from th e  United 
S t a t e s , H e  defended h is  people w ith th e  passion  o f a h igh ly -paid  advo­
c a te , and he answered American jib e s  a t  th e  Cherokee’s  savage ex istence
^^D escription o f  John Ross Funeral, H argett C ollection .
^^Sarah F, S tap les Testimony, 1878, ib id ,
*^^John Ross Speech, 21 Oct, 1823, John Howard Payne Papers, I I ,
^^Ross’s f in a n c ia l a f f a i r s  w ill  be discussed in  chap ter e ig h t,
HHJohn Ross appointment, 16 May 1828, J.R.P,
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by re to r t in g :  "Our l e t t e r s  a re  our own; and i f  they are  thought too re ­
fined  fo r  ’savages,' l e t  ih e  w hite man take i t  fo r  p roof, th a t ,  with pro­
per a ss is ta n ce , Indians can th in k  and w rite  fo r  them selves.
He wrote incessan tly  to  prevent Cherokee removal in  the  1830's ,  
bu t he s t i r r e d  only the  h e a rts  o f hum anitarians, Though forced to  move 
h is  n a tio n 's  c a p ita l from Georgia to  Tennessee because o f Georgia p ressu re ,
47
he led  h is  people in  r e s is t in g  pro ffered  removal enticem ents. vhen d is ­
sension among the Cherokees th rea tened  d is a s te r , Ross confessed the s p l i t
48
in  the  nation  bu t t r ie d  to  miinimize i t s  seriousness. As removal s e n t i­
ment mounted, Ross elim inated h is  enemies from the government and t r ie d  
to  compel unanimity o f thought and. ac tion .
A fter the  1835 t r e a ty  was signed, Ross t r ie d  to  stymie i t .  Wilson 
Lumpkin complained th a t  "Ross i s  s t i l l  a l l  powerful w ith th e  Ind ians, and 
he i s  a  man th a t  cannot be coaxed, bu t i s  very e a s ily  commanded, when he 
i s  su re  th a t  you have the  power to  contro l him."^^ Yet n o t even the  United. 
S ta te s  could persuade Ross to  remove h is  people as th e  1835 tre a ty  out­
lin e d . He thought th a t  he might lead an ewdus to  Mexico where Cherokees, 
once in to  the  promised l.and, could fin d  "equal, r ig h ts"  and arab le  s o il .^ ^
^^Jchn Ross e t .  a l .  to  Messrs. Gales 8 Seaton, N iles R egister,
26 June 1824, 277.
Cherokee Phoenix, 17 June 1829.
^^John Ross, Annual Message, 21 Oct, 1831, ib id . , 19 Nov, 1831.
^^John Ross to  John Ridge, 12 Sept, 1834, J .R .P .
49Gude, "Georgia and th e  Cherokees," passim.
^^Lumpkin, Removal o f  th e  Cherokees fran  Georgia, I I ,  50.
^^John Ross to  I ,  M, de Castillo Y Lanzar, 22 March 1835, J.R.P.
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He argued and pleaded and th rea tened ; he t r ie d  to  r a l ly  h is  people to
52b a tt le  removal; but he fa i le d .
He f a i le d  because h is  f r i t t e r e d  people were s lip p in g  in to  a " s ta te
53of mental and bodily  degradation" which only rénovai could h e a l. He a lso
fa ile d  because sane. Cherokees questioned h is  in te g r i ty .  Ross spokesmen had
premised some key fa v o rite s  remuneration i f  they waited fo r  the  P rin c ip a l
54Chief to  conclude a t r e a ty  and thus convinced h is  foes th a t  he cared only 
fo r  personal gain . Ross opposition  a,t Red Clay (October, 1835) forced Com­
m issioner Schemerhom  to  make the  t r e a ty  a t  New Echota in  December, Ross 
then brought a n t i - t r e a ty  p e ti t io n s  to  Washington, bu t the  h a rder he wres­
t le d  to  g e t another tre.a-b>  ̂ th e  more some remembered th a t  under o th e r Ross- 
negotiated  t r e a t i e s  he and h is  friends had taken 640 acre reserv a tio n s and 
agreed to  become United S ta tes  c it iz e n s . They sh o rtly  so ld  these  "lands a t  
high p r ic e s ; removed back in to  th e  Indian country [where land was held  in  . 
common and thus f r e e ] ,  and took possession , o f th e  b e s t f e r r ie s "  and a g r i­
c u ltu ra l s i t e s ,
Others suspected th e  ch ie f o f Napoleonic dreams. E lias  Boudinot 
suggested th a t  Ross could not see h is  peo p le 's  decaying more.l and physical 
conditions because he was "absorbed a lto g e th e r  in  th e  pecuniary aspect o f 
th is  n a tio n 's  a f f a i r s ."  "Perish  your gold mines and your money," Boudi-
^^Jdhn Ross to  Major Ridge, John Ridge, 30 Ju ly  1835, in  U. S. Sen­
a te ,  24th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., Memorial and P ro te s t o f th e  Cherokee N ation , 
Senate Document 286, 60.
53Wm. Y. Hansell to  B, F. Currey, 21 March 1836, L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 80, 
^^Joseph A, Foreman Statem ent, 11 A pril 1836, ib id ,
^^J. F, Schermerhom to  Lewis Cass, 3 March 1836, ib id ,
^^G abriel, E lia s  Boudinot, 161,
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not c r ie d , " i f ,  in  p u rsu it o f  them, th e  moral c re d i t  o f th i s  people, th e i r
57happiness and t h e i r  ex is tence  a re  to  be s a c r if ic e d ,"
Despite such trenchan t c r i t ic ism , Ross s trugg led  w ith Promethean 
v igor to  thw art removal. , Washington received  him p o lite ly —as one wel­
comes a tiresom e kinsman—but did n o t h i n g . H e  refused  compromise and 
disdained th re a ts  o f  v i o l e n c e , H e  endured " the  ru ff ia n  hand o f  tyranny" 
while "tempestuous scenes" d isrup ted  h is  na tion  and government agents 
betrayed h is  people,
He alone re ta rd ed  removal. Some American jo u rn a lis ts  supported
him, but th ey , as John Ridge sa id ,
a l l  know th a t  in  tire E ast the  Cherokees have no government, and 
have had no e le c tio n s  fo r  nine years p a s t;  and y e t  John Ross i s ,  
in  t h e i r  estim atio n , a c o n s titu tio n a l c h ie f  over a l l  th e  Chero­
kees, and i f  th e  P residen t refuses t o  recognize th is  p reposte r­
ous claim , and determines to  see th a t  a l l  th e  Cherokees s h a l l  
share a lik e  from the  t r a v a i ls  of t h e i r  lan d , then they proclaim  
him a m onster, and John Ross the  Cherokee C h ris tia n ,6^
To th is  Wilson Lumpkin added:
Ross i s  th e  soul and s p i r i t  o f h is  whole p a rty , and they 
w ill a c t in  accordance w ith h is  views. In  regard  to  Ross him­
s e l f ,  he i s  a sagacious, su b tle  man. Under th e  guise o f an un­
assuming deportment, h is  arrogance i s  unsurpassed. He always
S^Ib id , , 163,
CO
John Ross to  John Howard Payne, 7 Jan, 1836, L e tte rs  from John 
Ross to  J ,  H, Payne, Indian Archives, Oklahoma S ta te  H is to r ic a l Society,
^^Lewis Ross to  B rother, 16 Jan, 1837, J .R .P ,
^^John Ross to  John Howard Payne, 27 Jan, 1-838, L e tte rs  from Ross 
to  Payne, Oklahoma S ta te  H is to r ic a l Society,
®^John Ross to  George Lowry, 27 Jan , 1838, J.R .P ,
®^John Ridge to  Wilson Lumpkin, in  Lumpkin, The Removal of the
Cherokees from Georgia, I I ,  205,
takes high ground, and m aintains h is  assumptions with the  utrrost 
p e rtin a c ity  and obstinacy , '̂Jhen he deems i t  necessary , he main­
ta in s  th e  most d ig n ified  re se rv e , and never communicates free ly  
and w ithout reserve  even w ith h is  b e s t fr ie n d s . He has th e  a r t  
of acouiring c re d i t  f o r  ta le n ts  and wisdom which he never d o s -  
s e s s e d , 6 3
His c r i t i c s ,  gaunt, sharp-eyed vu ltu res  c irc lin g  round about him, charged.
64- . .th a t  "John Ross became the  government;" am idst s tr i .fe  and "kurmoil, he 
chose to  s ilen c e  d isse n t ra th e r  1dian open h is  h e a r t  to  h is  peop le 's su f­
ferings , With th re a ts ,  e n tre a tie s  and prem ises, he purchased reprieve  fo r
a season, bu t he bowed l ik e  a young sap ling  when th e  Union executed i t s
removal sentence.
In  th e  West he m aintained th a t  h is  immigrant Cherokee government 
was es tab lish ed  b̂ ? majority; w i l l ,  and he was reg u la rly  e lec ted  P rinc ipa l
Chief w ith l i t t l e  opposition . In  add ition  to  Cherokee a f f a i r s ,  he worked
0 0
.for Indian un ity  in  the  West, Duties become onerous som.etimes, and po­
l i t i c a l  c o n flic ts  enervate one 's body and so u l; thus h is  young w ife urged 
him to  re s ig n , ju s t  a .fte r they were ma.rried, "when you can w ith honour to  
y o u r s e l f b u t  he kept p o l i t i c a l ly  a c tiv e  u n t i l  death. He loved r ic h e s , 
bu t he "asp ired  to  p o l i t i c a l  leadersh ip  more than  to  w ealth,
Though he sometimes spoke o f re tire m e n t, th e  needs o f h is  people 
re ta ined  him, fo r  he was uniquely ab le  to  a id  them. With a  mien l ik e  Far-
0 g
Lumpkin, Removal o f  th e  Cherokees from Georgia, I I ,  229-230,
C, Stambaugh and Amos Kendall to  W, L, Marcy, 30 Dec, 1845,
U, S, House of R epresen tatives, 29i±i Cong., 1 s t  S e ss ,, Cherokee D is tu r­
bances , Document 185 (Washington, 1846),
M, B u tle r to  T, H, Crawford, 21 June 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R, 87.
®®Mary to  John Ross, 1 Aug. 1844, J .R .P .
^^G abriel, E lia s  Boudinot, 138.
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68t i n  Van Buren, he could meet and debate most Congressmen as an equal. 
Guided by him th e  Cherokees prospered and he " ra ised  a  people fron a con­
d itio n  of barbarism  to  a h igh degree o f c iv i l iz a t io n ,  m orality , and v i r ­
tu e . To an admirer he was "a man o f good, bu t no t l ib e r a l  education; 
an accu ra te , an e legan t w r ite r ;  a  man o f high o rder of i n te l l e c t ,  unflag­
ging energy, indomitable courage; p e rfe c tly  temperate ; and h is  p riv a te
70charac te r w ithout spo t o r  blem ish."
But p o l i t i c a l ly  Ross was no t w ithout spo t o r  blemish. He was a 
71Hhiggish conservative compelled to  cooperate w ith Democratic adm inistra­
tio n s  in  Washington. In  th e  C iv il War, Ross played th e  opportunist by
f i r s t  jo in ing  th e  Confederacy while se c re tly  planning to  re tu rn  to  the
79Union when i t  became fe a s ib le . ' Yet even th is  apparent d is lo y a lty  no
doubt flowed from the h e a r t  o f one more concerned fo r  h is  people than fo r
American controversy.
Only h is  f in a n c ia l a f f a i r s  l e f t  a  gap in  h is  c h a rac te r’s armor
th ro u ^  which c r i t i c s '  d a rts  could penetrate  and puncture h is  image. He
prospered in  the  E ast as a p la n te r  and merchant, and, unlike  h is  people,
he escaped impoverishment during the  removal. In  th e  West, he owned over 
73f i f t y  slaves and enjoyed th e  luxury o f a Southern p la n te r  in  h is  large
®% illiam H, Goode, Outposts o f Zion (C incinnati, 1863), 72. 
^^Gener 
7°Ibid.
al Waddy Thompson's L e tte r , Cherokee Advocate, 9 March 1852,
^^Uncle to  N iece, 18 June 1844, H argett C o llection ; John Ross to  
Mary, 1 Maj/ 1860, ib id .
72Faulkner, "The L ife  and Times of Stephen Foreman," 70-94.
^^Albert D. Richardson, Beyond the  M ississipo i (H artford, 1867), 
216. ----------------------------------
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Parie H ill  home, "Rose C ottage." Few Cherokees were more w ealthy, and thus 
Ills honesty was suspected. His most trenchan t c r i t i c s  accused him o f mis­
appropria ting  money given th e  Cherokees by the  United S ta te s .
Ross dabbled in  specu la tion  ea rly  in  l i f e  by tak ing  land under the 
1819 t r e a ty .  He and se v e ra l o f h is  r e la tiv e s  took land and promised to  be­
come United S ta te s ' c i t iz e n s ,  bu t they soon so ld  t h e i r  sec tio n s fo r  p rices 
ranging from $3,000 to  $8,000 and moved back in to  th e  n a tio n . With power 
obtained from such w ealth , h is  foes a sse r te d , John Ross dominated the
?h
Cherokees. Since e igh ty  o thers followed h is  ejcample, Ross had a wealthy, 
g u i l t -k n i t  c o tie r re  a l l i e d  w ith him fo rever; these  men, who i l l e g a l ly  re ­
entered th e  Cherokee N ation, se ized  and kept the  government from, i t s  in ­
ception to  th e  C iv il War. In  th e  words o f  a  b i t t e r  c r i t i c ,  " th is  p a tr io ­
t i c  man so ld  h is  share  o f  th e  country , put the  money in  h is  pocket, went 
back fo r  another sh a re , liv ed  upon th e  n a tio n a l annu ities many y e a rs , be­
came th e  m ortal enerty of 'lan d  s e t t l e r s '"  and decried in  s te n to r ia n  tones
75any land sa le  proposals,
Wilson Lumpkin sa id  o f Ross:
Althoug'h he did  no t come to  th e  Throne by reg u la r hereditary; de­
sc en t, y e t v e r/ many circumstances pointed to  him, from early  
boyhood, as the. prospective  ru le r  of th e  Cherokees; and he has 
governed them, in  th e  most absolute  manner, fo r  urwards o f  a 
q u a rte r  of a cen tury , by seeming to  obey. A f u l l  examination 
of the  records o f th e  Federal Government w il l  sha-7 tlna.t John 
Ross has had th e  e n tire  co n tro l and disbursement o f m illions 
of d o lla rs , as King of th e  Cherokees, during the  l a s t  ■b-7en1o; 
years. The con tro l o f th i s  immense amount o f money, in  th e
^^Schermerhom Report, Senate Document 285. 72-75.
^^S. C. Stambaugh and Amos Kendall to  W, L. Marcy, 30 Dec. 1845,
H. R. Document 185, 58. [This docum.ent w il l  be c ite d  as H. R. Document 
185, without includ ing  Congress and Session ( f u l l  c i ta t io n  given above) 
fo r  no o th er government docum.ent numbered 185 w il l  be c ite d . ]
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absence o f any enlightened superv ision  o r check on h is  f in a n c ia l 
a sp ira tio n s , i s  th e  key th a t  unlocks the  se c re t cause of h is  long 
ca ree r o f absolu te  re ig n  and power, as w ell as h is  g rea t popular­
i t y ,  a t  hone and abroad.
And indeed, John Ross had money.
I f  he made th a t  money i l l e g a l ly ,  much of i t  was obtained during 
th e  removal. According to  th e  1835 t r e a ty ,  the  Ih ite d  S ta tes  was supposed 
to  conduct the  removal. Ross, however, persuaded the  a u th o r itie s  to  en­
t r u s t  i t  to  Cherokees and appointed h is  b ro th e r, Lewis, to  supply the  
people. A fter the  removal, Jd in  f.vrote Lewis about "the  business o f the  
l a te  em igration,"^^ and h is  i t a l i c s ,  l ik e  an overly-item ized ta x  deduction, 
suggest th a t  Ross and h is  frien d s  p ro f ite d  from t l ie i r  peop le 's  d is a s te r .
no
His opponents charged th a t  th is  "extraordinary  man" grabbed money 
voraciously and took v ast sums due th e  people under the  1835 t r e a ty .  Using 
th is  money, " f i t t i n g  out la rge  estab lishm ents, liv in g  in  g rea t s ty le ,  end 
having, through d if fe re n t  men'be.rs o f t h e i r  fam ily, e s tab lish ed  la r^e  mer­
c a n tile  establishm ents in  d if fe re n t  sections o f the  country, they have.
found no d ifficu lt» / in  oppressing those who have dared complain o f  th is  
79open dishonesty ." In  1842 the  N ational Council demianded th a t  Ross ac­
count fo r  h is  f in a n c ia l a c tio n s , but he d e ftly  avoided fac tu a l statem ents 
while c a teg o rica lly  denying corrup tion .
But pious den ia ls persuade only fr ie n d s , and h is  c r i t i c s  demianded 
an a u d it. They charged:
7fiLumpkin, Removal of the  Cherokees from Georgia, I ,  187,
77
[John Ross] to  Brother [Lewis Ross], 1 June 1839, J.R .P .
no
s .  C. Stairibough, Amos Kendall to  W. L. Marcy, 30 Dec. 1845, H. R. 
Document 185, 57.
Adair and J .  C. B ell to  'fim, M edill, March 1846, i b i d . , 82.
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The Ridges so ld  the  country/ fo r  the  b e n e fit  of th e  n a tio n ; the 
Rosses, in  the  narre o f th e  n a tio n , put the  money in  t h e i r  own 
pockets. For t h e i r  honest and d is in te re s te d  s a le ,  th e  Ridges 
were murdered!! For appropria ting  th e  money, th e  Rosses have 
been su s ta in e d , honored, and pronoted! 80
0 “j
Some estim ated th a t  Ross made $700,000 from, the  removal.
Another c r i t i c  charged th a t  $1,357,000 had been "placed in  the
82pockets o f  John Ross, and a few o th ers ,"  and th a t  i r r e g u la r i t ie s  abounded 
lik e  weeds in  a garden. "Enormous sums," they s a id ,  "have been charged fo r  
Cherokees who never removed—fo r  wagons and horses which never tra v e lle d — 
fo r  th e  re tu rn  o f wagons which were, so ld , and the  money pocketed by the  de­
signing C h i e f s . I n  s h o r t ,  to  d iss id en t Cherokees,
John Ross i s  an ex traordiiiary  man. With scarce ly  enough Chero­
kee blood in  h is  veins to  mark him as o f Indian descent, he has
made a la rg e  n a jo r i ty  o f h is  deluded countryman be lieve  th a t  he 
i s  tru e  to  th e  ab o rig in a l race , while h is  fu ll-b lo o d  r iv a ls  are 
t r a i to r s  to  t h e i r  country and th e i r  kindred. His ru lin g  passion
i s  av arice . He has been able to  g ra tify  i t  to  an ex ten t almost
unprecedented, by playing upon the  ignorance and prejud ices of 
the  Cherokees, and o b s tin a te ly  opposing th e  policy  o f  the  United 
S ta te s . "Cherokee D iff ic u ltie s "  a re  th e  elements o f h is  power.
He comes to  Washington every year, spending in  luxury and p lea­
sure the  funds o f th e  n a tio n , under pretence o f s e t t l in g  th e i r  
d i f f ic u l t i e s ;  bu t never makes a p roposition  which tends to  th e i r
se ttle m e n t.84
Aside fra il questions about h is  f in a n c ia l in te g r i ty  and lu s t  fo r  
power, few a ttacked  th e  ch arac te r o f John Ross. Even Wilson Lumpkin, who
®^Stambough and Kendall to  Marcy, ib id . , 64.
Glf b id . , 63.
^^Geo. W. Paschal P rin ted  Address to  th e  P u b lic , 20 June 1843,
Stand Watie Papers, Universit^^ o f Texas, dup licates in  Gibson C ollection , 
U niversity  o f Oklahoma.
83lbid.
185, 57.
^^Stambough and Kendall to  Marcy, 30 Dec. 1845, H. R. Document
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detested  the  w ily c h ie f , t e s t i f i e d  to  "h is su p erio r cu ltiv a tio n "  and in ­
te l le c tu a l  a b i l i ty  f o r t i f ie d  by " s o f t ,  easy, gentlemanly manners" and "a 
good moral charac ter
Not a cfynamic speaker, he read carefu lly -p repared  addresses when 
th e  occasion demanded. He wrote s t i l t e d  though proper and f lu en t E nglish , 
and h is  sev era l d ra fts  fo r  each l e t t e r  and h is  p rec ise , flowery handwriting 
suggest perfectionism . Unlike the  unfeigned manner o f h is  le s s  su b tle  In ­
dian neighbors, Ross enshrouded h im self canfortably  in  a dense verbal cloud, 
and only ra re ly  in  family l e t t e r s  can one find  anything bu t the  bureaucrat. 
His public image gained him ntembership in  the  Masons o f Ja sp e r,
Tennessee, and an honorary membership in  the  Philom attican Society o f Cum-
'  86berland U niversity  in  Lebanon, Tennessee, years l a t e r .  His fame a t ­
tra c te d  th e  a tte n tio n  of a " p ra c tic a l Phrenologist" who wished to  analyze
87 88h is  s k u ll ,  and he without doubt coveted g rea tn ess . And among h is  peo­
p le , he a tta in e d  th a t  am bition, fo r  he was "a nan of e n te rp r is e , pe rse r-
verance, and t a l e n t , and who in  an eminent degree, has the  faculty/ o f com-
89mending men—and co n tro llin g  the  moverr^ents of h is  p a rty ."  Ross t ig h t ly  
bound the m ajority of h is  people tc  h ir throughout h is  l i f e .  He often  
e rred , "yet they were no t the mistakes o f a s r a l l  man, but o f a g rea t one.
I f  he erred  i t  was on t'ne s ide  of zeal fo r  a cause whi.ch he thought to  be
^^Lurripkin, RemovaJ. of the  Cherokees from! Georgia, I ,  186.
^ ^C ertifica te  of I n i t i a t i a t i c n , 5 A pril 1827, J .R .P . ; W. B. P o rte r 
to  John Ross, 26 March 1860, ib id .
"̂^0. S. Favler to  John Ross, 28 March 1838, ib id ,
88Lumpkin, Removal o f th e  Cherokees from Georgia, I ,  192.
89P. M. Butler to  Brig. Gen. L. Taylor, L.R.O.I.A., R. 86,
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right.
An evaluation  o f Ross i s  as d i f f i c u l t  as opinions about him were
varied . His an tagonists r a i le d  ag a in s t him as a scoundrel; h is  arden t
friends and some h is to r ia n s  p ra ise  him unreservedly. He was, p a r t ic u la r ly
before he m arried Mary S ta p le r in  18M-4, an opportun ist. To one observer,
he was "a shrewd bold in te l l ig e n t  h a lf-b reed  of unbounded ambition" who
used exaggeration and innuendo to  achieve h is  purposes in  both Washington
and in  h is  n a t i o n . A  m ilita ry  o f f ic e r  th o u ^ t  Ross was "a r a s c a l ,  i . e .
an a r t f u l ,  cunning, shrewd, managing, ambitious man," who hoped to  g e t
$500,000 from th e  United S ta te s  during th e  removal and saw i t  deducted
92fron  th e  n a tio n a l treasu ry  in s tea d .
One man who saw Ross’s f a u l t s ,  Ethan Allen H itchcock, m odified h is
suspicions o f th e  ch ie f. He sa id :
A fter much a tte n tiv e  observation I  am o f the  opinion th a t  John 
Ross i s  an honest man and a p a tr io t  laboring fo r  the  good 
o f h is  people. In  th e  recen t tro u b le  o f h is  n a tio n , includ ing  sev­
e ra l  y ea rs , w ith alm ost unlim ited  opportun ities he has n o t en­
riched  h im self. I t  i s  unfortunate  fo r  h is  rep u ta tio n  th a t  sev­
e ra l  of h is  r e la t iv e s , p a r t ic u la r ly  h is  b ro ther Lewis, have re ­
a liz e d  fortunes through h is  in s tru m e n ta lily , th o u ^  i t  i s  f a i r  
to  consider th a t  th is  may have re su lte d  from con trac ts  p roperly  
made. I t  would be s tra n g e r i f  there, was not ambition w ith th e  
p a trio tism  o f Jno. Rcss, but he seeks th e  fame o f e s tab lish in g  
h is  na tion  and heaping b e n e fits  upon h is  people. Though n o t a 
f lu e n t speaker, even in  conversation , he i s  a clear-m inded ac­
cura te  th in k e r of very fa r-reach ing  v iav s. ̂  ̂
A United S ta te s  agent agreed:
®^Eaton, John Ross, 209.
®^E. A. Hitchcock to  J .  C. Spencer, Hitchcock C o llec tion ,' L ibrary 
o f  Congress, Washington, D. C .; L .R .O .I.A ., R. 86.
qo
Ethan Allen Hitchcock, A T raveler in  Indian T e rr i to ry , ed. Grant 
Foreman (Cedar Rapids, 1930), 27.
S^E. A. Hitchcock to  J .  C. Spencer, 21 Dec. 1841, i b i d . , 234.
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I  th in k  him p r iv a te ly , a r e t i r in g ,  modest, good man; as 
pub lic  man he has d ign ity  and in te l lig e n c e . He i s  ambitious 
and stubborn , o ften  tenacious o f h is  own views to  an ex ten t 
th a t  p re jud ices both him self and h is  cause, wanting in  wisdom 
and po licy  in  se le c tin g  a t  a l l  tim es h is  cwn friends and p a r­
tis a n s  fo r  pub lic  employment.9*+
Ross h im self ended l i f e  g u i l t - f r e e  and serene. He f e l t  th a t  he 
had served h is  people w ell. As d e a th 's  shadows encirc led  him, he sai.d:
Yes S ir :  I  am an old man, and have served my people and
th e  Govt o f th e  United S tates a long tim e, over f i f t y  years.
My people have kept me in  the  h a rn ess , no t o f my seeking but 
o f th e i r  own choice. I  have never deceived them; and now I 
look back, no t one a c t o f ny pub lic  l i f e  r is e s  up to  upbraid 
me. I  have done the b e s t I  could, and today , upon th].s bed 
of s ick n ess , my h e a r t  approves a l l  I  have done. Md s t i l l  I  
am, Jchn Ross, the  same John Ross o f former y e a r s . ^5
This se lf-e v a lu a tio n  was seconded by a  rrdssionary who had long known and
approved o f him, Evan Jones: "Mr. R oss's uprightness and personal in te g -
riiyî', h is  in ten se  p a trio tism  and l ife - lo n g  care, fo r  h is  people, and h is
s e lf - s a c r if ic in g  devotion to  th e i r  in te r e s ts ,  a re  fa c ts  so well known th a t
to  be recognized they have only to  be menti.oned."^^
Ross died on August 1 , 1866. From 1809 u n t i l  th a t  moment, he was 
"with the  cxcepticn  of two o r th ree  years in  the  e a r l ie r  p a r t  o f h is  ca­
re e r ,  in  th e  constan t se rv ice  o f h is  people, furn ish ing  an instance  of
confidence, on t h e i r  p a rt and f id e l i ty  on h i s ,  which has never been su r-
0 7passed in  th e  annals o f  h is to ry ."^  A f in a l  eulogy by h is  people sa id :
No danger appaled him. He never fa l te re d  in  supporting what he 
believed  to  be r ig h t ,  bu t clung to  i t  w itli th e  stead iness o f
9^?. M. B u tle r to  W. Armstrong, n . d . , L .R .O .I.A ., R, 86.
9 5 .John R oss's Nephew to  W. P. Rcss, 3 A pril 1866, J.R .P .
^^Evan Jones' Statem ent, 20 Ju ly  1868, U. S. Senate, 41st Cong., 
2d S e ss ., Senate Report 113 (Washington, 1870), 6.
^^Lavs of the Cherokee Nation, 1839-1867 (St. Louis, 1868), 137.
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purpose which could alone have sprung from the c le a re s t  con­
v ic tio n s  o f  re c titu d e . He never sa c r if ic e d  th e  in te re s ts  of 
h is  Nation to  expediency. He never lo s t  s i ^ t  o f  the  w elfare 
o f h is  people. For them he labored da ily  fo r  a long l i f e ,  
and upon them he bestowed h is  expressed thoughts. A frien d  
o f law, he obeyed i t ;  a  fr ien d  o f  education, he f a i th fu lly  
encouraged schools throughout the  country, and spent l ib e r ­
a l ly  h is  means in  conferring i t  upon o th e rs . Given to  hos­
p i t a l i t y ,  none ever hungered around h is  door. A p ro fesso r of 
the  C h ris tian  re l ig io n , he p rac ticed  i t s  p recep ts . His works 
are  inseperab le  from th e  h is to ry  o f the  Cherokee people fo r  
nearly  h a lf  a cen tury , while h is  example in  th e  da ily  walks 
o f l i f e  w ill  l in g e r  in  th e  fu tu re , and whisper words o f hope, 
temperance, and dharity  in  th e  years o f p o s te r i ty .98
He was a dynamic Indi.an leader—none o ther can match the  length
and influence o f h is  se rv ice . His fin an c ia l a f f a i r s  end h is  t h i r s t  fo r
power w il l  be subsequently examined, but as a man John Ross was the  most
prominent Cherokee of h is  generation. Perhaps he was no t always honest
o r  f o r t h r i ^ t .  But he served the  Cherokees as a watchful shepherd, and
most o f them loved him fo r  i t ,  A poem by Francis De Haes Jan v ier possib ly
t e l l s  the  Cherokee fee lin g  fo r  John Ross:
Dead! the  mighty Chief i s  dead!
F allen  i s  t i s n ’s head!
Eyes unused to  t e a r s , today 
Weep in  so rrav  o 'e r  h is  grave.
Dead! Let a l l  h is  people mourn.
S tricken , s i l e n t  and fo r lo rn .
Let them gaze, w ith sad su rp r ise .
On th is  co stly  s a c r if ic e .
Dead! We stand around h is  b ie r .
Ended i s  h is  b r ig h t ca ree r,
But we know, though l i f e  i s  o 'e r .
He i s  death less evermore.
Dead, beloiv, he liv e s  on h igh;
Lives where v ir tu e  cannot d ie ;
Lives where God new l i f e  im parts;
Lives in  a l l  t ru e  P a t r io t 's  h e a r ts .
98Ib id ., 139.
^^Hargett C o llection .
G-IAPTER VI 
sm ro  WATIE: FACTIONAL PARTISAÎ
Knowledge through su ffe rin g  e n te rs th
And L ife i s  perfected  by death.
—E lizabeth  B a rre tt Browning
In  Excess of fame i s  danger.
—Aeschylus
H isto ry , l ik e  good f ic t io n ,  i s  packed v;ith irony . I t  i s  iro n ic  
th a t  John Ross, aLnost pure Scot, led  ILe fu ll-b lo o d s while Stand W atie, 
almost pure Cherokee, led  the  mixe.d-bloods. For th i r ty  years Watie guided 
the  Treaty Party and engraved h is  image and legend upon "the mural o f  h is  
peop le 's  memory. A p o l i t ic a l  and m ilita ry  lead e r, he was a lso  a loyal 
f r ie n d , an a ffe c tio n a te  husband and fa th e r , and a man o f deep sympathy.
Three-fourths Cherokee, Stand Vatie was th e  son o f David and
Susannah Oowattee, receiv ing  h is  white blood from h is  mother. T hrou^
h is  fa th e r ,  Major Ridge's b ro th er, Watie was re la te d  to  a large  and power-
fu l family combination, and h is  marriage (perhaps h is  fourth) to  Sarah 
3B ell in  1843 a l l ie d  him with h e r kinsmen. Such fam ily t i e s  un ited  the
^Mable Washington Anderson, The L ife  o f General Stand Watie 
(Pryor, 1931), 11.
^Interview  with William E. Dupree, 23 A pril 1937, Indian Pioneer 
H is to ry /, Indian A rchives, Oklahoma S ta te  H is to ric a l Society^.
O
/nderson. Stand W atie, 13.
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Treat}'- P arty , frora which Watie drew many o f h is  friends and wartime sub­
ord inates .
In  Indian fash ion , Watie a lte re d  h is  name to  s u i t  h is  needs. He 
was ch ristened  Da-gata-ga^ (o r Ta-ker-taiv-ker) ̂  which in  Cherokee meant 
to  stand  firm ly , o r  l i t e r a l l y  depicted two in d iv id u a ls , l ik e  Siamese tarins, 
standing sc  c losely  to g e th er and so un ited  in  purpose end sympathy t l ia t  
they ac t as one.^ His mother had him baptized  in  a Moravian m ission with 
the  B ib lica l name Isaac , bu t Stand p re fe rred  to  an g lic ize  th e  meaning o f 
h is  Indian name, drop the  f i r s t  i>7C l e t t e r s  from h is  surname, and thus be 
ca lled  Stand Watie. His b ro th e r , G alig ina ("The Buck"), adopted th e  name 
of h is  benefacto r, who paid  fo r  h is  education in  a Connecticut m ission
7
school, and was thus c a lle d  E lia s  Eoudi.not.
Although Boudinot had a fin e  education and ed ited  th e  Cherokee 
Phoenix, Stand Watie enjoyed only the  minimal oppo rtun ities o ffered  by 
Moravians w ith in  the  Cherokee d a tio n  as he matured in  northern  Georgia, 
but he was nevertheless considered in te l l ig e n t ,  vrLth a "p w e rfu l in te l -
O
le c t ,  and g rea t common sense."
Hesitancy w ith English doub tlessly  in te n s if ie d  h is  n a tu ra l r e t i -
9
cence. "In  h is  youth he spoke the  E nglish language slowly and d e lib e ra te ly
^Frederick Webb Hodge, e d . , Handbook of American Indians North o f 
Mexico (New York, 1959), II., 634.
^Anderson, Stand W atie, 10.
^Hodge, Handbook o f American In d ian s , I I ,  634.
^G abriel, E lia s  Boudinot, 30.
^George W. Paschal, "The T r ia l  o f Stand W atie," 1834, 6, C .N .P.; 
Grant Foreman has ed ited  P asch a l's  a r t i c l e  in  The Chronicles o f Oklahoma, 
XII (Sept. 1934), 305-339.
g
Anderson, Stand W atie, 11.
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and he was never an o ra to r , even in  h is  na tive  tongue."^^ A thoughtfu l
man o f  a c tic n , Watie earned h is  people’s  re sp e c t, and "no man ever rose
to  such d is t in c tio n  among h is  people who had so  l i t t l e  to  say ."^^
Though ta c i tu r n ,  he sought no herm it’s cave and en tered  in to  the
so c ia l l i f e  of h is  people and even enjoyed an occasional " fro lic h "  vhen
12v is i t in g  Washington. VJhile he spared h is  countrv/men long speeches, h is  
l e t t e r s  d isc lo se  th e  shrewd mind and jud ic ious ch arac te r o f one who "wrote
13
with ease , as i s  ty p ic a l o f  the  Indian ," His l e t t e r s  and speeches, l ik e
the  u n c lu tte red  lin e s  o f th e  Parthenon, are  te r s e ,  u n p re ten tio u s, and to
the  p o in t. He s ta te d  h is  thought with Senecan s im p lic ity , using th e  "p la in
s ty le "  once championed by Nev/ England P u ritan s . L e tte rs  to  h is  family were
warm but b r i e f . On one occasion, VJatica Watie w o te  h is  mother and asked
fo r  sane news, commenting, "I reseave a l e t t e r  from Papa and when I  saw i t
I  was g lad  bu t you can gess what news he wrote i t  was about f iv e  o r s ix
14l in s  bu t i t  was g ra te  p le a se r  to  me."
Even in  th e  face o f d is a s te r  he m aintained a q u ie t  dignity/. A fter 
th e  C iv il War, in  which he lo s t  h is  slaves and p ro p erty , '’'Jatie t r ie d  to  
provide fo r  h is  fam ily by b r ie f ly  farming near th e  Red River before a flood 
destroyed h is  crop. He simply vTrote: " I am smashed up. A flood has swept
my crop o f f . About a  hundred acres o f the  f in e s t  com  i s  gone. I  sh a ll
l ° Ib id . , 12. 
l l f b id .
James B. Holt to  Stand W atie, 8 Nov. 1847, C.N.P.
^^Anderson, Stand W atie, 12.
14Watica Watie to  Mother [Sarah W atie], 15 Nov. 1868, C.N.P,
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now of course nove up sooner than I  an tic ip a ted ."^^  This S to ic  ph ilo ­
sophy, though by no means system atized, governed h is  l i f e .
S toic reserve was n o t debased by arrogance. He was "kind to  a 
fa u lt ," ^ ^  and deeply loved h is  fam ily. "Though an eneny might c a l l  him 
s te m  and homely, l i t t l e  ch ild ren  loved him and th e  h e lp less were glad to  
c a l l  him f r i e n d . C h i l d r e n  peer through men's pretence m th  p rec is io n , 
and in  th e i r  eyes W atie 's face was transform ed by some tiling f in e r  than  
symmetry. He was strong b u t not e leg an t; the  r ig o rs  of an ac tiv e  l i f e  
wrinkled h is  face l ik e  corrugated metal and faded h is  coal-b lack  h a ir  as 
th e  sun bleaches lin e n s . He aged bu t d id  no t decline . Heavy-set bu t no t 
flabby , he preserved h is  s tre n g th , l ik e  an a th le te ,  through ex erc ise .
Stocky and strong and in o rd in a te ly  s h o r t ,  Watie toughened h is  mus-
17
d e s  by t o i l  and exposure. His o ld e s t son, Saladin , was 5 f t .  5 in . t a l l ,
and no doubt Watie was about the same, b u t h is  s ta tu re ., unlike N apoleon's,
enkindled no passion fo r  pa>7er. This "sw art l i t t l e  man" led  the  mixed-
blood fa c tio n , y e t he "looked l ik e  an Ind ian , wore h is  h a ir  proudly in  a 
1 8pompadour," and thought him self thoroughly Cherokee.
He enjoyed good h e a lth  as w ell as physical s t r e n g t h . C e r t a i n l y  
no hypochondriac, Watie s t i l l  worried about h is  h ea lth —only a f a t a l i s t
l^^Stand Watie to  Saladin W atie, 6 June 1867, C.N.P.
Anderson, Stand W atie, 66.
^^Ib id . , 11.
17Grant Foreman, comp., "H istory o f  th e  Service and L is t o f In d i­
v iduals o f th e  Five C iv ilized  Tribes o f th e  Confederate Arny," bound type­
w ritte n  MS, 95, Oklahoma S ta te  H is to r ic a l Society*
^^Jay Monacan, C iv il War on th e  Western Border, 185*4-1865 (Boston,
1955), 212. 
19Stand Watie to  anonymous, n .d . ,  C.N.P.
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would not have amidst th e  v iru le n t  d isease  and death , in  war and peace, 
in  the  Cherokee Nation. Somewhat s u p e rs t i t io u s , he believed in  cures and 
remedies. M te r  t e l l in g  h is  w ife about a number of deaths in  the  neigh­
borhood, he lamented the  death o f Standing Deer, a " s re a t  cancer doctor,"
20and solemnly s a id , "You see th e re  i s  one g rea t s e c re t lo s t ."
Before he d ied , in  1871, Watie o ften  tra v e lle d  to  Sulphur Springs,
Arkansas, end dranJc th e  m ineral w ater fo r  h is  h e a lth ; re tu rn in g  from such
21a t r ip  he suddenly died in  th e  home o f a fr ien d . Considering h is  age, 
h is  muscular b u ild , h is  a c tiv e  l i f e ,  and the  abruptness of h is  death , one 
irdght guess th a t  he died o f h e a r t  f a i lu re .
To h is  robust h e a lth  and physical strengH i, y 'atie  added t ig e r - l ik e  
courage. He was brave enough to  d isda in  bravado, fo r  a. frien d  noted th a t  
"few men have more gen tle  or- p a c if ic  manners ; o r bear a more amiable de­
portment. Under the sev e re s t in ju r ie s  he never makes a th r e a t ,  and hence
22he i s  deemed the  nore. dangerous ;nan." As a young man in  Georgia, he re ­
le n tle s s ly  t r a i l e d , v;ith th e  s k i l l  o f a blood-hound, a desperado who had 
murdered h is  fr ien d  and k i l le d  him in  "sing le  combat," In  18^2 Watie
k i l le d  James Foreman, e mudr la rg e r  man, a f t e r  accusing him o f  k i l l in g  h is
24re la tiv e s  in  1839. Men ra re ly  t r i f l e d  w ith Watie—he was q u ie t and good- 
natured but never i r r e s o lu te .
^^Stand Watie to  Sarah W atie, 22 Sept. 1859, C.N.P.
^^elm a N ieberding, "Stand W atie’s Other Grave," Nieberding (Velma) 
C o llection , MSS D ivision , U niversity  o f Oklahoma.. (Unpublished MS te l l in g  
remembrances o f John Jordan. )
^^Paschal, "The T r ia l  o f Stand W atie," 6.
23Anderson, Stand W atie, 12. Watie sho t Swimmer in  an 1835 posse 
hun t, John Howard Payne Papers, I I .
^^Paschal, "The T rial of Stand Watie," 6.
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Though Watie was a p la n te r , businessman, lavzyer, m erchant, and
p o l i t ic ia n ,  i t  was h is  courage and m ili ta ry  a b i l i ty  which brought him fame..
The Cherokees were no t war-nvDngers, and Stand Watie was a s o ld ie r  o f  neces-
25s it^ ^  His fa th e r  was a  q u ie t , n o n -m ilitan t Moravian C h ris tian ; ]iis bro­
th e r ,  E lia s  Boudinot, was scho larly  and re l ig io u s ;  l e f t  a lone , Watie would 
have doub tlessly  liv e d  in  tra n q u il  o b sc u rity , b u t th e  n a tio n 's  constan t 
turm oil forced  him. to  m ili ta n t  a c t iv i ty .  In  th e  West from 1830 to  1846, 
the  Treaty; P a rty , l ik e  a  death-hounded band o f  g u e r i l la s ,  was an armed band 
s tru g g lin g  to  su rv ive . Such skirm ishes bap tized  Watie in to  the  r e a l i t i e s  
o f combat. He confiden tly  o ffered  to  r e c r u i t  a Cherokee regim ent to  a id  
th e  United S ta te s  in  th e  Mexican V/ar, but he was thanked fo r  h is  " p a tr io tic  
s p i r i t "  and advised to  postpone any ac tion  u n t i l  n o t if ie d  o f  an o f f ic ia l  
decision . Though h is  o f fe r  was re je c te d , i t  in d ica ted  an emerging m ili­
tancy in  W atie,
He liv e d  q u ie tly  during th e  1850 's, but in  th e  C iv il War he emerged 
as a  m ilita ry  lead e r. Almost f i f ty - f iv e  years o ld  when th e  war began, he 
led  h is  ill-a rm e d , poo rly -c lad , oft-hungry w arrio rs on daring ra id s ,  
scouts and minor engagements. Through i t  a l l  t h i s  l i t t l e  bov;-legged In ­
d ian , o ften  a s tr id e  a white ho rse , escaped even "the s l ig h te s t  wound" and
9 7lo s t  no t even a  horse in  ac tio n .
I t  i s  easy to  c r i t i c i z e  W atie 's m ili ta ry  s k i l l ,  th e  lack o f  r e a l
or
Clauder, Diary o f Moravian M issions, 25,
^^W. L, Ifercy to  Stand W atie, 2 June 1846, Stand Watie Papers, 
N ortheastern S ta te  C ollege, Tahlequah, Oklahoma,
97Monaghan, C iv il War on th e  Western Border, 212; Grant Foreman, 
unpublished MS de livered  to  Oklahoma h i s to r ic a l  S ociety , V e rtica l F i le ,  
Stand W atie, Oklahoma S ta te  H is to r ic a l Society  ; Anderson, Stand W atie, 51,
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d isc ip lin e  in  h is  army, and h is  f a i lu re  to  hold Indian T e rr ito ry . But a 
s k i l le d  d rillm a s te r  would have f a i le d  to  regiment th e  Indians. A d is c i­
p lined  army needs arms, uniform s, food, and tra n sp o rta tio n ; the  Confederacy 
gave Watie almost nothing. He met e x is te n t cond itions, foraged fo r  h is  
troops and in sp ired  an amazing loyalty/ arcong them which held  h is  force to ­
gether throughout the  war.
Watie bound h is  so ld ie rs  tc  him by personal example. Rather old 
to  be galloping around th e  coun tryside , iVati.e's yo u th -lik e  "emergy" gar­
nered p ra ise  frcm h is  w hite su p e rio rs .^  Like a swarihy-faced Cossack, 
Watie was a su p e rla tiv e  cavalrymam. In  1829, in  Georgia, "Watie performed 
one o f those fe a ts  o f endurance on horseback fo r  whd-ch he was so  noted and 
placed him conspi.ciously before, h is  people" when he rode, a t  th e  bidding 
o f John Ross, from h is  homie to  the  n ea res t United S ta tes  agent, 100 rrdles
d is ta n t . Watie mounted h is  h o rse , the  "mission was prom.ptly executed and
29
Watie reported  back to  Mr. Rcss w ith in  tvjenin^-fcur hours."  Nav 200 m iles 
in  tw enty-four hours on horseback i s  an improbable f e a t ,  bu t the  legend 
was a p a rt o f th e  Watie irytl'i which, adorned by re a l  e x p lo i ts , e s tab lish ed  
h is  image.
Maybe th e  fu ll-b lo o d  su p e rs ti tio n  th a t  "no weapon was ever made 
to  k i l l  Stand W a t i e " g a v e  h is  so ld ie rs  added confidence in  him, and the  
rumor th a t  he s l e p t , l ik e  a lio n ess  w ith young cubs, on the  o u tsk ir ts  o f
28s. 3. Maxey to  S. S. Anderson, 7 Feb. 1864, War of th e  R ebellion : 
O ff ic ia l fecords (Washington, 1880), Series I ,  Vol. L I IÏ ,  9éS, iH ereafte r 
c ite d  as O.R.J
on
Anonymous fragm ent, n .d . ,  C.N.P.
3°Ibid .
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31camp with one eye open fo r  the  eneirty no doubt reassured them. He in -
oo
sp ired  lo y a lty : "He was always in  th e  th ic k e s t  o f the  figh t"  and "never
33ordered a charge he didn’t  lead ."  In d ian s , l ik e  most rren, admired cour­
age, and h is  nen thought him "one of the  b ravest and most capable of men,
— . Ohand The foremost s o ld ie r  ever produced by th e  Morth American I n d i a n s . "
Another s o ld ie r  re.menbered t i a t  once "'v.atie gave the order, which he always
35led , . . . h is  men ivould follO 'j him in to  the  very javo of death ." Other
veterans claimed " tiia t the  wizardry o f W atie’s influence could make a weak
jTian brave and a brave man braver; th a t  fe a r  never found the road to  h is
sou l, and the word, ’r e t r e a t ’ was not in  h is  vocabulary." To i l lu s t r a te .
h is  d is ta s te  fo r  r e t r e a t ,  seme men c].cd.ired th a t  a f t e r  a po sitio n  in  b a t t le
became untenable a t  Pea Fidge, hat5.e, re fu s in g  to  s a y  r e t r e a t ,  ordered
37them to  "Charge back boys! Charge back!"
His so ld ie rs  loved and followed him throughout the  war, fo r they 
followed no t merely an o ff ic e r—they followed a man. He was admired as a 
so ld ie r , bu t a lso  because he was "p leasan t and kind in  conversation, un­
s e lf is h  and l ib e r a l  to  a f a u l t ,  never severe o r overbearing with h is  s o l­
d iers , bu t always overlooked th e i r  shortcomings and seldom ever had them.
^^Anderson, Stand l-fatie, 30.
32i b i d . , 22 .
33lb id . , .5.1.
^^James M. Keys to  Mable Anderson, in  ib id . , 29.




38punished, causing them a l l  to  love'and honor him ," Another s o ld ie r  sa id , 
"I followed 'The Grand Old Man' from th e  beginning o f  our t e r r ib le  s tru g g le  
to  th e  end. I cannot eiçiress, in  so many words, the. honor and adm iration
■30
I f e l t  fo r  him,"
His s o ld ie r s ,  w riting  in  th e i r  o ld  age, n a tu ra lly  ex to lled  t h e i r  
departed hero , bu t one cannot escape t h e i r  deeply-rooted adm iration fo r  
him.. Perhaps Watie could have been more successfu l in  war i f  he had 
whipped h is  Indians in to  a  tough, o rderly  f i t t i n g  u n it. Yet war in  
Indian T e rr ito ry , lik e  war on any f ro n t ie r ,  was fought by sm all bands 
and scou ts. L i t t l e  t r a d i t io n a l  P ru ss ian -lik e  d isc ip lin e  was requ ired  o r 
even necessary fo r  such maneuvers, bu t abso lu te  lo y a lty  to  a lead er was 
e s se n tia l .  M aintaining th is  loyally^, Watie waged an e ffec tiv e  war o f a t ­
t r ib u t io n  while re ta in in g  the love of h is  men.
And war in  Indian T errito ry  was a t t r i t i o n —an abrasive., g a llin g  
d estruc tion  of land and people. Armies destroyed not so muclr each o th e r 
as the  country they trampled underfoot. F ie lds were desolated and houses 
were burned q u ite  a t  random. Wearied troops k i l le d  and s to le  c a t t l e  fo r  
food and p r o f i t ,  3ams and fences crumbled. Sold iers end c iv i l ia n s  per­
ished in  combat, bu t they died ju s t  as su re ly  from disease, and s ta rv a tio n . 
The war decimated the  Cherokee Nation and nearly  destroyed a prosperous, 
progressive so c ie ty . This bloody w arfare , t h i s  clandestine  ra id in g , h i t -  
and-run ambush a tta c k s , ravished th e  land l ik e  a searing  .flame and drove 
i t s  people in to  h id ing  o r  the  grave. B ru tal i t  was, and Watie was "a
^^Robert T, Hanks to  Mabel Anderson, 5 Jan, 1915, ib id , , 68,
^^Jchn W. Jordon to  Mabel Anderson, 4 A pril 1915, i b i d , , 69,
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p e rs is te n t  and implacable enemy o f Union In d ian s , bu t in  s p i te  o f  h is  p a r­
t i s a n  background as a f ig u re  in  th e  Cherokee removal tro u b le s , he did not 
stoop to  ra id s  th a t  were unconnected with m ili ta ry  o b j e c t i v e s . F e w  
f o u ^ t  more v a lia n tly  f o r  th e  South •than W atie, bu t while he warred fo r 
•the Confederacy, he s tru g g led  fo r  h is  fam ily.
Watie was devoted t c  h is  wife and ch ild ren . Duty n ecessita ted  long 
sep ara tio n s which, though q u ite  •trying a t  tim es, l e f t  a remarkable legacy 
of correspondence. By m ail, Watie h a ltin g ly  t r ie d  to  express h is  love fo r  
h is  fa n ily —as when he v.rote : "HO’? do the. ch ild ren  l ik e  t h e i r  kin? Do
they ever speak o f •their Daddy? T ell •them •that I  shake hands with •them., 
and you too ."^^
War’s • tra ils  and th e  un^timely, t r a g ic  deaths o f th e  Watie d iild re n  
k n i t  •the li^ ttle  fam ily even c lo s e r  toga^ther. W atie’s e ld e s t bey, Saladin , 
fought by h is  side  throughout th e  v/ar while y e t a teenager. TVjo years a f te r  
•the war ended, Saladin to ld  h is  farther th a t  "miama has grown to  be s to u t 
and heal^thy. She s tep s about l ik e  seme young s ix teen  year o ld  g ir l ." ^ ^
The touf^ened, six ty -one  y ear o ld  w arrio r’s h e a r t warmed even more as 
Saladin  discussed th e  house he was b u ild ing . Saladin knew h is  fa^ther’s 
ways and sa id : "I "think you w il l  be a f t e r  me. .for a  trad e  when you see. i t
and o f  course I  w il l  "trade wi"th you fo r  I  would ra th e r  see you l iv e  in  such 
a house than  to  do so m yself i t  would be more p leasu re  to  me "than anything
^^Edwin C. McReynolds, Oklahoma: A H istory  o f  "the Sooner S ta te  
(Norman, 1954), 220.
^^Stand Wa"tn.e to  Sarah VJa'tLe, 22 Sept. 1859, C.N.P.
^^Saladin Watie to  Stand W atie, 16 Nov. 1867, C.N.P.
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43in  the  world to  see you and Mama in  a good confortab le  house. " In  le ss  
than s ix  months, Saladin was dead, Cumiska died during the  war; one son 
survived a f t e r  1867.
Of W atie 's sons, Watica was th e  most expressive. Once, commenting 
on h is  school woric, he sa id  th a t  he was " tru ly  proud to  th ink  th a t  w  
parents w ill  spend th e  l a s t  d o lla r  to  send me to  school hope th a t  I  w ill 
be able to  help  my papa do business when I  go to  school l o n g e r . W a t i e  
earned th e  devotion o f h is  ch ild ren  througl'i sacrifice , and love. He knew 
they needed an education and he strugg led  to  provide each of them witli 
one. But Watica a lso  d ied , and the  old general had l i t t l e  l e f t .  Hvo 
daughters remained, but even ‘they f a i le d  to  in h e r i t  t h e i r  f a th e r 's  s tren g th  
and died in  1875, surviving th e i r  fa th e r  by fou r y e a rs , and leaving Mrs. 
Watie alone fo r  seven years.
VJhile Watie l iv e d , however, tl-ie daughteis comiforted him. They 
openly adored th e i r  fa th e r , y e t l ik e  most adolescents they t r ie d  to  squeeze 
funds .from th e i r  so ft-h ea rted  papa. Jacqueline , h is  youngest c h ild , once 
wrote him about h e r  school. She solemnly praised  the school: a l l  was
business and tlie schoolm aster allowed no svreetlaearts o r  frivol.iip/—a c a l­
culated attem pt to  b o ls te r  h is  confidence .in such a sens.ible school. She
then begged hiiri to  a ttend  a coming examination period: "I would ra th e r
45you would come, than any one. e lse ,"  but her old father soon sa.w the pur­
pose of i t  a l l  V7hen he. read "I w ill  need some noney to o ; for I w ill  have
43lb id .
'^'^.Jatica Watie to  Sarali VJatie, 15 Nov. 1868, C.N.P.
^3Jacqueline  Watie to  Stand W atie, 22 A pril 1871, C.N.P.
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to  get some th ings fo r  the  examination, fo r  i t  w ill  take from no ;̂ to  get 
ready,
His o th er d a u ^ te r ,  N innie, when to ld  t l ia t  h e r faidier would soon
47be hoiie, c ried  th a t  she was "almost crazzy" to  see him, Watie too 
missed h is  ch ild ren , fo r  he v/rote th a t  they could no t "imagine hav lonely 
I am up here a t  our old place without any o f my dear ch ild ren  w ith [me],
I would be so happy to  have you h e re , bu t you must go to  s c h o o l , I h e  
many le t t e r s  o f the  I'/atie family breathe humanity and devotion. Only in  
these does Watie rev ea l h is  emotions, and h is  w ife and ch ild ren  show de­
pendence upon, a ffe c tio n  fo r , and f a i th  in  him,
No attem pt to  analyze Watie llirougti th e  opinions of h is  family and 
friends i s  s t r i c t l y  objective., but i t  o f .fers sorae in s ig h t in to  h is  person­
a l i ty .  People who knew him. generally  p raised  hiiri. He was natura].ly  as­
sa ile d  as a  demon by Northern jo u rn a l is ts ,  te r ro r - s tr ic k e n  U n ion ists , and 
p o l i t ic a l  foes—ju s t  as J-chn Ross was maligned by h is  enemies. He was too 
poor a p o l i t ic ia n  to  ccanprcmise h is  id ea ls  and win wide popular support, 
but he re ta in ed  the  lo y a lty  o f h is  a sso c ia te s . He was not c ru e l enough 
as a so ld ie r  to  triumph through barbarisni, and though he lo s t  a  war he pre­
served h is  in te g r i ty .  But the  testim onies of h is  many f r ie n d s , l ik e  any 
eulogy, .form an im p ress io n is tic  ra th e r  than a photographic p o r t r a i t .
Most testim onies appeared a f te r  th e  war; some, came when th e  old 
general died. Early in  h is  l i f e ,  however, h is  b ro th e r commended h is
^^Ibid,
^"^Ninnie Watie to  Stand W atie, n .d , ,  C.N.P,
48Stand Watie to  Ninnie Watie, 7 Jan, 1871, C.N.P,
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"g rea t modesty" and considered him "a man of s te r l in g  sense and in teg ­
r i ty ," ^ ^  while one of h is  b ro thers-in -law  thought o f him as h is  "ovm bro­
th e r . Douglas Cooper, one o f  W atie's war-time su p e rio rs , sa id : "He
was no t only a s o ld ie r ,  brave e f f ic ie n t  and courageous, bu t he was a g rea t 
mian, whose honor and in te g r i ty  were above r e p r o a c h , A  raissionar/ to  
the  Indians who served as a chaplain during th e  v?ar knew Watie fo r  many 
years and t e s t i f i e d  to  "h is m erits and excellence o f l i f e  and ch arac te r 
in  every re la t io n  o f l i f e . "
Thomas Anderson, who went tlirough the  war w ith W atie, wrote him 
le ss  than a year a f t e r  th e  c o n f lic t  end adm itted to  "no o th e r  motive fo r 
w riting  than such as would induce one to  w rite  to  a f r ie n d , i f  you w ill
53perm it me to  include myself in  th e  number o f those who t ru ly  esteemi you."
In  a re f le c tiv e  rncod, Anderson avovjed th a t  Watie was th e  b e s t fr ien d  he 
had outside, of h is  own f a m i l y . A g a i n  one b r ie f ly  glimpses Ihe anomaly 
o f a  q u ie t, solemn person who, lik e  a campfire a t  tw ilig h t,  could emanate 
such warmth and hum.anity th a t  h is  men, whether they knew him in tim ate ly  
or n o t, f e l t  th a t  he  was t h e i r  frien d . When he died , an o ld  s o ld ie r ,  
grieved by th e  death o f  one o f h is  "b est friends" immediately wrote to  
J .  M. B e ll, consoled th e  fam ily , and offered  to  leave h is  business in
^ % lias  Boudinot tc  John Rcss, U. S. Senate, 24 th  Cong., 1 s t  S ess ., 
Senate Document 286, 101.
^^John F. '.'heeler to  Stand Watie, C.N.P.
^^Anderson, Stand W atie, 44.
52J . S. Murrav to  Mabel Anderson, i b i d . , 67.
^Ibid.
^'^Thos. F. Anderson to  Stand W atie, 19 Feb. 1866, C.N.P, 
54,
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Arkansas t c  help  th e  fazrily.^^ Others ranked th e  general, l ik e  Apollo, 
among th e  im portais enshrined fo r  others to  i m i t a t e , o r  a sse rted  th a t  
in  some sections o f th e  country one could be .more proud to  say " ' I  was a 
member o f Genl Stand W atie 's S t a f f —than to  s u b s ti tu te  the  name o f Genl 
Lee."57
But before, we canonize th e  doughio; general l e t  us remember t i e  men 
he k i l l e d ,  th e  houses he burned, and the  fam ilies h is  so ld ie rs  an n ih ila ted . 
Edith Kicks Walker, as a l i t t l e ,  g i r l ,  liv ed  tirough  the war end i t s  con­
s ta n t  raicis; although she rsmenbered th a t  most o f the  ra id e rs  were w hite,
- . . • goth ere  were some indiens and "Stand ■■Jatie was always in  the backgrc’und."
He shaved l i t t l e  pera.- to  the enemy, ’ie. was as ru tliless  as the  war he 
.fought. As th e  leader of the  Treaty Party  and Ridge .faction, he worked 
fo r  the  mixed-bloods ' and slave-a-ners ' in te r e s ts  v.ath l i t t l e  concern fo r  
the na tion  as a whole, / s  th e  leader o f h is  fa c tio n , he advocated the  
c rea tio n  of a separa te  s ta te  fo r  i t  w ith j.ts ami land and government when 
the  na tion  was re n t w ith d issension  and blood-shed. He believed in  s la ­
very and evidenced some r a c ia l  p ride .
Nevertheless we condemn n e ith e r  Ulysses S. Grant nor Robert E.
Lee fo r  the  awesome carnage re s u lta n t from t h e i r  war a c t iv i ty .  We cannot 
honestly  despise the  Southerner, whether oppressed by wongs r e a l  o r  ima­
gined, fo r  seeking r e l i e f  through secession  and try in g  to  preserve h is  
trad ition-bound  way o f l i f e .  We ra re ly  denounce a  p o l i t i c a l  lead er fo r
55wm. A. McCandless to  James M. B e ll, 15 Oct. 1871, C.N.P.
5^A. K. H ardcastle to  Sarah W atie, 27 Oct. 1871, C.N.P.
^^Chas. S. F ix to  Sarah W atie, 21 Aug. 1880, C.N.P.
^^Carol^m Foreman, Park H ill  (Muskogee, 1948), 122.
party  lo y a lty , and few decry nationalism . Thus Stand W atie, th o u ^  not 
w ithout f a u l t ,  has emerged, in  th e  eyes of some o f  h is  contemporaries and 
adm irers, a m oderately-heroic figure.,
Watie was a capable man with the  courage to  face c rise s  and assume 
sizeab le  re s p o n s ib ili ty . Before th e  war he was a  le a d e r o f a sm all Cher­
okee fa c tio n , but i t  was only in  th e  C iv il War, wliich demanded hero ic  
q u a l i t ie s ,  th a t  he gained lim ited  renovm; he did h is  job and i t  happened 
th a t  the  task  was too  g rea t bu t he s t i l l  s tru g g led  v a lia n tly  enough to  
m erit men’s p ra is e s . He was n e ith e r  m artine t nor k n ig h t-e rran t. There 
was l i t t l e  romantic about him. His war was fou l and d ir ty —i t  was s tru g ­
gle o r pe rish  and th e  s tru g g le  was ra re ly  • glamorous. He was no J ,  E, B, 
S tu a rt with a  crimson cape, end he coveted no head lines. He was a poorly- 
c lad , o ften  hungry Indian too  old  to  enjoy a .fight fo r  i t s  v iolence. Be­
fore the. c o n f l ic t  ended he was t ir s 'd , s ick  of wc'.r, weary o f soul and f i ­
nan c ia lly  ru ined .
As a fa c tio n a l p a r tis a n , Watie led  th e  anti-R oss m inority from 
1839 to  1865. In  opposition to  the  leader of the  m ajo rity , John Ross, 
Watie helped c rea te  and su s ta in  the fac tio n a l ten sion  which divided h is  
na tion  and shaped h is  people’s h is to ry .
A TREATY PAYS DÎ /IDERDS
Le succès das Cherokees prouve donc que les  
Indiens ont le. fa c u lté  de se c iv i l i s e r ,  mais i l  
ne prouve nu],lerr.ent qu’i l s  puissent y r é u s s ir .
—Alexis de Tccqueville
They rushed, in  l ik e  wolves, and S t r i f e ,  th e  
heart-b reaker', re jo iced  when she saw them.
—I'loirier
For fo rty  years p r io r  to  1839 Cherckees had been em igrating to  tlie
West. One band s e t t le d  in  present-day Texas, but most loca ted  in  ^Arkansas.
Here, in  1324, the Western Cherokees f i r s t  .formed a. n a tio n a l government
rou;ghly resembling th a t  of t h e i r  b re th ren  in  trie E ast.^  As white s e t t l e r s
in to  Arkansas, they demanded th a t  tlie  Qierdkees leave. A tre a ty  in  1828,
bo lstered  by another in  1833, moved tlie t r ib e  to  what i s  nor t i e  n o rth -
2eastern  sec tio n  of Oklehcma.
The new land vras a good lend w ith v irg in  .forests and f e r t i l e  p ra i­
r ie s  and spark ling  waterways. Anti-removal propagandists had peprecated 
the  West and to ld  bloody ta le s  about Paimees and Osages which shocked E ast-
3
am  Cherokees. One v i s i to r  to  th e  West ca lled  i t  "the  poorest country;
^Emmet S ta r r ,  Cherokees "West" 1794 to  1839 (Clarem.ore, 1910), 104.
^Kappler, Indian A ffa ir s , I I ,  206-209, 283-285.
^Cherokee Phoenix, 29 Oct. 1828; i b id . ,  18 March 1829; Treaty be­
tween Western cherokees and th e  Osage, 18 May 1831, P h o to s ta ts , Indian 
Documents and L e tte rs , MSS D iv ision , U niversity  of Oklahoma.
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in  the un iverse , nothing but mountains and brambles" on the  edge o f a  des­
e r t .^  Ifea ty  Part>^ sc o u ts , however, p ra ised  th e  W est's a g r ic u ltu ra l  po­
t e n t ia l ,^  John Ridge envisioned bread f ie ld s  o f golden-yellow? wheat and 
corn end a sse rte d , a f t e r  he had s e t t l e d ,  th a t  " i f  th e  people o f th e  United 
S ta tes could only see our condition  in  the  ■■■test, they v;ould no longer a s­
s i s t  John Ross to  delude, the  poor ignoran t po rtion  o f our people to  r e ­
main in  th e  E as t, where he can specu la te  on th e i r  m iseries ."^
The land v?as good, but p o l i t i c s ,  as u su a l, created  problems. The
United S tates defau lted  in  i t s  annuiip/ payrrents and evaded i t s  t r e a ty
7
agreements. Boundary d ispu tes w?ith o th e r Indian tr ib e s  d isrup ted  th e  na-
- 8 tio n  a f te r  I n d ia n  T erritory; was es tab lish ed  i n  1830, Western Cherokees,
re so lu te  n e s t le r s ,  s e t t le d  and m aintained th e i r  lands, b u t they n e ith e r
reached nor attempted to  reach the  le v e l o f c iv i l iz a t io n  a tta in e d  by t h e i r
b ro thers in  th e  E ast, Cherokees who emigrated before 1835 were, l ik e  the
mountain men, inured  to  th e  p rim itiv e  hun ter-ex is tence  of t h e i r  an cesto rs .
Ind iv idual immigrants adapted e a s ily  to  Western socieig;, When th e
United S ta tes forced la rg e  groups o f Indians in to  th e i r  country , however,
th e  Old S e ttle rs  (as th e  Western Cherokees were ca lled ) grew re s e n tfu l ,
^Richard F ields L e tte r , 5 May 1829, Cherokee Plioenix, 9 Sept, 1829,
^[John F, Wheeler] to  Stand W atie, 27 Ju ly  1834, C.N.P,; John 
Ridge to  I'Jilscn Lumpkin, in  Lumpkin, Removal o f the  Cherokees from Georyâa, 
I I ,  202,
^Eurapkin, Removal o f  th e  Cherokees frcm Georgia, I I ,  204.
^Cherokee Phoenix, 3 Ju ly  1830,
®Roy G i-ttinger, "The Separation of Nebraska and Kansas fron  Ind ian  
T e rrito ry ,"  The Chronicles o f Oklahoma, I  (Jan, 1921), 9; P h o to sta ts : 
Indian Documents and L e tte r s , 21 Oct, 1831; Isaac  McCq\' to  Secratary  o f  
War, 12 Sept, 1832, P h o to s ta ts : Indian  Documents and Le.tters,
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A proposed tr e a ty  in  183*4 providing fo r  the  peaceful fusion  of th e  two t r i ­
b a l groups was never r a t i f ie d ,^  Iran-dgrants complained t l ia t  they received  
none of th e  Old S e t t le r  a n n u itie s , could no t send th e i r  ch ild ren  to  
schools, and had no rep resen ta tio n  in  tlie government.
Yet these  d i f f ic u l t ie s  were minor, and most imnu.grants before 1838 
were accepted in  th e  West. The Treaty? Party successfu lly  moved 1,000 peo­
p le  in to  the  na tion  in  1837 w ithout death o r  d i f f ic u l ty .  In  th a t  y ear per­
haps 8,000 Cherokees liv ed  in  the  West and t i l l e d  1,000 f a r m s . E d u c a ­
tio n  re.tai.ned i t s  allurem ent fo r  progressive, mixed-bloods, and Major Ridge
12b u i l t  a school scon a f te r  lie set-tied  in  the. W est." Some Old S e t t le r s
feared  t3iat "the nev/ccmers r ig h t  become a d istu rb ing  in flu en ce , and th e i r
N ational Council p ro tes ted  when Samuel W orcester h ired  E lia s  Boudinot,
the  highly articula.te. ex -e d ito r o f th e  Cherokee ~^hoenix, as h is  tr a n s la -  
13to r .  But tlie Treaty Parpyrj fg r the  t i r e  bei.i;-, concentrated in  s e t t l e -  
liients along the  Arkaiisas bcroer, ferr.re.d, tie d e d , re.r a.ined p o lrc ic a lly  in ­
active  , and üiade plans to  preserve i t s  l i f e .
^Foreman, Copies of .MSS in  Office o f Commissioner of Indian A.f- 
f a i r s ,  131-134, 10 Feb. 183*4 t r e a ty ,  Oklahoma S ta te  H is to r ic a l Society .
.Edward Hicks e t .  a l .  to  U. S. Ccrnr'dssicners, 20 Dec. 1833,
ib id . ,  93-94. “  “
^^-Report of the  O ffice of Indian /v ffa irs , 1837, R .C .I.A ., 1824-41,
579.
12Sophia Savyer to  D. Greene, 27 Dec. 1838, Cherokee Mission Pa­
p e rs , X.
13Jno. Smith to  Mr. Wooster, 11 Jan. 1838, J .R .P .;  Foreman, Copies
of L e tte rs  £ M iscellaneous Documents R elative to  Cherokees and Creeks,
Oklahoma S ta te  H is to ric a l Socie-ty; Althea. Bass, Cherokee Messenger (Nor­
man, 1936), 218.
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Yet d ea th 's  dark shadav blanketed th e  VJest as early  as 1837. West­
ern delegates had often  angered E astern Qierokees by th e i r  conduct in  
Washington, and John Ross's ïïdssion to  the  V'est in  1837 only s t i r r e d  Old 
S e t t le r  tempers ra th e r  than opposition to  removal. Unscrupulous Western 
Cherokees who, l ik e  John Drew, had been paid to  emigrate under e a r l ie r  
t r e a t i e s ,  t r ie d  to  re tu rn  to  th e  E ast and cash in  again under the provi­
sions of th e  1835 removal trea t\;.^ ^  Though unimportant in  them selves, 
these c o n flic ts  i l lu s t r a te d  th e  mounting in t r a - t r ib a l  tensions.
As tlie immigrants stragg led  in to  the  Indi.an country, the  Old Set­
t l e r s  flocked to g e th er. Cephus 7/asr±>um, a veteran missionary; in  the '-/est, 
noted th a t  chaos had a sse rted  i t s e l f  and th a t  "scenes o f violence 8 blood 
are transac ted  very frequen tly . Several murders have been committed since  
th e  new emigrants came in . The whole nation  i s  much divided. There are. 
th ree  p o l i t ic a l  p a r t ie s ,  idie Old S e t t le r s ,  the  Treaty; p a rty , 8 th e  Ross 
p a rty ."  Even th e  m issionaries were d isun ited . Some demanded th a t  the
Treaty Party members be censured and expelled from the churches while
17others urged the  churches uo eschew p o l i t ic s .  A ll sides ca lled  fo r  
u n ity , but only on th e i r  ovm term s.
Yet p o l i t i c a l  d issension  was no t the  Qierokees' so le  problem, fo r  
when the  emigrants a rrived  they found th e i r  promised ra tio n s  e i th e r  non­
ex is te n t o r  in ed ib le , American supply con tracto rs d is tr ib u te d  only beef
1%/m, Armstrong to  C. A. H a rris , 3 Feb. 1837, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 81.
R. 82.
^^Brig. Gen. M. Arbuckle to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 17 June 1838, i b i d . ,
Washburn to  David Greene, 18 March 1839, Cherokee Mission
Papers, X.
S, Butrick Journal, 25 March 1839, ib id ., IV; 30 March 1839,
ib id .
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in  what th e  Cherokees considered a hazardous season fo r  beef. The Chero­
kees' requested pork and bacon was denied. Guided by "av a rice , the  spur 
of industry,"^® th e  con tracto rs schemed to  give the  Indians money in s tead  
of food and thereby increase t h e i r  p r o f i t s . D e s p i t e  vigorous p ro te s ts  
by John Ross, government agents did nothing to  co rrec t th e  s i tu a tio n . 
Discontent was rampant, bu t rumors o f a Cherokee up rising  were b a se le ss ,
and "Cherokees were very generally  employed in  build ing  houses, c learing
20land, fencing land, and p lan tin g ,"
While the  messes p lan ted , John Ross p lo tte d  and se ized  con tro l o f 
the  na tion . On June 3, 1839, Hie Eastern and '.'testem Cherokees agreed to  
merge, and John Bro^vn, an Old S e ttle ^  c h ie f , welcomed the  immigrants and 
de ta iled  the  W esterners' plan fo r  a ss im ila tio n . Brovm s ta te d  th a t  a l l  
Cherokees were b ro thers and extended c it iz e n s h ip , eaual r ig h ts ,  and s e t t l e ­
ment a id  to  the  E aste rners. Cordialiiy- reigned momentarily, fo r  Bravn and 
the  Old S e ttle rs  naively  supposed th a t  John Ross would benignly accept 
th e i r  term s. î ôr the moment, Rcss pub lic ly  assenxed, but the  Old S e t t le r
terms were u t te r ly  unacceptable to  himi. He knew h is  s tren g th  and lie knew
21th a t he could con tro l a convention o f the  peopj.e.
^®David Hume, Essays on C iv il Liberty/.
Cherokee to  John Forsyth , 3 A pril 1839, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 83:
George S t i l l  £ t .  to  John Ross, 19 A pril 1839, ib id . ;  John Ross to  M. 
Arbuckle, 23 A pril 1839, ib id . ; U. S. House o f R epresentatives, 27th Cong, 
3d S ess ., House Report 271 (Washington, 184-2), 151; Jclm Howard ?a\/ne 
Papers, ijassim. ; J .R .P .,  passim.
^^Capt. Geo. A. McCall to  Ben. H. Arbudcle, 3 May 1839, U. S. House 
of R epresentatives, 26th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., House Document 129 (Washington, 
1840), 42.
Papers, X.
21C. Washbum to  David Greene, 12 Aug. 1839, Cherokee Mission
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On June 10, 1839, the  Cherokees assernbled. a t  Tukattokah to  resolve, 
th e i r  p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s . John Ross ca lled  fo r  a united  people "on the  bor­
der o f the  g rea t p la in s  o f the  W est."22 iie proposed thist a nine-nan com- 
nd ttee  (only tliree  of tiem  Old S e t t le r s ) d ra f t  plans .for a. nav gcvernTient. 
Unity was e s s e n t ia l ,  and Ross hoped " th a t  th is  desireab le  and importan t  
ob jec t na,y be harmoniously accomplished to  the  s a t is fa c tio n  and permanent 
w elfare o f th e  Cherokee People."^3 But u n ity , fo r  Ross, was m ajority  ru le ,  
and he ru led  the  inajcri.ty.
The. Western ch iefs consequently re je c te d  Ross’s p lea . They sa id :
you s t a te  th a t  your wishes are to  u n ite  the  people. As to  th a t  
m atter, i t  i s  believed  by the  n a tio n a l council th a t  the  t.vo 
people have already been un ited . Our ch iefs have met t h e i r  bro­
th e r  em igrants, and ma.de them welcome in  th e  country; they are;, 
thereby, made partakers o f e l l  the  e x is tin g  laws in  th e  country;, 
enjo^: a l l  i t s  b e n e f its ;  .and a re , in  every re sp e c t, th e  same as 
o u rse lv es .24
They fu r th e r  re. j  acted the  Rcss suggestion th a t  Eastern laws be adopted in  
25the West. i f  th e  emigrants wanted changes, the  Old S e t t le rs  reasoned, 
they could e a s ily  ob ta in  them through co n tro llin g  the  le g is la t iv e  processes 
o f the  e x is te n t government. They d is lik e d  s t i l l  more John R oss's in s i s ­
tence "that th e  new governmient be formed by majority; vote in  the  assembly. 
Since tire newcomers had more people, a l l  issues would obviously be d e te r­
mined by them. Denied what seemed to  them even a. m inority voice in  the
John Ross Address, 10 June 1839, U. S. House of R epresen tatives,
26th Cong., 1 s t S e s s . , Document 129, 48.
33John Ross to  John Brown, John Looney, John Rogers, 13 June 1839,
J.R .P .
9UJohn Brcufjn, John Looney, John Rogers to  John Ross, 14 June 1839,
U. S. House o f R epresen tatives, 26th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., Document 129, 51.
ZSjbid.
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proceedings, Old S e t t le r s  p ro te s ted , and th e i r  le a d e rs , l ik e  gerrymandered 
p o li t ic ia n s , clung t ig h t ly  to  th e ir  diminishing au th o rity  while E astern 
Cnerokees determined no t to  see th e i r  government "ann ih ila ted" simply be­
cause they had been forced to  rsmove.^^ John Ross complained th a t
th e  reasonable p ro p o sitio n s , submitted to  the  considera tion  
o f the  R epresentatives o f our Western Brethren have no t been 
received by them in  a manner compatible w ith the wishes of 
the  whole people. They requ ire  the unconditional submission 
o f the  whole body o f  the  people who have la te ly  a rr iv e d , to  
laws and re g u la tio n s , in  th e  making o f which thev have had
9 7 -  ’no voice.
Disheartened by th e  s tiff-n ec k ed  stubbornness o f both s id e s , media­
to rs  w ith in  both p a r t ie s  proposed another' convention fo r  Ju ly  1 a t  the  
I l l in o is  Camp Ground. George Guess (Sequoya) and Jesse  Susreyhead, an im-
p 0
m igrant, headed th e  compromise fac tio n s . At f i r s t  Ross denounced t i e
council as an Old S e t t l e r  p lo t a n d  urged t i a t  n e ith e r  funds nor a tte n tio n
29be given the meeting. Ross pei-sisten tly  complained th a t  a m inority was 
scha'iing to  i n f l i c t  i t s  poisonous v ;i]l on the  majority'^®—blandly d is re ­
garding the r ig h ts  o f th e  s izeab le  irdnorit/. Mad Ross been more cooper­
a tiv e  , he could undoubtacil';.-- have been e l e c t e d  ’̂ ^rincipal G iie/' o f a  united 
tr ib e  in  the  fa].l e le c tio n s . But he would not s tep  aside  fo r  even five 
months.
Tansion and h o stility ,' consequently mounted, and trie Treaty; Party
ZGpastem Cherokee R esolutions, 19 June 1839, J.R .
2 John Ross and t i e  N ational Coirardttee to  Gov. M. Stokes, 21 
June 1839, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 83.
 ̂̂ Resolutions of E astern  and Western Cherokaes, 20 June. 1839, 
J .R .F .; U, S. House, o f R epresentatives, 26th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., Document 
129, 53.
^^John Ross to  Gov. M. Stokes, 21 June 1839, J.R.P.
^°Ib id .
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su ffered  from th is  hostility -’ because the  ren'oval tregedy , fo r  the Ross 
P arty , was a fe s te r in g  so re  which den-anded ir i t ig a tic n . The ancien t tr i l )a l  
penalty  fo r s e ll in g  communal land was invoked. At TaJcatckah, as the  con­
vention soure.d and d ied , su llen  fu ll-b locds discussed th e i r  p l i a i t  and 
roundly cursed the  Treat;/ P a r t /  fo r  the anti-Ross p o s itio n  taken by Old 
Se’c tle r s .  They blaaed a l l  th e i r  d i f f ic u l t ie s  on the. 1835 t r e a t /  and fo­
cused th e i r  rancor upon i t .  The Trea'cy Party had negotiated  the  odi.cus 
agreement, so i t  must pay fo r  i t .  The E asterners c a lle d  a  meeting to  
chart a v in d ic tiv e  course, as scon as the. convention disbanded.
Three hundirec pro-Ross Cherokees q u ie tly  ga'chered a t  Double .Head 
Springs, four m iles north  o f  Tahlequah, on June 20. They picked a com­
m ittee  and i t  planned th e  assassina tions and se lec te d  th e  k i l l e r s  by lo t .  
Young Allen Ross watched th e  proceedings and, l ik e  h is  e ld e rs , trembled 
with excitem ent. Though murder knows no riiinimum age, he was excluded from 
p a rtic ip a tio n  since h is  ta s k , as the P rin c ip a l C h ief 's  son, would be to  
stay  w ith h is  fa th e r  on the. appointed day and make su re  he knew nothing
31o f the  p lo t.  The consp irato rs .filed by an extended, number-.filled h a t,
but they foresaw n e ith e r  th e  magnitude of t h e i r  ta sk  no r the enormd.t;/ of
th e i r  ac tio n . They were angry, and they knew how to  sa tia .te  anger, .for
32"revenge a lso  was held  o f more account than se lf-p re se rv a tio n ."
They drew s l ip s  o f paper, and those w ith numbers followed by an 
"x" were the appointed a ssa ss in s . Others were assigned less  g r is ly  ta sk s .
^^Grant Foreman, "The Murder o f E lias  Boudinot," The Chronicles 
o f Oklahoma, XII (March 1934), 23.
^^Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, I I I ,  82.
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The p lo t was o u tlin e d , and th e  consp ira to rs swore to  absolute secre.c\/. 
Though General Arbuckle claimed to  have "p o sitiv e  inform ation" th a t  John 
Ross manipulated th e  p lo t,^ ^  Ross heated ly  denied any com plicity . His 
den ia l was corroborated h a lf  a century l a t e r  by h is  son, A llan , who should 
have known, but whatever h is  involvement the  p lo t issued from th e  b e l l i ­
gérant p o sitio n  taken by Ross toward the  m inority fac tio n s . There i s  no 
doubt th a t  members o f the  Ross Party planned end conducted the June 22, 
1839, a ssass in a tio n s .
The assassins strud< in  the  morning's e a rly  hours. They assanbled 
and took th e i r  positions before. dai\m, though some o f the  p lo tte rs  lo s t  
h e a r t and regained th e i r  senses a f t e r  th e  Double Head Springs emotion sub­
sided . Others searched in  vein fo r  victim s who escaped, fo r  some, had 
whispered h e s ita n tly  of th e  p lo t in  the  s t i l ln e s s  o f n ig h t and o thers had 
heard those whispers and warned the  p lo t 's  v ic tim s. But th ree  were un­
warned and unsuspecting.
John Ridge, "the d i ie f  advocate o f re.mcval,"^^ s le p t  peacefu lly  
with h is  young fa n ily , ' i t i  150 acres of land , a house and a s to re ,  he 
was prcsperous and content. Ps dawn drove the  darkness from h is  secluded 
cabin , th irty : man surrounded i t ;  fou r approached and, witliout knocking,
35
b u rs t in to  the  house and dragged him. from, h is  bed and out in to  tire yard. 
Encircled by h is  fo e s , Ridge knew the  men end th e i r  puioocse, fo r  he had 
lived  in  d ea th 's  gaunt shadow fo r  th ree  long years. As h is  w ife watched 
h e lp le s s ly , the  men stabbed Ridge to  death.
2% . Arbuckle. to  J .  R, P o in se tt, 11 Dec. 1839, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
Oh
Sarah 3. M. Ridge .Hemorial, 29 Dec. 1845, ib id . , R. 90.
q c
Sarah 3. 1-Ï. Ridge to Secretar.7 of War, 7 June 1842, ib id . , R. 86.
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E lias  Boudinot rose a t  daybreak. Hie l i t t l e  lieuse he was b u ild ­
ing fo r  h is  fajTiily in  the  Park K ill  se ttlem en t, n e t f a r  from th e  hems of 
John Ross, was progressing s a t is f a c to r i ly .  As u su a l, he l e f t  h5.s fa.Td.ly 
and went to  work on the  house. As he worked -tiirse men s lip p ed  fro.m th e  
woods while th e i r  mounted coiroamons remained hidden r i  th e  t re e s  and low­
land underbrush. Knowing them w e ll, Boudinot ;-~reeted them, and. they 
asked i f  he could get therr some medicine. Boudinot d ie e rfu lly  suggested
th a t  they go with him to  .get i t  a t  W orcester's. He took only a  .few steps
o.f th a t  q u arte r-m ile  t r i p ,  however, when the  thre.e v ic io u sly  'turned on him. 
They drove wide-bladed knives in to  h is  back, and as he f e l l  they bludgeoned 
h is  head w ith tomahawks. Their dutq  ̂ done, th e  assassins dashed back in to  
the  woods, mounted th e i r  h o rse s , and. f le d  lilce rabb.its flushed from the 
brush. Boudinot remained a l iv e , though unconscious, u n t i l  h is  w ife . Dr. 
Samuel W orcester, and a few others a rriv e d ; then he died.
Old Major Ridge v;as 'traveling  on June 22 to  v i s i t  h is  daughter and
h e r family in  Van Buren, Ar^:ansas. P a tria rch  of a f ie rc e ly - lo y a l c la n , he 
confiden tly  crossed the  border. Though he had severa l tim es p red ic ted , 
l ik e  so ld ie rs  d iscussing  death before a g rea t b a t t l e , "that he would d ie  
fo r  signing th e  1835 tre s 'b /, one does no t resign  l i f e  e a s i ly . His assas­
sin s  r e le n tle s s ly  t r a i le d  him, and a t  ten  o ’clock in  th e  morning., fo rty
rriiles from th e  scene o f h is  so n 's  dea-th, r i .f le  b u lle ts  b la s te d  him l i f e -
3 6le ss  from "the saddle.
In  one w ell-planned forenoon, th e  Ross Part\; e lim inated  the  -three 
leading Treaty Party  lead ers . M achiavellian stra tegy?  The ca re fu l
Arbuckle to  J .  R. Poinse-tt, 11 Dec. 1839, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84;
S. N. B. Ridge to  Secretary  o f War, 25 June 1842, ib id . , R. 86; Foreman, 
"The Murder o f E lia s  Boudinot," 21; S. A. W orcester to  David Greene, 26 
June 1839, Cherokee Mission Papers, X.
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ca lcu la tio n s and ru’iiiless executions in d ic a te  a s in i s t e r  p lo t ,  bu t there  
i s  no d ire c t evidence to  convict Jolm Ross o r h is  liir lin g s  o f p o l i t ic a l  
liq u id a tio n . That i l lu s iv e  emotive fa c to r ,  which h is to r ia n s  can never 
docufiient but rnust in tu i t iv e ly  f e e l ,  b e s t explei.ns the  Cherokee ru rd e rs .
Tnough o ther simmers o f the  1835 trea 'ty  were marked fo r  death , no 
o t ie r s  were k i l le d  on June 22. Stand 'J a tie , warned by a fr ien d  (possibly  
one of the a ssa ss in s ' daujThters) ,  escaped death and boldly rede to  the 
hone of h is  rurdei'ed b ro th er. Viewing boudino t's body, th e  sq u a t, un­
armed, 'th ir ty -t 'jo  year old vJatie o ffered  $10,000 fo r  inform ation leqarding 
h is  brc’-ther's k i l l e r s  and "then rode s i le n t ly  avjay. Arrrisd men abounded in  
"the a rea , but he went unchallenged, and a t  th a t  n'oirent he assumed the  
leadersh ip  o f th e  Treaty; Party—a burden he bcrs' f a i th fu lly  and which de-
07
termined th e  course o f h is  l i f e . '  Threats from roving bands o f armed
men forced John F. Viheeler and h is  ^ â fe , W atie 's s is 'te r ,  to  f le e  to
M i s s o u r i . M a n y  o f the  assass in s  were ]<ncim, a t  l e a s t  by r u m o r , b u t
th e  Cherokee a u th o r itie s  took no s tep s to  apprehend o r  punish them.
For one th in g , the. a u th o r itie s  did no t regard the  a ssass in a tio n s
as murder. The k i l l in g  was p o l i t ic a l ly  expedient and leg a lly  ju s t i f ia b le
by the  ancien t blood law of the  "tribe. Cherokees were, reminded th a t  in
un
1809 Major Ridge helped k i l l  Doublehead fo r  s e l l in g  t r ib a l  lan d s , bu t ' 
even i f  the  Ross Party had operated according to  th a t  law they would have
37G. D. to  E d ito r o f  the  E levato r, M iscellaneous Letrters, MSS 
D ivision , N ortheastern S ta te  College, ïah lequah , Oklahoma..
00
John F. and Nancy VJheeler Statem ent, C.N.P. ; Henry J .  kheeler 
Statem ent, 27 Jan, 1846, ib id .
39Arbuckle l i s t ,  27 Nov. 1839, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
^^Treaty Party /argument, 13 June 1846, ib id . , R. 90.
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prescribed  p en a ltie s  in  open council ra th e r  than in  se c re t conclave. S t i l l
more, i t  was presunç»tuous o f  th e  dominant party  to  assume th a t  i t s  laws
•+1were s t i l l  e ffe c tiv e  in  the  West. Only by abrogating th e  laws o f  the
Old S e t tle rs  did the  emigrants appeal to  th e i r  ot̂ m.
Some Cherokees a lleged ly  feared  th a t  th e  Ridges were scheming to  
42again s e l l  t r ib a l  lands, bu t the  a c t iv i ty  o f  the  Treaty Party d iscounts 
th a t  theory . Ihe Ridges had abjured p o l i t ic s  and concentrated on bu si­
ness. They attended the  general council in  June, but th re a ts  abounded 
and they l e f t  before i t  c l o s e d , O n  the  o lh e r hand, John Ross cannot be 
in d ic ted  fo r  h is  fo llow ers' crim es, and he supposedly commented, "Once I 
saved Ridge a t  Red Clay, and would have done so  again had I  known of th e  
p lo t."^^
Immediately a f t e r  the  k i l l in g s ,  th e  na tion  s p l i t  and sp lin te re d .
Angry Treaty Party men congregated around Stand Watie, and 500 heav ily
46armed emigrants gathered to  p ro tec t John Ross. Reporting th e  murders 
w ith decorous shock and so lic i tu d e , John Ross even claimed th a t  Mrs,
h 7
Boudinot warned him to  p ro tec t him self frcm Stand Watie —thougjh she 
l a t e r  denied any conmunication with th e  c h ie f , Ross was f r i^ r te n e d , fo r
^^ Ib id .
"^^Recollections o f Jack Hildebrand, 2 , Chattanooga Public L ibrary . 
"^^Testimony o f Rufus M. McWilliams, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 90. 
^"^Recollections o f  Jack Hildebrand, 2.
"̂ ^H. F. and E. S. O 'B iem e, The Indian T errito ry  (S t. Louis 
1892), 75.
^^M. Stokes to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 24 June 1839, R .C .I.A ., 1839, 355. 
"^^John Ross to  M. Arbuckle, 22 June 1839, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
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he asked General Matthew Arbuckle a t  F ort Gibson to  ”in te rp o se  and p re­
vent th e  e ffu s io n  o f innocent blood by exercising  your a u th o rity ” in  the  
n a tio n .
Arbuckle did l i t t l e  more than suggest th a t  Ross had engineered the  
assassina tL cns, and Ross s te a d fa s tly  professed h is  innocence. He a lso  de­
n ied  th e  a lle g a tio n  th a t  he sh e lte red  some o f the  murderers in  h is  house, 
but he refused  to  prove h is  innocence by appearing a t  F o rt Gibson fo r  an 
investigation.^*^ As ten sions rose  and -tenpers frayed , th e  na tion  edged 
nearer th e  abyss o f  c iv i l  war.
Anxious to  d e te r such a  ca tas trophe , Arbuckle vain ly  c a lle d  fo r
52a meeting between the  fac tio n s a t  F o rt Gibson. P o l i t ic a l  union was com­
mended on a l l  s id e s , but no one condescended to  compromise. John Ross 
abruptly  reversed  h is  p o s itio n  and favored th e  meeting c a lle d  f o r  Ju ly  1
ju s t  as iiie  Old S e t t l e r s , who had n o t been consulted by th e  leaders o f  the
53convention, determined to  boycott i t .  The bewildered Western Cherokees 
were anxious fo r  peace and dismayed a t  John Ross; thus they demanded a 
voice in  th e  government and proposed a convention o f  a l l  Cherokees a t  Fort 
Gibson under th e  army's superv ision .^^
48ibid.
^^John Ross to  M, Arbuckle, 24 June 1839, J .R .P .
^°Ib id .
^^C. Washburn to  David Greene, 4 Ju ly  1839, Cherokee Mission 
Papers, X.
Arbuckle to  J .  B. Grayson, 26 June 1839, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 83. 
John Brown e t .  a l .  to  John Ross e t .  a l . , 28 June 1839, J .R .P . 
^*^John Brown e t .  a l .  to  M. S tokes, R .C .I.A ., 1839, 365.
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Yet John Ross assured  th e  Old S e t t le r s  th a t  he would resp ec t t h e i r
r i ^ t s  a t  "tiie I l l i n o i s  Cairp Ground. They stood "on equal ground" w ith "tiie
em igrants, he a s se r te d , and th e  newcomers had "no wish to  tram ple on th e i r
laws, nor to  d isregard  t h e i r  r i ^ t s , " ^ ^  Despite th is  contention  Ross s t i l l
determined to  form th e  government by m ajority  vote and to  dem ocratically
exclude the  Old S e t t le r s  and Treaty P arty .
The second convention o f  183S began on July 1 a t  th e  I l l i n o i s  Camp
Ground. Sequoya and h is  handful o f  Old S e ttle rs  d rafted  a statem ent o f
purpose fo r  th e  meeting :
Our wish i s ,  in  th e  f i r s t  p lace , to  adopt measures e ffe c tu ­
a lly  to  prevent th e  fu r th e r  e ffu sion  o f Cherokee blood; and, in  
the  second p lac e , to  e f f e c t  a  union, on ju s t  and reasonable con­
d itio n s , between th e  o ld  s e t t l e r s  and the  la te  emigrants ; and in  
the  th ir d  p lac e , to  lay  th e  foundation fo r  a code o f law by 
which every man s h a l l  be fu l ly  p ro tected  in  the  peaceable enjoy­
ment of a l l  h is  r i ^ t s  and p r i v i l e g e s . 5 6
As a hun ter s e ts  h is  sn a re s , John Ross maneuvered to  lu re  th e  Old S e t t le r s
to  the  convention, and he in v ite d  th e  th ree  Western ch ie fs  to  d iscuss th e
57destiny o f  t h e i r  "common country ." The Old S e t t le r  leaders re je c te d  "the
in v ita tio n  and c a lle d  t h e i r  oim convention fo r  July 22 a t  th e  juncture  o f
5feth e  Arkansas and I l l i n o i s  r iv e r s .
Uncomplicated by th e  presence, o f Old S e t t le r s ,  th e  I l l i n o i s  Camp 
Ground convention proceeded w ith unanim ity. Though perhaps only twelve 
Western Cherokees a ttended , Ross recognized them as rep resen ting  th e  Old
^^John Ross e t .  a l .  to  M. Stokes end M. Arbuckle, ib id . , 367.
George Guess, Old S e t t l e r  Statem ent, 2 Ju ly  1839, U. S. House 
o f R epresen tatives, 26th Cong,, 1 s t  S e s s ., Document 129, 66.
^^Jchn Ross to  John Brown e t .  a l . , 5 July  1839, R .C .I.A ., 1839,
370. “
r p
John Brown e t ,  to  John Ross, 6 July 1839, J.R.P.
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S e t t le r s .  (How c lo se ly  h is  actions resembled those o f the  United S ta tes 
in  i t s  1835 dealings w ith th e  Treaty Party  probably never occured to  him! ) 
Inclined  to  c o n c ilia te  th e  Old S e ttle rs  i f  p o ss ib le , Ross a lso  determined 
to  a n n ih ila te , a t  l e a s t  p o l i t i c a l ly ,  the  Treaty Party .
On Ju ly  7, th e  convention moved to  pardon " a l l  persons who are  
l ia b le ,  . . .  to  th e  pains and p en a ltie s  and fo r fe i tu re s  o f outlawry.
To get t i i is  pardon th e  outlaws had to  appear before the  assembled coun­
c i l  in  e i ^ t  days—though t r i s  time l im it  was l a t e r  extended. Even a f­
t e r  t r e  pardon, th e  outlaw s, though c i t iz e n s ,  would be in e lig ib le  fo r  o f­
f ic e  fo r  f iv e  y ears . Those who refused  th e  pardon were branded crim inals 
to  be prosecuted as such. And outlaws in  th e  Cherokee Nation could be 
shot on s ig h t—thus open season on th e  Treaty P arty  was declared.
This measure was compounded by an u n re s tr ic te d  pardon fo r  a l l  Cher-
filokees "chargeable w ith th e  a c t  o f murder o r  hom icide." Thus the  k i l l e r s  
o f th e  Ridges and Boudinot were absolved o f g u i l t  and exempt from prose­
cu tion . Only reasoning as tortuous as the  Marxian d ia le c tic  can in te r ­
p re t these  e x tra - le g a l ,  unprecedented moves as anything o th er than a j u s t i ­
f ic a tio n  o f the  June 22 murders by the  Ross P a rty . I f  the  sham pardon was 
ejqÆcted to  pacify  th e  Treaty Party le a d e rs , i t  d id  n o t; in s tea d , i t  in ­
te n s if ie d  t h e i r  anger. I t  was in te rp re te d  as a  benediction to  murder—a 
benediction extended to  the  subsequent murder o f  any Treaty Party  man who 
did n o t humble h im self and beg th e  forgiveness o f  th e  dominant p a rty .
^^Order o f  th e  General Council, R .C .I.A ., 1839, 364; H. R. Docu­
ment 185, 108-110.
^*^Order o f  th e  General Council, R .C .I.A ., 1839, 364.
®^Ibid.
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The decrees spawned rumors, and hearsay o f mass liq u id a tio n  and 
c iv i l  war swept across th e  na tion . Ross reassured  h is  people th a t  
bloodshed was no t inminent and labeled  tins rumored execution of Treaty 
Party men a "base and fa ls e  fa b ric a tio n ."  He fu r th e r  declared th a t  the 
I l l in o i s  Camp Ground convention represented th e  Cherokee people, end th a t  
convention voted on Ju ly  12 to  fuse a l l  Cherokees, l ik e  d iss im ila r  m etals 
in  a b o iling  cauldron, " in to  one Body P o l i t ic  under the  S ty le  and t i t l e
gh
of the  Cherokee N ation." Ps f a r  as Ross was concerned, union was e f ­
fected .
But conventiœ s do not n ecessa rily  u n ite  a people. Displeased
with th e  Easterners* presumption, the  Old S e ttle rs  forged plans fo r  th e i r
own convention, bu t they feared  th a t  Ross's newly-formed "po lice  com-
6 5panies" might d is ru p t th e  meeting. In  the  E as t, th e  po lice  companies
had enforced th e  n a tio n 's  laws and c o n s titu tio n , b u t in  th e  West they were
sometimes l i t t l e  more than the  p riv a te  bodyguard o f John Ross—chosen by
him and paid from the  n a tio n a l treasu ry . Yet th e  Old S e t t le rs  assembled
without in te rfe re n ce  and complained to  no a v a il.
The pro-Ross I l l i n o i s  Camp Ground convention fin ish ed  i t s  work
with th e  em igrant-favored a c t o f union. The convention soundly denounced
the  p e rv e rsity  o f  Western Cherokees :
Ih a t  the  ancien t in te g r i ty  o f the  easte rn  n a tio n  should be 
d isso lved , and h e r  ex istence ann ih ila ted  w ithout d iscussion ,
Arbuckle to  J .  Ross, 8 Ju ly  1839, ib id . , 371.
go
John Ross t o  M. Arbuckle, 9 Ju ly  1839, ib id . , 373,
fiUResolutions a t  th e  I l l in o is  Camp Grounds, 12 Ju ly  1839, L.R.O.
I .A ., R, 83,
Arbuckle to  John Ross, July 1839, J.R.P,
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w ithout cond itions, and w ithout ac tio n  o f  any k in d , i s  u t te r ly  
inconceivable; and th e  re je c tio n  by th e  rep re se n ta tiv e s  o f  our 
western b re th ren , o f  th e  reasonable p roposition  to  un ite  the 
two nations on th e  b a s is  o f  the  s t r i c t e s t  ru le s  o f  ju s t ic e  and 
e q u a lity , i s  an a c t  equally  unlooked-for and s u r p r i s i n g . 66
Though Ross contended th a t  Old S e t tle rs  had refused  a  chance to
cooperate in  forming th e  new government and a sse rte d  the  " in a lien ab le
r ig h ts"  o f the  Cherokee people in  c rea tin g  a new n a tio n . General Arbuckle
t i r e d  o f the  endless charges and counter-charges, conventions and counter-
conventions, He d is lik e d  Ross anyway, so he sided  w ith the  Old S e t tle rs
and b lu n tly  to ld  Ross to  q u i t  whining about " d i f f ic u l t ie s "  he and h is  a id s
had created  fo r  themselves by refusing  to  c o n c ilia te  th e  Old S e t t le r s .
Conceding th a t  Ross would soon con tro l the  n a tio n , Arbuckle could no t un-
• fi7derstand the  urgency w ith which th e  ch ie f soumit power.
Ross, q u ite  obviously, desired  to  con tro l th e  na tion  w ithout the 
conp lica tians o f  opposition . He re je c ted  Old S e t t le r  proposals fo r  d is ­
cussion and declared th a t  everything had been s e t t le d  in  th e  "na tiona l
C Q
convention" a t  the  I l l i n o i s  Canp Ground. But two months o f b ickering
and convantioneering had resolved no th ing , fo r  armed p a r t ie s  s t i l l  prowled
lik e  wolf-packs over the  countryside, and a sm all a n y  guarded John Ross 
69n i ^ t  and d ^ .  Crops, i f  sown, died untended as peaceful Cherokees 
to ssed  aside t h e i r  hoes and sythes and abandoned t h e i r  land to  f in d  sa fe ty .
^ ^ a t i a i a l  Council sta tem ent, 19 Ju ly  1839, U. S. House o f Repre­
se n ta tiv e s , 26th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., Document 129, 53.
Arbuckle to  John Ross e t .  a l . , 29 Ju ly  1839, R .C .I.A ., 1839, 
331.    '--------
^^Geo. Lowrey e t .  a l .  to  Brown e t .  a l . , 6 Aug. 1839, J .R .P .;  John 
Ross e t .  a l .  to  Brown ^ . , 6 Aug. iF^S.IT .C .I .A ., 1839, 381.
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In  the  summer o f  1839, p o l i t ic a l  r iv a lry  degenerated in to  deadly fac­
tionalism .
Yet sane Old S e t t le r s ,  w ith e a g le - lik e  v is io n , saw th a t  only John
Ross could u n ite  th e  Cherokees and sharp ly  c r i t ic iz e d  th e i r  Ofjn. obdurate
c h ie fs . At an August meeting, d iss id e n t Old S e t t le rs  a sse rte d  th a t  the
c h ie fs , " in  id e n tify in g  themselves w ith . . . th e  Ridge Party" by th e i r
h o s t i l i ty  to  John Ross, had "rendered thenselves odious to  the  Cherokee
70people" and thus no longer represented the  Western Cherokees.
Adding a th ird  dimension to  the  drama, the  Treaty Party  s t i r r e d  to
l i f e  and assembled a t  P r ic e 's  P ra ir ie  to  denounce th e  re ign  o f t e r r o r  they
claimed John Ross had imposed. They declared  th a t  "they acknowledge not
th e  po/jer o r  mobocracy o f John Ross o r  h is  c o n s titu te d  a u th o r i t ie s . They
71w ill  never submit to  h is  au tho rity  o r d ic ta t io n ."  As a m inority they
could n o t, " l ik e  Mr. Ross, in v est themselves with m ilita ry  guards o f th e i r
countrymen fo r  l i f e , and premise them pay fro n  money due th e i r  whole coun- 
79trymen." Though adm itting th e i r  own weakness, th e  Treaty Party  m ili-
73ta n tly  prepared fo r  b a t t le .  To redress t h e i r  tnrongs le s s  m ili ta n tly ,
the  party  delegated Stand Watie and John B ell to  rep resen t i t  in  Washing- 
74
ton . I t  was th e  f i r s t  o f many delegations which would soon t r ic k le  
in to  ihe fed e ra l c a p i ta l .
^^Resolutions of the  Western Cherokees, 23 Aug. 1839, L .R .O .I.A .,
R. 83.
71
Treaty P arly  Statement, 29 Aug. 1839, R .C .I.A ., 1839, 408; U. S. 
House of R epresen tatives, Document 185, 114.
72lbid.
73Resolutions o f the Treaty Party, L.R.O.I.A., R. 83.
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While th e  d iss iden ts  grumbled, John Ross e stab lish ed  h is  con tro l 
in  the  n a tio n . He derided the  Old S e t t le r s  as o b s tru c tio n is ts  and pro­
te s te d  any m ilita ry  in te rven tion  on t h e i r  b eh a lf. In an empty gesture  
of c o n c ilia tio n , Ross extended the  deadline fo r  Treaty Party  lead ers  to  
obtain  amnesty and pardon fo r  th e i r  1835 crim e, suggesting th a t  th e  de­
c re e 's  "humane provisions" would soothe su llen  tempers and reco n cile  b e l­
lig e re n ts  .
But the  Treaty Pa.rb/ bo;ed to  no one—p a rtic u la r ly  no t to  John 
Ross. They sought help from General /iobuakle a t  Fort Gibson and asked i f  
he would allow the  "assassins" of the  dominant party  to  expel them from 
th e i r  homes, "contrary  to  a l l  law, ju s ‘d .ce, and h u m a n i t y ? " T o  c la r ify  
th e i r  p o s it io n , they "sen t Mr. Ross word th a t  we could no t sign  h is  par­
don, and th a t  a l l  we desired was peace. But i f  they again ccmaence k i l l ­
ing u s , we w i l l  c e r ta in ly  r e s i s t  them with a l l  ihe  pcwer and energy th a t
77we a ie  m asters o f ,  w ithout consulting consequences."
Ross and th e  m ajority  of th e  n a tio n  moved ahead ivith l i t t l e  con­
cern fo r  th e  m inority . In the  f i r s t  week o f  September, de legates assem­
bled a t  Tahlequah to  d ra f t  a c o n s titu tio n  and accepted th e  summer's a c t  
o f union a t  the  I l l i n o i s  Camp Ground. Pro-Ross Old S e ttle rs  deposed th e i r  
c h ie fs , acknowledged the  supremacy o f Ross, and helped le g is la te  asso rted  
laws. The convention adopted a c o n s titu tio n  q u ite  s im ila r  to  ih a t  adopted
^^John Ross to  Wta. Armstrong, 27 Aug. 1839, R .C .I.A ., 1839, 385;
W. S. Coodey to  John Brown, 27 Aug. 1839, J.R .P .
^^George W. Adair, J .  A. B ell to  M. Arbuckle, 30 Aug. 1839, 
R .C .I.A ., 1839, 411.
77lbid.
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by the  E astern  Cherokees in  1827. A fter e lec tin g  Lewis Ross n a tio n a l
tre a s u re r , th e  convention dispatched a  delegation led  by John Ross to  
79Washington.
Despite the  formal ac tio n  o f  th e  pro-Ross assembly, r e a l  n a tio n a l
un ity  was bu t a dream in  sane Cherokee h e a r ts . Hot-heads in  a l l  fac tio n s
80nourished th e i r  anger, and violence crackled lik e  a simmering fire ..
General Arbuckle commented:
There i s  s t i l l  much d iscon ten t in  th e  Cherokee N ation, which 
w ill  nc doubt lead to  frequen t quarre ls  and violence between in ­
d iv iduals S sm all p a r t ie s ;  and independent o f t h i s ,  seven o r  
e ig h t o f  the  signers o f th e  Treaty of 1835, a re  now regarded 
outlaw s, in  consequence o f t h e i r  not having attended the  conven­
t io n ,  and th e re  acknowledged t h e i r  e r ro r  in  having signed th a t  
t r e a ty .  I t  i s  probable these  ind iv iduals w il l  be k i l le d  in  a 
sh o rt tim e, i f  they do no t leave th e i r  na tion .
Disheartened by such p ro spec ts , many Treaty Party people f le d  to  Arkansas,
82bu t most o f them hoped fo r  United S ta tes in te rv en tio n . IWo o f th e  "out­
laws" proceeded to  Washington as leaders o f  th e  Treaty Party  de legation .
On th e i r  way. Stand Watie and John Bell stopped a t  the  Hermitage 
to  discuss th e  s i tu a t io n  w ith Andrew Jackson, who encouraged them to  re ­
s i s t  "the outrageous S ty ran n ica l conduct o f  John Ross 8 h is  s e l f  c rea ted
^ P ro v is io n s  o f  Union, 6 Sept. 1839, John Howard Payne Papers,
VI; William P. Thompson, "Courts o f  th e  Cherokee N ation," The Chronicles 
o f Oklahoma, I I  (March 1924), 65; John Ross to  N ational Council, 12 Sept. 
1839, J .R .P . ; Laws o f th e  Cherokee N ation, 1839-67, 22-43.
^Pohn Ross to  M. S tokes, 13 Oct. 1839, J .R .P .;  W. S. Coodey e t .  
a l .  Statem ent, 13 Oct. 1839, R .C .I.A ., 1839, 427.
^^Qnating Holt Statem ent, 17 Sept. 1839, C.N.P.
Arbuckle to  Maj. Gen. E. P. Gaines, 10 Sept. 1839, L .R .O .I.A .,
R. 83.
^^Sophia Sawyer to  D. Greene, 10 Oct. 1839, Cherokee. M ission 
Papers, X.
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council" by a l l  "peaceful S ju s t  means" p o ss ib le , bu t "when oppression
comes, and murder ensues," he counseled, " l e t  th e  arm o f freemen lay  the
83
ty ran ts  low S give ju s t ic e  £ freedan to  your people," Thus encouraged, 
fo r  Jackson a lso  premised to  support t h e i r  e f fo r ts  in  Washington, the  
Treaty Party  resolved to  r e s i s t  and expected th e  United S ta tes to  g ran t 
i t s  requests.
Washington adm in istra to rs prodded General Arbuckle, fo r  rep o rts
84o f "anarchy" in  the  n a tio n  abounded, bu t Arbuckle h e s ita te d . John Ross 
p o lite ly  to ld  the  general to  q u i t  m e d d l i n g , a n d  when Arbuckle composed 
a l i s t  o f suspects to  be apprehended fo r  the  Ridge-Boudinot murders Chero­
kee a u ih o ritie s  refused  to  a r r e s t  anyone. Ross proclaimed him self g u i l t ­
le s s  o f any c r i m e a n d  appeared d is in te re s te d  in  find ing  th e  k i l l e r s  o f 
h is  p o l i t i c a l  foes.
To fu r th e r  ccm plicate the  s i tu a t io n , an ti-R oss Old S e ttle rs  con­
vened in  November and annulled the  ac tions o f  th e  pro-Ross Old S e t t le r s .  
They e lec ted  th ree  ch ie fs  and denounced Ross fo r  try in g  to  "depose th e  
C hiefs, p u ttin g  down th e  N ational Council, and in  endeavoring to  annul th e  
o rig in a l Laivs o f the  C o u n t r y . T h e y  then  demanded th a t  th e  emigrants
^^Andrew Jackson to  Committee o f  Treaty P a rty , 5 Oct. 1839, Claims 
fo r  Damages, MSS D ivision , N ortheastern S ta te  C ollege, Tahlequah, Oklahoma.
^^Preamble and Resolutions o f  th e  Treaty P a rty , 20 Aug. 1839, 
L .R .O .I.A ., R. 83.
^^John Ross to  M. Arbuckle, 4 Nov. 1839, ib id . , R. 84.
86lbid .
B^oid S e t t le r  R esolution, 5 Nov. 1839, U. S. House o f Representa­
t iv e s ,  26th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., House Document 188 (Washington, 1840), 18; 
L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
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ind iv idua lly  jo in  th e  es tab lish ed  Western Cherokee Nation and d iv ide th e
88money obtained from th e  1835 tr e a ty .
The fed e ra l government remained perplexed by th e  Cherokee s i tu a ­
tio n . Secretary  o f War P o in se tt p e rio d ica lly  demanded th a t  Arbuckle be- 
89s t i r  h im self, bu t ü ie  general fa i le d  to  respond. Indian agents were
in s tru c te d  to  stop  payment o f monies due th e  Cherokees u n t i l  they re -
90solved th e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  bu t even th is  d ra s t ic  s te p  f a i le d  to  force 
the  fac tio n s  to  e f f e c t  a  re c o n c ilia tio n .
Montfort S tokes, an e igh ty -year o ld  Revolutionary War ve te ran , who 
was one o f the  b e t te r  Indian agen ts, was exasperated by th e  e n t i r e  s i tu ­
a tio n . Having survived no t only th e  Revolution but a lso  th e  m aelstron o f 
South Carolina p o l i t i c s ,  Stokes impressed th e  Cherokees w ith h is  honesty 
and courage. He f in a l ly  decided th a t  since  the  Old S e t t le r  government had 
been o r ig in a lly  recognized by th e  United S ta tes  he would continue to  re ­
cognize i t  as the  leg itim a te  Cherokee g o v e r n m e n t . T h u s  encouraged, the  
Old S e t t le r s  passed laws and reso lu tio n s and in v ite d  th e  Emigrants to  jo in  
the  government under Old S e t t le r  p rov isions. They demanded th a t  land and
annu ities be held  in  common by a l l  Cherokees and th a t  a l l  people in  the
92n a tio i  have equal r ig h ts ,  but th e  Old S e t t le r  dream o f  ousting  John Ross 
quickly evaporated,
^%dhn Rogers e t .  a l .  to  M. Arbuckle, 7 Nov. 1839, U. S. House of 
R epresentatives, 26th Cong., 1 s t  S e s s ., Document 188, 19.
p q
J .  R. P o in se tt to  M. Arbuckle, 9 Nov. 1839, R .C .I .A ., 1839, 425. 
^^E. Hicks to  Jo e l P o in se tt, 21 Aug. 1849, ib id . , 426.
^M on tfo rt Stokes to  th e  Cherokee People, 11 Nov. 1839, L .R .O .I.A .,
R. 84.
92John Rogers e t . a l . to  the Cherokee People, 16 Nov. 1839, ib id .
I l l
Ross pressed h is  claims on th e  Lhited S ta tes in  Washington. Had
Q q
he no t l e f t  1he n a tio n , General Arbuckle might have a rre sted  him —though 
the. general had no o ther grounds fo r  a r r e s t  than a l e t t e r  from .Ross which 
he found personally  o ffensive . With botli th e  Treaty Parig/ and th e  Ross 
Party  rejpresented in  'Washington, Old S e t tle rs  proposed to  send a delega­
tio n  o f th e i r  own " to  re s to re  peace and harmony to  our People.
In Washington, John Ross incurred  anim osity. T. H artley Crawford, 
Commissioner of Indian A ffa irs , decided th a t  "the  arm o f the  strong has 
p ro stra ted  th e  weak," and firm ly reso lved  to  use. Federal p w e r to  bring 
peace to  the  C h e r o k e e s . J o h n  R oss's independent a tt i tu d e  and h is  in ­
s is te n ce  th a t  the  Indian Nation was autonomous p a r tic u la r ly  vexed federal 
o f f ic ia l s ,  bu t th e i r  only suggestion was fo r  th e  m ilita ry  to  govern the 
Cherokees. M ilita ry  a c tio n , however, only angered the  Ross people, fo r  
t h e i r  re la tio n sh ip  w ith the  m ili ta ry  had been le s s  than id e a l.  Ross la ­
bored to  remove the so ld ie rs  from Fort Gibson, and one of h is  follow ers 
p ro tes ted  " th a t General Arbuckle has personally  in te rfe re d  in  our lo ca l 
p o l i t ic s  to  an ex ten t th a t  th rea ten s  bloodshed among some o f  our people. 
John Ross demanded a purely Cherokee government thoui^  he sometimes to le ­
ra te d  (never welccxiied) fed e ra l superv ision .
The anti-R oss forces s t i l l  hoped th a t  fed e ra l control would solve
3%. Arbuckle to  Brig. Gen. R. Jones, 24 Nov. 1839, ib id .
^^John .Rogers e t .  to  M. Stokes, 22 [Nov.] 1839, ib id . , R. 83.
9^T. H. Crawford to  J ,  P o in se tt, R .C .I.A ., 1839, 335.
Shorey Coodey e t .  a l .  to  M. Stokes, 10 Dec. 1839, U. S. 
House o f R epresentatives, 2FBi ^ n g . ,  1 s t  S e s s ., House Document 222 
(Washington, 1840), 22.
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■üie Cherokee quandary. The Treaty Party  and th e  Old S e t t le rs  re ta in ed  
t h e i r  d is t in c tio n s , bu t by now they in  e f f e c t  merged in to  an anti-R oss 
p a rty . In  the  Cherokee N ation, spasms o f  fa c tio n a l fu ro r  erupted and en­
dured. Violence became rou tine  as armed bands and clandestine  s o r t ie s
d isrup ted  th e  na tio n . Stand W atie 's b ro th e r and fa th e r  f le d  to  Fort Gib-
97s e n 's  welcome w alls to  escape th rea tened  death. A former Old S e t t le r  
ch ie f f le d  south o f  the  Arkansas River t o  f in d  re fu g e , and another o ld
98ch ie f  journeyed in to  Mexico seeking haven " fo r  h im self and h is  f r ie n d s ."  
The n a tio n 's  d iv is io n  appeared permanent.
Hoping to  h e a l th a t  d iv is io n , th e  Ross council met in  e a rly  De­
cember of 1839 and proposed a  January 15, 1840, convention to  u n ite  the  
99t r ib e .  Anti-Ross leaders p ro tes ted  th e  meeting and demanded th a t  John 
Ross and h is  c o tie re  be excluded, l ik e  lep e rs  in  quaran tine , from any 
Cherokee government, bu t Agent Stokes commended th e  proposed meeting 
as a prospect fo r  p e a c e . A r b u c k l e  commented th a t  Ross would have to  
make extensive concessions to  th e  m inority  fac tio n s  i f  any convention ever 
succeeded, and since  he p e rs is te n tly  re je c te d  compromise Arbuckle sug­
gested th a t  the  arny d isso lve  th e  government o f  Jdhn Ross and impose a
Arbuckle to  Joseph Vann, 6 Dec. 1839, U. S. House o f Repre­
s e n ta tiv e s , 26th Cong., 1 s t  S e ss ., Document 188, 29; M. Arbuckle to  J .
R. P o in se tt, 11 Dec. 1839, ib id . , 26-27.
qp
M. Arbuckle to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 11 Dec. 1839, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
Stokes e t .  a l .  s ta te n e n t, 20 Dec. 1839, H. R. Document 188, 
35; M. Arbuckle to  J .  R. P o in se tt,  26 Dec. 1839, ib id . , 32.
^°°Ib id . , 33.
l^^M. Stokes e t .  a l .  to  th e  Cherokee People, 20 Dec. 1839, L.R. 
O .I.A ., R. 84; M. S tolces"^ John Rogers e t .  a l . , 27 Dec. 1839, Kendall 
Papers, Library o f  Congress.
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102a new one on th e  n a tio n . A rbuckle's proposed cure i l lu s t r a 'te d  h is  p e r-  
p le x iiy , fo r  he knew not how to  deal w ith John Ross.
Ross continued to  encounter mounting fed e ra l b a r r ie r s .  He s t i l l  
m aintained t i a t  th e  1835 t r e a ty  was in v a lid , y e t  he sim ultaneously t r i e d  
to  g e t funds under i t s  p ro v isio n s. Dismayed by the  Ross p a llia tL o n  o f  th e  
1839 murders and by h is  seemingly au to c ra tic  maneuvers, Jo e l P o in se tt fo r  
a time refused  to  recognize Ross as ch ie f o f th e  n a tio n . But fe d e ra l op­
p o sitio n  could not alone depose a  c h ie f , fo r  Rcss re ta in e d  th e  support 
o f the  m ajority  o f  h is  people and the  United S ta tes  u ltim a te ly  had to  deal 
w ith him.
Looking a t  th e  Cherckee Nation in  1839, one sees th e  e a rly  r e s u l ts  
o f th e  in te rn a l  schism o f  th e  t r ib e :  v io lence , murder, d i s t r u s t  and d is ­
sension . Causes, un like  r e s u l t s ,  are le ss  obvious, b u t one must assess 
them. F i r s t ,  the  Cherokee Nation was un ited  u n t i l  e x te rn a l pressure  from 
th e  United S ta te s  forced  fac tio n s  to  develop, and w ithout th is  stim ulus 
th e  Treaty P arty  would no t have developed. D issent might have a rise n  e ls e ­
where and fo r  a  d if fe re n t  reason , bu t United S ta te s  p o lic ie s  determined 
many Cherokee developments a f t e r  1830. Secondly, th e  T reaty  Party  formed 
and took upon i t s e l f  th e  r i # i t  to  speak fo r  th e  n a tio n . Motivated by a 
conbinaticn o f  avarice  and p a tr io tism . Treaty Party  leaders b a rte red  t h e i r  
n a tic n 's  b i r th r ig h t .  Ambitious and a r t ic u la te  m in o ritie s  a re  a  v i t a l  in ­
gred ien t o f  fac tiona lism . T hird , th e  Ross people reac ted  w ith emotion 
ra th e r  than in s ig h t ,  fo r  fac tiona lism  i s  b a s ic a lly  i r r a t io n a l ,  and th e  
long 1839 summer o f  v io lence re su lte d  from passion ra th e r  than  po licy .
^^^M. Arbuckle to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 31 Dec. 1839, L .R .O .I.A ., R.
84; U. S. House o f R epresen tatives, 28th Cong., 1 s t  S e s s . , Document 188,
38.
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Fourth, th e  schism was perpetuated  by avarice  and am bition. John Rcss and 
h is  follow ers refused  to  compromise o r  y ie ld , fo r  Ross enjoyed both the  
p res tig e  of h is  p o sitio n  and th e  remuneration i t  a ffo rded , bu t the  antL- 
Ross fa c tio n s , in  c e rta in  in s ta n c e s , were equally  cu lpable. Yet i t  was 
the  fin an c ia l enigna surrounding Jdhn Ross which perpetuated Cherokee 
fac tionalism  in  the  1840’s .
CHAPTER VIII 
IHE FINANCIAL ENIGMA
Let none presume 
To wear an undeserved dignity»
0! t h a t  e s ta te s ,  degrees, and o ff ic e s
Were no t d e riv 'd  co rru p tly , and th a t  c le a r  honour
Were purchased by the  m erit o f the  wearer!
—Shakespeare
From 1839 th e  issu e  of finances d isrup ted  the  Cherokee Nation u n t i l  
a t re a ty  in  1846 paid nen enough to  fo rg e t i t .  Ihe Treaty P arty  and the  
Old S e ttle rs  accused John Ross o f co rrup tion , bu t he denied i t  and h is  foes 
were unable to  m arshall ind ispu tab le  evidence th a t  he was anything more 
than improvident.
Cherokees reminded Ross and h is  friends th a t  they had taken sec­
tions in  the  E ast a f t e r  the  1819 t r e a ty ,  b r ie f ly  s e t t le d ,  and then  so ld  
them. The fa c t  th a t  they  supposedly became IMited S ta tes c it iz e n s  (thus 
fo r fe it in g  Cherokee c itizen sh ip ) had apparently troub led  them no more than 
does th e f t  a  kleptomaniac. In the  eyes o f some o f Ross's enemies, he 
"sold  h is  share o f h is  country, put the  money in  h is  pocket, went back fo r  
another sh a re , liv ed  upon the n a tio n a l annu ities  many y ea rs , became the  
m ortal enemy o f  'la n d  s e t t l e r s , '  and ju s t i f ie d  the murder o f r iv a l  ch ie fs  
fo r  s e l l in g  a country ."^  Ross received $5,000 fo r  h is  land , and he and
^S. C. Stanibough and Amos Kendall to  William Marcy, 30 Dec. 1845,
H. R. Document 185, 59.
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h is  fr ie n d s , " in  v io la tio n  o f t h e i r  solemn engagements on the  f i r s t  oppor-
tu n ity "  moved back in to  the  Cherckee country. Here they occupied the
most f e r t i l e  land and took
the  b est f e r r ie s  and stands fo r  p u b lic  business; and by means 
o f th e i r  w ealth and education, in  a  sh o rt time assumed the  
paver and a u th o rity  over th e  people , and got in to  t h e i r  hands 
a l l  the  funds 6 annu ities  o f  th e  n a tio n , which has amounted 
m th in  the  l a s t  eighteen years to  near $200,000, which has a l l  
been expended in  paying thenselves fo r  s a la r ie s  end se rv ice s ; 
and o f wliich the  people the  poor P.edmen have received not a 
cent of b e n e f it. Mot content w ith t h i s ,  these  men, in  1828 
organized under th e  Cherokee C o n stitu tio n , an independent, fo r­
eign government w ith in  the  Chartered lim its  o f  the  S ta tes  o f 
Georgia, N. C arolina, Tennessee and Alabama. . . .3
Thou^ th is  maneuver ta rn ish ed  th e  in te g r i ty  o f John Ross in  the  
minds o f  seme Cherokees, t h e i r  main complaint centered upon the  1838 re ­
moval finances. Cherokees, l ik e  Sequoya,^ had been moving westward since  
th e  s t a r t  o f th e  century , and as G eorgia 's pressure  increased  o thers 
moved. The Treaty Party removed w ithout d if f ic u lty  in  1837, b u t i t s  
leaders received  su b s ta n tia l grants from the  United S ta tes  fo r  help ing  
obtain  the  1835 t r e a ty :  E lias  Boudinot, $1,550; John A. B e ll, $1,200; 
Major Ridge, $1,280; John Ridge, $2,054; and Stand W atie, $1,419.^ E i ^ t  
o f  th e  Ross delegates s p l i t  $13,000 o f  th e  same b a iu s , and a number o f 
o thers received le s s e r  amounts.^ The money given the  Treaty P arty  leaders 
aroused suspicions o f t h e i r  oountrymen (as w ell as l a t e r  h i s to r ia n s ) , fo r  
they p ro f i t te d  n ice ly  fron  the  t r e a ty .
^Jdin F. Schermerhom to  Lewis Cass, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 80; Clauder, 
Diary o f Moravian M issions, 18 Jan. 1835, 12.
3
Schermerhom to  Cass, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 80.
S. Coodey to  C. A. H a rr is , 16 June 1838, ib id .
W. Batman Account, 26 Jan. 1836, ib id .
^Ibid.
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In  ad d itio n  to  t h i s ,  th e  Treaty Party people claimed compensation 
fo r  removal e^genses and personal lo sse s . E lia s  Boudinot demanded $1,000, 
Major Ridge $854, John Ridge $885, David Watie $2369, Stand Watie $1,427,
7
and Andrew Adair $2,962, In  th e  West, T reaty Party  leaders prospered as 
sm all en trep reneours; Major Ridge and h is  son , John, e s tab lish ed  farms and 
a  s to re . The Ridge, worth $12,000 a t  h is  death ,^  had s u f f ic ie n t  c a p ita l
g
to  make numerous loans to  le s s  so lven t neighbors and perhaps fo r  th i s  
reason th e re  were few rumors th a t  Treaty Party  men were f in a n c ia lly  c o r­
ru p t—tr a i to r s  perhaps, but no t ambezzelors!
Ihe 1835 t r e a ty  was e a s ily  abused. The Cherokees were premised 
$5,000,000 fo r  t h e i r  E astern  lan d s , bu t $500,000 was re ta in ed  by th e  fed­
e r a l  government as payment fo r  th e  N eutral Lands, Ihe Ih ite d  S ta te s  pro­
mised sp e c ia l app ropria tions fo r  removal ejqjenses and fo r  th e  f i r s t  y e a r 's  
subsistence  in  th e  West, The Cherokees had to  remove w ith in  two y e a rs , 
however, i f  th e  prov isions were to  be f u l f i l l e d ,  Congress made ample 
appropria tions fo r  removal expenses, but Cherokees refused  to  cooperate.
As soon as they  removed, some Congressmen became d istu rbed  by th e  rep o rts  
of f in a n c ia l co rrup tion  and demanded an in v es tig a tio n ,^ ^
Ihe c ru c ia l  is su e  was th e  management o f  th e  removal. At John 
R oss's req u e s t, Cherokees managed the  m igration and expenses e sca la ted ,
n
Em igratian Claims, L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 82,
®Ridge E sta te  Settlem ent, 1849, C.N.P,
^L ist o f  Mcney Owed Ridge E s ta te , C.N.P,
^^Kappler, Indian  A ffa ir s , I I ,  325-333,
^^Resolution o f  the  United S ta te s  Senate, 10 Jan, 1839, L .R .O .I.A ,, 
R, 83; Resolution o f th e  Senate, 23 Jan , 1839, ib id .
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General W infield S cott sympathized w ith th e  Cherokees and benevolently
granted t h e i r  f in a n c ia l req u e s ts , but even he began to  question  the  large
sums drawn by Ross. Discussing one requ isi t i c n  ’’c e r t if ie d "  by Ross fo r
almost $100,000 to  be paid  to  Lewis Ross, S co tt sa id  th a t  he doubted no
one’s honesty b u t suggested t h a t  the  claim  did
n o t, in  the  whole, f a l l  s t r i c t l y  ivith in  th e  arrangement (S the 
subordinate estim ate) agreed upon between the  U, S ta te s  8 the  
sp e c ia l delegation o f th e  Cherokees (o f whan you are  one) which 
placed th e  removal o f  the  g rea t bocfy o f your people remaining 
e a s t ,  in  Ju ly  l a s t ,  in  the  hands o f those delegates.
Ih o u ^  S co tt admitted th a t  th e  expenses m i^ t  have been u n d eresti­
mated, he demanded an eîÇ)lanatian. For i t
was n o t contenrolated by th e  arrangement, o r  the e s tim ate , th a t  
the  su b s is tin g  o f the  Cherokees, in  th e  depots, should be taken 
out o f the  hands o f  the  U. S ta te s  agents before the  detachments 
successively  march to  th e  w est. I  gave repeated admonitions to  
th is  e f f e c t ,  to  those Agents 8 the  de legation , i t  i s  n o t seen 
how such la rg e  issues o f ra tio n s  to  persons in  th e  depo ts, or 
encamped around them, could have been made by Ifr. Lewis Ross, 
under h is  co n trac t w ith the  delegation . On handing me th e  pa­
per you o ffe red  th is  o ra l  exp lanation , v iz . The Cherokees p re- 
fered  the  b e t te r  ra tio n  o f  t h e i r  co n trac to r—b e tte r  by th e  d if ­
ference of sugar and co ffee , to g e th er w ith a more extensive sub­
s t i tu t io n  o f  meal fo r  unground com , 8 th a t  to  keep 'the people 
in  good humour, such ra tio n s  were issued  "to them as f a s t  as "the 
detachments were organized fo r  th e  road w ithout w aiting  fo r  the  
ac tu a l march which was delayed more than th i r t y  days by the  
drought.
Despite th e  d rou^rt, S co tt sa id  ’’th e  issu es were, nevertheless ir re g u la r .
14
Ihey cannot be brought under any agreement to  which I  have been a p a r ty .’’
In  a d d itio n , S co tt feared  th a t  ’’double is su e s’’ were being charged to  the
^^W infield S co tt to  John Ross, 14 Nov. 1838, H argett C ollection .
l^ Ib id .
l^ Ib id .
119
n a tio n 's  account and th a t  the  b i l l s  presented fo r  forage a t  the  depots ap­
peared "too high,"^^
There was q u its  obviously money to  make from the removal. In  1836 
th e  United S ta tes  appropriated $600,000 fo r  th is  purpose, and subsequent 
appropriations s e t  aside over $1,700,000 fo r  Cherokee expenses.^® Early
in  1839, a f te r  the  exodus, over $1,200,000 of th is  appropria tion  remained 
17in  th e  trea su ry . I t  was estim ated th a t  a  person could remove him self 
fo r  $20 and l iv e  one year on $33, so th is  amount was paid those removing 
themselves and was a fin an c ia l gu ideline fo r  th e  R oss-directed mass re ­
moval. Expenses were h igher tlian expected, and by November o f 1839 sane
18$2,329,524 had been allowed fo r  Cherokee claim s. This was $500,000 more 
than the United S ta tes  had appropria ted , b u t even i f  th is  d e f i c i t  were 
•taken from th e  t r e a ty  fund the  Cherokees should s t i l l  have had approxi­
mately $4,000,000 remaining.
Determining Cherokee claims was try in g  because the  value o f p e r­
sonal property and inprovements on canmon land was d i f f i c u l t  to  a sc e r ta in  
and ad jud ica te . As claims poured in ,  th e  United S ta tes  d iscarded i t s  pro­
mise to  pay expenses and drew from th e  supposedly-invio late  o r ig in a l 
$5,000,000 se ttlem en t. John Ross obtained $581,346 fo r  one claim , and th e
ISlb id .
IGp. H. Crawford to  J .  R. P o in s e tt,  29 Nov. 1839, L .R .O .I.A .,
R. 84.
^^Levi Woodbury to  Jo e l P o in se tt,  9 Feb. 1839, ib id . , R. 83;
F e lix  Gruncfy to  Secretary o f War, 14 Feb. 1839, ib id .
H. Crawford to  J . R. Poinsett, 29 Nov. 1839, L.R.O.I.A.,
R. 84.
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supply firm  o f Glasgow and Harrison received $674,527; thus $1,250,000
19vanished from th e  n a tio n a l fund.
20Though "misunderstanding and e rro r"  created  some p e rp le x ity , i t
seems improbable th a t  one could innocently misplace thousands o f d o lla rs !
A fter John Ross w rested another large claim  from th e  T yler adm in istra tion
(the same claim  had been re je c te d  by Van B uren 's), one o f f i c i a l  estim ated
21th a t  the  removal o f  13,149 Cherokees had cost $103 p a r person —fiv e  
times the  estim ated co st. VJhen a l l  th e  expenses and appropria tions had
22been made, th e  United S ta te s , in  1849, owed th e  Cherokees only $683,974. 
Anti-Ross rren c la ined  th a t  t i e  natiari should have $4,500,000 remaining and 
th e i r  contentions d istu rbed  'die. nation  tl-ircu^;hout the  1840's .
Before any judg-aents are  made, one needs a p ic tu re  of removal ex­
penses. An item ized account shovjs th a t  $2,982,921 was paid  out by d is ­
bursing agents in  th e  E ast; $1,681,474 by d isbursing  agents in  th e  West ;
23
and $1,452,545 in  Washington—a to ta l  o f $6,116,941. Almost a l l  o f  the
0)1
appropriated $6,500,000 was disbursed by authorized  agenis o f  th e  United 
S ta te s , so i r r e g u la r i t i e s ,  i f  any, must then be discovered in  th e  claims 
presented to  fe d e ra l agents by Cherokees. A ll to ld ,  174 people were h ired
19g. C. Washington and John T. Mas ton  to  VJîm. S. Marcy, 27 May 
1845, ib id . , R. 89.
M edill to  W. L. Marcy, 10 May 1848, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 92.
Zljb id .
^^Report o f 2d Comptroller and 2d A uditor, 15 Jan. 1849, U. S. 
Senate, 30th Gong., 2d S e ss ., Senate Executive Document 12 (Washington, 
1849), 3.
23Treasury Department Statem ent, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 87.
24Treasury Department Statement, ib id . , R. 90.
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fo r  a  v a rie ty  of positions on "the removal and were paid  from fiv e  d o lla rs
per day fo r  conductors and physicians to  le s s e r  amounts fo r  le s s e r  po-
25sitL ons; and fo r  wagons, fo rage, and ra tio n s  su p p lie rs  (p rin c ip a lly  
Lewis Ross) were remunerated.
The th ir te e n  em igration companies moved a t  d if fe re n t speeds and 
■tiius had varying expenses, bu t most of them claimed about $100,000 fo r  ex­
penses, The most c o s tly  detachment, captained by P e te r H ilderbrand, 
prolonged i t s  journey from October 23, 1838 to  March 25, 1839 (154 days),
fo r  which Hilderbrand co llec ted  $770; h is  1500 people co st $182,407 to  r e -  
27move. The c o n flic tin g  figu res reported  by Ross and by the  iM te d  S ta te s  
agents added to  the  controversy, Ross claimed th a t  th e re  were 1,786 Cher­
okees in  Hildebrand’s detachment, but agent Stephenson recorded only 
281,311, Ross regu la rly  claimed more in  each company than th e  agent re -
^   ̂ 29 ported .
D istan t rumblings of fraud in  the  removal process aroused govern­
ments and p o lit ic ia n s , Wilson Lumpikin had always suspected Ross’ in te g -
30r i t y  and never h e s ita te d  to  suggest th a t  he was d ishonest. Others knew 
hew Ross had t r ie d  to  g e t money fo r  h is  delegation  expenses in  Washington
^^Statement o f Persons Employed, i b i d , , R. 83; Removal Expense 
Account, H argett C o llection ; Detachment Accounts, L ,R ,0 ,I ,A ,, R, 90,
26Detachment Expenses, L ,R ,0 ,I ,A ,, R, 90»
2?Ib id .
^^Emigration Companies, U, S, House o f R epresen tatives, Removal 
o f th e  ChgTOke^ W ^t of th e  M iss iss ip p i, 27th Cong,, 2d S e ss ,, House 
Document 1Û98 (Washington, 1842), 10, [H ereafter c ite d  as H, R, Docu­
ment 1098]
^^Ib id ,
30Lumpkin, Removal of the Cherokees from Georgia, I ,  187,
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and hew he had frequently  asked th a t  n a tio n a l funds be given to  him per- 
31sonally ,
W infield S co tt l o s t  confidence in  Ross. Agreeing w ith John A. 
B e ll, S co tt s a id  th a t  Lewis Ross's supply co n trac t was granted by a Ross 
c o te rie  which considered no o th er b id s ; indeed, B ell sa id  th a t  one com-
32
pany had unsuccessfully  o ffered  Lewis Ross $40,000 fo r  h is  c o n trac t,
John C. McCain, an accountant who examined the  Ross records a f t e r  the
emigrant companies a rriv e d  a t  Fort Gibson, estim ated th a t  "a c le a r  pro-
33f i t  o f more than $150,000 was rea liz ed  by Ross and h is  co -p a rtn ers ,"
This was done by giving the  Cherokees ra tio n s  which c o s t nine cents each 
and drarging th e  Ih ite d  S ta te s  (though u ltim ate ly  the  'Cherokee Nation) 
s ix teen  cents and by s im ila r ly  exaggerating o th er expenses.
As W infield S co tt surveyed the  removal p rocess, th e  whole p ic tu re , 
lik e  an o ld  man's childhood, came in to  focus. He concJ.uded " th a t  some of 
the issues charged fo r  were perm itted , and afterw ards c e r t i f ie d  to  by Jchn 
Ross, to  sw ell the p ro f i ts  o f  h is  b ro ther Lewis, i s  p o ss ib le . Indeed, the  
more I look back upcn th e  correspondence, and a l l  the  circumstances o f th e  
tim e, the  more th is  susp icion  gains upon me," S co tt adm itted th a t  tlie 
12,000 emigrants faced unusual c lim atic  and o rgan iza tional d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  
but he discounted th e i r  impact upon expenses. Concerning th e  c o n flic tin g  
head-counts, S co tt remarked:
^ ^ohn  Ross and Delegation to  Jo e l R, P o in se tt, 20 June 1838, 
L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 82,
1098, 8.
32T, H, Crawford to  Jo e l P o in se tt, 8 Aug. 1840, H, R, Document 
S^Ibid,
Scott statement, ib id , , 29,
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As to  the  discrepancies between th e  number o f Indians 
mustered by Captain Page e a s t ,  the  number charged fo r  by th e  
Rosses, and th e  number received west by Captain Stephenson,
I  knew not what to  say. , , . The R% ses, I  perceive , a l ­
ways charge fo r  th e  g re a te s t n u m b e r .  35
Concluding h is  a n a ly s is , S co tt s a id , somewhat sadly:
I  know not how to  account fo r  the  f a c t  th a t  so  many 
doubtful and extravagant charges should be made by th e  Rosses 
ag a in st th e  funds o f t h e i r  n a tio n , unless i t  be to  augnent 
th e  p ro f i ts  o f Lewis, and perhaps o f Jchn; o r  perhaps, again , 
to  increase  (by disgorging) the  per c a p ita  o f th e i r  p a rty , 
to  the p rejud ice  o f  th e  tre a ty  party  o f  th e  same n a tion .
And th is  was th e  p rec ise  charge of th e  Treaty Party  and Old S e t t l e r  fac­
tio n s . They complained th a t  Ross had consumed the  money owed th e  Chero­
kee people by m ilking the  removal fund so th a t  only he and h is  follow ers 
would p ro f i t  frcm the  1835 tre a ly .
Jchn Ross a llayed  no suspicions by h is  conduct. Though h is  pro­
perty  in  the  E ast was valued a t  from $40,000 to  $5 0 , 0 0 0 ,3? he claimed
q o
$164,250 in  damages—both to  h is  improvements and h is  public  image.
39This claim in fu r ia te d  anti-Ross spokesman, though a t  f i r s t  he go t only
40$23,323 fo r  h is  claim . Yet he kept pushing w ith th e  patience  o f an ex­
perienced lobby ist fo r  ad d itio n a l funds, and he received  an appropria tion  
more nearly  to  h is  l ik in g  from T y le r’s adm in istra tion .
35ibid.
36lb id . , 30.
^^Jchn Kennecfy, James L iddell to  C. A. H a rris , 30 Ju ly  1838, 
L .R .O .I.A ., R. 82.
38Claim o f J .  Ross, V ertica l F i le ,  Indian A rchives, Oklahoma S ta te  
H is to rica l Society.
39Wilson Lumpkin to  Secretary o f  War, 7 Ju ly  1840, J .R .P .
"^^Jdhn Ross to  T. H. Crawford, 10 Ju ly  1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84; 
Ross to  Crawford, 13 Ju ly  1840, ib id .
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Ihe stench o f  corruption  quickened th e  se n s it iv e  nerves o f a n t i -  
Ross Cherokees. John A. B ell had vainly  p ro te s ted  th e  ”absolu te  power” 
granted Ross during th e  removal, and he p red ic ted  th a t  th e  c h ie f  would 
c le a r  $200,000 from i t .  He contended "that a  leg itim ate  co n trac to r could 
remove the people fo r  $100,000, and he warned th a t  th e  "stupendous in d i­
vidual specu la tion” would tu rn  the  removal in to  a farce  which would ru in  
41the n a ticn .
In ihe  West, a f t e r  th e  removal, sentim ent ag a in st Ross burned ever 
deeper in to  h is  enemies’ h e a r ts . General Arbuckle candidly s ta te d  th a t  a 
" h i^ ly  respectab le  member o f th a t  [n a tio n a l] council (no t a  t r e a ty  man 
o r  old s e t t l e r ) ” planned " to  impeach himi [Ross] a t  th a t  council fo r  having
h 2
p rac tised  fraud on th e  Cherokee n a tio n ,” b u t Ross's supporters blocked 
the  th reatened  attem pt because "the in f lu e n tia l  men o f th e  nation  gener­
a l ly ,  would support Mr. Ross, from motives o f in te r e s t  having been con­
ductors of p a r t ie s ,  a^Tners of vzaggons Sc in  the  la te  e m i g r a t i o n . 'V i t h  
anger churning w ith in  him, /^rbudcle demanded:
how many m illions the  Government, has expended, and how much 
t i e  poorer c la ss  o f Cherokees w ill  lo se , and fo r  what pur­
pose; these  remarks a re  made, in  consequence o f  John Ross 
having declared (as I  am informed by high a u th o rity ) a sh o rt 
time before h is  la te  departure from th is  country , t h a t  a f t e r  
h is  accounts were s e t t l e d  there  would be no money l e f t .  4*+
Equally angry Old S e t tle rs  l ik e  William Rogers e n lis te d  in  the




Arbuckle to  B rig. Gen. R. Jones, 15 Feb. 1841, L .R .O .I.A .,
Ib id . 
^^Ibid.
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anti-Ross canpaign. Hie d iss id en ts  p a r t ic u la r ly  decried th e  weeks and 
months Ross consumed in  Washington pushing h is  personal claims and con­
sp irin g  to  d ivide n a tio n a l monies among h im self and h is  f r i e n d s . S p o k e s ­
men fo r  the  North Carolina Cherokees (1,200 escaped the  1838 army dragnet)
46voiced lik e  fea rs  and wanted Ross watched c a re fu lly . E astern  Cherokees
in  North Carolina feared  th a t  Ross might take  as much as $1,200,000 and
leave them p enn iless.
Cherokees* dreams o f a n a tio n a l bank f o r  th e  n a tio n a l funds gan-
48era ted  both in te r e s t  and r id ic u le ,  bu t R oss's main ob jec tive  remained 
to  wheedle cash from "the United S ta te s . He successfu lly  got $500,000 fo r  
the  nation—as ordered by the N ational Council—bu t h is  devious d isp o si­
tio n s  even a lie n a te d  seme of h is  "warmest fr ien d s  S supporters" who "voted 
fo r  a d is tr ib u t ia n  o f  the  fund obtained by Ross, charging th a t  c h ie f  w ith 
a d isp o s itian  to  appropriate  th e  Cherokee fund f o r  h is  own b e n e f it  8 th a t
LfQ
of h is  immediate re la t iv e s ."  Three members o f  th e  council who dared
oppose th i s  anti-R oss per c ap ita  d is tr ib u tio n  faced death th r e a ts ,  bu t
ju s t  then  Ross retu rned  and promised a new t r e a ty  ih ic h  would e lim inate  
50a l l  problems. Puffed up with the  hope o f an even more lu c ra tiv e  t r e a ty ,  
Cherokees re je c te d  th e  m inority fa c tio n s ' p roposals, and from 1841 u n t i l
^^William Rogers to  William C. DavTSon, 23 May 1841, ib id .
James Graham to  John B e ll, 6 Ju ly  1841, ib id .
ib id .
U7David Taylor to  P residen t o f th e  United S ta te s , 1 Sept. 1841,
"^%eo, W. Paschal to  W. S. Fulton, 23 Oct. 1841, ib id .
^^E. A. Hitchcock to  J .  C. Spencer, 28 Nov. 1841, ib id . , R, 86. 
SOlbid.
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1846 John Ross evaded th e  fin an c ia l question by simply promising a  tre a ly  
which would enrich  everyone.
Ross brought o f f  th i s  coup de m aitre in  December, 1841, a t  the
one moment when he m i^ t  have been ousted from h is  p o s itio n . He rode in ­
to  Tahlequah w ith q u ie t d ig n ity , solemnly ta lk ed  vri.th o ld  f r ie n d s , and
51
then went to  "h is  p lace in  a s o r t  of pu lp it"  and addressed h is  people.
He spoke in  E nglish , and an Indian in te rp re te d  h is  message fo r  the  people.
An American in v e s tig a to r . Major Ethan Allen H itchcock, described the
c h ie f 's  p resen ta tion :
He (Ross) has received  the  money, seemingly o r a ffe c te d ly  as 
from th e  trea su ry  o f th e  U. S . , and he designed now to  press 
the  claims o f the  Cherokees fo r  losses in  being forced to  
emigrate ag a in st th e i r  w i l l .  I f  he succeeds in  th is  he w ill  
s a t is fy  th e  people, who w il l  be paid  th e i r  lo s se s ;  b u t a 
fa i lu re  or a g rea t ctelay in  t h i s ,  may r e s u l t  f a ta l ly  fo r  him., 
fo r  i t  i s  c e r ta in  th a t  many o f the  Cherokee consider th a t
Ross has been using up th e  per cap ita  fund, o r  th e  fund, a
c e r ta in  portion  o f which i s  to  be paid p e r c a p i ta , to  the  in ­
ju ry  o f the  people. They suppose th a t  over 1,800,000 d o lla rs  
o f th a t  fund remains fo r  d is tr ib u tio n  and they  have no idea 
th a t  th e  claim  fo r  expenses o f emigration has been paid  out 
o f  th a t  fund. Ncv; the  f a c t  i s ,  th a t  only about $900,000 of 
th a t  fund remained before th e  la te  payment, so th a t  in  t ru th  
th ere  remains bu t a  l i t t l e  over $300,000 fo r  d is tr ib u tio n  and 
th a t  fund w ill  be s t i l l  f a r th e r  reduced, f o r  th e re  are  o ther 
payments y e t to  be m a d e , ^ 2
Ross s k i l l f u l ly  maneuvered to  avoid any d ire c t  co n fro n ta tio n , bu t an awak­
ened N ational Council c a lle d  fo r  "Ross to  account fo r  a l l  th e  monies he
53had received from General S c o tt,"  and he ev iden tly  could no t. At le a s t  
one Cherokee expected troub le  when Ross flaun ted  th e  c o u n c il 's  demands, 
b u t, even though the  council had ordered an immediate payment o f  a l l
^^Hitchcock, T raveler in  Indian T e rr ito ry , 2 Dec, 1841, 38.
S^ib id . , 40.
53lbid ., 43.
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daim s o f le s s  than  $100, ordinary Cherokees had about as much hope o f 
g e ttin g  t h e i r  p e r cap ita  money as a  c it iz e n  has o f determining fo reign  
policy while Ross stayed in  charge and no new t r e a ty  brought funds to  
th e  na tion .
By 1842 th e  per c ap ita  payment is su e  was the  "g rea t and absorbing 
question" upon which re s ted  the  "peace and sa fe ty  o f  the  n a t i o n . T h e  
V/atie fac tio n  gained favor p rec ise ly  because i t  demanded th a t  a l l  Chero­
kees be paid what th e  1835 t re a ty  guaranteed them. Old S e ttle rs  clasped 
hands with Watie and demanded th a t  Ross "account fo r  a l l  th e  money" which 
had m ysteriously slipped  through h is  f i n g e r s . J o h n  R ollin  Ridge, son 
of the murdered Jchn Ridge, re jo iced  when he heard the  rumor th a t  Ross 
had taken $500,000 fran  the  Ih ite d  S ta te s , "because h is  ch arac te r w il l  p e r­
haps be h e re a f te r  understood.
A fter a y ear o f  s tru g g le , Ross faced perhaps h is  g re a te s t  b a t t le  
in  the  1842 e le c tio n . Anti-Ross people complained th a t  he trium phed, in  
a s ty le  p re figu ring  Boss Tweed, through b rib ery  and th re a ts  and the  use 
of h is  kinsmen's s to re s  throughout the  n a tio n . VJhen seme Ross o f f ic ia l s  
were s la in  during th e  e le c tio n , he grabbed th e  tragedy l ik e  a club and 
successfu lly  drove the  Treaty Party  opposition  from th e  p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e -
57f ie ld .  Yet even h is  follow ers continued to  demand a f in a n c ia l accounting.
M. B u tle r to  Wm. Armstrong, 4 March 1842, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 86.
^^Thos. L. Rogers to  William Rogers, March [? ] ,  C.N.P.
^^John R. Ridge to  Stand W atie, 2 Oct. 1842, Jordan C o llec tion ,
MSS D ivision, U niversity  o f Oklahoma; C.N.P.
^^Adair and Bell to  Medill, March 1846, H. R. Document 185, 84.
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When th e  N ational Council demanded money to  pay th e  n a tio n 's  
deb ts , Ross dug deeply in to  seme hidden re s e rv o ir  and brought fo rth  
$125,000—supposed "savings” from th e  wagons which were purchased and 
so ld  ra th e r  than ren ted  fo r  the  r e m o v a l .V J h i le  Ross assumed a bene­
vo len t posture in  giving th e  m tion  $125,000 ( to  save him self and h is
59" h ir lin g  b a n d it t i” in  th e  opinion o f  one foe) he and h is  family bought
up "na tiona l c e r t i f ic a te s "  which had been issued  in s tea d  o f  currency and
60subsequently deprecia ted . Since th e  masses had l i t t l e  f in a n c ia l in ­
s i s t ,  they understood n e ith e r  the  motive fo r  th e  $125,000 g i f t  nor the
cornered c e r t i f i c a te s ,  b u t Ross c a rried  i t  o f f  l ik e  an a c to r  on s t a te ,  
and he emerged w ith h is  image only moderately ta rn ish e d .
But Anglo-Americans, with Yankee in tu i t io n ,  were le ss  f in a n c ia lly
naive. The government, prodded by an aroused Treaty P arty , stepped up i t s
in v es tig a tio n . In  August, 1842, R. E, Clements, who had seen the  removal
and noted hcv; the  ra tio n s  were d is t i ih u te d , a sse rte d  th a t
he considers the. p rice  paid to  John Ross, agreeably to  h is  
co n trac t, as having been exceedingly ex travagant. There v;ere 
persons on th e  ground every way able and competent to  carry 
out the c o n tra c t, who would have talcen i t  f o r  le s s  than one- 
h a lf  the amount agreed to  he paid  to  John Ross. No competi-
t ic n  was allowed; and, a f te r  th e  co n trac t was made w ith Jchn
Ross, ap p lica tio n  was made to  have a  co n trac t fo r  subsistence, 
l e t  to  the  lowest b id d e r, but he r e f u s e d . G2
Another man a sse rted  th a t  he removed a t  the  c o s t o f t^venty d o lla rs  per
58ibid.
SSlb id . , 85.
GOlb id . 
G llbid.
®̂ R. E. Clements Testimony, H. R. Document 1098, S3.
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person in  f i f ty - f iv e  days.®^ Ross charged over $100 per person, and sane 
charged:
I t  must be bu t to o  apparent "that "the time occupied upon th e  
road was purposely lengthened ou t, w ith  fhe views which were 
u ltim ately  obtained. Various p re tex ts  were adopted w ith th is  
o b jec t; one conductor detained h is  detachment severa l days to  
send fo r  a few sacks o f  s a l t ;  another stopped a detachment a 
whole day to  shoe an ox, making a t  once a  c o s t o f a  thousand 
d o lla rs  ; a  th i r d  drove up and down th e  l in e  which divides Arkan­
sas from "the Indian country fo r  sev era l days, viewing the  "pro­
mised lan d ,"  bu t not en te rin g , because th e  delay would put f iv e  
d o lla rs  a day in  th e  pockets of th e  conductor, and su b tra c t as 
many hundreds from the  Cherokee funds. The advance o f 
$776,398.98 was paid in  p a r funds; bu t these  to  a large  ex ten t 
were exchanged f o r  Tennessee funds, a t  a  p r o f i t  o f from s ix  to  
e ig h t p e r cen t. —Mr. Ross and h is  a sso c ia te s  pocketing the  
p r o f i ts ,  and in v es tin g  th e  Tennessee funds in  th e  purchase o f 
wagons, team s, c a rr ia g e s , ho rses, and steam boats, which fo r  e f ­
fe c t  were branded "C. N .," thus deluding th e  poor Cherokees 
w ith the  b e l ie f  th a t  they were drw n  by t h e i r  own teams, . .
Rather than h ire  teams to  remove the Cherokees, Ross b o u ^ t  them a t  $600 
each, charged f iv e  d o lla rs  per day fo r  them going west and seven d o lla rs  
fo r  every twenty m iles o f  th e  re tu rn  journey—b u t since  the  teams had been 
purchased the  charge fo r  t h e i r  re tu rn  was fa b ric a te d  to  g e t more money and 
th e  teams were so ld  in  tire West. One o f Lewis Ross's p a rtn e rs , Thomas 
H. Hindman, sa id  th a t  he cleared  $44,000 from th e  removal, b u t he was d is ­
s a t is f ie d  because he f e l t  deprived o f the  " f a i r  dividend" gained by th e  
o t h e r s .E v i d e n c e  of fraud during th e  removal accumulated th rou^rou t the  
1840's .
®^Garry Hinant Testimory, ib id . , 67.
®‘̂ Geo. W. Adair e t .  a l .  to  Wm. M edill, March 1846, H. R. Document
185, 79.
^^Gideon F. Morris Testimony, H. R. Document 1098, 64-65.
66Ib id ., 66.
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Stim ulated by such evidence, th e  Treaty Party began pushing fo r  
fu r th e r  in v es tig a tio n  and a f u l l  payment o f the 1835 t r e a ty .  They de-
c n
manded th a t  th e  o r ig in a l $5,000,000 be preserved fo r  Cherokees —includ­
ing th e  per c ap ita  payments they wanted. In  1844 th e  Treaty Party  pre­
sented an e labo ra te ly  researched and argued memorial to  th e  United S ta tes 
and d e ta ile d  exactly  how much the  Cherokees should have coming from Ihe 
tre a ty  fund—and th e i r  estim ate  was probably as accurate  a  one as could 
be ma(te a t  th e  t in e .  They argued th a t  1he United S ta tes  had appropriated 
$6,647,067 and th a t  a l l  expenditures to ta le d  $4,171,333 (though th is  vio­
la te d  th e  provision th a t  a l l  expenses m.ust come frcm appropria tions ra th e r
than the  $5,000,000 g ra n t) ;  thus $2,475,734 remained in  the  Cherokee fund
68and should be paid immediately to  heads o f  fam ilies a t  $150 per fam ily.
The Treaty Party contended th a t  " there  has been a  very grievous
m isapplication  of these funds," bu t they blamed no United S ta te s  o f f i -  
69c ia l .  They sto red  th e i r  re se rv o ir  o f  i r e  fo r  th e  n a tio n 's  c h ie f , fo r  
1he inexcusable giving o f monies to  John Ross "was an in ju ry  to  th a t  p a rt
70
of the  n a tio n , who did not p a r t ic ip a te  in  ihe p ro f i ts  o f  h is  c o n tra c t."
By th e i r  f ig u re s , Ross received $1,357,745 fo r  removing 11,000 people, o r
$103 per person; since they could have been moved a t  a cost o f $20 per
head, th e  "p ro flig a te  con trac t w ith h a l f  a  dozen ind iv idua ls w ith our na-
71tion" defrauded the Cherokees as a  whole. They complained about the
A. B ell e t .  a l .  to  William W ilkins, 14 June 1844, L .R .O .I.A ., 
R. 88. ■“





$581,346 Ross had received  in  1841 and the  $556,476 paid  fo r  "expenses o f
superin tenden ts, ag en ts , and conductors" and th e  $674,527 paid  Glasgow and
72Harrison fo r  supplying provisions in  the  West, Since subsistence ra ­
tio n s elevated  the  t o ta l  co st o f removal to  about $150 per person, only 
$275,499 ac tu a lly  remained in  the  general fund.
Despite th e  monies expended fo r  r a t io n s , th e  Cherokee masses su f-
73fered , fo r  "they were tran spo rted  in  herds i t  i s  t ru e  and by th is  's tu -
pendious frau d ' h a lf  a  dozen designing men ammassed p rincely  fo rtu n es,
74which have enabled 1diam to  con tro l the  country ever s in ce ,"  S uffering , 
l ik e  hum ilily , a t t r a c ts  few tan g ib le  dividends, and th e  Cherokees re ­
ceived nothing, fo r  "not one d o lla r  of th e  money paid  Mr, Ross , , , ever
75reached the  Cherokee T reasury," To help  the  people, some merchants, 
lik e  the Ridges, aided them i&th "ch a rity ,"  but now money was sca rce , 
the  N ational Council im potent, and only th e  United S ta te s  could save the 
nation f r m  f in a n c ia l and p o l i t i c a l  c h a o s , T r e a t y  men remained con­
vinced th a t  "enormous sums a re  shown to  have been charged fo r  Cherokees 
who never removed—fo r  wagons and horses which never tra v e lle d —fo r  the  





^^Ib id . 
7 6 i b i d ,
77.Geo, W, Paschal Address to  th e  P ub lic , 20 June 1843, Stand 
Watie Papers, photocopies o f MS a t  Ih iv e rs i ty  o f Texas, in  Gibson Col­
le c tio n , MSS D ivision , U niversity  o f  Oklahoma,
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l,Vhen th e  1844 memorial brought no a c tio n , th e  Treaty Party  framed
a s im ila r  one th e  nex t year. Leaders o f  th is  group claimed they  were in
g rea t danger, fo r  they  dared "not even assemble to  consu lt as a p a rty , and
to  appeal to  you as rep resen ta tiv es o f  such. For a l th o u ^  our numbers
have g rea tly  increased , y e t the  mighty in fluence o f over th ir te e n  hundred
78thousand d o lla rs  has p revailed  over us by a bare n a jo r i ty ."  In th is
p ro te s t they were jo ined  by th e  Old S e t t le r s ,  who urged them to  defea t
79th e  "fraudu len t claims o f Ross and h is  band."
Lawyers fo r  th e  Old S e ttle rs  ware even more s t r id e n t ly  accusative. 
To them, John Ross was an "ex traordinary  man," a smooth p o l i t ic ia n  "with 
scarcely  e n o u ^  Cherokee blood in  h is  veins to  mark him as o f  Indian de­
scen t,"  who had captured the  lo y a lty  o f  th e  Cherokees and le d  them fo r  
h is  own advantage.80 They sa id :
His ru lin g  passion  i s  avarice . He has been ab le  to  g ra tify  
i t  to  an ex ten t alm ost unprecedented, by playing upon the  
ignorance and p rejud ices of th e  Cherokees, and o b s tin a te ly  
opposing th e  po licy  o f the  United S ta te s . "Cherdoee D iff i­
c u ltie s "  a re  th e  elements o f  h is  power. He oomes to  Wash­
ington every y e a r , spending in  luxury and p leasure  the  funds 
o f th e  n a tio n , under the  pretence o f  s e t t l in g  t h e i r  d i f f i ­
c u lt ie s  ; b u t never makes a p roposition  which tends to  t h e i r  
se ttle m e n t.81
Ihey a lso  argued, a f t e r  figu ring  the ac tu a l per c ap ita  em igration co st and 
sub trac ting  i t  from th a t  charged by Ross, th a t  he c leared  from $831,785 
to  $1,094,765.82
^SMemorial o f Treaty P arty , 1845, H, R. Document 185, 104.
74
T. L. Rogers to  William Rogers, March [1846?], C.N.P,
185, 57.
81
88stambaugh and Kendall to  Marcy, 30 Dec. 1845, H. R. Document
Ib id .
82Ib id ., 62.
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Old S e t t le r s ,  l ik e  dispossessed h e ir s ,  argued th a t  Ross had
cheated h is  people, Ihe $581,346 given him by th e  T yler A dm inistration
had been kept by th e  ch ief:
Vhen Ross had received  th is  money, on the  au th o rity  o f th e  
n a tio n , which in  h is  account he acknowledged to  be due to  
the n a t t a i ,  and h is  committee and council modestly asked him 
to  account fo r  i t ,  he to ld  them i t  was n o t the  n a tio n ’s money, 
but h is  own, and no t a  d o lla r  of i t  has he paid  over to  th e  
nation  to  th i s  day. Three years afterw ards, wften, by h is  bocfy 
guards, h is  po lice  companies, h is  annual v i s i t s  to  Washington, 
and o ther extravagances, he has run th e  Cherokee nation  about 
$140,000 in  deb t, th e  c e r t i f ic a te s  o f  which had been purchased 
up a t  an enormous d iscount by h is  kindred and fa v o r i te s , he 
paid "over to  "the n a tio n  th e  sum o f  $125,000, savings th a t  
have been made ou t o f  th e  arrangements w ith Major General 
W infield S co tt fo r  th e  removal o f  th e  easte rn  Cherokees.
Concluding th e i r  argument, S. C. Stambaugh and Amos Kendall, a t to m ie s
h ired  by anti-R oss Cherokees to  argue, t h e i r  case, in  Washington, sa id ;
"The Ridges so ld  t t e  country fo r  th e  b e n e f it  o f  th e  na tion ; th e  Rosses,
in  the  name o f th e  n a tio n , p u t th e  money in  t h e i r  own pockets. For t h e i r
honest and d is in te re s te d  s a le ,  the  Ridges were murdered!I For appropri-
Oh
ating  th e  money, the  Rosses have been su s ta in ed , honored, and prcmotedî"
Less polished  anti-R oss people were more emphatic. One Cherokee 
contended th a t  John Ross had been "s te a lin g "  frcm th e  t r ib e  w hile i t  was 
s t i l l  in  Georgia, and th a t  he was a "robber c h ie f  and ch ie f o f robbers" 
who had taken $50 from every man, wcman and c h ild  o f  tne  n a t i o n . B y  
1846, passions were flaming and enemies o f  Ross a ssa ile d  him as a crook 
and a scoundrel. One man sa id :
83lb id . , 63.
^^Ib id . , 64 ; Stambaugh and Kendall to  Commissioner o f  Indian  
A ffa irs , 24 Jan. 1847, C .N .P ., e g re s s e s  s im ila r  sentim ents.
^^To the Public, anonymous a r t ic le ,  [1846?], C.N.P.
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He re s is te d  th e  policy  o f  removal to  th e  l a s t  extrem ily; and 
then w ilh th e  a id  of the  United S ta te s , robbed both th e  tre a ty  
p a rty  and h is  own of a m illion  o f  d o lla rs  under the  cover o f a 
co n trac t fo r  removing them! Always opposing th e  government, 
he has always been supported and enriched by i t ,  perm itted to  
k i l l  those whom i t  was bound to  p ro te c t in  f in e ,  th is  govern­
ment has fed  and cajo led  him, in  the  vain  hope o f s a t ia tin g  
th e  g lu tto n  and taming the  panther. Yes, i t  has su ffe red  him 
to  feed on the  blood and plunder o f i t s  b e s t  f r ie n d s , and has 
in  re tu rn  received  bu t insolence and i n s u l t !  86
Treaty Party spokesmen claimed th a t  the  Ross people had been " f i t t in g  ou t
la rg e  estab lishm en ts, liv in g  in  g rea t s t y l e , and having , th ro u ^  d if fe re n t
members o f t h e i r  fam ily, e s tab lish ed  la rge  m ercantile  establishm ents in
d if fe re n t sec tions o f  the  country, they have found no d if f ic u lty  in  op-
87pressing  those who have dared complain o f  th i s  open dishonesty."
Yet though th e  anti-Ross p ro te s t  makes more exciting  read ing , th e  
Ross government had i t s  j u s t i f ic a t ia n s , Removal expenses were consider­
a b le ; Lewis Ross had to  bargain w ith white su p p lie rs , and thus h is  co sts  
were no doubt in o rd in a te . By tak ing  charge o f th e  removal h im self, Ross 
handled a l l  the  money and rec e ip ts  o f  th e  removal, bu t he did i t ,  he
argued, to  help  h is  people and to  t r y  and avoid any commitment to  the
881835 t r e a ty ,  which he did no t recognize.
Though he gave h is  b ro th er (Lewis) th e  job o f con trac to r fo r  th e
89removal, John Ross remained unperturbed by General W infield S c o tt’s
®^Anonymous l e t t e r ,  n .d . , C.N.P.
^^Adair and B ell to  M edill, March 1846, H. R. Document 185, 82.
^^John Howard Payne Papers, VI, 1 Aug. 1838.
89A rtic le s  o f  Agreement between John Ross and R epresentatives of 
th e  Cherokee N ation, 10 Aug. 1838, J.R .P .
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queries about f in a n c ia l i r r e g u la r i t ie s .^ ^  He contended th a t  i t  would cost
91$66 to  move to  th e  West, and he planned h is  program accordingly . IMex-
pected ejqjenses, he m aintained, re su lte d  from lo g is t ic  exigencies ra th e r
than  d ishonest conductors.
But post-removal events in d ic a te  Idiat Ross was le s s  a l t r u i s t i c  than
h is  claim s. A note to  Lewis ju s t  a f t e r  they had a rr iv e d  in  the  West i s
p a r t ic u la r ly  suggestive , fo r  he asked h is  b ro th e r to  b ring  the  " rec e ip ts
and a b s trac ts"  o f th e  removal finances fo r  him to  examine, since he had
been giving considerable t h o u ^ t  to  " the  business o f  th e  la te  emigra- 
92"tion."  The i t a l i c s  are  Ross’s ,  and though they may have simply been 
fo r  emphasis, they seem to  show something more s in i s t e r .  Perhaps he meant 
to  s e t t l e  t h e i r  accounts ivith a f in a l  p r o f i t  fo r  both o f theiri!
A fte r the  removal Ross never defended h im self persuasively  ag a in st 
charges o f  g ra f t .  Indeed, he 't r ie d , l ik e  a p o lith c ia n  up fo r  re -e le c -  
■fcLon, to  ignore them. He continued to  press h is  personal claims upon
Q ̂Washington and demanded th a t  th e  n a tio n a l a n n u itie s  be given him and 
h is  de legation . He a lso  'tr ied  to  deny th a t  h is  n a tio n  was to m  by any 
r e a l  d iso rd e r, contending (and thus ignoring rec u rren t crimes) th a t  "we 
a re  not aware o f 'tire exis'tence of any such d if f ic u l t ie s ." ^ ^
435.
^ % in fie ld  S co tt to  John Ross e t ,  , 1 Aug. 1838, R .C .I.A ., 1839, 
John Ross to  Major Gen. W. Scotrt, 7 Nov. 1838, Hargeth C o llection .
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[John Ross] to  Brother [Lewis Ross], 1 June 1839, J .R .P .
H, Crawford to  M. S t. C la ir  C lark, 19 June 1840, J.R .P . ;
M. S t. C la ir  Clark to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 13 Ju ly  1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
94John Ross and Delegation to  T. H. Crawford, 20 Ju ly  1840, 
L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
95John Ross e t .  to  T. H. Crawford, 27 July 1840, ib id .
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Other than a  few spasmodic a tten p ts  a t  s e l f - ju s t i f i c a t i a n ,  Ross 
did l i t t l e  to  disprove accusations ag a in st h im self. The s ig n a l excep­
tio n  to  th is  po licy  was h is  1842 address to  th e  N aticnal Council. On 
December 14, 1842, a  hard-headed, sharp-tongued Cherokee council demanded 
th a t  i t s  P rin c ip a l Chief account fo r  th e  money which had passed th r o u ^  
h is  hands since  1835. John Ross faced the  re b e llio n  fe a r le s s ly , and he 
spoke in  defense o f h is  a c tio n s .
He a sse rte d  th a t  before th e  f a l l  o f  1837 the  n a tio n 's  t re a s u re r , 
John M artin, had handled i t s  finances and he thus knew nothing about them. 
Since 1841, likew ise , th e  n a tio n a l t re a s u re r , David Vann, c o lle c te d  and 
dispersed  n a tio n a l a n n u itie s . A fte r reviewing the  horro rs o f  th e  1838 
round-up and removal, he gave h im self c re d it  fo r  obtain ing  th e  1838 appro­
p r ia tio n  o f  $1,147,000 which enabled Cherokees to  remove. VJhen troops 
forced removal, th e  na tion  se le c te d  a delegaticn  to  handle th e  exodus and 
i t s  finances. He adm itted th a t  he had supervised th e  a f f a i r  and promised 
th a t  as soon as th e  removal records were s e t t le d ,  " the  tran sac tio n s  o f my 
superintendency w il l  be repo rted  to  th e  Nation.
But something in te r fe re d , and no record o f th e  removal finances , 
l ik e  many a  businessm an's expense account, was ever published. Upset by 
a  p e ti t io n  from the  Delaware D is t r ic t  demanding an accounting, Ross de­
nounced i t s  framers as coveteous foes o f th e  government. Since he had 
never recognized the  1835 t r e a ty ,  he claimed th a t  he had received  no money 
under i t s  p rov isions. He contended th a t  Cherokees had removed and ob­
ta in ed  compensation fo r  claims only because he had wrangled appropria tions
®®John Ross Message, 20 Jan. 1842, L.R.O.I.A., R. 88.
137
q n
from the United S ta te s . He to ld  h is  people th a t  o th e r  men and dele­
gations had handled 1 h e ir money and th a t  he had taken no money under th e
1835 t r e a ty  when he had taken $1,390,876 from th e  United S ta tes fo r  e i th e r
98him self o r h is  government.
What then  re a l ly  happened? The tru th  i s  glimpsed only in  patches.
Seme observers thought "Ross a ra s c a l ,  i . e . ,  an a r t f u l ,  cunning, shrewd,
99managing, ambitious man." Many accusatians and documents, b iased  y e t 
in s tru c t iv e , force one to  a t  l e a s t  question  th e  f in a n c ia l in te g r i ty  o f  
John Ross, but no conclusive documents e x is t  which prove th a t  John Ross 
d e lib e ra te ly  s to le  from h is  people. Only th e  v i r tu a l  disappearance, in ­
adequately explained , o f almost $6,000,000 in d ic a te s  t h a t  someone, in  
seme way, p ro f ite d  from th e  su ffe rin g  of the  Cherokees. And no man could 
have p ro f ite d  more e a s i ly ,  no man seemed to  prosper so openly, no man 
seemed q u ite  so unable to  prove h is  innocence as John Ross!
But one ind ices th e  men o f th e  p a s t w ith g re a t re lu c tan ce , fo r
a l l  the fa c ts  can never be m arshalled and they can never defend them selves.
Thus perhaps th e  judgrænt o f Ethan A llen Hitchcock i s  most in c is iv e  and
must be te n ta t iv e ly  accepted:
A fter much a tte n tiv e  observation I  am o f  th e  opinion th a t  John 
Ross i s  an honest man and a p a tr io t  laboring  fo r  the  good of h is  
people. In  th e  recen t tro u b le  o f h is  n a tio n , including  sev era l 
y ea rs , w ith alm ost unlim ited opportun ities he has no t enriched 
h im self. I t  i s  unfortunate fo r  h is  repu ta tion  th a t  sev e ra l o f  
h is  r e la t iv e s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  h is  b ro th er Lewis, have re a liz e d  fo r ­
tunes through h is  in s tru m e n ta lity , th o u ^  i t  i s  f a i r  to  consider 
th a t  th is  may have re su lte d  from con trac ts  properly  nade. I t
9 7 l b i d .
98 .Removal Expenses, ib id . , R. 90.
99Hitchcock, Traveler in  Indian T erritory, 26 Nov. 1841, 27.
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would be s tran g er i f  th e re  was no t ambition w ith the  p a trio tism  
of Jno. Ross, bu t he seeks th e  fame o f e s ta b lish in g  h is  na tion  
and heaping b e n e fits  upon h is  people.
Hitchcock was not d ispassiona te , fo r  he was bewitched by the  charm 
of Rods, bu t perhaps he gives as sane a  judgment as may be reached—except 
th a t  one cannot look through lenses dark enough to  b lo t  out the dark 
shadows which h in t  th a t  th e  Ross people p ro f ite d  from the removal and th a t  
Ross, as removal superin tenden t, shared th is  p r o f i t .
Some ju s t i f ic a t io n  fo r  Ross i s  found in  th e  conplex maze o f re ­
moval which confused both p a rtic ip a n ts  and l a t e r  in v e s tig a to rs . Seme con­
niving Cherokees cheated others ou t o f t h e i r  c l a i m s , a n d  c rie s  o f fraud 
had nothing, in  many cases, to  do with John Ross. Cherokees obtained re ­
moval supplies only w ith d if f ic u l ty ;  they were a lso  plagued by lawyers
who in f l ic te d  t h e i r  se rv ices upon the Indians—and who were o ften  the
1Q2f i r s t  and only ones to  p r o f i t  in  claim s' se ttlem en ts . William W irt's
h e ir s ,  fo r  example, b i l le d  the  Cherokees fo r  $10,000 fo r  h is  se rv ices in
103th e i r  d ispute with Georgia. Ten o th er lawyers got $152,950 in  one s e t ­
tlem ent, and in  some instances "h a lf  o f th e  whole amount recovered 
fo r  th e  Indian . . . [was] exacted fo r  a ttend ing  to  th e  prosecution of
lOOnitchoock to  Spencer, 21 Dec. 1841, ib id . , 234.
^^^Lcwry Williams p e ti t io n , 4 A pril 1838, U. S. House o f Repre­
se n ta tiv e s , 30th Cong., 1 s t S e s s ., Report 644 (Washington, 1848), 2,
102Lumpkin, Removal o f th e  Cherokees from Georgia, I I ,  178,
^^% illiam  W irt E sta te  Claim, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 85; W. C. W irt to  
Jo e l R. P o in se tt, 3 Sept. 1838, ib id . , R, 82; A. J .  C layon  to  Gov.
Lumpkin, 18 Nov. 1836, ib id . , R. 85.
104Attomies Fees, 8 July 1837, J.R.P.
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th e  c l a i m , a n d  many Indians had no re a l  idea  how much money (o r  i t s  
r e a l  value) they lo s t .
They encountered s t i l l  more d i f f ic u l t ie s  in  dealing vjith govern­
ment agents and o f f i c i a l s . M a j o r  A. J .  Rains received  $13,500 frcm
th e  firm  o f Glasgow and H arrison fo r  withdrawing h is  com plaint a g a in st
107them fo r  corruption—and could have got up to  $20,000! For su b s is tin g
Cherokees during th e i r  f i r s t  year in  the  West, Glasgow and H arrison
charged from 9.3 cents to  15.9 cents per ra tio n —when th e  average co st
10 8fo r  Indian ra tio n s  was 6.7 cen ts . To increase  t h e i r  p ro f i ts  th e  supply 
con tracto rs would claim they  had no ra tio n s  and give th e  Indians "due 
b i l l s "  which would guarantee theiri provisions l a t e r ;  then  th e  con trac to rs 
would send men out to  buy up the  "due b i l l s "  a t  f a r  le s s  than  they were 
a c tu a lly  w o r t h . D e s p i t e  many com plaints, n e ith e r  General Arbuckle, who 
was usually  anxious to  in te r fe re  in  the  n a tio n 's  a f f a i r s ,  nor William 
Armstrong, agent fo r  the  Choctaws, t r i e d  to  stop  th e  frauds o f  supply con­
tra c to r s  . Indeed, they  were themselves suspected o f  co rrup tion .
Add to  these  d i f f ic u l t ie s  the  e^genses of running a school system , 
m aintaining order ihrougb po lice  conpanies, and o th e r leg itim ate  needs o f 
any government, and one has some e^glanation o f  th e  f in a n c ia l quagmire
lOSjchn Kennecfy, Thcmas W. Wilson to  C. A. H a rr is , 30 Dec. 1837, 
L .R .O .I.A ., R. 82.
^^% itchcock, T raveler in  Indian T e rr ito ry , 19 Dec. 1841, 69.
A. Hitchcock to  Vto. Armstrong, 7 March 1842, U. S. House of 
R epresentatives, 27th Cong., 3d S e ss ., Report 271 (Washington, 1843), 140.
A.
lOSfbid.
 Hitchcock Report, 28 A pril 1842, ib id .
^̂ ®E. A. Hitchcock to  J . C. Spencer, 3 Aug. 1842, ib id . , 146.
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which engulfed th e  nation  and divided i t s  people in to  h o s t i le  fac tio n s . 
In sig h ts  in to  th e  n a tio n 's  f in a n c ia l dilemma enable one to  understand the  
fac tionalism  o f th e  1840 's, but i f  John Ross had been both honest and 
f in a n c ia lly  a s tu te ,  th e re  m i^ t  not have been any problem a f t e r  union was 
momentarily achieved in  1840.
CHAPTER IX 
UNION ACHIEVED: 1840
The m ultitude which does no t reduce i t s e l f  to  
u n iiy  i s  confusion; th e  u n ity  which does not 
depend upon th e  m ultitude , i s  tyranny,
—Pascal
Thou^ most Qierokees longed fo r  peace a f te r  1839, "1±ie decade of 
the  1840*s was a p a r t ic u la r ly  tu rb u le n t period in  th e  Indian T errito ry ."^  
Rival delegations clamored fo r  recogn ition  in  Washington while fa c tio n a l 
leaders maneuvered fo r  popular support in  the  Indian country.
The Ross Party  generated support fo r  i t s  program most successfu lly . 
Though Agent M ontfort Stokes supported the  January 15, 1840, convention. 
General Arbuckle th rea tened  to  w ithhold provisions unless i t  was held  a t  
Fort Gibson under h is  supervision . Old S e 'ttle rs  favored Arbuckle*s pro­
posa l, but William Shorey Cocdey, tem porarily  in  conmand o f  th e  Ross 
fo rces , denounced him fo r  meddling in  Cherokee business, and A rbuckle's
hope to  expel John Ross from the te r r i to r y  fu r th e r  aroused th e  c h ie f 's  
2
fo llow ers,
O ffic ia ls  in  Washington s t i l l  refused  to  recognize John Ross u n t i l  
he explained th e  1839 murders o f th e  Ridges and Boudinot, bu t he gave no
^A, M, Gibson, "Indian T errito ry  United N ations," The Chronicles 
o f Oklahoma, XXXIX (W inter, 1961-62), 398,
% , S, Coodey to  John Ross, 2 Jan , 1840, J,R ,P ,
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answer. His friends defended Ross l ik e  w ell-pa id  advocates, saying th a t  
since  th ere  was no proof a g a in st him he should n o t have to  defend him­
s e l f .^  Ross simply denied any re sp o n s ib ility  f o r  th e  murders, demanded 
th e  id e n ti ty  o f h is  accusers, and d isc losed  no re le v an t in fonnation ,^  In  
h is  defense, he s a id , " I  am abso lu te ly  innocent,"® b u t h is  b ro th e r , Lewis,
cautioned prudence and warned him to  venture nowhere w ithout a su ita b le
 ̂ 7 guard.
In  the  Cherokee N ation, th e  proposed convention f in a l ly  assembled
on January 15, 1840, a t  Tahlequah. Whereas the  summer conventions were
susp ic ion-ridden , th is  one was c o n c ilia to ry , fo r  th e  Cherokees were weary
o f bloodshed and u n certa in ty . The delegates revoked the  summer’s a n t i -
Trealy Party  decrees and granted the  despised m inority  p o l i t i c a l  equal- 
0
i t y .  Attempting to  plaçante warring fa c tio n s , William Shorey Coodey em­
phasized th a t  th e  crimes of th e  n a ticn  had been exaggerated and th a t  th e  
infamous Double Head Springs convention had been e x tra - le g a l and unsanc­
tioned  by the  Ross government.
Coodey a lso  t r ie d  to  reconcile  the  Old S e t t le r s  to  t h e i r  l o t  by 
d e ta ilin g  th e i r  considerable ro le  in  th e  government. He s a id , "the  com­
p la in t  th a t  the  Old S e t tle rs  are  no t represen ted  in  "the new Government we
% . S. House of R epresentatives, 26th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., Document
188, 38.
4
Joseph M. Lynch e t .  a l .  to  Jo e l R. P o in se tt, 3 Jan. 1840, L.R. 
O .I .A ., R. 84.
®Jdhn Ross to  Jo e l R. P o in se tt, U. S. House o f R epresen tatives, 
26th Cong., 1 s t  S e ss ., Document 129 (Washington, 1840), 28.
®John Ross to  Jo e l R. P o in se tt, 3 Jan . 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
^Lewis Ross to  John Ross, 3 Jan. 1840, J.R .P .
^National Convention Revocaticn, 16 Jan. 1840, L.R.O.I.A., R. 84.
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th ink  ill-fo u n d ed , when one o f the  t(vo ch iefs and near one h a lf  of a l l  th e
9o ff ic e rs  o f th e  Government a re  Old S e t t le r s ."  He then  claimed th a t  th e  
convention was successfu l and th a t  a l l  p a r t ie s  were f a i r ly  tre a te d .
Other observers showed le s s  confidence th a t  a l l  Cherokees had re ­
ceived equal considera tion . Captain John Page reported  th a t  over 1,700 
Cherokees attended the  convention and voted, bu t one Old S e t t l e r  estim ated 
th a t  only th ir ty - f iv e  members o f  h is  party  were p resen t and th ir ty - th re e  
of those followed John Ross as p lac id ly  as c a t t le  on a well-worn t r a i l .
A signed document considered "correct"  by Agent Stokes in d ica ted  th a t  115
12Old S e ttle rs  favored th e  p lan  o f union presented to  the  convention, bu t
even th is  number did n o t adequately rep resen t th e  Western Cherokees.
Stokes th o u ^ t  th a t  Qrerckee a f f a i r s  were about "as favorable as 
13could be ejçsected" a f t e r  the  convention adjourned, bu t h e , unlike 
Arbuckle, considered Ross innocent of th e  1839 murders and thus accepted 
h is  g o v e rn m e n t.A rb u c k le  resigned h im self to  the  Ross government, fe e l­
ing th a t  most o f  the  people genuinely favored i t .  He determined to  in ­
form Old S e ttle rs  th a t  th e i r  government "has ceased," bu t he commented:
This change w ill  no doubt be severely  f e l t  by the  Old S e t t le rs  
genera lly , who in  t h e i r  kindness in v ite d  th e  la te  Emigrants to  
enjoy with them th e  lands they had secured fo r  them selves, and
^W. S. Coodey e t .  a l .  to  M. Arbuckle, 17 Jan. 1840, ib id .
S. Coodey e t .  to  M. Arbuckle, U. S. House o f Representa­
t iv e s ,  26th Cong., 1 s t E e s s ., Document 188, 47-48; L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
lljo h n  
l^ ib id .
^^Jdh Page to  M. Arbuckle, 20 Jan. 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
^^Montfort Stokes to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 22 Jan. 1840, ib id .
Arbuckle to  J ,  R. P o in se tt, 22 Jan. 1840, U. S. House o f  Re­
p re sen ta tiv e s , 26th Cong., 1 s t  S e s s ., Document 188, 43-44; M. Stokes to  
J .  R. P o in se tt, 22 Jan. 1840, i b i d . , 51.
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who have in  le ss  than one year a f te r  t h e i r  a r r iv a l ,  formed a  
new Government fo r  th e  n a tio n , in  which th e  Old S e t t le rs  a re  
n o t represented  by a s in g le  in d iv id u a l o f i h e i r  own choice.
Like th e  Old S e t t le r s ,  Treaty Party  rep re sen ta tiv e s  in  Washington
re je c te d  the  convention-decreed union consummated in  Indian T errito ry .
Wilson Lumpkin, so instrum ental in  fo rcing  removal and now a  senato r from
Georgia, promised to  a id  the  Treaty Party  in  i t s  s tru g g le  w ith Ross.
Treaty men remained d is tre sse d  by "the la te  bloocfy proceedings o f  the Ross 
17party" and demanded a  geographical and f in a n c ia l d iv is io n  o f th e  na tion . 
They a lso  ou tlined  an ambitious plan o f development fo r  t h e i r  sm all nation:
I t  w i l l  be our f i r s t  ob jec t to  c u ltiv a te  peace and fr ien d ­
sh ip  w ith the  people and Government o f th e  United S ta te s—and 
nex t to  t h i s ,  a tten d  to  1he education of our r i s in g  generation .
To accomplish t h i s ,  we propose to  c o lle c t  as many o f our i n t e l ­
l ig e n t  c itiz e n s  together as take an in te r e s t  i n  education , and 
form a v illa g e ;  in  which we w ill  lo ca te  i f  our means be ade­
q ua te , a  c o l l idgè and such o th er in s t i tu t io n s  o f a town o rd er, 
as w il l  be s u f f ic ie n t  to  accommodate a l l  the  youth o f  our coun­
t r y .
Adding s t i l l  more complaints and o b jec tiv e s , a  de legation  o f  Old 
S e t t l e r s , spurred on by wrangling law yers, a rriv e d  w ith p e tit io n s  in  hand. 
R eciting  t h e i r  h is to ry , they argued th a t  th e  emigrants were unwanted in ­
tru d e rs  upon th e i r  s o i l  and th a t  th e  United S ta tes  had f a i le d  to  f u l f i l l  
t r e a ty  agreements. Though they admitted t h a t  Ross could ru le  e i th e r  "by 
conquest o r by our consent," they contended th a t  he had n e ith e r  subdued
Arbuckle to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 22 Jan. 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
^^Wilsoi Lumpkin to  Stand W atie, 12 Jan. 1840, C.N.P. ; Lumpkin to  
W atie, 7 Feb. 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
17Stand Watie e t .  a l .  to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 22 Jan. 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., 
R. 84; U. S. House o f R epresentatives, 26th Ceng., 1 s t  S e ss ., Document 
188, 42.
18stand Watie e t . a l. to  J . R. Poinsett, ib id .
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nor co n c ilia ted  h is  o p p o s i t i o n , I n  th e i r  cwn convention (February 2-8,
1840), the  Old S e ttle rs  dispatched a delegation  to  Washington armed with
b itin g  re so lu tio n s:
Be i t  th ere fo re  resolved; That the  conduct o f Mr. John 
Ross and h is  p a rtiza n s , i s  an unprecedented a c t  o f usurpa­
t io n , unfounded in  ju s t ic e ,  law o r  humanity, and we w il l  not 
in  a l l  fu tu re  time acknowledge th e  same.
Resolved; That the  only leg itim ate  Government o f th is  
Nation i s  the  one handed dcwn to  us by the  o r ig in a l s e t ­
t l e r s  of the  Cherokee Nation West, and we w ill  do the  u t -  go 
most of our power and a b i l i ty  to  uphold and defend the  same.
Insp ired  by Old S e t t le r  in transigence . General Arbuckle renewed 
h is  opposition to  John Rcss, The general reported  th a t  he was "now s a t i s ­
f ie d  th a t  the Old S e t tle rs  w il l  no t peaceably su rrender vhat they regard 
th e i r  r ig h ts  ; and th a t  i f  the  Cherokees should be so  unfortunate as to  re ­
s o r t  to  fu r th e r  violence against each o th e r , th a t  o th e r  t r ib e s  w il l  have
21more o r  le s s  concern with these  d i f f ic u l t ie s ,"  Arbuckle a lso  t r ie d  to  
explain  h is  fa i lu re  to  a r re s t  th e  murderers of the  Ridges—whom he claimed 
to  know. He s ta te d  th a t  no Cherokee court would defy the  Ross fa c tio n , 
and even the  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f g e ttin g  a t r i a l  and conviction in  Arkansas fo r  
th e  murder o f Major Ridge was remote since  w itnesses "would not from the
popularity  of the  murderers and of t h e i r  a c ts ,  f e e l  secure in  appearing
22ag a in st them,"
Others in  Indian T errito ry  disagreed with Arbuckle, Ever pleased 
w ith Cherokee p rospects , Montfort Stokes a sse rted  th a t  since  the  Ross
19Wm, H olt e.t, a l .  Report, U, S, House o f R epresen tatives, 26th 
Cong,, 1 s t S e ss ,, Document 188, 59,
20 R eso lu tiœ s o f  Old S e t t le r s ,  7 Feb, 1% 0, L ,R ,0 ,I ,A ,, R, 84, 
Arbuckle to  J ,  R, P o in se tt, 8 Feb. 1840, ib id ,
^̂ M, Arbuckle to  J , R, Poinsett, 10 Feb, 1840, ib id .
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Party had about 16,000 supporters and th e  opposing fac tio n  had only 6,000
93a compromise must be w ro u ^ t which would give Ross dominance.
Rcss pursued h is  program in  Washington by presen ting  a p e ti t io n  
fo r  th e  emigrants which was designed to  give him la s tin g  co n tro l o f the  
na tion . Reviewing th e  removal, emphasizing th e  num erical in f e r io r i ty  of 
the  opposing fa c tio n s , and p ro tes tin g  th e  in te rfe ren ce  o f m ilita ry  o f f i ­
c e rs , Ross contended th a t  the  union o f th e  nation  was complete and should 
be recognized. He denied any p a rt  in  any murders and sa id  th a t  rumors and 
im aginative f ic t io n  had exaggerated h is  n a tio n ’s tro u b le s . On b eh a lf of 
h is  government, Ross urged th a t  the  Ibiited S ta tes  pay th e  na-tion fo r  lo s t  
E astern lands and fo r  unpaid removal expenses; th a t  a  " s a tis fa c to ry  defin­
i t io n  o f tenure" fo r  t h e i r  land in  Indian T errito ry  be o u tlin ed  so  th a t
i t  could n o t be se ized  l ik e  a l l  th e i r  o th er land had been; th a t  an e x p li­
c i t  d e fin itio n  o f th e  re la tio n sh ip  e x is te n t between the  Cherokee Nation
and th e  Uhited S ta te s  be d e ta ile d ; and tira t  removal expenses be s e t t le d
24under the provisions o f  h is  agreement w ith General S co tt.
D isturbed by R oss's a c t iv i ty .  Secretary  o f War P o in se tt momentar­
i ly  resolved to  give the  m ilita ry  absolu te  co n tro l over Cherokee a f f a i r s .
He sa id  1hat since  "the  d i f f ic u l t ie s  o rig in a tin g  th e re  fron  th e  ty ran n i­
c a l and oppressive conduct o f the  em igrating party  towards the  o ld  s e t t l e r s
a re  not y e t ad ju sted , I  th ink  i t  proper to  confide t h e i r  se ttlem en t a l to -
25gether to  th e  m ili ta ry  a u th o rity  in  ih a t  se c tio n ."  Following th is
^^Montfort Stokes to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 12 Feb. 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84. 
94 Cherokee Memorial, 28 Feb. 1840, U. S. House o f R epresen tatives, 
26th Congress, 1 s t S e s s . , Document 129 (Washington, 1840), 2-10.
R. P o in se tt to  T. H» Crawford, 6 March 1840, U. S. House o f 
R epresentatives, 26th Congress, 1 s t S e ss ., Document 188, 153; L .R .O .I.A .,
R. 84.
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decision , Agent Stokes was re liev ed  o f h is  o f f i c ia l  du ties w ith th e  gcv-
emment, and i t  appeared as i f  Arbuckle would a t  l a s t  ge t the  au th o rity
he coveted in  the  n a tio n .
Arbuckle supported th e  Old S e t t l e r  delegation  in  Washington and
27s te a d fa s tly  blamed John Ross personally  fo r  th e  n a tio n 's  dilemma. In
the  second week of March, Dutch and h is  Western Cherokee comrades sought
- 28an appointment w ith R o in se tt, while th e  confusion prompted both -the
United S ta tes Senate and th e  Mouse of R epresentatives to  demand some ex-
29planation  o f tdie Cherokee s i tu a tio n .
Confronted by d iv is ions a t  hcmie and opposition from the govern­
ment in  Washington, a le s s e r  man than John Ross n ig h t have despaired. 
Though discouraged by P o in se tt’s decision to  e n tru s t  -the m ilita ry  with 
the  organization o f a new government in  th e  na tion  sp e c if ic a lly  exclud­
ing him self and W. S. Coodey,^'^ Ross re ta in e d  h is  courage and in s is te d  
th a t  he was th e  leg itim a te  c h ie f . Yet he was no t the  only determined 
Qierckee, fo r  "each s id e ,"  an o f f ic ia l  rep o rted , was "tenacious o f i t s  
ground.
Continued d isturbances in  the  nation  em bittered a l l  fa c tio n s , 
and the  supposed peace was constan tly  sh a tte re d . Stand W atie’s b ro th e r,
H. Crawford to  M. S tokes, 7 March 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84. 
"̂̂ M. Arbuckle to  Brig. Gen. R. Jones, 22 March 1840, L .R .O .I.A .,
R. 84.
oo
Dutch e t .  a l .  to  Secretary o f War, 11 March 1840, ib id .
^^Senate R eso lu tion , 12 Tferch 1840, ib id . ; House R esolution, 23 
March 1840, ib id .
30John Ross to  Joseph Vann, 22 March 1840, J.R .P .
H. Crawford to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 30 March 1840, U. S. House 
o f R epresen tatives, 26-th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., Document 188, 3.
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Jd m , described th e  dangers o f liv in g  in  th e  na tion  and b i t t e r ly  a ttacked 
Ross:
. « , "the tim es a re  n o t much b e t te r  than they were when you l e f t  
us. For not more than four days ago, Jack Hawkins came veiy 
near being k i l le d  by a member o f th e  Ross party  S when th e  party  
th a t  came to  k i l l  him, found he had escaped, c a rr ie d  o f f  a trunk 
containing nearly  a l l  th a t  he was worth » . . .
We h ear th a t  Ross S h is  party  a re  no t received  by th e  Govern­
ment—as delegates—We hope—th a t  s u f f ic ie n t  evidence may be ob­
ta in ed  a g a in st Ross o f having been th e  so le  cause o f  th e  murders 
th a t  has been committed by h is  to o ls .
The Old S e t t le rs  denounced the  te rro rism  o f some em igrants, bu t 
they a lso  wanted money, and they demanded th a t  the  Lhited S ta tes pay them
gg •
$13,000 in  damages. They claimed th a t  they were happy to  share th e i r  
land with th e  em igrants, b u t they could no t to le r a te  oppression and t y r ­
anny. Reminding th e  a u th o ritie s  of th e  1839 murders, they  s a id , "Yes, 
th i s  i s  the  law o f  John Ross and h is  Cherokees! This i s  th e  bloocfy code 
to  which your m em orialists and th e  western Cherokees a re  to  submit !"^^
And what had th e  murdered Treaty Party leaders done to  m erit death? "They
g  c
had opposed th e  course o f Ross—th a t  was t h e i r  s in ."  And what happened 
to  th e  murderers? "And thus i s  he h e re , th e  defender o f a ssa ss in a tio n , 
th e  p ro te c to r  of a ssa ss in s .
With the  Old S e ttle rs  and the  Treaty Party  rece iv ing  a  hearing in  
Washington, General Arbuckle determined to  form a Cherokee government in  
th e  na tion . He c a lle d  a Fort Gibson meeting o f  the  ch ie fs  o f both th e
Moore and John Watie to  Stand WatrLe, 31 March 1840, R.N.P.
^^Dutch e t .  to  T. H. Crawford, 19 March 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
34Western Cherokee Memorial, 1 A pril 1840, U. S. House of Represen­
ta t iv e s ,  28th Cong., 1 s t  S e s s ., Document 162 (Washington, 1840), 13.
^^Ib id . , 14.
^^Ib id ., 15.
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37emigrants and th e  Old S e t t le r s .  Sentiment ag a in st Jc±in Ross was in -  
38creasing , bu t th e  p o s s ib il i ty  of m ilita ry  ru le  and an inposed government 
was even le s s  desired  by most Cherokees.
M issionaries received th e i r  inform ation about the  n a tio n 's  a f f a i r s
through rumor—as d id  most Cherokees—and were understandably concerned
39about t h e i r  people. Most o f them, l ik e  n eu tra ls  in  war, remained unin­
volved in  o rder to  avoid antagonizing any f a c t i o n , b u t  o thers f e l t  com­
p e lled  to  speak ou t aga in st murder and v i o l e n c e . D .  S. Butrick argued
42th a t  th e  lavra o f th e  Eastern Cherokees could hard ly  apply in  the  West, 
bu t a Cherokee preacher, Stephen Foreirian, lamented th e  "unsettled" condi­
tio n  o f h is  na tion  and p ro tes ted  " th a t some of your m issionaries a re  med-
43dling  too  much w ith the  p o l i t ic a l  a f fa irs  c f  th i s  n a tio n ."
Despite th e i r  aversion to  Jd in  Ross, fed era l o f f ic ia l s  f in a l ly
. 4 4recognized him as the only person capable o f u n itin g  the  n a ticn . He 
argued persuasively  and a ttra c te d  in f lu e n tia l  supporters by contending 
th a t  "among ourselves th e re  i s  nothing in  th e  way o f t r a n q u il i ty  b u t the
^^M. Arbuckle to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 13 A pril 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
qo
Jacob Hitchcock to  D. Greene, 14 A pril 1840, C.M.P., X.
qq
D. L. Butrick Journal, 15 A pril 1840, ib id . , IV.
^^S. A. W orcester to  David Greene, 18 Feb. 1840, ib id . , X.
41
D. L. Butrick to  David Gre.ene, 21 A pril 1840, ib id .
42D. S. Butrick to  David Greene, ib id .
43Stephen Foreman to  David Greene, 23 A pril 1840, ib id . ; Foreman 
may have been th ink ing  o f Cephas Washburn, a  strong  anti-R oss m issionary 
who had m in istered  to  th e  Old S e ttle rs  since  th e i r  a r r iv a l  in  Indian 
T errito ry .
H. Crawford to  Stand Watie, 18 April 1840, C.N.P.
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wrongheadedness o f  a very few, too  inconsiderable to  be regarded as a 
p a rty , b u t deriv ing  iirportance in  t h e i r  ovm eyes, and in  t h e i r  e f fe c t
upon our n a tio n 's  p rospects, from the  support of th e  United S ta tes  Gov-
M-5emment." Ross clair.ied th a t  one-half of the Cherokee government was 
composed o f  rep resen ta tiv es from th e  Old S e t t le r s ;  fo r  eiriphasis he d is­
to r te d  th e  t ru th  and a sse rted  t h a t  h a lf  of the  rep re sen ta tiv e s  e t  the
hp
convention whidi estab lished  the  union in  the  t e s t  were Old S e t t le r s .  "
Tnus they should have nothing to  complain about! lie defended th e  much-
decried decree o f pardon as app liceb le  to  a l l  Cherokees and denounced
the a c t iv i ty  o f  General Arbuckle, Ihoug/i thie Western Cherokees were
troublesom e, Rcss blamed the  Treaty Party  fo r  in s t ig a tin g  most o f the
n a tio n 's  problems. Commenting on th e  memorial composed by Dutch and the
Old S e t t le r s ,  he sa id :
I t  i s  a  t is s u e  of m isrepresentations aga in st us and our country, 
and a mass o f extravagant cla im s, ca lcu la ted  to  destroy a l l  hope, 
o f peace among us fo r  ever, i f  supported by the  a u th o r i t ie s  h e re , 
as th e  s igners  have been in  th e  w est, where Fort Gibson has been 
t h e i r  lead ing  place o f rençtezvous, and i t s  commandant apparently  
t h e i r  p r in c ip a l d irector.*^ '
Concluding h is  argument ag a in st government p o licy , Ross s ta te d :
Thus have we shown Ih a t th e re  are  tvo schemes a t  t h i s  moment 
e i th e r  before the Cherokees, o r  on th e i r  way to  them—th e  one of 
subverting  our government, and c o n s titu tio n , and law s; o f  can­
c e llin g  th e  au lh o rity  o f our ch e ifs  ; and o f forcing  upon us a 
new government, a  new c o n s titu tio n , and new lavTs, from the  War 
Department; and th e  o th e r  o f dismembering our possessions to  
g lu t  th e  cravings o f c e r ta in  a g ita to r s .
^^Jchn Ross e t ,  to  John B e ll, 20 A pril 1840, U. S. House of 
R epresen tatives, 26th Cong., 1 s t  S e ss ., Document 222 (Washington, 1840), 1.
46
Ib id . , 2.
^^Ibid. , 9.
48 I b id . , 10.
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Dsteraiined to  implement th e  po licy  so feared  by Ross, General 
Arbuckle supervised a meeting o f Old S e t t le r  and emigrant rep resen ta ­
t iv e s  a t  Fort Gibson. A lth o u ^  i t  would have been id e a l i f  m ajo rity  ru le  
had proved possib le  and e q u itab le , th is  had proven im possib le, and Arbuckle 
suggested th a t  a t  le a s t  o n e -th ird  o f  -the n a tio n 's  o f f ic ia ls  must be Old 
S e t t le r s ;  th a t  the  es tab lish ed  government must ensure "the sa fe ty  and tra n ­
q u i l i ty  o f the  na tion ; th a t  n e ith e r  Jchn Ross nor William Coodey could 
hold  o f f ic e  since  they were so co n tro v e rs ia l th a t  peace could not be a t ­
ta in e d  w ith them in  responsib le  p o s itio n s ; th a t  the  c o n s titu tio n  approved 
on January 15, 18*40, should be acceptable to  a l l  Cherokees; t h a t  th e  
United S ta te s  would care fo r  ind igen t Cherokees but th a t  th e  money must
be provided by the  na tio n ; and th a t  the  am y could help the  n a tio n  get
*49
peacefu lly  s e t t le d .  The Old S e t t le r  delegates approved A rbuckle 's pro­
posal and agreed to  follow h is  plan,^*^ b u t the  emigrant rep re sen ta tiv e s  
refused  to  adopt it^ ^  and th e  meeting adjourned inconclusively .
VJhile the  delegates pondered A rbuckle's proposals a t  Gibson, Ross 
and Coodey charged l ik e  vo lun teer firemen to  the  defense o f th e  e stab ­
lish e d  government. Coodey argued th a t  i f  th e  United S ta tes  could elim ­
in a te  d is lik e d  Cherokee o f f ic ia l s  i t  m i^ t  ju s t  as w ell appoint i t s  fa -
52v o rite s  and abo lish  th e  facade of democretic e le c tio n s . "The despotism 
o f th e  bayonet," he continued, " is  tram melling our r ig h t  o f thought and
Address o f M. Arbuckle, 21 A pril 18*40, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 8*4,
^^Andrew M. Vann e t .  a l , , Old S e t t le r  R esolutions, 2*4 A pril 18*40,
ib id .
51James S ta r r  e t .  a l . , Emigrant R esolutions, 25 A pril 18*40, ib id .
C O
W. s .  Coodey to  House o f R epresentatives Commission on Indian 
A ffa irs , H, R. Document 222, 19.
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l ib e r ty  o f speech, except among th e  favored few."^^ Other Ross men pro­
te s te d  A rbuckle's in te rfe re n ce  and concluded th a t  they had "the  utmost 
f a i th  in  h is  [Ross’s ]  tran sac tio n s  so f a r  as they a re  made p u b lic ,"  and 
would support him u n t i l  he was proved g u ilty  o f misconduct.
Anti-Ross Cherokees su ffe red  a setback when a group o f Old Set­
t l e r s  claimed th a t  the  delegation in  Washington did no t rep resen t them.. 
They accused th e  d e lega tion ’s lawyer. Colonel Stanbough, o f  s e lf is h ly  
m anipulating the  Old S e t t le r  case.^^ Cognizant o f  th is  problem, P o in sett
ordered Old S e t t le r  monies d is tr ib u te d  d ire c tly  to  th e  Indians ra th e r  than
57through t h e i r  lawyers. Everyone demanded money—Stand Watie declared 
th a t  h is  people’s " ru in , unless in  p a r t  remunerated w il l  be ccmplete."^^ 
But doubts concerning th e  m otivation o f both t i e  Old S e t t l e r  and Treaty 
Party  delegations mounted, and th e  government gradually  tu rned  to  Ross 
fo r  a so lu tio n .
Though Arbuckle by no means tempered h is  d is l ik e  fo r  Ross, he 
assured the  delegates a t  the  Gibson meeting th a t  the  government was no t 
determined to  e lim inate  him. completely. He re tre a te d  fron  h is  e a r l ie r  
p o sitio n  and suggested th a t  a new plan be adopted w ith th e  p rin c ip a l 
ch ie f rep resen ting  th e  emigrants and the  a s s is ta n t  c h ie f  rep resen ting  the  
Old S e t t le r s .  The Ross people objected to  t h i s ,  however, and refused  in
^̂ Ibid.
55
J .  Vann and Delegation to  M. Arbuckle, 22 A pril 1840, L .R .O .I.A .,
R. 84.
John Smith e t .  to  P. M. B u tle r, 22 A pril 1840, ib id .
57
J .  R. P o in se tt no te , 27 A pril 1840, ib id .
^^Stand Watie to  J . R. Poinsett, 26 April 1840, ib id .
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a "highly exceptionable" jnanner.^^ Brooding over th e i r  rep ly , Arbuckle
finla t e r  termed i t  a  "gross inproprle ty" and resolved to  oppose the  inde­
pendent-minded follow ers of th e  p rin c ip a l ch ie f.
Arbuckle opposed th e  Ross government because i t  had f a i le d , a f t e r  
eleven months o f ex is tence , to  re s to re  " ju s t ic e  and p rop rie ty  to  the  na­
t i o n . M o r e  ex ac tly , he siirply d is lik e d  Jchn Ross, fo r  he remarked:
I  have no t the  le a s t  doubt th a t  th e  friends o f  Mr. Ross a re  
governed in  a  g rea t measure by the  in s tru c tio n s  they have re ­
ceived frcm him, and ü ia t  the  o b jec t i s  to  delay a se ttlem ent 
o f the  d i f f ic u l t ie s  in  th e  Cherokee N ation; and to  preven t, i f  
p o ss ib le , a  Government being formed unless John Ross i s  placed 
a t  the  head o f i t .
Hoping to  a t  l e a s t  circumscribe the  a u th o rity  o f Ross, Arbuckle c a lle d  an­
o ther meeting (June 10, 1840) a t  Fort Gibson, where delegates from 1he 
fac tio n s could assemble and e s ta b lish  a government—i f  they hardened t h e i r  
h earts  and refused to  cooperate, he th rea tened  to  s p l i t  the  na tion  geogra­
p h ica lly  and give each side  ju r is d ic tio n  and autonomy vjithin i t s  a rea .^^
Facing th is  calam ity , the delegates determined to  do something con­
s tru c tiv e . On June 25, 1840, eleven Old S e t t le rs  and twelve emigrants 
signed an Act o f Ihion which o f f ic ia l ly  un ited  th e  nation—th e  th ird  
" o f f ic ia l"  union w ithin  a year! The emigrants s t i l l  claimed le g a l t i t l e  
to  the lands in  the  E as t, b u t they agreed to  share funcis gained from th a t  
claim on a per cap ita  basis  w ith th e  Western Cherokees. The Old S e t t le rs
Arbuckle to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 29 A pril 1840, ib id .
60
M. Arbuckle to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 6 May 1840, ib id .
Arbuckle to  Joseph Vann, 24 May 1840, ib id .
62j.
M̂. Arbuckle to  Joseph Vann, 2 June 1840, ib id .
^M. Arbuckle to  J .  R. P o in se tt, 27 May 1840, ib id . 
63.
15U
signed with, th e  reserv a tio n  th a t  a  m ajority  o f  th e  people must approve 
i t  before i t  would be recognized, bu t no vote was ever taken and th e  gov­
ernment was considered o f f ic ia l ,
The new c o n s t i tu t ia i  was a  copy o f  th a t  form ulated by th e  Ross 
delegates in  th e  September 6, 1839, convention, bu t the  Old S e t t le r s  fo r ­
mally approved i t  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e. The c o n s titu tio n  provided fo r  land 
in  coimon with p riv a te  property , e s tab lish ed  th e  N ational Conrnittee, Na­
t io n a l Council, Supreme Court, and ou tlined  th e  requirements fo r  voting 
end holding o f f ic e , The Old S e t t le rs  were a lso  guaranteed a " ju s t  pro­
portion  o f the  o f f ic e rs  and rep resen ta tio n  in  th e  Government o f th e  Nation 
fo r  the  f i r s t  c o n s titu tio n a l term ,"^^
The Old S e t t le rs  promptly se le c te d  Andrew Vann as A ssis'tant Prin­
c ip a l Chief, and the  emigrants n a tu ra lly  picked John Ross as P rin c ip a l 
6 7Chief, Arbuckle re.sigied him self to  the  s i tu a t io n  with t ig h t- l ip p e d  
d is passion and t h o u ^ t  i t  was possib ly  the  b e s t so lu tio n  while D, S, But­
r ic k  hoped " th a t  th e  n a tio n a l d i f f ic u l t i e s  a re  now s e t t l e d ,  S th e  ha tchet 
amicably b u r i e d , T h e  hopes o f Butridc and o thers m ateria lized  through­
ou t the summer o f  1840 as Cherokees accepted the  p o l i t i c a l  se ttlem en t and
b u i l t  th e i r  hemes and t i l l e d  th e i r  s o i l .  I so la te d  murders and violence
go
occurred, " but they ladced p o l i t ic a l  s ig n ifican ce—though one o f th e
^ \ c t  o f Union, 26 June 1840, L ,R ,0 ,I ,A ,, R, 84,
^^C onstitu tion o f the  Cherokee N ation , ib id ,
®^Act o f  Ih io n , 26 June 1840, ib id ,
M, Arbuckle to  J ,  R, P o in se tt, 28 June 1840, ib id ,
S, Butrick to  David Greene, Cherokee Missionary Papers, X,
69Anonymous to  frien d  [Stand Watie? ] ,  29 May 1840, C,N,P, ; M, 
Arbuckle to  B rig, Gen, R, Jones, 27 Oct, 1840, L ,R ,0 ,I ,A ,, R, 84.
155
victim s was a so ld ie r  s trip p ed  o f h is  belongings and t ie d  to  a t r e e  fo r
70two days which ind ica ted  some a n ti-m il i ta ry  sentiment*
71The United S ta tes refused  to  recognize John Ross as c h ie f , but 
he a c tu a lly  was and. addressed the  annual N ational Assembly in  October as 
such* He congratu lated  everyone fo r  the  peaceful months follow ing th e  
June a c t  o f  union, and he promised to  press d il ig e n tly  Cherokee claim s fo r  
compensation in  Washington. He t r ie d  to  e^qplain the  n a tio n ’s f in a n c ia l  
a f f a i r s ,  bu t he l e f t  most questions unanswered—except fo r  th e  im plica-
79t io n  th a t  the  United S tates s t i l l  otved th e  Cherokees fo r  removal ejq^enses.
Ih it in g  behind Ross, th e  N ational Council resolved th a t  "no e x te r­
n a l au tho rity"  could d isplace o r  re fu se  to  recognize tfie n a tio n 's  P r in c i-
70
p a l Chief. Acknowledging th e  in te rn a l  peace ivithin. the  n a tio n , th e  War
74Department ordered th a t  funds be. d is tr ib u te d  once, again. An o ld  fr ien d
o f th e  Cherokees, John Howard Payne, v is i te d  them in  the  f a l l  o f  18M-0 and
commented th a t  although most o f  the  Cherokees were s t i l l  "unse ttled"  they
were "enrossed in  personal a f f a i r s —p u ttin g  up cab in s,—fencing and farm- 
75in g ,—and so on."
A closing  in c id en t in  1840 in d ica ted  both the n a tio n ’s skin-deep
Arbuckle to  Andrew M. Vann, 10 Oct. 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
71
Martin Van Buren Statem ent, 2 Sept. 1840, H. R. Document 1098,
16; VJm, Armstrong to  Cherokee Council, 24 Oct. 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 84.
72
Jchn Ross Address, Oct. 1840, H. R. Document 1098. 44-47.
73W. S. Coodey e t .  ^ . , re so lu tio n , 6 Nov. 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 85.
^^J. R. P o in se tt to  T. H. Crawford, 11 Nov. 1840, ib id . , R. 84.
Jchn Howard Payne l e t t e r ,  in  Grant Foreman, "John Howard Payne 
and th e  Cherokee Ind ians,"  The Anerican H is to r ic a l Review, XXXVII (Ju ly  
1932), 725.
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hazraony and underlying d isu n ity . One of the  signers c f  the  1835 t r e a ty ,  
A rd iilla  S r i th ,  a  t a l l ,  p assiona te , v io len t man renanned fo r  h is  marks­
manship and sharp-edged k n ife , was a rre s ted  fo r  "üre 1839 murder o f John 
Macintosh. Smith was a notorious braw ler who had been involved in  more 
fig h ts  tlian anyone in  Indian T e rr ito ry , but a "benty-man posse f in a l ly  
apprehended and brought him to  Tahlequah fo r  t r i a l .
The t r i a l  began on De.cember 15, 1840, and i t  n a tu ra lly  a tt ra c te d  
a tte n tio n  because of S i i th ’s Treaty Party a f f i l i a t io n .  Jchn Iiavard Payne
witnessed and described the  proceedings in  the  "log hut" courthouse "with
77a bare-ground, f lo o r ."  Looney P rice , a sso c ia te  judge o f the  Supreme. 
Court, p resided , and Isaac  Bushyhead, another Ross man, headed the  prose­
cution» Stand Watie and '•/illiam H olt, Treaty Party  lead e rs , defended 
Smith, who pleaded not g u ilty .
T hou^ the  charge was se rio u s , th e  t i i . a l  evidenced a p e cu lia r  
mark o f "Indian ju s t ic e ."
There was no appearance of b itr te r  fee lin g  on e i th e r  s id e . The 
accused and th e  judge and juiy; and sp e c ta to rs , a l l  seemed in  the  
b e s t o f humor w ith one another. The accused smoked much o f th e  
tim e; and h is  judge, and most of h is  ju ry , every novj and then 
would g e t up and go across the  log-court to  him with "Arley, len -  
me. your p ipe;"  and receive h is  pipe frar^ h is  mouth (as i s  the  
Indian custom); and rev e l in  the  loan o f a five, minutes* smoke.
A fter th ree  days o f  con trad ictory  testim ony, the  prosecution asked fo r
the  death p en a lty , and Stand Watie rose to  make h is  c losing  argument. The
normally ta c itu rn  W atie, who did "not profess to  be an o ra to r"  and spoke
"only because I  consider th a t  a  frien d  in  need i s  a  fr ien d  indeed,"
John Howard Payne, Indian J u s tic e ,  ed. Grant Foreman (Oklahoma 
C ity , 1934), 1-3.
77 .
Ib id . , 7.
78
Ib id ., 18.
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analyzed th e  evidence, pointed out how con trad ic to ry  and inconclusive i t
79appeared, and then  allowed Smith to  make a f in a l  sta tem ent. The ju ry
could not reach a  v e rd ic t, and thus the  judge, adjourned th e  court u n t i l
another ju ry  could be se lec ted . The second t r i a l  resembled the  f i r s t ,
but th is  time th e  ju ry  found Smith g u ilty  and sentenced him to  hang on
January 1 , 1841. Over 100 Cherokees (including  four o f  the  ju ry  which
80convicted him) signed a p e ti t io n  urging John Ross to  pardon Smith, but
PI
the ch ie f refused . A fter a desperate a tte n p t by Stand Watie to  b ribe
82the guard fa ile d  to  free  Smitli, he died on a "tree-limb gallows. Per­
haps more s ig n if ic a n t  than tire hanging was th e  peacefu l acceptance o f  the  
event by a l l  fa c tio n s . Union seemed as secure as freshly-hardened con­
c re te .
Viewing tire apparent union, Cherokees tu rned  to  th e i r  rou tine  do­
m estic a f f a i r s .  Though o f f ic ia l  estim ates placed the  n a tio n 's  population
83a t  25,911, th is  seems excessive. Despite t h e i r  feuds and d issensions, 
tire Cherokees were considered the "most enlightened Indian t r ib e ,"  whose
Oh
unity  made progress and p rosperity  imminent. T hcu^ th e re  were no towns 
of consequence in  Indian T e rr ito ry , aside  from loaksv i l l e  in  the Choctaw
79lb id . , 39-42.
S. Adair to  Jchn Ross, 30 Dec. 1840, J .R .P . ; Payne, Indian
J u s t ic e , 92.
^^Payne, Indian J u s tic e , 93.
^^Ib id . , 98-99.
^^Report o f th e  Commissioner o f  Indian A ffa irs , 1841, in  R.C.I.A. 
1824-41, 247.
^̂ Wm. Armstrong Report, 30 Sept. 1841, ib id . , 311.
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Nation and th e  Cherokee se ttlem ents a t  Park H ill  and T a h le q u a h ,w e a lth y
Cherokees e rec ted  su b s ta n tia l  houses and "even th e  canmon Cherokees" had
86"com fortable houses to  l iv e  in ,"  One e n th u s ia s tic  v i s i to r  a sse rte d  th a t  
" i f  th e  p resen t condition  o f  the  Cherokees could be sa fe ly  a t t r ib u te d  to  
an in h eren t capacity  o r  c ap a b ility  in  these  people . , , a  considerable
number o f th e  Cherokees would put to  the  blush  a la rg e  nunber o f our
87people." Others were ra th e r  le s s  e n th u s ia s tic :
Some of th ese  Indians . . . have very extensive fa ra s ;  but 
th e  mass o f  t h e i r  population extend th e i r  c u ltu re  no fu r th e r  
than they seem compelled by n ecessity . The t r a v e l l e r ,  passing  
th r o u ^  th e  Cherokee N ation, i s  s tru ck  w ith the  c o n tra s t be­
tween an occasional s ta te ly  dw elling, vjith an ex tensive  farm 
a ttach ed , and th e  m iserable hovels o f  th e  in d ig e n t, sometimes 
no t te n  fe e t  square , w ith a l i t t l e  patch o f com , scarce  la rg e  
en o u ^  fo r  a fam ily garden. In f a c t ,  among a l l  th e  t r ib e s  who 
have no s la v e s , what l i t t l e  th e re  i s  o f  c u lt iv a t io n , i s  mostly 
th e  work of women.
N evertheless, 1he Cherokees were considered by most people as 
ra th e r  c iv il iz e d —As Indians go a t  le a s t—and progressing as w ell as
QQ
could be expected. Dependent upon a g r ic u ltu re , th e  Cherokees s e t t l e d  
on t i l l a b l e  land and p lan ted  co tton , tobacco, and hemp. Since land was 
held  in  common,
to  prevent c o llis io n s  in  improvements, th e  f i r s t  occupant i s  
e n ti t le d  to  a c e r ta in  d istance in  every d ire c tio n . Among the 
Cherokees, no one can b u ild  w ith in  a q u a rte r  o f a m ile o f  th e
^^William Gragg, Commerce o f  the  P ra ir ie s  (D alles, 1933), 249,
86E, A, Hitchcodc to  J ,  C, Spencer, 21 Dec, 1841, in  Hitchcock, 
T raveler in  Indian T e rr i to ry , 244.
Arrostrong Report, 30 Sept. 1841, R.C.I.A, 1824-41, 312,
■ 88Gragg, Comm.erce o f thie P ra i.r ie s , 393,
A, Hitchcock to  J , C, Spencer, 2 Dec, 1841, U, S, House of 
R epresen tatives, 27tlr Cong,, 3d S e ss ,, Fra.uds upon th e  In d ian s , Document 
271, (Washington, 1843), 27,
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house, o r f ie ld  o f another; so , to  extend t h e i r  possession , th e  
more wealthy sanetimes make severa l iso la te d  inproveme.nts, s c a t­
te re d  in  d if fe re n t  d ire c tio n s , w ith in  h a lf  a mile o f each o ther.
The game o f in te rsp e rsed  fo re s ts  having now becone sca rce , 
and th a t  o f  th e  western p ra ir ie s  being too remote, th e  f ro n t ie r  
Indians have generally  tu rned  th e i r  a tte n t io n  to  a g r ic u ltu re , 
and to  "the ra is in g  o f stock  ;q ^ d  most o f  them have large  numbers 
o f  h o rses , c a t t l e ,  and hogs.
Though economic advances s a t is f ie d  some, o thers knew th a t  the  move 
toward enduring c iv i l iz a t io n  had to  cane through education. Before the re ­
moval controversy, m ission-insp ired  education was popular and received  mudn
91a tte n tio n  and support. In  1841, th e re fo re , th e  N ational Council estab ­
lish e d  eleven public  schools under the  d ire c tio n  o f a Superintendent o f Ed-
92ucation  and provided fo r  the  finances fron  th e  n a tio n a l fund —years before
the  United S ta te s  even e s tab lish ed  a N ational Bureau o f Education I Within
93two y ea rs , some 500 Cherokee youngsters were in  school. A ll bu t two o f 
the  system’s teachers were w h i t e a n d  although one of them was q u ite  d is ­
s a t is f ie d  ivith th e  acadejnic le v e l o f the  education o f f e r e d , i t  e ffe c tiv e ly  
improved th e  n a tio n ’s c u ltu ra l  le v e l.
Though the  Cherdcees may no t have been g rea t sc h o la rs , they were 
e ffe c tiv e  speakers and emphasized fo ren s ic s . "Bold, b r ie f  and e a rn e s t, they 
adapt th e i r  ideas and expressions with uniform t a c t  to  th e  na tu re  o f t h e i r
^% regg. Commerce of th e  P r a i r ie s , 394.
^^Cherokee Phoenix, 12 Aug. 1829,
92S. Foremen to  P. M. B u tle r, 5 Ju ly  1843, L .R .O .I.A ,, R. 87;
Bass, Cherokee Messenger, 300.
93s. Foreman to  P. M. B u tle r, 5 Ju ly  1843, L .R .O .I.A ., 87.
Ŝ Ibid.
Charles P u lsifer to  David Greene, 2 Feb. 1844, C.M.P., X.
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su b je c t, and the  c h arac te r o f  th e i r  h e a re rs ,—and always stop when they 
have done."^^
Enjoying o ra to ry , the  Cherokees re fra in ed  from showmanship, fo r
men observed "a q u ie t demeanor," "a sedate dignity" in  th e  educated Chero-
97kees—"when not engaged in  a quarrel" -tiiat i s .  Another w itness admitted 
th a t  the  Cherokees were o f  th e  f i r s t  o rder in  "refinement" bu t contended
th a t  th e  Choctaws excelled  them in  " industry , m orality , and so b rie ty ,"  and
98were "the  most q u ie t and C h ris tian -lik e  Indians o f the  border."  Consid­
ered "kindhearted , honest and ju s t"  by an a r y  in v e s tig a to r , the  Cherokees 
no doubt were "qu ite  as remarkable fo r  t ru th  and s im p lic ity  o f ch arac te r
QQ
as th e i r  white neighbors."
In  many a re a s , the  Cherokees resembled th e i r  white neighbors mor%
then the  w ild p la in s Ind ians. For one th in g ,
many of th e  in f lu e n tia l  people in  the  Cherokee na tion  are  h a lf -  
breeds. They a re  a free  minded, free  s p ir i te d  people very l i t t l e  
shackled by th e  conventional forms and on any su b jec t they rea d ily  
h i t  upon the  strong  po in ts end take l i t t l e  heed o f  minor consider­
a tio n . They seem to  be industrious and o rderly .
Indeed, "a t r a v e le r ,  judging from appearance, might suppose th a t  one-ha lf 
o f th e  Cherokee population have more o r le ss  o f vzhite blood. Many o f
1he Cherokees spoke only English in  t i e i r  hones and dressed l ik e  American 
96
P. M. B u tle r to  T. H. Crawford, /'snnual Report, 30 Sept. 1844, 
L .R .O .I.A ., R. 88.
Q7
Hitchcock, T raveler in  Indian T e r r i 33,
98Gregg, Canmerce o f the  P ra i r ie s , 399.
A. Hitchcock to  J ,  C. Spencer, 3 June 1842, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 86. 
^Hitchcock, 6 Dec. 1841, Traveler in  Indian T e rr ito ry , 48.
Ilian  H. Goode, Outposts of Zion, 60.
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frontiersm an, bu t o f course many o f  th e  fu ll-b lo o d s s t i l l  spoke only
th e i r  ancien t tongue and wore a dud<skin o r  ca lico  h u n tin g -sh ir t and
102covered th e i r  heads with "a fancy-colored shawl o r  handkerchief,"
The c u ltu ra l  and educational advance o f th e  Cherokees was th e  re ­
s u l t ,  to  a g re a t ex ten t a t  l e a s t ,  o f  f a i th f u l  m issionaries who labored to  
bring  the  Indians from darkness to  l ig h t .  In 1816, the  ob jec tive  o f  the  
American Board fo r  the  Cherokees was " to  make the  whole t r ib e  E nglish in
th e i r  language, c iv il iz e d  in  th e i r  h a b its ,  and C hristian  in  t h e i r  r e l i -  
103gion," To a remarkable ex ten t they  succeeded. Though the  American 
Board seemed to  envision "the p a r t ic u la r  type o f sa lv a tio n  th a t  New Eng­
land knew"^*^  ̂ when i t  began i t s  m ission to  th e  Cherokees, o th e r  churches 
entered the  f ie ld  and the Cherolcees ware profoundly a ffec ted  by th e  Chris­
t ia n  message.
Though perhaps only 1,000 Qrerokees were church members in  1830, 
the  churches grew, tra in ed  n a tiv e  p reachers, and even influenced some who 
re ta in ed  th e i r  na tive  re lig io n . Samuel W orcester, though he could re p o rt 
only 194 members " in  good standing" in  1841,^^^ labored fo r  th e  American 
Board by teach ing , preaching, and pub lish ing  re lig io u s  m a te ria ls . By 1845, 
W orcester’s press a t  Park H ill  had published over 1,000,000 pages o f  mater­
i a l ,  and i t s  im pact, l ik e  th e  l e t t e r s  o f S t. Paul, could no t be measured
107by membership in  churches.
102Gregg, Commerce o f th e  P r a i r ie s , 394.
103Bass, Cherokee Messenger, 31.
^°^ Ib id . , 29.
^^^S. A. W orcester to  lAftn. S. Coodey, Cherokee Phoenix, 8 May 1830.
lOGg, A. Worcester Report, The Missionary H erald, 1841, 473.
107 Bass, Cherokee Messenger, 303.
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Melhodist and B ap tist pnaachers successfu lly  won c o n v erts , and
10 8■the native  preachers were p a r t ic u la r ly  e ffe c tiv e . The Cherokees lik ed
m issionaries and Christianity ,̂ but they rssen ted  any p o l i t i c a l  maneuvers
109by i iin is te rs  o f •the vJord, Kbrnvians had been "the f i r s t  to  reach the
Cherokees in  "the E as t, and some of these  dedicated C hristians accompanied
"the removing Ind ians; "their f i r s t  rrdssion a t  Barren Fork (near present-day
P ro c ter, on Barren Fork River in  Adair Ctoun-ty) proved m a la ria -in fe s ted ,
and they moved to  Bea-ttie ' s P ra ir ie  and o%)ened a school,^^^ In  1843, Mew
Springplace was e s tab lish ed  tv;en'ty-one m iles south o f B e a t t ie 's  P ra ir ie
111and became a  cen te r  f o r  ’the Moravian Cherokees. S'tand W atie 's paren ts
112joined "the church a t  Springplace. The fu ll-b lo o d  supporters o f  John 
Ross were u sua lly  Me'thodis'ts and B ap 'tists.
One B ap'tist m issionary, Evan Jones, had no l i t t l e  d i f f ic u l ty  
stay ing  in  -the n a tio n . The "p rin c ip a l Missionary among th e  Cherokees" 
fo r  the  B ap 'tis ts , Jones was accused by seme Cherokees o f  immorality and 
murder; he a lso  had favored th e  anti-rem oval Cherokees and thus aroused 
th e  enmity o f  the  Treaty Party . P ro te s ts  from sc an d a l-re lish in g  c r i t i c s  
stim ulated  th e  United S ta te s  to  t r y  and exclude Jones from the  na tion
S. Butzidc to  David Greene, C.M.P., X.
109E. B u tle r to  Greene, 1 Jan. 1840, ib id ,
^^*^Edmund Schwarze, H istory o f  Moravian laissions among th e  Southern 
Indian Tribes o f  th e  United S ta tes  (Bethlehan, f a .  ) ,  228-233 ; M urial W r i^ t ,  




113u n t i l  th e  controversy was so lved , bu t th e  B ap tists conducted an in v e s t­
ig a tio n  and declared th a t  "tdie charges were " u t te r ly  fa lse  and groundless
114and th a t  he enjoys "the f u l l  confidence o f th e  Cherokee N ation." Jones 
was no doubt innocent o f  the  charges, bu t th e  in c id en t i l l u s t r a te s  th a t  
the  Cherokees divided re lig io u s ly  over the p o l i t i c a l  schism and never h e s i­
ta te d  to  defame p o l i t ic a l  foes regard less o f t h e i r  s ta tu re .
For th e  most p a r t ,  however, th e  m issionaries stayed a p a rt from 
th e  n a tio n 's  p o l i t ic a l  squabbles and discussed them only re lu c ta n tly . They 
liv ed  s e l f l e s s , dedicated l iv e s  and were loved by many o f th e i r  Indian con­
v e rts . L ife was sometimes harsh  in  Indian T e rr ito ry , and many grew d is ­
couraged. Seme lo s t  loved ones. Dr. W orcester's w ife , Ann, died in  1840 
while giving b i r th  to  a  c h ild , and Samuel vnrote "from the depths o f  a f f l i c ­
tio n . I t  has pleased rty Heavenly Father to  give me a w ife, and iry ch ild ren  
a  mother, of no ordinary excellence and value. The Lord gave and the  Lord 
hath  taken away. Blessed be the  Name, o f th e  Lord."^^^
Dedicated m issionaries l ik e  W orcester deserve c re d i t  in  p a r t  fo r
so c ia l reform w ith in  the  na tion . Thou^n the  Indians were o ften  cheated by
116whites and corrupted through drink and gambling, the. na tion  t r ie d  to  
stop  these e v ils .  A tenperance so c ie ty  was formed (a "cold w ater army")
117
and e n lis te d  nearly  3,000 members by 1845. The United S ta te s  agent
^^%erman Lincoln to  T. H. Crawford, 1 June 1840, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 
84; Lucius Belles to  T. H. Crawford, 16 May 1839, ib id . ; J .  R. P o in se tt to  
Herman Lincoln, 6 June 1840, ib id .
^ ^ T . H. Crawford to  Jchn B e ll, 24 March 1841, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 85.
^^^Bass, Cherokee Messenger, 216.
^^^Gregg, Commerce o f the  P r a i r ie s , 396.
P. M. Butler Report, R.C.I.A., 1845, 511.
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t r ie d  to  exclude a l l  white tra d e rs  who were no t o f "good charac ter and
118industrious h a b i t s a n d  th e  N ational Council p roh ib ited  by law the 
"in troduction  and vending o f sp iri.tous liq u o rs ,
Like iTiany so c ia l reform s, these  were often  disregarded. The na­
t io n  continued to  have problems with drink and i t s  unscrupulous venders, 
bu t a t  le a s t  one observer toured  t i e  na tion  without encountering a. drunken
Cherokee and c a lle d  t h e i r  assembly in  Tahlequah as "orderly" as he had 
120ever seen. With some re se rv a tio n s , one could conclude, with Ethan /LLlan
Hitchcock, t i a t  the  Cherokees' "hab its o f l i f e  appear simple and n a tu ra l,
121Savage customs and manners have disappeare.d,"
llGp. K, B utler o rd e r, 16 Dec, 1841, L ,R ,0 ,I ,A ,, R, 86,
119
An Act P roh ib iting  th e  In troduction  end Vending of S p irltous 
Liquors, 25 Oct, 1841, Laws o f th e  Cherdcee N ation, 1839-1867, 28-29,
^^% itchcock. T raveler in  Indian T e rr ito ry , 49,
^^^ Ib id ; Hitchicock's thoughts on the  Cherokee c iv i l iz a t io n  can 
a lso  be found in  E, A, Hitchcock Journal, Hitchcock C ollection , Library 
o f Congress,
aiAPIER X 
A PRESIDENT INJECTS AN ISSUE
That which i s  crooked cannot be made s t r a ie n t :  
and th a t  which i s  wanting cannot be numbered.
—E cclesias tes
Despite ind ica tions o f p ro sperity  in  the  Cherokee N ation, the  
q u ie t mask o f w ell-being only v e iled  th e  enduring p o l i t i c a l  d iscon ten t. 
Segments o f  the na tion  de tested  th e  union o f  1840, and renewed s t r i f e  was 
in e v ita b le . During 1841 a conspiracy ag a in st th e  government and th e  per­
son o f John Ross was unearihed and a government committee which met a t  
Tahlequah determined to  quash th e  purported u p ris in g . The committee 
s ta te d  th a t  i t  had learned from, "unquestionable au th o rity "  t h a t  John Ross 
and o th e r  n a tio n a l leaders ware endangered by a "conspiracy ." Thou^r no t­
ing "the  madness and fo lly  o f the  conspiracy," committee members resolved 
to  send a delegation  to  dissuade suspected consp ira to rs from t h e i r  ac tio n . 
S t i l l  more, i t  was resolved " to  organize committees to  p ro te c t th e  public  
peace and sa fe ty  and to  prevent obstructions being thrown in  th e  way of 
pub lic  b u siness. " Thus " in  the  event o f  undoubted evidence o f any h o s t i le  
movement on th e  p a r t  o f  a fo resa id  co n sp ira to rs ,"  such ac tio n  would be con­
sidered  crim inal and punishable by death. ̂
^Resolution by Committee in  Behalf o f th e  People, 16 Jan . 1841, 
C.N.P. ; M iscellaneous L e tte rs  and Documents Concerning Early Cherokees, 
N ortheastern S ta te  College, Tahlequah, Oklahoma.
165
166
Committee members valued th e  liv e s  o f  Cherokee o f f ic ia ls  "o f too
much importance to  the  general w elfare  to  be l e f t  open to  th e  malace of a
2
few misguided d isa ffe c te d  in d iv id u a ls"  and resolved to  arm companies pre­
pared fo r  any emergency. Ross people believed  th a t  the  Treaty Pari?/, l ik e  
a  cunning f i f th  column, was planning a coup de main, and the com nittee ' s 
ac tio n  branded tlie a lleged  in surgen ts t r a i to r s  and s ta rte  d a campai go 
ag a in st then-.
Periiaps tiie campaign succeeded, fo r  no conspiracy developed. Lewis
Rcss reported  th a t  alUiou^ii Itand  Vetie and h is  friends had planned to  k i l l
a  number of trie n a tio n 's  le a d e rs , some c f  th e i r  friends had reported  the
p lo t  because they " f e l t  th a t  t h e i r  ov.n sa fe ty  would be jeapordised  by sudi
and a c t  and tiie rsfo re  the  in fo rria ti  on was given us no t from any love of 
3u s ."  In accordance with the  corxn ittee 's decision , "po lice  companies are 
organized throughout tlie na tion  and th e  f i r s t  th re a t  th a t  may be made by 
any one of those fellow s w il l  be followed with Judge Lynches Law. I  th ink  
they  w ill  be compelled to  leave th e  country." As a r e s u l t  o f  e i th e r  the 
Ross P a r ty 's  shew o f  fo rce  of th e  Treaty P a r ty 's  reluctance, to  defy the  
estab lishm ent, no in c id en ts  occurred a t  th is  "time, bu t the  p o rten t was ob­
vious: the  nation  was only nomina].ly un ited .
Escaping th e  n a tio n 's  tu rm o il, John Ross again journeyed to  Wash­
ington  in  1841, where he hoped to  c o lle c t  funds fo r  both th e  na tion  and 
Iiim self, ̂  He hoped to  p r o f i t  frcm h is  friendsh ip  w ith Williairi Henry
Zjbid.
3
Lewis Ross to  John, 9 Feb. 1841, Hargett Collection.
^Ibid.
^John Ross e t . to  John B ell, 27 March 1841, L.R.O.I.A., R, 85.
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H arrison, but the  P re s id en t’s death forced Ross to  hope fo r  a "kind-
hearted  friend" in  h is  successor, John T yler. Ross again recounted h is
people’s h is to ry —how a th riv in g  c iv i l iz a t io n  in  the  E ast was sh a tte red
by "one o f th e  nost monstrous p o l i t i c a l  frauds which ever s ta in ed  the
page of h is to ry ."^  Like u n ju stly  imprisoned conv ic ts , Cherokees demanded
compensation fo r  th e i r  su ffe rin g s , fo r
When a whole people, in  the  m idst o f p ro sp e rity , and against 
whom no offence, has been a lleg ed , a re  se n t, a t  a time o f pro­
found peace, and against the f a i th  o f  t r e a t i e s ,  to  s u f f e r ,— 
and to  see "üieir wives and ch ild ren  and a l l  n eares t and dear­
e s t  to  them,—forced to  s u f f e r ,—agonies and s ig h ts  l ik e  
th e s e ,—to  endure i s  not easy; y e t s t i l l  th e  Cherokees went 
through i t  a l l .  S i r ,  in  the  hope th a t  the  United S ta tes  would 
u ltim ate ly  be j u s t . '
At le a s t  p a rt  o f  the  problem would be so lved , Ross be lieved , i f  
the  Uhited S ta tes  would completely pay fo r  tire rénovai and withdraw the
Q
am y—a gnavdng i r r i t a t l c n  to  Cherokees—from tTie na tion . General 
Arbuckle p a r tic u la r ly  i r r i t a t e d  Ross, and th e  ch ie f accused him o f dup li­
c ity  and incompetence v/ith enough conviction to  win in f lu e n tia l  supporte rs ; 
a f te r  th ir te e n  troublesome years of se rv ice  on the  f ro n t ie r ,  Arbuckle
thought he deserved more confidence and p ro tes ted  the  aspersions c a s t  upon
9him by c e r ta in  "enemies a t  Washington." Despite tdds p ro te s t ,  Cherokees 
suspected Arbuckle’s honesty since th e  general had cone to  h is  p o st $20,000 
in  debt and was now worth $40,000. The am y did not reward i t s  o f f ic e rs
^John Ross e t .  a l .  to  John B e ll, 15 Hay 1841, ib id .
7%bid.
^Ibid.
9Brevet Brig. Gen. Arbuckle to  Maj. Gen. A. Macomb, 26 May 1841, 
Copies o f  MSS in  A djt. Gen. O ffice , Oklahoma S ta te  H is to r ic a l Society ; 
Arbuckle to  Jchn T y ler, 26 May 1840, i b i d . , 82.
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"that handsoiely (AriDuckle received $1500 annually) and Cherokees concluded 
he was somehow g e ttin g  th e i r  m o n e y .A rb u c k le * s  an tag o n is t, John Ross, 
stayed in  Washington fo r  s ix  months w ilhout gaining h is  o b jec tiv e s . The 
bu reaucra tic  wheels revolved slcw ly, i f  a t  a l l ,  so  he decided to  re tu rn  
to  the  nation—though he s t i l l  determined to  get a  " la s tin g  trea ly "  fron 
the  United S ta te s .
But the  United S ta tes had o ther concerns than  a new tre a ty . Ru­
mors and p ro te s ts  of fraud s t i r r e d  the goven-iment to  i n i t i a t e  an in v e s ti­
gation  of removal expenses. Having expended sev e ra l hundre.d thousand 
d o lla rs  to  p rovision  the Ind ians, V/asliington o f f ic ia l s  demanded an account­
ing . Unscrupulous con tractors had p ro f i t te d  by using government provisions 
to  meet th e i r  con tracts and then charging them to  the  Cherokee Ration.
The firm  of Glasgo; and Harrison was p a r t ic u la r ly  suspect since  in s tru c ­
tio n s  from Major Rains to  Harrison to ld  ha-; to  defraud Indians: give, them
13only one-fourth to  one-t'nird the  s tip u la te d  p rov isions.
To in v es tig a te  the  m atter. Major Ethan A llen Hitchcod-c was ap­
pointed "sp ec ia l commissioner to  in v es tig a te  and rep o rt upon c e rta in  na t­
te r s  connected with our Indian re la tio n s  in  the  Southwest. A f a i r ,  per­
spicacious ovserver, Hitchcock entered the  na tion  and began so rtin g  the  
rumors and calumny l ik e  a d e tec tiv e . To a s s i s t  Hitchcock, a  newly-ap­
pointed agent fo r  th e  Cherokees, Pierce M. B u tler (a  former governor o f
^% itchcock. T raveler in  Indian T e rr i to ry , 94.
^^Jchn Ross e t .  a l .  to  John B e ll, 20 Aug. 1841, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 85.
^^Ibid.
^^John B ell to  Abraham M artin, 6 Sept. 1841, U. S. House o f Repre­
se n ta tiv e s , 27th Cong., 3d S e ss ., Report 271 (Washington, 1843), 28-31.
^^Albert M. Lea to  Major E. A. Hitchcock, 28 Sept. 1841, ib id . , 28.
169
South Carolina who would l a t e r  die in  the  Mexican Vv'ar), a rriv ed  in  the  
West a t  about the  same tim e,^^
Both men came ju s t  in  time to  w itness the  neai^overthrcw o f th e  
Ross government. E lections in  the  f a l l  o f 1841 gave th e  Treaty Party-O ld 
S e t t le r  c o a litio n  con tro l o f the  le g is la tu re ,  and th e  N ational Council de­
manded th a t  Ross as P rin c ip a l Chief pay ind iv idual Cherokees th e  per
16c ap ita  monies due them under th e  1835 t r e a ty . Sentiment favoring im­
mediate payment mounted, and th o u ^  some, council members who dared oppose
17John Ross were, th reatened  they had ra ised  an issu e  which could gain  t r i ­
b a l acceptance of the  1835 tr e a ty  and p o l i t ic a l  ascendency fo r  them selves.
Chief Ross shrewdly d iv erted  Cherokees' a tte n tio n  from th is  pro­
mise o f immediate gain to  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of g rea te r  fu tu re  rev/ard. He 
had long in s is te d  th a t  a new tre a ty  must be made vdth leg itim a te  represen­
ta t iv e s  o f the  nation  before removal expenses could be s e t t l e d ,  b u t fed­
e ra l  o f f ic ia l s  seemed deaf. At the  moment when Cherokees prepared to  ac­
cept the  despised 1835 t r e a ty  in  o rder to  get money, Ross gained recogni­
t io n  and encouragement from P residen t John ly ie r .  The P residen t premised
a  new tre a ty  and h ired  John Kavard Payne, the  Cherdcees o ld  jo u rn a l is t
18f r ie n d , to  help  conclude i t .  Thus Ross a d ro itly  elim inated  h is  opposi­
t io n  and firm ly ree s ta b lish e d  h im self as the n a tio n 's  head.
ISp. M» B utler to  Indian Bureau, 3 Oct. 1841, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 85;
P. M, B utler to  K urtze, 30 Nov. 1841, ib id .
Andrew M. Vann to  km. Armstrong, 21 Oct. 1841, ib id . ; Morris L. 
W arden, A P o l i t ic a l  H istory  o f th e  Cherokee Nation (Norman, 1938), 53,
1 n
Hitchcock, T rave ler in  Indian T e rr ito ry , 30,
^^Jar Itepartment Memo, 30 Oct. 1841, L.R.O.I.A., R. 85,
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Premised a new t re a ty  w ith in  th e  next year which would be f a r  b e t­
t e r  fo r  th e  na tion  and fo r  ind iv idua ls  than th e  e a r l i e r  one, Ihe N ational 
C ouncil's December, 1841, meeting "qu ie tly "  followed d irec tio n s  issued  by 
th e  Ross Party leadersh ip . Though some Treaty Party  supporters s t i l l  de­
manded cash , Ross knew th a t  they could no t m uster a m ajority o f th e  na­
t io n —h is  only task  would be " re s tra in in g  h is  friends fran  violence"
19ag ain st th e  fac tio n  which had th rea tened  to  supplant him in  th e  na tion .
P residen t T^/ler's statem ents k indled  hopes fo r  the  new trea ty /, 
Promising tc  re -en ac t the  p o lic ie s  o f p residen ts Washington and Je ffe rso n , 
Tyler d irec ted  h is  Secretary  of '.Jar, J .  C. Spencer, to  in v e s tig a te  and 
s e t t l e  Cherokee claims and nego tia te  a new tre a ty . He praidsed tïie "pro­
te c tio n  and care" of th e  United S ta tes  and th a t  th e  government's decisions
on
would be governed by a " l ib e ra l  and generous course of p o licy ."  Like
any p o l i t ic ia n ,  T yler prondsed w ell:
Upon r a t i f ic a t io n  of th e  t re a iy  contemplated, which sh a ll  give 
to  the  Cherokee na tion  f u l l  indemnily fo r  a l l  wrongs which they 
may have su ffe red , e s ta b lish  upon a permanent basis the  p o l i t i ­
c a l re la tio n s  betfzeen them and the  people o f th e  United S ta te s , 
guaranty th e i r  lands in  absolu te fee sim ple, and p rescribe  spe­
c i f i c  ru le s  in  reference to  su b jec ts  o f th e  most in te re s tin g  
ch a rac te r to  them and th e i r  rem otest p o s te r i ty , a  new sun w il l  
have dawned upon them, in  whose b r i^ tn e s s  t h e i r  permanent hap­
piness and tru e  glory may be read by the  whole world; and I  
s h a l l  re jo ic e  to  have been the P residen t under whose auspices 
th ese  g rea t and happy re s u l ts  s h a l l  have been produced,21
Waving T y le r 's  promise a lo f t  as a  banner o f hope, Ross recap tured
19p, M, B u tle r to  D, K urtz, 4 Dec, 1841, ib id , , R, 86; Hitchoock, 
27 Nov, 1841, T raveler in  Indian T e rr i to ry , 30,
John ly ie r  to  John Ross e t ,  ^ , , 20 Sept. 1841, Special F i le s , 
Bureau o f Indian A ffa irs , N ational Archives M icrofilm, Roll 8; Cherokee 
Advocate, 28 Nov. 1844; H, R, Document 1098, 71-72,
^^Ibid.
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22h is  peop le 's  a lleg iance  and the  re b e llio n  d iss ip a ted . S t i l l  maintain­
ing th a t  per cap ita  payments would in d ic a te  approval o f th e  1835 t r e a ty ,
Ross persuaded the  council to  repeal th e  October 20, 1841, law which
23ca lled  fo r  immediate payments. He assured everyone th a t  the  new tre a ty  
would give them and the  nation  ample compensation fo r  t h e i r  patience.
To secure the new tr e a ty ,  th e  N ational Council appointed a Ross- 
led  delegation  which included some o f th e  n a tio n 's  most d istingu ished  men. 
Jesse  Bushyhead, a mixed-blood "un iversa lly  respected  and beloved," was a
24" f a i r  minded man" whose deoisions th e  whole na tion  would probably accept.
David Vann, "an honest man" though "not so open, d ire c t  and fa ir "  as Bushy-
head, was the  n a tio n 's  tre a su re r  and as acquiescent as a d u tifu l  son to  
25John Ross. William Shorey Coodey, though q u ite  young, was well-educated
AC
and h igh ly  tru s te d  by Ross. John Benge, another mixed-blood, had a
"Strong and decided character" and g rea t influence among fu ll-b lo o d  Cher- 
9 7okees. The delegation was a Ross group in  charac ter and in te n t ,  fo r  i t s  
ob jec tive  was to  supplant the  1835 t re a ty  and to  e lim inate  the  p o s s ib il i ty  
o f ru le  by opposing fac tio n s .
In  add ition  to  a new t r e a ty ,  the  delegation  had au th o rity  to  demand
A. Hitchcock to  J .  C. Spencer, 7 Dec. 1841, Hitchcock Collec­
t io n ;  L .R .O .I.A ., R. 86; Act o f N ational Council, 11 Dec. 1841, ib id .
^^Act o f National Council, 11 Dec. 1841, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 86.
E. A. Hitchcock to  J . C. Spencer, 21 Dec. 1841, Hitchcock, Tra­
v e le r  in  Indian T e rr ito ry , 233; Hitchcodc C ollection .
2Sibid.
26Ib id . ; Hitchcock, T raveler in  Indian T e rr ito ry , 234.
Hitchcock to  Spencer, 21 Dec.
cock. Traveler in  Indian Territory, 233.
^^  1841, Hitchcock Collection; Hitch-
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" a l l  sums o f money due o r which may beccsrie due" th e  n a ticn ; they were to
28c o lle c t  personally  th e  money owed th e  n a tio n . In  order to  know what
claims ex is ted , Ross asked fo r  a commission to  to u r  the nation  and decide
which claims should be presented , but Agent B u tle r opposed the proposal
29
because he feared i t  r n i^ t  upset the  na tion  and engender fa lse  hopes.
Yet B utler wanted Cherokees to  obtain t h e i r  c la im s, and he promised Ross
30to  help  implement d esires  of P resident T yler in  any way possib le . Quite 
encouraged by developments in  Washington and by peace vath in  t h e i r  n a tio n , 
th e  delegation prepared to  press i t s  claims and p resen t i t s  case to  th e  
United S ta te s ,
Ross disregarded /\gent B u tle r’s v/arning and dispatched c le rks
throughout th e  na tion  to  c o lle c t claims and inform ation. The c h ie f  allowed
B utler to  supervise the  process, and Cherokees met the comrrdssicn and re -
0*1
ceived food while they were p resen t, B u tle r reported  th a t M ontfort 
Stokes, though honest enough, had been in e f f ic ie n t :  "His in te g r i ty  g pur­
i ty  both as a man and as an o f f ic e r  i s  unsuspected by a l l  p a r t ie s —but 
when the  in firm a tie s  o f o ld  age, and tlie  c h il ly  b la s ts  of n inety  w in te rs , 
have v is i te d  h is  hoary lo ck s , i t  i s  no t su rp ris in g  to  find  i r r e g u la r i t ie s  
both in  h is  o ff ic e  g in  the  nation ,
Attempting to  s e t t l e  the  n a tio n ’s a f f a i r s  as w ell as superv ise  
ind iv idual claim s, B u tler a lso  d is tr ib u te d  funds to  s e t t l e  claims which
^^Act of N ational Council, 15 Dec, 1841, L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 86,
29p, M, B u tle r to  T, H, Crawford, 20 Dec, 1841, ib id ,
30p. M. B u tle r to  John Ross, 24 Dec, 1841, ib id ,
^^P, M, B u tle r to  T, H. Crawford, 1 Jan, 1842, ib id .
32P, M, Butler to  T, H, Crawford, 1 March 1842, ibid.
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33had been f i le d  e a r l ie r ,  John Ross never refused  money and simply urged 
th e  claim s' c lerks (who were slowed by needless adm in istrn tive  form ali­
t ie s )^ ^  to  hurry so  th a t  the  delegation  could leave fo r  Washington.
B u tle r t r ie d  to  cooperate w ith th e  P rin c ip a l C hief, bu t he became d is ­
i llu s io n e d  as Ross complacently excused th e  n a tio n 's  e a r l ie r  crime and 
d iso rd e r. B utler remarked th a t  t h i s  was "the f i r s t  occasion I  have had 
to  d is t r u s t  the  e ffic ien cy  o f  th e  Cherokee a u th o rity , o r th a t  I  have no t 
seen an e n tire  w illingness both to  meet my re q u is it io n  S comply w ith  i t s  
demands." As th e  claims were re je c te d  o r no t p a id , and as outbreaks o f
violence once again d isrup ted  th e  Cherokee country, d isse n t becane vocal
37as Cherokees increasing ly  w orried about t h e i r  claim s.
A fter a period o f in a c tio n . Old S e ttle rs  stepped once more in to
38th e  p o l i t i c a l  arena. Sore o f t h e i r  leaders n e t on March 30, 1842, and 
determined to  p ro te s t  th e  Ross government's po licy . Eleven days l a t e r ,
an Old S e t t le r  council assembled a t  th e  confluence of th e  V erdigris and
39Grand r iv e rs  and se lec ted  a  de legation  to  take  a  memorial to  ih e  United 
S ta te s  government. E laborating  Old S e t t le r  h is to ry , th e  memorial la id
33p. M. B utler to  T. H. Crawford, 8 March 1842, ib id . ; W. Armstrong
to  T. H. Crawford, 14 March 1842, ib id .
34Edward Fry to  [Commissioner o f  Indian A ffa ir s ] ,  5 A pril 1842,
ib id .
35John Ross to  Moses and Robert Daniel, 17 March 1842, H argett 
C o llec ticn .
^^P. M. B u tler to  J .  C. Spencer, 26 March 1842, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 86.
^^P. M. B utler to  J .  C. Spencer, 4 May 1842, ib id . , R. 87.
op
Jchn Rogers, James Carey to  P. M. B u tle r, 31 March 1842, i b id . ,
R. 86. ------
39Amos Kendall Papers, 9 A pril 1842; U. S. Senate, 30th Cong.,
2d S e s s .,  Executive Document 28 (Washington, 1849), 10-11.
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claim to  a l l  the. land given them in  1828 and p ro tes ted  th e  "usurpation" 
o f th e  Ross P a rty . For them, the Cherokee union was a fraud , and Eastern 
Cherokees should no t be allowed to  determine e i th e r  th e  n a tio n 's  finarces 
o r d e s t i n y . L e d  by John Rogers and w ithout th e  hoped-for advance of
$1,000 fran  Agent B u tle r, Old S e t t l e r  delegates prepared to  leave fo r
  41vVasmngrcn.
Though B u tle r and others suspected 'that Old S e ttle rs  were puppets 
42of Anerican law yers, Western Cherokees f e l t  th e i r  grievances w’ere. re a l 
and fearoid fo r  th e i r  l iv e s , P ixcinent Old S e ttle rs  were threatened w ith 
death because they dared defy the  estab lishm ent, and they indignantly  pro­
te s te d  th a t  even "under the most despotic Govemrrents" the r ig h ts  o f a
m inority to  p e t i t ic n  was granted, bu t apparently tire Ross people were de-
43terrrined to  quench even vocal d isse n t. Help could be found only outside  
the  n a tic n , since  one "could expect no ju s t ic e  h e re ,"  and "meetings have 
been h e ld , by Mr. Ross’ friends and cu r l iv e s  th reatened  fo r  holding the  
c o n v e n t io n ." R o s s  spokesmen (as w ell as some d isg run tled  western Chero­
kees) denounced anti-R oss Old S e ttre rs  and th e i r  lawyer, S. C, Stambaugh, 
who could obviously p ro f i t  from any Old S e t t le r  judgment, and charged them
"^^Memorial o f  Western Cherokees to  P residen t o f the  United S ta te s , 
9 A pril 1842, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 86.
^ ^ ro c e e d in ^  Adopted by Convention o f  Western Cherokees, 16 A pril 
1842, ib id . ; John Rogers, Thomas Wilson to  P. M. B u tle r, 18 A pril 1842, 
ib id . ; P. M. B u tle r to  John Rogers, 23 A pril 1842, ib id .
U9P. M. B u tle r to  T. H. Crawford, 20 Dec. 1841, ib id . ; P. M.
B utler to  John Smith e t .  a l . , 25 A pril 1842, ib id .
^^John Rogers e t .  to  P. M. B u tle r, 27 A pril 1842, ib id .
44John Rogers to  A. H. Sevier, 4 May 1842, ib id .
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wiih ig n it in g  a " f i i e  brand in  the  Nation'* which would spark a  consuming 
f ire .^ ^
Replying to  these charges, Old S e ttle rs  absolved Stambaugh from
any re s p o n s ib ili ty , fo r  he n e ith e r  "advised no r in s tig a ted "  t h e i r  ac tion .
They only wanted ju s t ic e  and hoped i t  would not damage the  n a tio n . S t i l l
more. Old S e t tle rs  questioned th e  in te g r ity  o f the  dominant p a rty , fo r  one
o f th e  Old S e t t le r s ,  John Smith, "a member o f th e  executive council,
whose name appeared on a pro-Ross p e ti t io n , could not even sig n  h is  name."
Thou^ Agent B utler urged th a t  Washington a t  le a s t  h ea r th e  Old S e t t le r  
147
case. Western Cherokees fa i le d  to  re a s se r t  th e i r  con tro l over the  land 
they had once con tro lled .
They fa i le d  because John Ross was successfu l in  persuading the  
Chi te d  S ta te s  to  discuss th e  issues w ith him. in  1842. By May, Ross and 
h is  de legation  were in  Washington demanding a " f in a l  adjustm ent o f a l l  un- 
s e t t le d  business,"  bu t unknofmi to  Cherokees the  Washington bureaucrats 
had already resolved to  deny them th e i r  prime ob jec tive ; a  new t r e a ty .  
Though John Howard Payne, enployed by the  federn l government to  c la r ify  
th e  Cherokee s i tu a t io n , remained lo y a l to  the  Cherokees (though adm itting 
th a t  seme ind iv idua l claims were excessive and th a t  the  funds were in  in ­
stances "unscrupulously used" ) ,  he contended th a t  the  United S ta te s  should
James Brcwn e t .  a l .  to  P. M, B u tle r, 4 May 1842, ib id . ; P. M. 
B u tle r to  T. H. Crawford, F ltay  1842, ib id .
^^Jchn Rogers e t .  a l .  to  P. M. B u tler, 17 May 1842, ib id .
^^P. M. B utler to  T. H. Crawford, 31 May 1842, ib id .
^%dhn Ross to  J .  C. Spencer, 13 May 1842, Special F i le s ,  B .I .A .,
R. 8.
49Albert M. Sea to  J . C. Spencer, 14 March 1842, L.R.O.I.A.,' R. 87.
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pay more Ihan the  1835 tre a ty  provided because i t  was responsib le  fo r  th e  
whole c a l a m i t y .P a y n e ,  however, abruptly  lo s t  h is  p o s i t i o n , a n d  th e  
department determined to  adhere to  th e  1835 Treaty o f New Echota,
Jchn Ross, w ith a l l  th e  confidence of a debater exposing a contra­
d ic tio n  in  h is  opponent's argument, bo ld ly  quoted P residen t T y le r 's  mes­
sage and a ire d  the  objections o f  h is  govemnent to  the  1835 t r e a ty .  He 
and h is  delegation  demanded a number o f  th ings: a b e t te r  t i t l e  to  th e i r  
land in  th e  West; payment fo r  th e  fo r fe i te d  lands in  th e  E as t; a f a i r  
se ttlem en t o f ind iv idua l claim s; th e  removal o f  m ilita ry  posts from th e  
n a tic n ; th e  e lim ina tion  o f th e  despised " licensed  t r a d e r s " ; the  d e fin itio n  
o f crimes under which Cherokees could be t r ie d  in  courts o f  th e  United 
S ta te s ; and th e  assurance th a t  Cherokee funds would no l o i t e r  be invested
fo r  th e  nation  in  American stock  b u t given in  annual cash an n u ities  d i-
52re c tly  to  the  n a tio n a l government.
Though Ross t r ie d  to  be amiable and diplom atic—even premising to
53welcome a d d itio n a l Cherokee emigrants —he was put o ff  by government of­
f i c i a l s .  They ejqjressed in te r e s t  in  th e  rumors o f fraud and in d ica tio n s  
o f  f in a n c ia l i r r e g u la r i t ie s  in  th e  Cherokee Nation. Though in v es tig a to rs  
in d ic ted  white schemers more than  Cherokee l e a d e r s , t h e  United S ta te s
^^Jdin Howard Payne to  J .  C. Spencer, 17 March 1842, Special F i le s , 
B .I .A ., R. 8; John Howard Payne C o llec tion , G ilcrease I n s t i tu te ,
^^J. C. Spencer to  John Howard Payne, 5 A pril 1842, Special F i le s ,
B. I .A . , R. 8.
52Jchn Ross e t ,  a l ,  to  Jchn C, Spencer, 6 June 1842, i b id . ;
Jchn Ross e t .  a l ,  t o  J .  C. Spencer, 14 June 1842, ib id ,
^^Jchn Ross to  J .  C. Spencer, 11 Ju ly  1842, ib id .
A. Hitchcock to  J . C, Spencer, 4 Aug. 1842, Hitchcock Col­
lection.
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was in  no mood to  g ran t Ross h is  every demand. E1han Allen Hitchcock pre­
sented  th e  Cherokees w ith Secretary  of War Jchn Spencer's "A rtic les  o f  a 
New Convention," which supplemented th e  1835 t r e a ty .  Spencer contended 
th a t  th e  P residen t was q u ite  concerned about the  Cherokees, bu t he ju s t  
could n o t supplant the  1835 tr e a ty  with a  new one. Since th e  new proposal 
met none o f the  many demands subm itted by Ross and h is  de legation , th e  
Cherokees refused th e  "A rtic les"  and w ith deep " re g re t departed frcm 
Washington.
But while Ross and h is  friends worked f o r  th e  n a ticn  in  Washington,
th e  na tion  i t s e l f  was rid d led  w ith v io lence , crime and d issension . Thou^
Fort Wayne had l i t t l e  m ilita ry  s ig n ifican ce  s in ce  Cherokees were no re a l
56th re a t  to  Arkansas, troops remained th e re  and a t  F o rt Gibson and t h e i r  
presence i r r i t a t e d  th e  Cherokees. Colonel Stephen V7. Keamy, who iromen- 
t a r i l y  replaced Arbuckle a t  Gibson, resolved to  give the  f o r t  a  new image 
by ordering; "This Post having been fo r  many years notorious as the  re ­
s o r t  o f Gamblers, B lacklys, S L oafers, i t  i s  necessary th a t  i t  should now 
assume ancther c h a rac te r, and take  i t s  p o s itio n  among th e  M ilita ry  Posts 
o f  th i s  country.
But the  m ilita ry  had no more sucess in  reforming people than th e  
Cherokee government. At l e a s t  n ine murders involved Cherokees during th e
A. Hitchcock sta tem ent, 8 Aug. 1842, ib id . ; J .  C. Spencer to
John Ross e t .  a l . ,  9 Aug. 1842, Special F i le s ,  B .I .A ., R. 8; Jchn Ross
e t . a l . to U . Ü7 Spencer, 12 Aug. 1842, ib id .
^^E. A. Hitchcock to  J .  C. Spencer, 9 Jan , 1842, Hitchcock Col­
le c tio n ;  Hitchcock, T raveler in  Indian T e rr ito ry , 245-246.
S^Order #45, 13 June 1842, L.R.O.I.A., R. 86.
178
seemingly peaceful months o f  1842,^8 and th e f t  and p i lla g e  were more wide­
spread.^^ To complicate iiie  s i tu a t io n ,  600 Seminoles and 400 Creeks s e t ­
t le d  on Cherokee s o i l  and caused much u n res t both by t h e i r  presence and 
period ic  violence.
Thou^ much of 1he d iso rd e r was n o n -p o lit ic a l, th e  Treaty Party 
continued i1s c landestine a c t iv i t i e s ,  c r i t ic iz e d  the  Boss leadersh ip , and 
sowed rumors l ik e  chaff on the  wind th a t  no Cherokee would receive  any 
money from the  removal t r e a ty  as long as John Ross reigned. Though Ross 
re ta in e d  th e  support o f txvo-thirds of th e  Cherokees, h is  popu larity  de­
clined  when he fa i le d  to  n eg o tia te  th e  promised t r e a t y . His opposition , 
the  "Treaty P a r t / ,  headed by men o f uncommon boldness, stim ula ted  by a 
s p i r i t  o f  resentm ent, and revenge, ra th e r  increasing  than  diminishing in  
number and s p i r i t "  counted nearly  4,000 members and once again se rio u sly  
th rea tened  Ross. V.hen joined by an estim ated 2,000 Old S e t t le rs  (many
58p. M. B u tler to  T. H. Crawford, 18 Jan. 1842, ib id . ; P. M.
B u tle r to  Wm. Armstrong, 22 Feb. 1842, ib id . ; John Ross to~F. M. B u tle r,
22 March 1842, ib id . ; Statement Regarding th e  K illin g  o f  Bigelow by 
Thompson, 13 June 1842, ib id . ; P. M. B u tle r to  T. H. Crawford, 26 June 
1842, ib id . ; P. M. B u tle r t o  T. H. Crawford, 8 Ju ly  1842, ib id . ; P. M. 
B u tler to  T. H. Crawford, 25 Nov. 1842, ib id .
^^Anonymous s ta tem en t, 25 A pril 1842, C.N.P. *, P. M. B u tler to  
T. H. Crawford, 30 May 1842, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 86; William Son to  Janes
C. P r ic e , A pril 1841, C .N .P .; Claim o f E. S. M artin, C .N .P .; Statement 
o f  I'fetthew Kincannon, 17 June 1847, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 91.
GOp. M. B utler to  L t. Col. R. B. Mason, 20 March 1842, L .R .O .I.A ., 
R. 85; P. M. B u tle r t o  T. H. Crawford, 21 March 1842, ib id .
^^Hitchcock, 16 Jan . 1842, T raveler in  Indian T e rr i to ry , 87.
G2p. M. Butler to  Brig. Gen. L. Taylor, 25 %>ril 1842, L.R.O.I.A.,
R. 86.
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were by th is  t in e  Ross supporters) the  W atie-led d issid en ts  represented
CO
about one-fourth  o f the  population.
To many Treaty Party  men, th e  Ross establishm ent’s propaganda con­
cerning a new tre a ty  simply screened the  v i ta l  issues o f  removal finance 
and th e  p e r c ap ita  payments w ith meaningless jargon. Perhaps th e  money 
was a l l  gone, one suggested as he rec a lled  the removal tragedy under which 
the  Cherokees' "most v io le n t leaders" received "add itiona l power" and
dragged "the people to  th e  country during the  most v io le n t season o f  the
64year,"  and blamed the  Treaty Party fo r  the  n a tic n 's  su ffe rin g s . Despite 
a w ell-designed facade o f innocence, evidence ( in  Treaty Party  opinion) 
suggested th a t  Ross follow ers received most o f the  t re a ty  money and ex­
pended i t  cn "p artizans"  and s o f t- l iv in g  Washington delegations.^^
The enduring Rcss-Watie c o n flic t  flashed  lik e  a b u rstin g  grenade 
on liay 14, 1842. Stand Watie en tered  one of the f ro n t ie r  s to re s  on th e  
borcter between Arkansas and Indian T errito ry  near Fort Wayne. Since these  
establishm ents so ld  v/hiskey as w ell as supp lies , they  were o ften  centers 
o f tu rbu lence , bu t th e  w hites operating them p ro fite d  from tra d e  w ith the  
Cherokees. W atie, "a  man of d ig n ity , in te llig en c e  and unflinch ing  cour­
age," ordered a  b o t t le  of whiskey. As he stood d rink ing , Johnson Fore-
67man, "a v icious tu rb u le n t man" whom he had not seen since  before the  
1839 Ridge-Boudinot k i l l in g s ,  entered.
Ĝ Ib id .
fill
George Paschal to  T. H. Crawford, 25 Feb. 1842, ib id .
GSlbid.
GGp, M. Butler to  Wm. Armstrong, 17 May 1842, ib id .
67%bid.
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Foreman s te p ’d to  the  counter, where th e re  was seme liq u o r 
drawn, S asked 'Vhose liquor?" Watie re p lie d , " i t  i s  mine, 
drink i t . "  ' Foreman f i l l e d  a  g lass & sa id  to  W atie, "here i s  
wishing we may l iv e  always," to  which Watie re p lie d , " I  can 
drink w ith you, bu t before I  drink th a t ,  I  understand you 
have th rea tened  to  k i l l  me S besides you a re  one o f  th e  men 
th a t  k i l le d  my uncle . Ridge," to  which Foreman re p lie d , "say 
yourse lf"  . . .  a t  th is  Watie threw the  tum bler and contents 
a t  Foreman, 1hey were about 4 f e e t  a p a r t. Foreman made a t  
him, w ith a loaded vh ip , they jo ined  and sc u ffle d  ou t o f  the  
door, where they separa ted . Foreman made to  à board p i le  
close by to  ge t a board. Watie pursued him, 8 as he stooped 
to  pick up a board Watie stabbed him under the  po in t o f the  
shoulder, he rose 6 s a id , "you have n o t done i t  yet" 8 run 
round th e  house 8  Watie a f t e r  h i m .  6  8
As Forenan, the  blood s ta in in g  h is  d irt-cak ed  s h i r t ,  dashed fo r  
cover, Watie yanked ou t h is  p is to l  and hurred ly  aimed and f i r e d . The bul­
l e t  m issed, bu t Foreman only ran  a  few more y a rd s , stumbled on je l ly - l ik e
knees, and f e l l  to  the  ground lik e  a  spear-punctured e lk . Only 100 yards
69from the s to re .  Foreman bled to  death in  twenty minutes.
Watie and h is  b ro thers prudently vanished in to  th e  fo re s t  and pre­
pared to  conbat the expected Ross r e ta l ia t io n .  Foreman's b ro thers c ircu ­
la te d  and enflamed th e  war fev er o f an ti-W atie  men, and they  assembled a t  
Lewis R oss's s to r e ,  only s ix  m iles from W atie 's home, to  d iscuss th e  s i tu ­
a tio n . Rumors o f an armed band p ro tec tin g  Watie arcused some, to  propose, 
l ik e  b loo d -re lish in g  v ig ila n te s , chasing him w ith t h e i r  own fo rce  and 
shooting him i f  he r e s is te d , but m ilder voices p reva iled  and they adjourned 
peacefu lly . W atie 's voluntary su rrender to  a u th o r itie s  in  Benton County,
Arkansas, probably eased some minds and evidenced W atie 's conviction th a t
70he was innocent o f murder. The Ross peop le 's  re so lu tio n  to  avoid more 
GGlbid.
^^Ib id . ; Jchn G. Ross to  John Ross, 25 May 1842, J .R .P .
M. Butler to  J . C. Spencer, 21 May 1842, L.R.O.I.A., R. 86»
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bloodshed i l lu s t r a te d  the  in fluence  of Colonel Keamy, who "by in v ita tio n
attended th e  Council, S whose k ind , d ig n ified  and imposing manner co n trib -
71u ted  very much in  b ring ing  about the  happy r e s u l t ."
N evertheless, th e  executive council o f  th e  n a tio n  issued  a w arrant
72fo r  W atie 's a r r e s t  fo r  k i l l in g  Foreman, L i t t le  e f f o r t  was made to  cap­
tu re  him, fo r  Watie was determined to  stand  t r i a l  in  Arkansas, where he 
hoped fo r  ju s t ic e  ra th e r  than  " to  have my l i f e  jeapard ized , by being ex­
posed to  enemies, who are  continually  m isrepresenting my motives and ac-
_  „73tro n s ,"
Ih is  in c id en t and i t s  excitem ent re-k ind led  coals o f  h a tred  among 
th e  Cherokees. Fears t h a t  th e  uneasy peace would s h a t te r  and th a t  Watie
nu
would k i l l  s t i l l  more o f h is  enemies remained deep-seated though perhaps 
groundless. Watie p ro tag o n is ts , meanwhile, re jo iced  in  th e  wound-salving 
t h r i l l  o f  revenge. The young son o f John Ridge, John R o llin  Ridge, ex­
claimed: "You cannot imagine what fee lings o f p leasure  i t  gave me vhen I
heard  o f th e  death of him who was th e  murderer o f my venerable and beloved 
75G randfather." Other than  excitem ent, Foreman's k i l l in g  provoked no ma- 
76jo r  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  bu t i t  d id  i l l u s t r a t e  the  susta ined  fa c tio n a l ha tred  
which gnawed a t  p eo p le 's  souls and ind ica ted  th a t  th e  Cherokee schism was 
n o t, and would no t e a s ily  b e , healed.
M. B u tle r to  J .  C. Spencer, 18 May 1842, ib id .
^^Warrant fo r  W atie 's a r r e s t ,  20 May 1842, ib id .
^^Stand Watie to  P. M. B u tle r, 9 June 1842, L .R .O .I.A ., R, 86.
X.
B u tle r to  David Greene, 2 June 1842, Cherokee Mission Papers,
^^Jchn R. Ridge to  Stand Watie, 2 Oct. 1842, Jordon C ollection .
7fiP. M. Butler to  T. H. Crawford, 25 June 1842, L.R.O.I.A., R. 86.
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For "the Treaiy Party was unmoved and passiona te ly  believed  th a t  
John Ross was both co m ip t and ru th le ss ly  v in d ic tiv e . They a sse rte d , w ith 
slim  evidence, th a t  James Foreman and o th er assass in s o f th e  Ridge leaders 
had each received $1,000 fo r  t h e i r  e f fo r ts  from th e  funds awarded th e  na­
t io n  by the  Ih ite d  S ta te s  and th a t  the  Ross people had he ld  a "war ta lk "
a few days before, the  Forenan-Watie confrontation in  which they resolved
77to  elim inate Watie and h is  b ro ther-in -law , J .  M, B ell.
Others besides W atie 's .faction d is tru s te d  the  Ross P a rty , and scee
charged th a t  John Ross stayed in  power by usir;g money and the pO'/er of the
78family s to r e s , to  which many Cherokees were indebted. Cherokee, Agent 
P ierce B utler a sse rted : " I am candid t c  declare i f  Mr. Ross would volun­
ta ry  leave the  N ation, they would be a more contented u n ited  S happy peo­
p le ;  y e t  h is  dealh (which i s  more than probable) would rouse h is  friends
79to  the  exterm ination of man woman and ch ild  o f th e  adverse p a rty ."
John Ross s k i l l f u l ly  weathered th e  p o l i t i c a l  storm created  by h is
fa i lu re  in  Washington and promised to  re a liz e  even tually  IV le r’s promise 
80of a new tre a ty . He urged th a t  another delegation  be dispatched to  
Washington. He a lso  obtained a  lav  from the  Cherokee N ational Council im­
posing s t i f f  r e s t r a in ts  upon d issen t:
Be i t  enacted by th e  N ational Council, " th a t  any person o r 
persons, c itiz e n s  o f th i s  Maiden, who s h a l l  a tte n p t to  subvert 
the  government o f ih is  N ation, by re s is t in g  th e  enforcement o r 
conspiring to  pu t down th e  C onstitu tion  and laws as prescribed
^^Geo. Paschal to  Jchn C. Spencer, 27 Dec. 1842, ib id . , R. 87.
"^^George Adair and J .  M. B ell t o  Wm. M edill, March 1846, H. R. 
Document 185.
7Q
P. M. B u tle r to  J .  C. Spencer, 28 Sept. 1842, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 86.
on
John Ross Annual Message, 29 Nov. 1842, ib id .
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by le g is la t iv e  enactment, he o r  they so o f fencing s h a l l ,  upon 
conviction before any le g a lly  co n stitu ted  court o f  th is  N ation, 
su f fe r  death by h a n g i n g .  °1
Ihe council fu r th e r  resolved  th a t  the  Old S e t t le r  delegation headed fo r
Washington had no a u th o rity  and oould no t bind the  nation  by any o f  i t s
a c tio n s .
While th e  Cherokees q u a rre lle d , the  United S ta tes t r i e d  to  s e t t l e  
i t s  a f fa irs  w ith the  n a ticn . E ffo rts  to  e ro e l undesirables frcm the  Cher­
okee Naticn and s e t t l e  the  sh if t in g  sands o f  the  claim s’ quandary were 
83made, but the  n a tio n ’s in te rn a l  a f f a i r s  could u ltim ate ly  be solved only 
by Cherokees. And Cherokees would do nothing u n t i l  they determined hew 
much money they could get from th e  United S ta tes and whether o r no t the
ph
funds alreacfy obtained had been honestly  handled.
®̂ Law o f 2 Dec. 1842, Laws o f th e  Cherokee Nation, 1839-67.
R. 87.
t io n a l  Council, 8 Dec. 1842, ib id . , R. 86.
84John Ross Address to  N 
Document 185; L .R .O .I.A ., R. 88.
^^Resolution of the  N ational Council, 28 Nov. 1842, L .R .O .I.A .,
M. B utler to  John Ross, 2 Dec. 1842, i b i d . ; Act of th e  Ha­
ir
ational Council, 20 Dec. 1842, H. R.
CHAPniR XI 
THE FEUD RQIE1ÆD
The mean condition o f s ta te s  i s  c le a r ly  b e s t ,  fo r  no 
o th er i s  free  fra n  fa c tio n ; and where 1he middle 
c la ss  i s  la rg e , th e re  a re  l e a s t  l ik e ly  to  be fac tio n s  
and d issensions.
—A ris to tle
H atred, l ik e  intemperance, d u lls  man's mind and enchains h is  rea ­
son. Cherokee suspicions were aroused by amazingly unimportant events so 
long as one fac tio n  appeared to  p r o f i t  from then-;. VJhen Agent B utler 
obeyed h is  orders and began a census o f  the  n a tic n , he met opposition  from 
John Ross. The c h ie f sa id  th a t  he personally  understood and approved the 
census, b u t seme people were hypnotized by the  Treaty Party and believed  
th a t  th e  census was being taken " fo r  th e  purpose o f d is tr ib u tin g  money" 
under th e  1835 tre a ty . Since i t  promised to  have "seme p o l i t ic a l  o b jec t 
detrem ental to  the  t ru e  in te re s ts  o f  th e  N ation," Ross demanded th a t  Cher­
okee census-takers cease th e i r  work.^
Astounded by such "improper suspicion" so  "unbecoming a brave and 
generous people," B u tler bowed to  th e  w il l  o f  John Ross. Though th e  cen­
sus was ordered by the  Indian Bureau fo r  a l l  t r ib e s ,  B u tler coveted peace 
fo r  h is  Cherokees and suspended the  census. But in  acquiescence B u tle r 
sharp ly  rebuked Ross fo r  suggesting th e  census was p o l i t ic a l ly  m otivated
^ d h n  Ross to  P. M. B u tle r , 9 Jan . 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 87.
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or th a t  he had picked Treaty Party  men to  take  i t . ^  B u tler fu r th e r  as­
se r te d  th a t  Ross was hy p er-sen sitiv e  to  c r it ic ism  from h is  people. Yet 
while c r it ic ism  to re  a t  the  p ride  o f  Ross l ik e  a ru s ty  k n ife , he ]cnew, f a r  
b e t te r  than B u tle r, th a t  the  three-way schism e x is te d  and could once again 
e rup t and spew fo r th  i t s  angry venom.
Western Cherokees in  Washington showed hew serious th e  s p l i t  could 
be fo r  the  na tio n . Claiming to  rep resen t ^000 to  5,000 Old S e t t l e r s ,  th e  
delegates demanded o n e-th ird  o f th e  money Cherokees gained from the 1835 
tr e a ty .  Though 1his claim was f a i i i l i a r  to  Washington o f f i c i a l s ,  th e  d e l-  
egates were a t  l e a s t  promised $7,500 in  unpaid a n n u itie s , b u t "they played 
fo r  la rg e r  stakes than  annu ities  and continued to  press t h e i r  case—though 
th e  Secretary  o f  War re p lied  1hat the  government recognized the  1840 ac ts  
of union and could n o t recognize th e  Old S e t t le rs  any longer,^
Some Ross men refused to  view the Old S e t t l e r  case w ith equal d is -
passion , however, and murmers ag a in st the  delegates s i f te d  th r o u ^  th e
Cherokee grapevine. Friends in  1hs nation  warned Old S e t t le r  lead ers  th a t  
i t  was "common ta lk  th a t  you are  to  be k i l le d  as soon as you a rr iv e  in
th is  country ," Remembering th e  bloody fa te  o f Treaty Party le a d e rs , sane
p re fe rred  to  "be among th e  vmLld men o f  the  woods than among th e  Ross 
P a rty ,"  To more s k i l l f u l ly  p resen t th e i r  f in a n c ia l arguments, th e  Old
^P, M, B u tle r to  John Ross, 11 Jan, 1843, ib id ,
^Thos, Rogers to  P, M, B u tle r , 20 Jan, 1843, i b i d,
^T, H, Crawford to  J ,  C, Spencer, 18 Feb, 1843, ib id ,
^T, H, Crawford to  J ,  C, P o rte r , 12 May 1843, ib id ,
^Thos, L, Rogers to  John Rogers, 18 May 1843, ib id ,
7
Thos, L, Rogers to  John Rogers, 26 May 1843, ibid.
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S e ttle rs  employed Annos K endall, ex-Postm aster General under Andrew Jackson,
g
and Jdm  E. Kendall to  rep resen t them. Promised fiv e  per cen t o f the  
monies obtained,^ th e  lawyers plunged in to  the  controversy.
Relieved o f  t h e i r  le g a l chores, the  Old S e t t l e r  le a d e rs , l ik e  so l­
d ie rs  in  b a t t l e ,  turned t h e i r  a tte n tio n  to  personal su rv iv a l. Their fa te  
apparently re s ted  vjith the  1843 e le c tio n s , fo r  i f  Ross were re -e lec te d  
P rin c ip a l Chief the  "conspiracy" ag a in st John Rogers which "had been 
formed to  have me t r ie d  unheard S my l i f e  taken" seemed c e r ta in . Facing 
possib le  exterm ination. Old S e t t le r s  determined to  seek a  ra d ic a l so lu tio n  
to  the  n a tio n ’s dilemma. R ejecting in  to to  supposed ac ts  o f union in  1839 
and 1840, the  o r ig in a l s e t t l e r s  o f  th e  Cherokee Nation West a sse rted  in  
1843 th a t  t h e i r  ex istence under Ross con tro l had "become in to le ra b le "  and 
th a t  th e  "pretended Acts o f Union" were "frauds upon th e  Western Chero­
kees."^^ They then demanded—fo r  th ey , l ik e  an o ft-b e tray ed  a l ly ,  de­
spaired  o f peaceful co-existence w ith th e  Ross people—a separa te  govern­
ment and land area . And in  th is  demand they urged th e i r  su ffe r in g  com-
12rades o f the  Treaty Party to  u n ite  w ith them.
Yet some Old S e t t l e r  d i f f ic u l t ie s  grew, out o f  t h e i r  own violence 
and crime ra th e r  tiran Ross oppression. The b ro th er o f  th e  p rin c ip a l lead er 
o f  th e  Western Cherokees, John Rogers, was ja i le d  in  the  na tion  fo r  the
^Ccntnract between John Rogers e t .  a l .  and Amos Kendall and John 
E, K endall, 20 Ju ly  1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 92.
% ld  S e t t le r  Memorial, 20 Ju ly  1843, Amos Kendall Papers, L ibrary 
o f Congress.
^^Jdhn Rogers to  P. M. B u tle r, 1 Aug. 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 87.
^ O ld  S e t t le r  R eso lu ticns, 14 Sept. 1843, ib id . , R, 88. 
l^ Ib id .
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murder o f a Cherokee, but Chief Rogers p ro tes ted  th a t  h is  b ro th er Lovely
was a c it iz e n  o f the  United S ta te s  liv in g  in  the  nation  as a t ra d e r  and
13should be t r ie d  in  a hopefully  more len ien t United S ta te s  co u rt. Thus
Jchn Rogers’ reluctance to  re tu rn  to  the  nation  involved more "than Ross
te rro rism —"though i t  cannot be conpletely  discounted, fo r  he genuinely
14feared  fo r  h is  l i f e .  He th o u ^ t  th a t  the  nation  was b ese t by "much ex-
c iterren t, caused by the  ty ran n ica l and oppressive course pursued by btr.
Ross towards those opposed to  h is  g o v e r n m e n t . S t i l l  more, he lamented
th a t  h is  nation  was
a t  presen t in  a most deplorable cond ition , [w ith] outrage upon 
outrage almost every day commi"tted upon th e  persons and pro­
perty  o f ny people. W ithin the  past week some ten  o r  f i f te e n  
o f th e  signers o f th e  memorial sen t to  you, have been a rre s ted  
by the  au tho rity  o f  it?. Ross and dragged o ff  from t h e i r  homes 
and fam ilies charged w ith treason  and reb e llio n  ag a in st the  
a u th o ritie s  in  power.
His requests fo r  a id  from the  United S ta tes went unheard, fo r  Agent B utler
was on a  prolonged leave and th e  army refused to  in je c t  i t s  much-maligned
• * 1 7au tho rity  in to  the  n a tio n 's  in te rn a l  a f f a i r s .
Though i r r i t a t e d  by Rogers and h is  e f f o r t  to  ob tain  advantages fo r  
h is  p a rty , th e  Ross establishm ent d id  not athempt to  answer Rogers’ charges
o r to  a lle v ia te  h is  grievances. The N ational Council demanded an in v e s ti-
18gation , and Rcss branded Rogers a  troublemaker who refused to  l iv e  
John Rogers to  James M. P o rte r , 4 Oct. 1843, ib id . , R. 87.
14John Rogers to  S. C. Stambaugh, 22 Oct. 1843, Kendall Papers. 
^^Jdhn Rogers to  Amos K endall, 17 Nov. 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 87. 
IGlbid.
^^Ibid.
^^Résolution of the National Council, 17 Nov. 1843, ib id .
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peacefu lly  w ith in  the  na tion  and who designed " to  c rea te  m ischief aga in st
the  in te re s ts  o f the  Cherokee p e o p l e . Y e t  the  re a l troublem akers, Ross
concluded, fo r  whom Rogers was but a " to o l,"  were "such unprincip led  men
20as George vu Paschal and the  Treaty Party  lead ers ."
As he reproached the  Treaty P a rty , Ross conveniently ignored end 
d isco lored  th e  le g i t in a te  Old S e t t le r  grievances. Perhaps he could th in k  
only o f the  a lleged  in ju s tic e  o f the  United S ta te s  to  h im self and h is  peo­
p le—or perhaps he could re.cognize in ju s tic e  only when he personally  su f­
fered . But Western Cherokees had su ffe red  under an imposed emigrant ru le ,  
and th o u ^  they had t r i e d  to  l iv e  with th e  Ross majori-fy they  th o u ^ t  th a t  
th e  recognized "Act o f Union, so c a lle d , i s  the  o ff-sp rin g  o f  fraud and 
fo rce , [and] i s  no t ob liga to ry  on the Old S e t t le r s ,  and i s  now m aintained
by a bloody tyranny fo r  whose ru th le ss  deeds th e  United S ta te s  a re  respon-
21s ib le  in  th e  Court of High Heaven." Promised a share o f th e  p e r c ap ita
payments under th e  1835 t r e a ty ,  they had received nothing; t h e i r  "separa te
a n n u itie s ," t h e i r  "existence as a people," "two th ird s  o f t h e i r  lands ,"
and th e i r  "power of s e l f  government" had vanished lik e  a d ese rt mirage as
E astern  Cherokees poured in to  th e i r  country; they new su ffe red  under an
in to le ra b le  ru le  imposed upon them through ac ts  o f union which had been
22enforced by the  army. Notj they asked fo r  t h e i r  own government and a
23segment o f  t h e i r  o r ig in a l land  holding.
^^Jchn Ross to  P. M. B u tle r, 18 Nov. 1843, ib id .
ZOfb id .




T heir p lea  a ttra c te d  sym pathetic supporters in  in f lu e n tia l  posi­
tio n s . P. M. B utler a sse rted  " th a t  the  Western Cherokees, have in  a  p o l i­
t i c a l ,  so c ia l  and pecuniary po in t of view been u t te r ly  s a c r if ic e d , and 
th a t  t i e  k indness, sympathy, p ro tec tio n  and a id  of th e  United S ta tes
nil
should be in terposed  in  t i ie i r  b eh a lf."
l\'hile Old S e ttle rs  and th e i r  a tto m ie s  strugg led  in  Washington, 
friends in  Indian T errito ry  endured th e  oppression of a m inority fac tio n . 
Several lo s t  th e i r  s a l t  works, which were auctioned o ff  to  fa t te n  th e  na­
tio n a l  trea su ry . Thus deprived o f  h is  p roperty , Thomas Rogers headed fo r
Fort Gibson, where he was a rre s te d  without charge and ja i l e d ,  fo r  "the
25malace 8 Revenge of those in  power was to  be g ra t i f ie d ."
Hearing about th e  a r r e s t .  Agent B utler reported  i t  and a lso  pro­
te s te d  "the Indian Bureau’s attem pt to  d e le te  from the o f f ic ia l  records h is  
account and analysis o f  in te rn a l d issension in  the  Cherokee Nation. One
outside observer argued th a t  m inority fac tio n s should have c e r ta in  r ig h ts
27and peace could be a tta in e d  only through a separa tion  o f warring groups, 
and t h i s ,  fo r  a tim e, was considered.
Sane Old S e t tle rs  were rounded up l ik e  d e re lic ts  in  a p o lice  drag­
n e t by "a company o f  armed men c a llin g  themselves the  Police  guard" and 
imprisoned w ithout ju s t  cause. A uthorities accused them o f planning to  
fre e  sane Western Cherokees being held  fo r  t r i a l ;  no evidence incrim inated
2‘+P, M. B u tler to  Secretary  o f War [ J . M. P o r te r] , 29 Jan . 1844, 
Special F ile s , B .I.A ., R. 8.
^^Thos. L. Rogers to  P. M. B u tle r, ca . 1 Feb. 1844, L .R .O .I.A .,
R. 88; James McNair to  P. M. B u tle r, 10 Feb. 1844, ib id .
26p, M. B u tle r to  T. H. Crawford, 3 Feb. 1844, ib id .
^̂ W. Jones Howard to  Geo. W. Paschal, 5 Feb. 1844, ib id .
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them, but "they spent seven days in  j a i l .  Their "almost he lp less s i tu a ­
tion"  broke some Old S e t t le r s ' s p i r i t s ,  and l ik e  many a liena ted  ghetto-
dv e lle rs  ttiey f e l t  th a t  l i f e  anyivhere. would be b e t te r  than th e irs  in  the
2 8Cherokee Nation, Their "only fa u lt"  had been cooperation lû th  the
United S ta te s , and now, "su ffe rin g  as we are  every speci.es o f wrong which
the  most in to le ra b le  opposition oan in v en t,"  under ^-;hich many had "been
se ized , chsinec, accused of crim e," and in tim ida ted , they begged the fed-
29e ra l  government to  save them from, e x tin c tio n .
Their troubles revolved fo rever around John Ross, I t  almost
seemed th a t  the n a tio n 's  mood a lte re d  w ith the  presence of the  P rinc ipa l
Chief, fo r  h is  enemies c la ined  th a t  th ings were usually  q u ie t in  h is  ab-
30sence and "would remain so were he to  keep away," Living under h is  d i­
r e c t  ru le  was l ik e  announcing one 's P ro testan tism  to  the  Spanish In q u is i­
t io n ,  fo r  murders and "tyranny" ru led  and "Lord Ross" p ro f i t te d  singu-
31la r ly  from h is  p eop le 's  f a i th  in  him. His foes held  him personally  re -  
sponsible fo r  t h e i r  sa fe ty —o r lack o f  i t .
To escape Ross's dom inaticn. Western Cherokees remained adamant 
throughout 1844: they demanded absolu te separa tion . I f  they could g e t a
f a i r  share o f  the  money due Cherokees under the  1835 t r e a ty ,  a  re s to ra tio n  
of annu ities  guaranteed them under e a r l i e r  t r e a t ie s  w ith th e  United S ta te s ,
^®Jdhn E l l i o t ,  James Gore to  P, M. B u tle r, 12 Feb. 1844, ib id , 
^^Jdnn Rogers e t .  a l ,  to  William W ilkins, 27 Feb, 1844, ib id .
R. 8.
^^Danl, McCoy to  John Rogers, 20 A pril 1844, Special F ile s , B ,I ,A ,,
31lbid,
^^Amos Kendall to  vto, W ilkins, 2 Ju ly  1844, ib id .
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and p ro tec tion  from the  Ross fa c tio n , th e  Old S e t tle rs  thought they could
33liv e  VTithout grievance o r tu rm oil. But th e  United S ta te s  determined to
deal w ith John Ross, who was considerably less  fa c tio u s , and paid him the
3*4n a tio n ’s annu ities  desp ite  agonized Old S e t t l e r  p ro te s ts .
T, L. Rogers experienced the  r e a l i ty  o f the  Old S e t t le r  dilemma
when he t r ie d  to  re tu rn  home and had to  stop  in  M aysville, Arkansas, fo r
35he could sa fe ly  go no fa r th e r . Such Ross Party  h o s t i l i t y  forced Old 
S e t t le rs  and Treaty Party people to  pool th e i r  forces in  ISM-M- and schedule 
a conference ju s t  across the  Arkansas River from Fort Smith, They claimed 
th a t  they had obtained permission fo r  th e  meeting from the  n a tio n a l au­
th o r i t ie s  , bu t two days before th e  meeting vras to  open rumors c ircu la ted
" th a t  th e  dcminant party  , , , was ra is in g  armed p a r t ie s  to  prevent the  
36council,"  A kno>7ledgeable government o f f i c i a l ,  William Armstrong, agent 
fo r  the  Chocta^vs and Superintendent o f  Indian T e rr ito ry , urged Jchn Rogers 
to  postpone th e  meeting, fo r  he feared  " th a t  those who have signed the 
paper fo r  th is  meeting w ill  meet w ith severe punishment from th e  p resen t 
Cherokee a u th o r i t ie s ."  ̂̂
As many suspected, th e  Ross establishm ent fo ile d  th e  m eeting, fo r  
seme 400 men rode ou t to  harass a tte n d a n ts , blocked a l l  roads to  the  ren­
dezvous, made th e i r  presence q u its  obvious and ominous, and successfu lly
^^Jchn Rogers e t ,  to  Wm, W ilkins, 6 May 1844, ib id , ; Cherokee 
Advocate, 28 Nov, 1844,
34
John Rogers e t ,  a l ,  to  William W ilkins, 10 Ju ly  1844, Kendall 
Papers; Special F i le s ,  B ,ll% ., R, 8,
^^T, L. Rogers to  Amos Kendall, 23 Aug, 1844, Kendall Papers,





38"put down" th e  council. Fears germinated th a t  the  Ross Party  would
again purge i t s  enemies from the n a tio n , and many anti-R oss people f le d
39to  sanctuary in  Arkansas.
The United S ta tes  worked to  transform  anger in to  optimism, and a 
commission a rr iv e d  a t  Fort Gibson w ith a u th o rity  to  in v e s tig a te  the  s i tu a ­
tio n  and to  hear claims in  order to  s e t t l e  th e  n a tio n 's  f in a n c ia l and 
tre a ty  grievances, But Old S e t tle rs  sneered cyn ically  a t  the  l a t e s t  
c o m iss io n 's  prem ises, fo r  there  had been o th er corm issions, and o ther 
commissions had fa i le d . Western Cherokees remenibered t h e i r  years o f  agony 
and were unmoved; hearsay o f a p lo t  to  a r r e s t  one o f  t h e i r  men a t  an in ­
v e s tig a tiv e  hearing  only strengthened th e i r  anti-Ross sen tim ents. Jchn 
Rogers' " d is tre s s"  over the  preceding th re e  years sharply  etched th e  Old 
S e t t le r  p l ig h t:
For th is  [ try in g  to  g e t ju s t ic e  fo r  th e  Western Cherokees] Have 
I  been outlawed by the  "Eastern Cherokees," iry Homestead se ize d , 
and ny Family turned  out to  the  w ild ern ess , leaving them, w ith­
out the  means o f  subsistence, and my s e l f ,  w ithout th e  means of 
a s s is t in g  them. Outlawed and th rea tened  with an ignominous 
deatîi, I  cannot re tu rn , to  my Ovm country
Treaty Party members re g is te re d  s im ila r  complaints « Harassed lik e  
renegades by p o lice  companies with o rders from n a tio n a l a u th o r i t ie s  "not
to  be seen in  day l ig h t ,"  Treaty Party  leaders resolved to  fra c tu re  th e i r
3 8
John West to  [Amos K endall], 16 Sept. 1844, Kendall Papers;
Ihos. L, Rogers to  Amos Kendall, 27 Sept. 1844, ib id .
34Wm. Armstrong to  T. H. Crawford, 14 Sept. 1844, L .R .O .I.A ., R .88.
^^R. Jones to  Wm. W ilkins, 17 Nov. 1844, ib id .
*^^John Rogers to  Jones, Mason, and B u tle r, 25 Nov. 1844, U. S.
Senate, 28th Cong., 2d S e ss ., Document 140 (Washington, 1845).
U9John Rogers to'Wm. Armstrong, 27 Sept. 1844, L.R.O.I.A., R.88.
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M-3nation  w ith c iv i l  war i f  Ross people again  reso rted  to  v io lence. Ih o u ^  
John Ross claimed th a t  th e  po lice  companies only preserved law and order
liii
in  th e  n a tio n , recorded su ffe rin g s o f iiie Treaty Party  compelled i t s  
leaders to  fe a r  t h a t  any "excitement" in  the  nation  could endanger them. 
Ind iv iduals l o s t  t h e i r  property;, su ffe red  imprisonment, incurred  large  
deb ts , and f le d  to  Arkansas fo r  s a f e t y . T r e a t y  Party sen tirren t, l ik e  
th a t  of the Western Cherokees, favore.d a d iv ision  of the  n a tic n , i t s  funds 
and a rn u i t ie s .
To ge t th is  di.vision, Treaty P arty  leaders in i t ia te d  ta lk s  w ith
rep resen ta tiv es  o f tlie United S ta te s . The;; dared no t c a l l  n'eetings o f
4-8th e i.r  people in  ti'te na tion  because of th e  po lice  p a tro ls ,  which were, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  evident a f te r  "the k i l l in g  o f Isaac .Bushyhead (a prominent 
Ross man), and Treat^^ Party people, were, " flee in g  the  country"in th e  f a l l  
o f  1843 w ith a desperation knovm only to  dispossessed ra.fugees.^^ Agent 
B utler blamed outlaws and renegades ra th e r  than p o l i t ic s  fo r  most o f the. 
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  bu t he despaired of any rec o n c ilia tio n  beiareen the  warring
James S ta r r  e t .  a l . to  John Ross, 21 March 1843, C.N.P.
"^^John Ross to  James S ta r r  e t .  a l . , 22 7iarch 1843, J.R .P .
^^Geo. Paschal to  T. H. Crawford, 21 Aug. 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 87.
^^Benj, Thompson Claim, C.N.P.; John West Claim, ib id . ; Edward 
Welsh Claim, ib id . ; Bird Woodward Claim, ib id . ; John Sydney Claim, ib id . ; 
Wiley B utler Claim, ib id . ; John W. West statem ent, ib id .
^^Nemorial o f Cherokee.C itiz e n s , n .d . , C.N.P.; Josiah  Royce, The 
Cherokee Nation o f  In d ian s, 295
^^Treaty Party  R esolutions, 2 Nov, 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 88.
^^P. M. Butler to  T. H. Crawford, 12 Nov. 1843, ib id , , R, 87.
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fa c tio n s , fo r  the  " irre c o n c ila b le  feud" appeared insoluable.^^
To end th e  feud, Trealy P arty  leaders formed a connnittee, d ra fted  
a memorial, and prepared to  send a delegation led  by Stand Watie to  Wash­
ington .^^ Since they could not l iv e  peacefully  w ith th e  Ross people, and 
c iv i l  war was only "averted  by our unprecedented forbearance," they de­
manded a d iv is ion  of th e  n a tio n  and a payment o f per c ap ita  monies under
52the  provisions o f th e  1835 t r e a ty .  They f e l t  o strac ized  by the  Ross
53government—as did m issionaries who had sympathized with them. Four
thousand Cherokees asked only fo r  th e  money premised them by tre a ty  and
a  chance to  l iv e  a p a rt from th e i r  persecu to rs.^^  As refugees su ffe rin g
55"sq u a llid  VTretchedness" in  Arkansas, they once more demanded ju s t ic e  
from the  United S ta te s .
In  Washington, however, t h a t  ju s t ic e  was e lu s iv e . The delegation 
presented i t s  case , bu t i t  d id  n o t s t i r  adm in istra tive  Washington. Treaty 
Party leaders reminded th e  government th a t  they had signed the  1835 tre a ty  
from "n e c e ss ity , and no t cho ice ," and they had su ffe red  fo r  t h e i r  ac tio n  
th e re a f te r .  In  th e  West, t h e i r  leaders were k i l le d  lik e  vermin o r  
th rea tened  as c rim ina ls , and the  Ross Party surrounded i t s  c h ie f w ith
^°Ib id .
S^Convention o f  Treaty P a rty , 21 Nov, 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R, 88,
52
Resolutions o f Treaty P a rty , 2 Dec, 1843, ib id ,
S, Butrick to  David Greene, 15 Jan, 1844, C,M,P., X; D, S, 
Butrick to  John Howard Payne, 19 Jan , 1844, John Hcwa^ Payne Papers, IX,
54Geo, Paschal to  T, H, Crawford, 22 Jan, 1844, L .R .O .I.A ,, R. 88, 
^̂ Wm, Pelham to  A, H, S ev ier, 1 I'tarch 1844, Special F i le s , B .I.A ,
R, 8,
56Treaty Party Memorial to  President Tyler, L.R.O.I.A,, R, 88,
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armed men, and h ire d  gurmen "waged . . . con tinual wars" upon "the m inority 
57fac tio n s . Pretending to  keep "order they have, a t  various tim es, organ­
ized  b a n d it t i ,  under th e  name o f po lice  companies, who have traversed  the  
country, a rre s tin g  wham they p l e a s e d . R o s s  kep t h is  power by paying 
h is  armed men handsomely, and in  th e  f iv e  years t i e  na tion  had been in  th e  
West some $190,000 had been, i t  was claimed, "swallowed up" in  devious 
ways.^^ T ria ls  o f  p o l i t ic a l  enemies fo r  c iv i l  crimes irade a "mockery" of 
th e  ju d ic ia l  system, and i t  was charged th a t  Ross even supported res id en t 
Seminoles who committed a v a rie ty  o f crirres throughout the na tion .
Branded and hunted as "outlav/s" by the  e s tab lish ed  a u th o r i t ie s , 
the  Treaty P a rty , speaking fo r  900 man and th e i r  fa m ilie s , refused to  en­
dure oppression fo rever. Considered "outlaw s, because a few o f us had 
dared to  s e t  our name to  a T reaty , w ith your c^ni venerated Jackson," they 
demanded th a t  the  United S ta tes  e s ta b lis h  peace in  idie West. They wanted 
more than army in te rv en tio n , fo r  i t  had already shovm i t s  incompetence; 
they demanded a d iv is io n  of th e  na tion  giving the  Treaty Party idie north­
easte rn  sec tio n  o f th e  na tion . I f  th e  United S ta tes  bal]<ed a t  th is  demand. 
Treaty Party men were prepared to  take the  law unto themselves and secure 
i t  through war.







th e  p ro te s ts  end requests o f th e  Treaty P arty  in  1844. Monies " to
strengthen a tyrranny" were, given to  John Ross,^^ and though rneny in  th e
nation  despised the. ch ie f  he reigned s u p r e m e .F e d e r a l  o f f i c ia l s  urged
m inority fac tio n s  to  p resen t t h e i r  grievances not to  Washington but to
64th e  in v es tig a tin g  committee sen t to  the n a tio n .
To th e  a u th o r i t ie s ,  no do’ub t, th e  genuine fa c tio n a l grievances 
remained qu ite  in d is t in c t  from th e  outbre.aJ<s o f  crime which plagued the 
na tion . Tire army, ever c o n trc v e rs ia l , .abandoned Fort Wayne and i.oved to  
Fort Sirith^^—disregard ing  th e  p ro te s ts  o f  Arkansas c i t i z e n s .C h e r o k e e s ,  
however, re jo iced  as th e  arm/ departed s in ce  they had su ffe red  under i t  
"because we a re  In d ia n s , [ fo r]  th e  yyhims, o r  c a p r ise , of g r  O ffice r must 
be exercised ."  Though d isputes v/ith th e  m ilitary; continued, and lone 
so ld ie rs  ware n o t to o  sa fe  outside, t h e i r  p o s ts , th e  army t r ie d  t o  remove 
i t s e l f  from Cherokee d i f f i c u l t i e s .  ̂̂
C iv il crimes were f a r  mere se rio u s than  c o n flic t  w ith th e  arrrry. 
Several white men (some of them tra d e rs )  were, s la in ,  and the  S ta.rr boys
J . A. B ell S E zekiel S ta r r  to  Wm. W ilkins, 10 Ju ly  1844, Special
F i le s , B .I .A ., R. 8,
Geo, W. Paschal to  Ar̂ os K endall, 16 Dec, 1844, Kendal Papers.
^"^Susannah Ridge e t .  to  Jones, Mason and B u tle r , U. S. Senate,
28th Cong., 2d S e s s .,  Document 140, 78-81
^ S jin f ie ld  S co tt n o te , 2 Msrch 1843, Copies o f TiSS in  Adj. Gen. 
O ffice , Oklahoma S ta te  H is to r ic a l Society .
Armstrong e t .  a l .  to  Eck^ard C ross, Ju ly  1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R.
87.
^'^Richard F ie ld s  to  M. DuVal, 19 July; 1843, ib id .
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M. DuVal to  P. M. B u tle r, 18 Feb. 1844, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 88; T.
H. Crawford to  J .  M. P o rte r , 30 Aug. 1843, i b i d . , R, 87.
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te rro r iz e d  the  nation  by caim dtting crimes and flee ing  to  sa fe ty  in  
69Arkansas. In  the  f a l l  o f 1844, "those lum inaries, more, l ik e  te r r ib le .
oomets, than ord inary  'S t a r r ' s ' ,  continued to  v i s i t  o ccassio n a lly , the
Indian country on our border, spreading te r r o r  and alarm, and committing
70divers o f  depredations upon th e i r  ro u te ."
Some c u lp r i ts  were apprehended and t r ie d .  A notorious k i l l e r ,
71Moses A lberty , was captured a f t e r  months o f freedom, and Arkansas auth-
72o r i t ie s  de livered  a mixed-blood w ife -k i l le r  to  the  Cherokee co u rt. The 
accused k i l l e r  o f  the venerable Isaac  Bushyhead, Jacob West, was t r i e d ,  
found g u ilty , and executed, b u t party  s p i r i t  ran high because some whis­
pered th a t  Ross had elim inated a p o l i t i c a l  foe, bu t evidence suggests
73W est's g u i l t  and the  t r i .a l  was conducted according to  the  law. îünor-
i t i e s  could ob ta in  ju s t ic e  from. Cherokee co u rts , fo r  Stand W atie 's b ro th er,
Thomas, gained an acq u ita l from a murder charge because of lack  o f  ev i- 
74dence.
Despite the. recu rren t crim es, idie na tion  continued to  progress in  
a t  le a s t  some a reas . Agent B utler a sse rted  th a t  "aliiost in  every respec t
M. B u tle r to  T. H. Crawford, 29 ,Jan. 1843, ib id . ,  R. 87 ,;
John Ross to  'A DuVal, 16 Sept. 1843, ib id . ; M. DuVal to  T. H. Crawford,
17 Sept. 1843, ib id . ; John Ross to  M. DuVal, 18 Sept. 1843, ib id . ; John 
Ross to  M. DuVal, 21 Sept. 1843, ib id . ; W.S.C. to  John Ross, 25 Sept.
1843, J .R .P .; M. DuVal to  T. H. Crawford, 3 Oct. 1843, L .R .O .I.A ,, R.
87; K. DuVal to  T. H. Crawford, 26 Mov. 1843, ib id .
7n Cherokee Advocate, 2 Nov. 1844,
71John Ross to  Brig. Gen. Taylor, 30 Oct. 1843, U. S. Senate, 28th 
Cong., 2d S e ss ., Document 140, 125; John Ross to  Commandant o f  Gibson, 30 
Oct. 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 87.
72P. M. B u tle r to  T. H. Crawford, 12 Nov. 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 87.
DuVal to  T. IT. Crawford, 18 Oct. 1843, ib id .
Cherokee Advocate, 2 Jan. 1845.
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the  Cherokees have lo s t  the  h ab its  o f  a  barbarous o r ig in , and have f i t t e d  
themselves fo r  a moral a f f in i ty  and p o l i t i c a l  a ssoc ia tion  w ith the  c iv i l -
7 c
ized  rac e ."  The pub lication  o f  The Cherokee Advocate proved a le a s t
p a r t  o f B u tle r’s a sse rtio n ; proposed as e a rly  as 1842, th e  Advocate
sought to  stim ula te  "the moral and in te l le c tu a l  improvement o f the  Cherokee
77people" and to  t e l l  the  world fa c ts  r a th e r  than rumors. Though run by
pro-Ross men, the  Advocate remained f a i r ly  judicious and even perm itted a 
c e r ta in  freedom o f expression by p r in tin g  anti-Ross opinions.
P o l i t i c s , however, in te re s te d  th e  Cherokees more than c u ltu ra l ad­
vance—a t  le a s t  they wrote, more, about i t .  Early in  1843 in te r e s t  in  the
f a l l  e le c tio n s  quickened, and many feared  bloodshed would accompany them
79as su re ly  as dust follows drouth. In  th e  e lec tio n  John Ross, c a llin g
him self a IVhig, defeated George Lowrey (s ty le d  a Locofoco), b u t the e lec -
80tio n  was q u ite  close in  some d i s t r i c t s .  Voters remained calm on e lec tio n  
day, but the  following day, when Isaac  Bushyhead, E lijah  Hicks, and David 
Vann, judges in  the Saline D is t r ic t ,  assembled to  au then tica te  the r e s u l ts ,  
anti-Ross p a rtisan s  sparked an argument. As Bushyhead t r i e d  to  f le e ,
George West and John Work pursued and k i l le d  him. Hicks successfu lly  es­
caped, bu t Vann, tre a su re r  o f th e  n a tio n , was caught and beaten vûth clubs
P. M. B u tler, Annual Report, 30 Sept. 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 87. 
^^John Ross to  Rev, David Greene, 22 Nov. 1842, C.M.P., X.
^^Cherokee Advocate, 26 Sept. 1844, 27 Feb. 1845.
^ % a rd e ll, P o l i t ic a l  H istory o f th e  Cherokee N ation, 51.
7QR. Armstrong to  Edward Cross, 3 Feb. 1843, Copies o f MSS'in Adj. 
Gen. O ffice , 130.
^^Report of David Venn £ Isaac Bushyhead, 7 Aug. 1843, J.R.P.
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before o thers in tervened  and prevented h is  death. Though sane feared  H iat
another anti-R oss "conspiracy" was developing» o thers judged i t  th e  simple
r e s u l t  o f  an a lte rc a t io n  which should "not [be] made a ' p a r ty - a f f a i r . '"
The. possib le  th r e a t  to  John Ross b ro u ^ t  200 o f h is  coherts to  h is  da- 
82fense. Though a rumor c irc u la ted  th a t  Ross had been s l a in ,  he was
go
n e ith e r  harmed nor apparently  in  any danger.
Cherokee a u th o ritie s  a rre s ted  and t r ie d  Jacob West under the  Cher­
okee law fo r  Bushyhead's murder. Ihough he claimed United S ta te s  c it iz e n ­
ship  and immunity f re e  Cherokee, p rosecution , he had liv e d  in  the  nation
84fo r  almost fort^^ 2/ears and was thus considered a Cherokee. He was t r ie d ,  
convicted and hanged. Although the  whole a f f a i r  c rea ted  some un rest in  
the  n a tio n , the m inority fac tio n s accepted the  c o u r t 's  v e rd ic t.
John Ross reported  tlie  murder of Bushyhead to  the  N ational Coun­
c i l ,  bu t he worried more about idie n a tio n 's  finances then about in c i­
den ta l v io lence. He remained determined to  r e je c t  th e  1835 t re a ty  and.to  
nego tia te  a new pact which would pay fo r  the  n a tio n 's  lo sse s—though the  
i'/ashington a u th o r itie s  and rep resen ta tives d is tru s te d  the  Cherokee claims 
and resolved to  make the  nation  pay ,gcve3mm.ent expenses in  so lv ing  the  
Cherokee, problems.
®Vi. Duval to  T, H. Craw.ford, 12 Aug. 1843, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 87. 
Ĝ Ib id .
pq
J .  H. P o rte r  to  T. II. Crawford, 31 Aug. 1843, ib id .
"̂"̂ David C arter to  Brig. Gen. Taylor, 28 Sept. 1843, U. S. Senate, 
28th Cong., 2d S e ss ., Document 140, 120.
^^John Ross Message, 3 Oct. 1843, J .R .P .;  Senate R esolution, 12 
Feb. 1844, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 88; John Tyler Message, 18 Dec. 1843, Congres­
s io n a l Globe, 19 Dec. 1843, }ŒII, 28th Cong., 1 s t Sess.
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John Ross continued to  argue th a t  T yier had promised tliem a new 
tr e a ty  in  1841,^® Contending th a t  h is  government, in  which m inority  fac­
tio n s  held  one-ha lf of the  o f f ic e s ,  "recognizes no party  d is t in c tio n s ,"  
he a sse rted  th a t  "our c o n s titu tio n  and laws are  repub lican , , . . they 
secure equal r ia n ts  and p riv ile g e s  to  each and a l l  free  c i t iz e n s ,  and
87. , . they p ro tec t them in  the  f u l l  enjo^/ment of those r ig h ts  . . . 
( In te re s tin g ly  enough, when The Cherokee Advocate carri.ed th is  sta tem ent, 
i t  reduced the  figu re  Ross gave th e  Secretary  o f ''.hr from one-half to  one- 
th.ird o f the  n a tio n ’s o ff ice s  in  th.e hands of miroriiq; rep re se n ta tiv e s .)
Ihke o ther Cherokee delegations to  ^■hsl'ii.r.gtcn, Ross and h is  friends 
obtained n.oth.ing. They -̂ oi: n e ith e r  ;ioney nor a more d e fin itiv e  re la tio n ­
ship  with t i e  United S t a t e s . R o s s  liid ta lk  ih-th the  Secretary  o f  Ue.r,^^ 
bu t William Wil]d.ns simply to ld  him to  go back to  th e  n a tio n , accept e a r­
l i e r  t r e a t i e s , end allow an appointed in v e s tig a tiv e  commission dispatched 
to  Indian T errito ry  to  s e t t l e  every th ing .
As i f  slapped in  the  face , Ross b i t t e r ly  denounced what he ca lled  
United S ta te s  evasiveness. He a sse rte d  th a t  no se ttlem en t not meeting h is  
s t ip u la tio n s  would be "defin itive ." because the  "very existence" o f th e
^^John Ross e t .  a l .  to  Wm. W ilk ins, 19 A pril 1844, Special F i le s ,  
B .I .A ., R. 8; Cherokee Advocate, 19 A pril 1844; John Ross e t .  a l .  to  Wm. 
W ilkins, 6 May 1844, Special F i le s ,  B .I .A ., R. 8.
^^Jchn Ross e t .  a l .  to  Wm. W ilkins, 14 .May 1844, Special F i le s , 
B .I .A ., R. 8.
88John Ross e t .  a l .  to  Wm. W ilk ins, 30 May 1844, ib id . ; Cherokee 
Advocate, 28 Nov, 1844.
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Wm. Wilkins to  John Ross e t .  a l . , 3 June 1844, ib id . ; John Ross 
e t . a l . to  'Wm. W ilkins, 4 June 1844, Specia l F i le s ,  B .I .A ., R, 8,
^%m. W ilkins to  John Ross a t .  a l . , 8 Ju ly  1844, Cherokee Advocate, 
5 Dec. 1844.
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Cherokee Nation balanced p recariously  upon th e  p o s s ib il i ty  o f th e  tre a ty  
promised by P residen t T yler, Ross argued th a t  the  Cherokees were, re a lly  
more law-abiding than most Indian t r ib e s  and th a t  t h e i r  crimes had been 
in f la te d  a l l  out o f  proportion  by hearsay , fo r  nothing a ile d  the  nation  
th a t  time and an equ itab le  t re a ty  would not h e a l. M editating l ik e  a monk 
in  h is  c e l l  upon th e  horro rs o f removal and h is  i  11-success in  Washington, 
Ross returned  " to  th e  l ip s  of th e  widowed mothers and h e lp less  orphans 
. . . melancholy monum.ents o f th e  want and a f f l ic t io n "  re su ltin g  from the
91
in d if fe re n t and thus harsh  p o lic ie s  o f  tlie United S ta te s ,
Entering the  Cherokee N ation, Ross encountered rumors o f an assas- 
92s in a tio n  p lo t ,  but nothing o f th e  s o r t  occurred. Resolved to  re ta in  i t s  
supremacy, th e  Ross Party  t r ie d  to  g loss over the n a tio n 's  d issension by 
blaming se lf-seek in g  men ivith no n aü o îia l s p i r i t  fo r  spreading "firebrands 
of dissension" and p ro jec tin g  a  bad image o f th e  t r ib e  before, the  United 
S ta te s ,
To end "unlawful depredations" upon th e  property and persons of
Cherokee c itiz e n s  which b lu rred  th a t  image, th e  N ational Council decided
to  quash th e  "combination o f persons, both white and red ,"  responsib le  fo r  
. . . 94
the  d i f f i c u l t i e s , Surveying th e  na tion  a f t e r  months o f  f u t i l i t y  in
Washington, Ross found a people deprived o f seme of i t s  g re a t leaders— 
including Jesse  Bushyhead, the  la te  Chief Ju s tic e  o f  the  Supreme Court,
9^John Ross e t ,  to  Wm. W ilkins, 17 Ju ly  1844, Special F ile s ,
B .I.A ,, R, 8; Cherokee Advocate, 5 Dec, 1844,
92Cherokee Advocate, 26 Sept, 1844,
93 lb id , , 5 Oct, 1844,
9Rioses Daniel Message, 15 Oct. 1844, Cherokee Advocate, 19 Oct,
1844,
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"a man of good n a tu ra l sense , uprigh t in  h is  dea lings , exemplary in  con­
duct, kind in  fe e lin g , independent in  c h arac te r, and one who had deeply
a t  h e a r t ,  tlie  w elfare of h is  whole people, among whom, he strove  to  in cu l-
95cate  the p rin c ip le s  o f  o rd er, industry;, and r e l ig io n ,’*
Deeply grieved by th is  loss o f friends and a d v iso rs , Ross l a ­
mented th e i r  demise. With th e  res igna tion  of an Athenian philosopher he 
admonished h is  people:
While we b a ; in  suJimission to  th is  most s ig n a l d ispensation  of 
Providence, we should always bear in  mind th a t  our caree r in  
l i f e  v ;ill soon end—when \-ie aJ.l must follov.? the  departed, We 
cannot, th e re fo re , be too strongly  impressed ivith the impor­
tance o f so discharging our respec tive  d u tie s , as good and 
f a i th fu l  se rv an ts , th a t  our ind iv idual and 1 laticnal^prosperity / 
may be promoted, and our future, happiness secured,
He assured them th a t  he was s t i l l  working to  solve tlie  n a tio n ’s problems
th ro u ^  a new trea.ty  which would provide fo r  most Clierokee claim s,
■ The United S ta tes d isc red ited  most clai.ms, and the  in v e s tig a tiv e
co'imission d ispa td ied  to  tlie nation had orders to  delve, through the  myriad
claims and counter-claim s with a l l  the. p e rs is ten ce  o f hard-rock miners to  
97
g e t a t  the t ru th .  When th e  commission a rr iv e d , the  Old S e t t le rs  and the
98Treaty Party seemed anxious to  coopera.te, but John Ross disdained to
meet i t  unless i t  met in  the  n a tio n 's  c a p i ta l , Tahlequah, in s tea d  o f a t
99th e  mouth o f  the  I l l i n o i s  River, He in s is te d  th a t  only in  Tahlequah 
95Ib id , , 9 Nov, 18W; ib id , , 26 Sept. 1844,
^^John Ross Message, ib id , , 28 Nov, 1844,
97W illiam Wilkins to  General R, Jones, 18 Oct, 1844, U, S, Senate, 
28th Cong., 2d S e ss ,, Document 140, 2,
98John Rogers to  Jones, Ifeson, and B u tle r, 20 Nov, 1844, i b id , ,  
129, ------
99John Ross to  Jones, Mason, and Butler, 20 Nov, 1844, ib id , , 128,
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could th e  coirrnission g e t a  tru e  in s ig h t  in to  the  Cherokees—elsewhere 
they would be misled by fa c tio n a l rh e to r ic ,
But th e  commissioners, le s s  concerned with c o n c ilia tin g  John Boss 
than w iih s e t t l in g  th e  Cherokees' in te rn a l  squabbles, moved ahead. P ierce 
B u tle r, agent fo r  the  Cnerokees, ou tlined  the  ccmmission's appeal:
Co-"■a then , as b ro tlie rs , v7i‘th one hand and one. h e a r t—prepare 
to  sacrifice , rit tine a l t a r  of your corrron countnyVs good, a.3.1 
past b itte rn e ss  and d isco n ten ts , ready to  smoke, tine "Caluniet o f 
Pe.ace,” th a t  i t  may h e re a f te r  be proclaimed tha.t you are. once 
more, a un ited  and happy people.
Long enough have our b ro thers and neighbors heard the angry 
voice o f c iv i l  b ro ils  and commotion among th e  Cherokees. Put a  
s to p ,to  these fu r th e r  forebodings o f i l l  disposed and jealous 
men.
As th e  Indians responded to  th e  in v ita t io n , th e  coznmission urged:
In  s ta t in g  your a lleged  wrongs, and a sse r tin g  o r v ind ica ting  on 
e i th e r  s ide  what you believe, to  be your r ig h ts ,  l e t  your pro­
ceedings, here and elsew here, be. peacefu l, caM  d ig n ified ; your 
words and conduct tempered w ith a C hristian  s p i r i t ,  and marked 
by a  generous bearing , each toward the. o ther—by th e  strong  as 
w ell as the  weaker p a rty ; and remember th a t  you are  s t i l l  the  
b reth ren  o f one n a tio n , as we a re  a l l  ch ild ren  o f th e  One Great 
S p i r i t ,  who holds us accountable, fo r ,o u r  acts as c e r ta in ly  as 
vje a re  th i s  day assembled to g e th e r.
Though John Ross refused  to  a tten d  the  hearings, he sen t a  group
103of observers and re p re se n ta tiv e s . He s t i l l  demanded th a t  the  proceed­
ings be held  a t  Tahlequah, "where t h e i r  in q u ir ie s  could be prosecuted 
w ith more advantage to  the  cause o f  t r u th ,  and w ithout exc iting  alarm  in
^^^John Ross to  Jones, Mason and B u tle r, 3 Dec. 1844, ib id . , 135.
^^^Proclamaticm o f  P. M, B u tle r , 5 Dec. 1844, Cherokee Advocate,
5 Dec. 1844.
^^^Joum al o f Proceedings o f  Commission, 5 Dec. 1844, U. S. Senate, 
28th Cong., 2d S e ss ., Document 140, 59.
^°^Ibid.
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104the  minds o f the  people." He fu r th e r  demanded th a t  Agent B u tler " in te r ­
pose your a u th o rity , and to  a ffo rd , to  th e  Cherokee N ation, th e  pledged 
p ro tec tian  o f your Government, ’a g a in st domestic s t r i f e , ’ and to  suppress
a fa c tio n , which," w ith th e  approbation o f th e  United S ta te s , might en-
105danger the  n a tio n ’s t r a n q u il i ty .  The. Ross po lice  companies, however, 
d isrup ted  the  nation  by surrounding and harassing  an Old S e t t le r ,  William 
Dutch, b u t no harm was done, and "the excitem ent passed l ik e  an afternoon 
shower.
The United S ta te s  commissioners soon saw the  importance o f the  1835 
tr e a ty , the  removal, and th e  1840 a c t o f  union. General ArbudcLe fu r th e r  
contended
th a t ,  had th e  per c ap ita  money been received by th e  ’old s e t t l e r s , ’ 
they would have been s a t i s f ie d  w ith the  a c t o f  union, and peace 
and q u ie t , i f  no t p e rfe c t harmony, would have reigned in  the na­
t io n ;  prem ising, o f course, th e  g o v e r^ e n t to  be adm inistered vdth 
moderation end equal ju s t ic e  to  a l l .
The commission iToved to  the  Old .Agency, ju s t  th ir te e n  miles from Tahlequah,
and heard more, testim ony, bu t Ross s t i l l  refused  to  cooperate, rlis po lice
107companies complicated th ings by being "obtrusive" and th rea ten ing . 
T estify ing  before th e  commission, John Rogers contended th a t  the  1840 a c t 
of union had only been approved because "a very strong  influence, was 
b r o u ^ t  to  bear on th e  ’old s e t t l e r s , ’ by the  United S ta tes  Government, 
th ro u ^  General Arbuckle, in  whom th e  ’old s e t t l e r s ’ had unbounded
^O^john Ross to  P. H. B u tle r, 6 Dec. 1844, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 89.
lOSpbid.
^^^.Minutes o f  the  Proceedings o f  the  Commission, 17 Dec. 1844,
U. S. Senate, 28th Cong., 2d S e ss ., Document 140, 17.
^^^R. Jones to  Wm. Wilkins, 18 Dec. 1844, L.R.O.I.A., R. 89.
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108confidence." Though they had accepted i t  a t  the  tim e, the  Western 
Cherokees quickly becaiie d is illu s io n e d  because th e  dominant party  fa ile d  
to  uphold i t s  p a r t  o f the  agreenent.
As th e  commission moved again ( th is  time, to  Fort Gibson), i t  en­
countered a. maze which perplexed any in v e s tig a to r  try in g  to  unravel the  
tangled  Cherokee dilemma. In  t h e i r  f in a l  re p o r t, th e  commissioners d is ­
counted the  suf.ferings of m inority fac tions and charged th e  United S tates 
w ith p a r t ia l  re sp o n s ib ili ty  fo r  keeping d issension  a liv e  by hearing r iv a l  
delegations in  Washington. They did suggest, however, th a t  a " ju s t  and 
lib e ra l"  t r e a ty ,  pa tterned  a f t e r  the  promise o f  P residen t T y ler, would 
accomplish a g rea t deal. Nothing could be done about th e  1835 t r e a ty ,
and p ast v iolence could scarce ly  be erased by f i a t ,  bu t the  nation  might
109find  peace in  an equ itab le  se ttlem en t.
Even th e  much-abused po lice  companies o f John Ross were v indi­
cated by th e  commission. I t  ru led  th a t  " i t  does not appear th a t  the 
a rre s ts  have been numerous, or wantonly made, though i t  i s  l ik e ly  th a t  
the  surveilance exercised  by some o f the  po lice  companies may, in  some 
in stan ces , have been ca rried  too .far,"^*^ In b r ie f ,  the commission s ta te d :
In  view o f a l l  these  ascerta ined  f a c ts ,  th e  a lle g a tio n  " th a t 
they cannot l iv e  in  peace in  th e  same community with th e i r  a l ­
leged oppressors" i s  o f l i t t l e  w e i^ t ,  and ought n o t, in  th e  
opinion o f  the  commissioners, to  be en te rta in ed .
1 n 8Finutes o f Proceedings o f  Commission, 3 Jan. 184-5, U. S. Senate, 
28th Cong., 2d S e ss ., Document 140, 17,
109Report o f  Gen. Roger Jones, L t. Col. Richard B. Mason, P ierce 
M. B u tler to  Sm. W ilkins, 17 Jan. 1845, Cherokee Advocate, 12 June 1845;
U. S. Senate, 28th Cong., 2d S e ss ., Document 140, 5-8,
^ l° Ib id ,, 9.
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The commissioners have, discovered, th a t  even while, p resen t 
on th e  sp o t, where, they are. ab le  in  most cases to  e l i c i t  the. 
t r u th ,  complaints have caiie up, e i th e r  frivo lous in  the  extreme, 
o r no t t r u e ,  And i t  i s  believed th a t  the  "old  s e t t le r s "  and.
"tre.at\/ pariy" enjoy, under th.e "ac t o f union" anc'i the  co n sti­
tu tio n  o f the  Cherokee na tion , l ib e r t . / , property., and l i f e ,  in  
as auch s e c u r i t /  as th e  r e s t  o f the  Cherokees,
Another coim ission entered Indi.an Territory; to  t r y  and so lve the  
c la ir s  o.F the  Onerekees, bu t i t  t-oc. found c o n flic ts  and animosit-' w iih in  
the  nation  im.possibls to  reso lve. As one commissioner sur'/eyed the  3.e.ng- 
thy task  o f hearing  2,000 claims through an in te rp re .te r , he groaned tha.t 
he "should be glad to  be freed  from th e  .most irksome duty I ever under-
11 O
took." The commission asserted :
No claims w ill  be in v estig a ted  by the  p resen t board th a t  
come no t w ith in  the  provisions o f th a t  [1835] Treaty—which has 
been a r e a l  Pandora's box, whence, have sprung f u l l  gravn among 
the  Cherokee people te n  thousand wrongs, vexations, je a lo u s ie s , 
heart-burnings and o th er e v i ls ,  tram pling down th e i r  r ig h ts ,  
engendering p re ju d ices , d istu rb ing  th e i r  peace and se rio u sly  
re ta rd in g  th e i r  grc;vth in  numbers, knowledge, m orality  and a 
wholesome c iv i l iz a t io n ,
But commissions could in v e s tig a te , and analyze, end suggest, and 
fulminate vdthout so lv ing  any basic  problems. Reports were f i l e d ,  bu t no 
ac tian  followed. Thus Cherokees prepared once again to  d ispatch  delega­
tio n s to  Washington, ^ a n d  since gnawing grievances s t i l l  e x is te d , th e  
nation  entered  perhaps th e  most bloody and d isastro u s "time o f troub les"  
between the  removal and the  c iv i l  war,
m i b i d , , 9,
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John T, Mason to  Sm, W ilkins, 8 Feb, 1845, L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 89,
113U. S, Commission statem ent, 13 Feb, 1845, Cherokee Advocate,
13 Feb, 1845, --------------------------
^^Vohn Rogers to Matthew Arbuckle, 18 Jan, 1845, Kendall Papers,
CHAPTER XII
A TIÆ OF TROUBLES
And n œ , l ik e  reapers who s t a r t  from opposite 
sides o f a r ic h  man’s f ie ld  and b ring  th e  wheat o r 
barley  tumbling davn in  armfuls t i l l  t h e i r  swathes 
u n ite , the  Trojans and Achaeans f e l l  upon each 
o th er to  destroy .
— liom er
A ll v is ib le  o b je c ts , men, a re  b u t as pastebos.rd 
masks. But in  each event—in  th e  liv in g  a c t ,  the  
undoubted deed—th e re , some unknown b u t s t i l l  rea­
soning th ing  puts fo r th  the  mouldings o f i t s  fea­
tu res  fror. behind the  unreasoning mask.
—Herman M elv ille
From the ea rly  months o f 1845 u n t i l  th e  successfu l t r e a ty  o f 
August, 1846, th e  Cherokee Nation ree led  ijinder th e  turbulenoe o f in te rn a l 
d issension . Murders were common, armed bands s ta lk e d  the  countryside, 
and hundreds o f  Cherokees l e f t  t h e i r  homes to  seek refuge under o th er 
governments,
For those remaining in  th e  n a tio n , i t  requ ired  no l i t t l e  a g i l i ty  
to  stay  a liv e —p a rtic u la r ly  i f  one’s p o l i t ic a l  convictions were pub li­
cized. Much o f  the  violence had no p o l i t ic a l  connection, but each Ic illing  
t in g le d  fa c tio n a l nerves and s e t  th e  nation  on edge. Charles Thornton, 
an Old S e t t le r  who had signed th e  1840 a c t o f  union and served on th e  
N ational Council, was sho t fou r tim es and stabbed seventeen tim es by an 
unkna-jn a s s a ila n t  (o r a ssa ila n ts )  w hile sleep ing  in  h is  hone on th e
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Arkansas R iver,^  John F ie ld s , a  s ig n e r of th e  1835 t r e a ty ,  was k i l le d  
a f t e r  a drunken brawl follov.’ing a horse race a t  Cow Skin P ra ir ie .  Con­
side red  "a man o f d iss ip a te d  h a b its  and a v io le n t, overbearing disposi -  
2
t io n ,"  F ie ld s ' friends a id  r e la tiv e s  reported ly  k i l le d  him! Lewis
Rogers, an Old S e t t le r ,  was k i l le d  by members of th e  Ross fa c tio n , bu t i t
was, perhaps, the  outcome of a "sm all scrape" ra th e r  than p o l i t i c a l  r e t r i -  
3bu tion . Another Cherokee, William, Nicholson, su ccessfu lly  engaged th ree  
American so ld ie rs  in  a brawl a f t e r  a " f ro lic "  near Fort Gibson got out of 
hand and b ru ta lly  stabbed them—two o f them, f a ta l ly .^  B ill  Kiwass died
a f t e r  an Arkansas drinking bout ended in  a b lood-bath.^ Thr^e more Chero-
fi 7ke.es died v io le n tly  in  May, a wayiva.rd Creek was s la in ,  and th ree  Chero-
Q
kees perished  during August, September, and October,
N ational a u th o r i t ie s , l ik e  bewildered po lice  commissioners w ith­
out clues to  a crime, denounced violence but remained immiobile. Echoing 
th e  o f f i c i a l  opinion, the  Advocate lamented the many murders and hangings 
i t  had to  p r in t  as "a source of much m o rtif ica tio n  to  our n a tio n a l p rid e ,"  
and blamed "desperate characters" plaguing th e  nation  fo r  most o f i t s
^Qierokee Advocate, 6 Feb, 1845,
^Ib id , , 27 Feb, 1845,
^Ib id ,
^Ib id , , 20 March 1845, 
^Ibid,
^Ib id , , 15 May 1845,
7
Robert Brovne Report, 28 June 1845, L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 89, 
^Cherokee Advocate, 14 Aug, 1845, 11 Sept, 1845, 23 Oct, 1845,
209
g
problems# The Advocate complained about the bad public image fabricated  
by an American press which savored runors o f a trocity  and dism issed more 
constructive Cherokee achievenents » The Cherokee ed itor sa id  "wild and 
mischievous s to r ie s  are put in  circulation» by designing, ignorant or 
over-credulous in d iv id u a ls, in  regard to  matters connected with the Cher­
okees. Part o f the actual problem was beyond Cherokee con tro l, how­
ever, for  w ild "scenes o f d issip a ticn  and prostitution" around Fort Gibson 
could only be elim inated by m ilitary enactment.
Agent Butler buttressed these Cherokee assertion s. Though "bit­
te r  h o stility "  cropped up lik e  a lk a li on a desert flo o r , p o lit ic a l hatreds 
wrought le s s  v iolence than unrestrained lu s t for "plunder" by renegades 
o f assorted n a tic n a lit ie s , and sane national p o lice  aided cu lp rits ty  
warning them o f intending arrests. Yet even the apparent n on -p o litica l 
violence had faction a l overtones, for  Butler predicted th at i f  "irrespcns- 
ib le  persons" started  trouble the store o f Lewis Ross would be attacked 
f ir s t .
Trying to  bring sane suspected renegades to  ju s tic e , p o lice  ar­
rested  twenty-two year-old Washington Starr and h is  nineteen year-old
13friend , Suel Rider, fo r  Charles Thornton's murder. Ihe t r ia l  was held  
a t Tahlequah, and widespread fears troubled -die nation; the men were gen­
era lly  supposed innocent o f the charges, but i f  they were convicted 1he
Îb id . , 27 Feb. 1845.
^°Ib id .
^ I b id . , 24 ^ r i l  1845.
12P. M. Butler to  T. H. Crawford, 28 June 1845, L.R.O.I.A., R. 89.
James P ritchet Report, 28 June 1845, ib id .
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Treaty Party might be excited  to  v i o l e n c e . I h e y  were soon released  from
custo<fy, but th e ir  enemies were not appeased u n til they were elim inated ,
and they soon had opportunity for  retrib u tion .
On November 1 , 1845, seven t a l l ,  su r ly , rough-looking men crept
through the darkness toward the home o f John R oss's son-in -law , R. J .
Meigs, W itnesses had seen the Starr gang in  the area the previous n i ^ t ,
and others claimed th a t they could recognize Tern and E llis  Starr in  the
l i ^ t  o f Meigs' house a fter  th ^  had ig n ited  it,^ ^  Since some w hites
would "rather meet the D evil h im self than Tom S t a r r , M e i g s  was w ithout
question frightened , and he slipped throu^  the back door and escaped,
17but the "gang o f outlaws" retreated unopposed from the Tahlequah area 
leaving Meigs' house a p ile  o f ashes.
Such arson aroused Ross people to  action . Members o f the N ational 
Council discussed the in cid en t, and ta lk  soon inflamed more v o la t ile  Ross 
adherents. They resolved to  s e t t le  the Starr problem once and fo r  a l l .
On Saturday n i^ t ,  November 5 , the council created a lig h t horse company
to  apprehend the S tarrs, Ju d icia l procedure had fa ile d  to  h a lt them, so
18Ross men decided to  liq u id ate  g u ilty  Starrs "by mob law," One Cherokee
cried  that "the way to  get c lear of such out-laws was to  cut the root o f
19the tr e e , and then the branches would w ither and d ie,"  E lijah  H icks,
M, B utler to  T, H, Crawford, 15 July 1845, ib id ,
^^Oo-nah-cher-sah e t , testim ony, H, R, Document 185, 198,
^^Jchn R, Ridge to  Stand W atie, 17 April 1846, C.N.P,
17Cheroikee Advocate, 6 Nov, 1845,
^%chn F, Wheeler testim ony, H. R, Document 185, 214,
^^Thos, E, Wilson to  J , McKissick, 9 Feb, 1846, L.R.O.I.A., R. 90,
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clerk  o f Ihe National Committee, hoped "the matter would be carried on,
20without stoppage u n til i t  was se ttle d  one way or the other," and national 
o f f ic ia ls  apparently knew th at the Starrs were marked for death, for an 
observer concluded th a t the death p lo t was formulated "under circumstances
frcm heresay and otherw ise, o f the knowledge cer ta in ly , o f a portion o f
21the head men o f th e Council."
To execute the p lo t, twenty or th ir ty  men assembled under the lea ­
dership o f John P otatoes, a lieu tenan t in  the n ation 's p o lice  compare, and 
rode toward the Starr farm. As the Sunday-morning sun chased the c h ill
from the earth , the company rode brisk ly  up the path to  James S tarr's is o -  
22
la ted  house. James, the father o f the wanted men, to ld  h is  fam ily to
le t  th e men search the house in  hopes they would then depart. He calmly
stepped out on the front porch to  wash h is  fa ce , and as he stood there
slu gs tore in to  h is  bocfy and le f t  him l if e le s s  on the weather-stained  
23boards. His fourteen year-old son. Buck, started  to  help h is  father
pour water but dashed toward the nearby woods as h is  father collapsed .
Four b u lle ts  lodged in  h is  sm all bocfy, and he f e l l  to  the ground, writhing
24and m ortally wounded—thou ^  he would p ain fu lly  su ffer  s ix  more weeks.
Finishing th e ir  ta sk , the men unsuccessfu lly tr ie d  to  k i l l  two sm aller
25S tarrs, aged fiv e  and e i ^ t .
ZOlbid.
^^ Ib id .
22George H ., Joseph M. Starr to  John Rogers, Vto. Dutch, 11 Nov. 
1845, i b i d . . R. 89.
^^Ib id .
24Testimony of Nelly S ta rr, H. R. Document 185, 202.
^^Ibid.
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As the r e st o f the fam ily took cover or ran in to  "the woods» the 
"police” entered the house o f J« M, Woods and dragged out Suel Rider, a 
nephew o f James Starr and an Old S e ttle r  who had joined the Treaty Party.
Ten men fired  a t him and another plunged a butcher kn ife in to  h is  bocfy,
26
and h e, lik e  h is  kinsmen, perished. A p o lice  detachment then sought
27Bleuford Richer, but he was warned o f th e ir  approach and escaped^ Wash­
ington Starr had been out early and enœuntered the company on the road. 
Ihey opened f ir e , and he ran for cover. With a b u lle t in  h is  arm and
2 8fiv e  holes in  h is  flapping sh ir t , Washington fle d  to  sh e lter  in  Arkansas.
Five ciays la te r , Thomas B. Watie was k ille d  a t a friend’s place
on Lee's Creek. A brother o f Stand W atie, and o f equally sm all sta tu re ,
29he (lik e  Suel Rider) could not have burned Ifeigs’ house sin ce Meigs him-
30s e l f  te s t if ie d  th a t the arson ists were a l l  large men. N evertheless, the
ccmpaity "arrested" Watie. He asked to  put on h is  c lo th es, but even as he
prepared to  go with them he was fe lle d  from behind with a tomahawk and
31shot by h is  captors. IWo o f Stand W atie's brothers had now perished a t  
the hands o f h is  fo es .
S ix days la te r  a p o lice  œmpany surrounded the hone o f two more 
Cherokees, k ille d  them, and s ile n t ly  vanished in to  the darkness. Ihey
^^Mary W<x>d testim ony, ib id . , 204.
^^Geo. H ., Joseph M. Starr to  John Rogers, Wm. Dutch, 11 Nov.
1845, L.R.O.I.A., R. 89.
^Washington Starr Testimony, 7 Feb. 1846, H. R. Document 185, 205.
29 *Jchn McDaniel Testimony, ib id . , 203.
30Jchn F. Wheeler Testimony, ib id . , 215.
31Char-wah-you-kah Testimony, ib id . , 207.
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32l e f t  only death th re a ts  to  any inform ants. On Christmas, John Ward
died in  an apparently  n o n -p o litic a l braw l, and two days l a t e r  Charles
Smith perished . On January 9 , 1846, G ranville  Rogers, son o f an Old Set-
33
t i e r  c h ie f , Jchn Rogers, was k i l le d —th e  apparent v ictim  o f a  grudge.
The attem pted liq u id a tio n  o f th e  pro-Treaty Party  S ta r r  family 
t e r r i f i e d  anti-R oss people. They began flee in g  across th e  border in to  
Arkansas l ik e  geese on the  edge o f a  n o r th e r 's  c r isp  ga le . One family 
f le d  t o  Fort Smith b u t retu rned  in  a few days to  re tr ie v e  t h e i r  posses­
sions and found a  la rg e  number o f men s la u ^ te r in g  t h e i r  hogs and con­
f isc a tin g  t h e i r  ho ld ings. One Ross man claimed th a t  a l l  refugees ' be­
longings au to n a tic a lly  became "public p roperty ,"  but another Cherokee pro-
34-duced orcters from Jchn Rcss to  stop  the  p il la g e . Attempting to  justi:fy  
h is  actdcn as a member o f th e  po lice  company, "a man by th e  name o f L iver 
remarked th a t  th e  council was to  blame, and not them, fo r  what had been
done; and i f  i t  had not been fo r  th e  council, th e re  never would have been
35any d istu rbance." In  th is  opinion General Arbuckle concurred, and he 
demanded th a t  a l l  l ig h t  horse companies be d isso lved; i f  th e  n a tion  would 
not preserve the  peace so th a t  refugees could re tu rn , he th rea tened  to  
send in  h is  dragoons to  m aintain order.
Ross people made no attem pt to  hide such te rro rism —they boldly 
proclaimed the  n ecessity  o f  i t .  They sa id :
^%ancy Humphries Testimony, ib id . , 208.
Arbuckle to  A djt. Gen., 17 Jan . 1846, ib id . , 231.
^^ancy  Humphries Testimony, ib id . , 209.
3Sibid.
Arbuckle to  George Lowrey, 15 Nov. 1845, ib id . , 166-167.
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James S ta r r  was th e  Father o f th e  notorious outlaw , Thomas 
S ta r r  and was d o u b tle ss , th e  r in g  lead er o f the  gang o f  desper­
adoes th a t  has so long in fe s te d  th is  Country. Suel R ider and 
Wash. S ta r r ,  were once t r i e d  fo r  a s s is t in g  in  th e  murder o f  Thorn­
to n  and were bo th , th e re  i s  every reason to  be lieve  a c tiv e ly  con­
cerned only in  th e  outrages mentioned l a s t  week, but a lso  in  
o thers equally  fien d ish .
The k i l l in g  o f  these  men i s  contrary  to  law, and as such i s  
to  be re g re tte d , although i t  seems to  have been ab so lu te ly  ne­
cessary ,^^
S t i l l  more: th e  "excitem ent" aroused by the  k i l l in g  o f  th e  S ta r r s  was
lik e ly  to  continue, " to  a g re a te r  o r  le s s  degree, u n t i l  th e  gang o f  des-
38peradoes . . . s h a l l  be brought to  ju s t ic e ."
To Treaty P arty  men, and to  General Arbuckle as w e ll, th e  manhunt
and murders in d ica ted  something more than  an e f f o r t  to  b ring  outlaws to
ju s t ic e .  The obvious fe a r  o f Treaty Party  people and th e  number who had
abandoned td ie ir possessions to  l iv e  as refugees showed th e  beginnings o f
39a la rg e -sca le  p o l i t i c a l  purge. The so -ca lled  p o lice  companies, though 
invested  w ith o f f i c i a l  trap p in g s , o ften  behaved fe ro c io u sly ; th re e  weeks 
a f t e r  Suel Rider was s la in  in  h is  f ro n t  yard , "a po lice  conçany who pro­
fessed  to  be ac ting  under th e  le g a l a u th o r itie s  o f  the  na tion  came to  h e r 
[R id e r 's  mother’s ]  house, th e  same place where they  had murctered h e r  son,
and h e ld  a  war dance ; they  took h e r  com  and fed th e i r  horses w hile ho ld - 
uo
ing  th e  danoe."
Though Ross p ro tagon ists  t r ie d  to  persuade people t h a t  only out­
laws were being k i l l e d ,  subsequent in v e s tig a tia n  showed o therw ise.
^^Cherokee Advocate, 13 Nov. 1845.
^^Ib id . , 20 Nov. 1845.
oq
M. Arbuckle to  G. Lowrey, 20 Nov. 1845, H. R. Document 185, 168,
40Mary Wood Testimory, ib id , , 204.
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Witnesses t e s t i f i e d  th a t  the  S ta rrs  could n o t have burned Meigs' house 
(which had provoked Boss conpanies to  v io le n ce ), and James S ta r r ,  un like
41
h is  wayward sons, was a  respected , honorable man» A fter another a n t i -  
Ross man, Charles Smith, defied  LitrtLe John Brown, who bragged th a t  he 
had k i l le d  Bean S ta r r ,  a  group o f Brown's fr ien d s  came to  Sm ith's house, 
dragged him from bed, and k i l le d  him. In  th e  group o f a ssa ila n ts  were 
some proninent members o f th e  Ross fac tio n —including  James Lowrey, son
42
of A ssis tan t Chief Lowrey,
As anti-R oss people f le d  from th e  n a tio n  o r  co llec ted  around Stand
43
Watie and h is  l i t t l e  army a t  F o rt Wayne, murders and u n res t continued. 
Though seme Watie people t h o u ^ t  th a t  th e  Ross fac tio n  was losing  s tren g th  
and "some o f  th e  Ross party  , , , fe e l  d e sp ir ite d  and th in k  th e i r  s i tu a ­
t io n  as a  p a rty  growing d a ily  more precarious v io le n tly  vocal Ross 
p a rtis a n s , l ik e  sharp-tongued busy-bodies in  convention, waxed ever more 
s t r id e n tly ,  Anderson Springston, a  member o f  th e  N ational Committee, 
bragged he was n o t a f ra id  to  k i l l  aiyone, th a t  he had known James S ta r r  
would d ie , and was confident Stand Watie and h is  armed men a t  Fort Wayne 
would soon p e rish ,
^^Cherokee Advocate, 4 Dec. 1845; Testimony o f  Charles Rease e t ,  
a l , , H, R, Document 185, 192-194,
42Major B, L, E, Bonneville and Captain Nathan Boone to  Brig,
Gen, Arbuckle, i b i d , , 185-186; Cherokee Advocate, 8 Jan, 1846; James 
McKissick to  W illiam M edill, 12 Jan . l84é , L .R .O .I.A ., R, 90,
43Cherokee Advocate, 29 Jan , 1846; Beauford A lberty Statem ent,
H, R, Document 1Ô5, 222-223; L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 90; Cherokee Advocate, 29 Jan , 
1846.
44S, Bindley? to  Stand W atie, n . d , , C.N.P.
^^John Williams Statement, 10 March 1846, L.R.O.I.A., R. 90.
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Watie people s tru ck  back l ik e  in ju red  g rizz ley s  and k i l le d  two
ifB
Ross men I Samuel M artin and Stand D ority. Stand had helped k i l l  James 
S ta r r  and Suel R ider; a t  a  neighborhood dance Wheeler Fought s ly ly  asked 
Stand to  go o u tsid e  fo r  a drink o f  whiskey, and w hile 1he couples w hirled 
in s id e  Stand walked in to  th e  Treaty Party  t r a p . Five guns blazed and 
eleven knife-wounds perfo ra ted  h is  bO(^ vh ich , shorn o f  i t s  sc a lp , was
47
not found u n t i l  th e  next morning. Though w ithout evidence, many su s-
48
pected the  S ta r r  beys o f th e  cnm e.
Yet th e  Ross fac tio n  was n o t th e  only Cherokee group su ffe rin g
frcm th e  ravages o f  th e  S ta r r  gang. Stand Watie and h is  follow ers wanted
49to  d rive  them frcm th e  n a tic n , and th is  incu rred  th e  outlaw s' enmity.
The S ta rrs  continued th e i r  depredations, and in  l a t e  March, 1846, they 
k i l le d  a  seventy-year-o ld  Cherokee and s to le  a  young Negro bcy.^*^ Though 
some Cherokee outlaws were brought to  ju s t ic e ,  th e  S ta rrs  were e lu s iv e , 
and the  na tion  was " in  a  most woeful condition" w ith  "almost da ily  mur­
ders . Another Cherokee lamented th a t  "murders in  th e  country have been
so frequent u n t i l  th e  people care as l i t t l e  about hearing  these  th ings as
52they would h ear o f th e  death o f a  common dog." Searching h is  mind fo r
Arbuckle sta tem ent, H. R. Document 185, 195; Cherokee 
Advocate, 29 Jan . 1846; James McKissick to  Wm. M edill, 22 March 1846,
H. fe. Document 185, 225.
47
James McKissick to  I# . M edill, 23 March 1846, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 90. 
^^Ib id .
^^A. Williamson to  James C. P r ic e , ^ r i l  1846, C.N.P.
^^Cherokee Advocate, 2 A pril 1846.
^^James McKissick to  Wm. M edill, 2 A pril 1846, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 90.
C O
Jno# Cancfy to  Stand Watie* 10 April 1846* C.N.P.
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a cause o f the  whole problem, he s a id , "Who f i r s t  began th e  tro u b les  in
53th e  Cherokee Nation? Ihe answer i s  obvious. We know i t  w e ll."  Ihe man 
accused, o f course, was Jchn Ross.
Whoever was to  blame, v io lence continued. P o lice  d e ta ils  made a r ­
r e s t s ,  b u t the  Treaty P a rty , l ik e  ex-convicts in  a lin eu p , seemed to  be 
th e  only suspec ts, and many f le d  frcm the  na tion  ju s t  to  escape prosecu­
t io n .  Seme of th e  men banded around John A. W atie, Stand W atie’s  b ro th e r, 
and resolved to  f ig h t  anyone th rea ten ing  them, but S tand 's w ife , Sarah, 
p e ss im is tic a lly  p red ic ted :
I  e^qject they w ill  a l l  be scalped  before long, I  have no t 
heard  o f th e  S ta r r  boys in  some tim e, bu t I  ra th e r  th in k  "that 
Joseph Roper has gone to  F l in t  to  jo in s  them bu t th is  only a 
thought o f  my owne th a t  boy t h a t  they whipped fo r  s te a lin g  i s  
dead. I  have not seen the  l a s t  Cherokee advocate bu t I  have 
heard  people s ^  th a t  i t  im plicated  Joseph Lynce and James 
S ta r r  Ihœipsm in  th e  burning o f  the  Ifegs house but you know 
th a t  wount do they hung W. F o u ^ t fo r  having a  hand in  k i l l ­
ing  Stand Dority . . .
As the  a u th o r itie s  pursued th e  S ta rrs  they occasionally  caught 
s ig h t  o f them. E ll i s  and B illy  S ta r r  were hunted down by some Cherokees 
and in ju re d  by th e i r  b u l le t s ,  b u t s ince  they were in  Arkansas th e  c u lp r i ts  
evaded Cherokee j u s t i c e . T h e  S ta r r  family su ffered  fo r  i t s  crim inal 
kinsmen, and one Treaty Party  le a d e r , Ezekiel S ta r r ,  who died in  Washing­
to n , lo s t  h is  possessicns to  "seme of the  Cherokees o f  the  dominent party" 
who "confiscated" h is  "property on th e  ground, th a t  Mrs. S ta r r ,"  who f le d  
to  Arkansas fo r  sa fe ty  had fo r fe i te d  any r ig h t  to  i t —"th o , she had
53lbid.
^^Sarah Watie to  J .  M. B e ll, 16 A pril 1846, C.N.P.
Cherokee Advocate, 30 A pril 1846; James McKissick to  William 
M edill, 12 May 1846, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 90.
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continued to  l iv e  in  th e  N ation, u n t i l l  they robbed h e r  o f  h e r  Bacon, S
o th er a r t i c le s  o f subsistence*”^^
B u lle ts  cu t down two more Cherokees as they s i l e n t ly  t i l l e d  t h e i r  
57f ie ld s ,  and th e  S ta rrs  supposedly k i l l e d  another man and s to le  two
C O
Negroes. Arkansas a u th o r itie s  d id  nothing w ith the  S ta rrs  when they 
59caught them, and Cherokees su ffe red  frcm th e i r  ravaging r a id s .  Though 
many Treaty people su ffe red  vhen Ross companies marched a g a in s t the  S ta r r s ,
many o f  them su ffe red  equally  frcm th e  ind iscrim ina te  deprivations o f the
^ 60 renegades.
While murders and violence sparked f i r e s  o f  outrage in  th e  n a tio n , 
p o l i t ic a l  lead e rs  sought an answer to  th e  d issension s t i l l  rag ing  w ith in . 
Early in  1845 delegations from both fac tio n s  went to  Washington, where 
both demanded th a t  the  United S ta te s  meet c e r ta in  p r o v i s i o n s . I n  th e
n a tio n , Cherokees ca lled  a convention fo r  March 24, 1845, to  consider th e
62m il i ta ry 's  "abuse and law lessness" w hile the  United S ta te s  t r ie d  to  keep
63the fac tio n s  a p a r t and p a c if ic .
^^Ib id .
57Cherokee Advocate, 14 May 1846, 28 May 1846.
^^ Ib id . , 25 June 1846, 
qq
I b id . , 6 Aug. 1846.
^°Ib id . , 9 Ju ly  1846.
®^Jchn Rogers to  T. H. Crawford, 30 Jan. 1845, L .R .O .I.A ., R, 89; 
a lso  in  Kendall Papers.
^^Broadside, 15 March 1845, Kendall Papers,
®̂ W. L. Marcy to  E. S tarr e t .  a l . , 24 March 1845, ib id .
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Ihe arguments o f  Old S e t t le r s  and Treaty Party  people (now more 
o r  le s s  u n ited ) were e s se n tia lly  the  sane as had been presented since
64
1839, They urged one th ing  above a l l  o th e rs : a  d iv is io n  o f  th e  n a tion .
They believed  th a t  they were in  danger o f  d ea th , fo r  when delegates were 
se lec te d  to  take  the  Treaty Party  petitL cn  to  Washington a  p lo t  was sup­
posedly formed "by Ihe Ross party  and th e  n ig h t o f  our a ssa ss in a tio n  fix ed ,
65
and i t  i s  be lieved  no t w ithout th e  knowledge and consent o f  John Ross," 
Warned by a " lac^  o f  th e  Ross party" the  delegates escaped the n a tio n , 
bu t "assass in s a t  th e  appointed hour were seen in  th e  neighborhood o f  our 
d w e l l i n g s . I n  add ition  to  th e i r  personal danger, some o f  those who 
advocated a  d iv is io n  o f the  n a tio n  were driven  from th e i r  homes by "na­
t io n a l  enactment" and had " th e i r  p roperty  con fisca ted , " ̂  ̂  In  Treaty Party 
minds, John Ross d irec ted  th e  whole a tro c ity  program as smoothly as a 
chairman o f  th e  board d ire c ts  h is  corpora tion .
Violence in  th e  nation  moved fed e ra l o f f i c ia l s  to  a c tio n , and 
Washington adm in istra to rs se rio u s ly  considered th e  suggested d iv is io n  o f 
th e  n a tio n , They had to  do something—one observer p red ic ted  th a t  100 
Cherckees would be in  Washington before th e  Christmas of 1845 i f  th e  
United S ta te s  d id  n o t h i n g . T r e a t y  Party  grievances included th e  1839
G^Geo, W. Paschal to  Amos K endall, 26 Ju ly  1845, ib id , ; Ezekiel 
S ta r r  a l ,  to  P residen t o f United S ta te s ,  26 March 184Ü, L .R .O .I.A ,,
R, 89,
GSlb id , 
GGlb id , 
^^Ib id ,
^^T, H, Crawford to  W, L, Marcy, 16 A pril 1845, Kendall Papers.
®^Geo, W, Paschal to  Amos Kendall, 13 June 1845, ib id .
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murders, R oss's f a i lu re  t o  th e  per c a p ita  monies (and th e  fraud 
thereby suggested ), th e  f a i lu re  o f the  1844 United S ta te s  commission to
70
solve anything, and continued persecu tion  endured by anti-R oss Cherokees, 
Things were so desperate in  th e  na tion  th a t  "we dare no t even assemble to  
consu lt as a  p a rty , and t o  appeal to  you as rep resen ta tiv es  o f such. For
although our numbers have g rea tly  increased , y e t th e  mighty in fluence  of
over th ir te e n  hundred thousand d o lla rs  has p reva iled  over us by a  bare 
m ajority ,
And o f course o thers were to  blame fo r  Cherokee tro u b le s . The 
United S ta te s  was s t i l l  blamed fo r  th e  r e a l  dilemma. Treaty P arty  dele­
gates sa id :
I f  th e re  was crime in  the  Treaty o f .1835, i t  was more your 
crime than  o u rs . We were a l l  opposed to  s e l l in g  our coun­
t r y ,  e a s t ,  b u t by S ta te  laws, you, (meaning your countrymen)
abolished ou r government, an n ih ila ted  our law s, suppressed 
our a u th o r i t ie s ,  took away our lands, tu rned  us out o f  our 
houses, denied us th e  r i ^ t s  o f men, made us ou tcasts  and 
outlaws in  our own land , plunging us a t  the  same tim e in to  
an abyss o f moral degineration  which was rushing our people
to  sw ift c testructicn . "72
I f  th e  ac tio n  o f  1835 was, l ik e  th e  razing  o f  o ld  b u ild in g s , necessary and
ju s t i f ia b le  fo r  p rog ress, then th e  Ridges were, t ru e  p a tr io ts .
They were fu ll-b looded  Cherokees, who loved th e i r  country-men 
more than  they loved t h e i r  country o r  t h e i r  own l iv e s .  They 
knew th e  <3anger they  incurred  frctn John Ross who has no t the  
Mind, much le s s  th e  h e a r t  o f  a  tru e  Cherdkee; bu t they  were 
w illin g  to  d ie  i f  th e  s a c r i f ic e  was necessary t o  save t h e i r  
p e o p le .'3
7DP ro te s t  o f  Treaty P a rty , 25 Ju ly  1845, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 90; Argu­
ment on Behalf o f Treaty Party  by Geo, P aschal, H. R, Document 185, 116-49.
^■Sfemorial o f Treaty P a rty , H. R. Document 185, 104.
'̂ Îb id .
73lbid.
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Life fo r  Treaty Party  people had been hazardous * and th e  s i tu a tio n  was de­
generating: "We cannot stand  th is  s ta te  o f  th in g s . We are  murdered and
th e  laws a ffo rd  no red re ss ,"  They questioned:
I s  Jchn Ross to  be perm itted s t i l l  to  hold us under h is  ju r i s ­
d ic tio n , no t to  p ro tec t bu t to  s lay  us? Is  th e re  no law which 
ju s t i f i e s  and requ ires th e  United S ta te s  to  give us p ro tec tio n  
and re d re ss , no bond o f  honor, no o b lig a tio n  o f rig h t?  Are we 
s t i l l  t o  be persecuted, robbed and murdered fo r  the  a c ts  in  
which your government p a rtic ip a ted ?  ̂  ̂
But fed e ra l o f f ic ia ls  moved slowly throughout 1845, Some discus­
sions ensued, and a  possib le  d iv is ion  o f th e  nation  was considered, but 
th e  Cherokee Nation was unaffected, American lawyers con fiden tly  a n t i ­
c ipated  th a t  the  d if f ic u l t ie s  would soon be reso lved , however, th a t  mi­
n o rity  fac tio n s  would be paid  fo r  th e i r  su ffe r in g , and th a t  sane $3,000,000
76"misapplied" by th e  Ross government would be d is tr ib u te d  to  th e  people.
One suspects th a t  hoped-for fees ra th e r  th an  r e a l i s t i c  i n s i s t  prompted
such optimism, and th e  expected tre a ty  was n o t obtained.
A nticipating  some ac tio n  from th e  next session  o f  Congress, the
Treaty Party was d irec ted  to  once again p e ti t io n  i t ,  s ince  " th ere  i s  no
doubt every l e t t e r  o f  unfinished business, touching e i th e r  p a rty  o f the
Cherokee people, w i l l  be b r o u ^ t  to  a f in a l  c lose  th is  coming Congress,
77and th e i r  h is to ry  as a  people conmenoe on a new page,"
Along w ith Treaty Party d e leg a tes , John Rogers and sane Old S e t t le r  
delegates were in  Washington in  1845, They had been in  the  c a p ita l  "every
7^ Ib id ,
~̂ Îb id ,
C, Stambaugh l e t t e r ,  12 Sept, 1845, C.N,P.
^^J, M, Bryan to  Stand Watie, 8 Oct, 1845, C,N,P,
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78year since  1842,” and "they wanted ju s t ic e .  I h e i r  a tto rneys argued th a t
whether cne in te rp re te d  te e  1828 t r e a ly  and te e  fa te  o f th e  Old S e t t le rs
"by le g a l r u le s , o r  by th e  d ic ta te s  o f  a  good conscience,” th e  United
79S ta tes owed Western Cherokees some caipensaticxi. I t  was fu r th e r  argued 
th a t  only "through th e  MURDER o f  th e  ch ie fs  o f th e  ’t r e a ty  p a rty * , and the  
DEPOSITIŒ o f th e  ’o ld  s e t t l e r s ’ , by a few reb e ls  ag a in st th e  leg itim ate
a u th o r i t ie s ,  backed by Ross and h is  fo re ign  horde, was th e  p a te  to  power
80
open to  te e  eas te rn  c h ie fs ."  Old S e t t le r s  thus demanded payments fo r
th e i r  lo sse s  and rep resen ta tiv es in  th e  n a tic n  i t s e l f  planned to  c o lle c t  
81them.
N either Old S e t tle rs  nor Trealy P arty  people could do much a f t e r  
November, 1845, when violence forced many o f  teem in to  e x ile .  At th is  
tim e, "the  most in tense  excitement ex is te d  among te e  Cherokees, caused by 
th e  sudden massacre of unsuspecting members o f  th e  T reaty Party" (James
S ta r r ,  Suel R ider and o thers) ; " in  consequence c f  te e  d isturbances flowing
82fron  th is  even t, numerous fam ilie s , in p e lled  by f e a r ,  removed."
While h is  people f le d  to  Arkansas, Stand Watie assembled an armed 
band around h im self a t  Fort Wayne. The t i ^ t - l i p p e d ,  re so lu te  l i t t l e  
f ig h te r  reso lved  to  r e s i s t  te e  Ross p o lice  w ith vio lence in  k ind . The 
t r a d i t io n a l  Cherokee blood-law was ev i(ten tly  considered
^^Jchn Rogers, Wm. Dutch to  W illiam L. Marcy, 4 Oct. 1845, 
L.R.O.X.A., R. 89.
79S. C. Stambaugh, Amos Kendall to  W. L. Marcy, 4 Oct. 1845,
H. R. Document 185, 28.
^^Stam bau^, Kendall to  Marcy, 1 Nov. 1845, ib id . , 35.
on
James McKissick to  Mm. M edill, 21 Nov. 1845, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 90.
89James McKissick Report, 1845, C.N.P.
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as e ffe c tu a l  on "the 9th o f  November 1845, as on the  22nd June 
1839. I t  can as w ell be made to  apply to  th e  humble Stoane 
and Swimmer, to  th e  in fa n t sen o f  James S ta r r ,  to  Thcmas B.
Watie and Charles Smith, as to  th e  venerable Ridge and h is  
sen , to  Boudinot and the  fa th e rs  o f  th e  o th e r  raurctered.^^
Over 150 Cherokees lo s t  homes, c rops, anim als, o r  o th e r  possessions
84
in  the  f a l l  o f 1845 and the  w in ter o f 1846, Stand Watie claimed he lo s t  
$1,500 during th e  tu rm oil, and sev era l o thers had s im ila r  c la im s, b u t most 
people had much sm aller l o s s e s . I m p o v e r i s h e d  refugees were fed  by th e
amy®^ (much to  th e  d isgust o f the  Ross government) bu t they  s t i l l  su f-
88fe red  g re a tly .
To the  e s tab lish ed  Cherokee government, which contended th a t  a l l  
tro u b les  involved only outlaw s, th e  Watie fo rce  was an a ff ro n t . The Ross- 
supporting Advocate thundered: " th e re  i s  no n ecessity  fo r  such conduct, 
t h a t  i t  i s  con trary  to  law, th a t  i t  serves t o  keep a liv e  apprehension and 
excitem ent and th a t  the  company should immediately d isperse and re tu rn  to
OQ
t h e i r  resp ec tiv e  homes." But th e  100 men a t  Fort Wayne, and th e  400 re ­
fugees g e ttin g  ra tio n s  from the army were no more anxious to  re tu rn  to
90
t h e i r  homes than  sh e lte red  men are  to  brave th e  wrath of a  h u rrican e .
®^Treaty Party Argument, 13 June 1846, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 90.
84This fig u re  i s  taken from claims fo r  damages presen ted  to  th e  
Treaty Party  Commission a f te r  th e  1846 t r e a ty ;  claims a re  in  C.N.P.
OC
Stand Watie Claim, C.N.P.; o th e r c la im s, ib id .
H. Wharton to  T. H. Crawford, 7 Dec. 1845, L.R.O.I .A.,  R. 90.
87 Cherokee Advocate» 18 Dec# 1845.
88Janes McKissick to  James K. Polk, 20 Feb. 1846, H. R. Document
185, 218.
89
Cherckee Advocate, 18 Dec. 1845.
^^Maj. B. L. E. Bonneville, Capt. Nathan Boone to  Capt. James H. 
P re n tis s , 2 Jan. 1846, H.R. Document 185, 190.
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91Sane refugees were no doubt renegactesi and Arkansas c itiz e n s  were d is ­
tre s se d  ty  "their presence. One man asse rted : "In  a  few words, "troops
a re  kep t out "bo pro"bect a  bandi"tti (whom "they fea r) in  o rder to  enable 
"them to  s a lly  .fo rth  a t  n ig h t, ccranit murders, and re"tum where "they cannot 
be reached—fo r  "this more "troops a re  necessary.
Yet General Arbuckle "thought th a t  any "a"ttenpt to  drive  Stand 
Watie fran  h is  p o sitio n  would, undoubtedly, bring  on h o s t i l i" t ie s ; besid es , 
"they have no r ig h t  to  complain o f h is  conduct, as "they s e t  "the example by 
]us"tifying a mob of "their own adheren"ts [Ross people] in  assembling in
q  q
numbers fo r  s e l f  defence (as " th^  a s se r te d .)"  Arbuckle then proposed
"tjo reso lve  a l l  "the na"ticn 's d iff icu l" tie s  by using force i f  necessary to
disband "the "armed p a r t ie s ,  whether lig h t-h o rse  o r  mob" which te r ro r iz e d  
94"the people. He had some confidence in  W atie, fo r  he "always advised h is  
frien d s ’to  ab sta in  from excesses, and to  su f fe r  wrong ra"ther "than be "the 
aggressors.
Perhaps Wa"tie's leadersh ip  a"ttracted Cherokees. Or perhaps "they 
simply cove"bed the  p e r c a p ita  se ttlem en t promised by Treaty P arty  lead ers . 
Whatever th e  reason, the  Treaty P arty  gained stzength  and uni"bed " a l l  
those o f  the  Cherokees vho contend fo r  a  s t z i c t  fu lfilm en t o f  th e  "treaty 
o f 1835, according to  i t s  l e t t e r  and in te n tio n , and who are  opposed "to the
qi
Cherokee Advocate, 18 Dec. 1845.
92B. L. E. B onneville, Nathan Boone to  James H. P re n tis s , 2 Jan.
1846, H. R. Document 185, 190; Cherdkee Advocate, 19 March 1846.
93M. Arbuckle l e t t e r ,  3 Jan . 1846, H.R. Document 185, 190.
Arbuckle t o  James McKissick, 5 Jan. 1846, ib id . , 189.
Arbuckle to  Adjt. Gen., 6 Jan. 1846, ib id . , 188.
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violence and oppression of th e  dominant o r  Ross party  now in  power.
ïhough members o f  liie  fac tio n  adm ittedly f e l t  "personally  in secu re ,"  th e
97
promise o f $150 per person under th e  1835 t re a ly  gave them courage. For
a time i t  seemed th a t  the  only a lte rn a tiv e  open to  th e  m in o ritie s  was
f l ig h t  o r  c iv i l  war, fo r  ü ie  Cherdkee a u th o ritie s  no t only did nothing to
stop  the  persecution bu t a c tu a lly  seemed to  approve o f i t ;  p o lice  can-
pan ies, whose pay took " a l l  th e  an n u ities  and school funds" vented t h e i r
98
anger upon th e  "oppressed party" w ithout o f f i c ia l  reproof.
Following th e  murders o f  November and December, 1845, th e  n a tio n ,
39l ik e  a  w hirling  to p , found sane equilibrium . More murders and th e f ts  
occurred, but none aroused th e  na tio n . An exploring party  (o r ig in a lly  
consisting  o f  f i f ty  men) dispatched by th e  Treaty Party  in  th e  f a l l  re ­
turned from Texas, where they had inv estig a ted  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f moving 
fo r  r e f u g e . T h e  idea was im p rac tica l, and Watie people reso lved  to  
stand fo r  t h e i r  r i ^ t s  in  Indian T errito ry . They wanted a  separa te  gov­
ernment, and th e i r  agent agreed th a t  " i f  the  t r a n q u il i ty  cannot be re ­
s to red  in  th e  n a tio n , which th e  undersigned i s  induced to  be lieve  w ill  be 
the r e s u l t ,  why, then , i t  would seem th a t  a  separa tion  i s  the  only a l t e r ­
n a tiv e .




M. Arbuckle l e t t e r ,  21 Jan . 1846, H. R, Document 185, 231-232.
^°°M. Arbuckle to  A djt. Gen., 13 Jan. 1846, ib id . , 229-230 ; Claim 
o f  John G. Gunter, C.N.P.
^^^List of Men and Ejqjenses of Ejqjloring Party, C.N.P.
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Working fo r  such a  separation» Treaty Party  delegates labored in
Washington, Stand Watie went w ith th e  de lega tion , and h is  l i t t l e  am y
"disbanded" during h is  absence; they planned to  g e t to g e th er again as soon
102as he retu rned—i f  th e re  were need. But by th e  end o f  A p ril, 1846, 
th ings were s u f f ic ie n tly  q u ie t  in  th e  na tion  to  enable delegates to  con­
cen tra te  upon g e ttin g  a new t r e a ly  o r  money from th e  old,^^^ One o f  th e
de legates , E zekiel S ta r r ,  d ied in  Washington, and Watie h im self had a
104troublesome cough, bu t they were enoouraged by support from th e  n a tio n , 
fo r  people prayed th a t  " th e  Lord be w ith  our delegates th a t  t h ^  may suc­
ceed in  g e ttin g  us out o f our tro u b les  soon,"^^^
To help  them, Treaty P arty  delegates h ire d  George Paschal, a  son-
106in-law  o f Major Ridge, to  give le g a l a id . Of a l l  men in  W atie’s  fac­
t io n ,  Paschal (who had defended Watie in  th e  James Foreman t r i a l )  was p e r­
haps most de tested  by th e  dominant p a rty . To Ross people, he was
a  Bonaparte among l i t t l e  fe llow s, a  Munchausen in  v e ra c ity , a  
Bombas te s  in  heroism , a  Sancho in  s e r v i l i ty —the  beau id e a l  o f  
a  busy body; th e  p e rso n ific a tio n  o f egotism  and s e l f  conpla- 
oency—a man o f  much in d u s try , l i t t l e  t a l e n t ,  much low cunning, 
bu t o f  no en larged , e levated  moral p r in c ip le —a  man in  f in e , 
who i s  ju s t  th e  instrum ent fo r  D irty  work, 107
Whatever th e  d ir ty  work a n tic ip a te d  by Ross people . Paschal seems to  have
^George D, K, to  Stand W atie, 5 A pril 1846, C,N,P,
103
S, Rindly to  Stand W atie, 30 A pril 1846, C,N,P,
^°^Geo, W, Adair a l .  to  W illiam M edill, 27 A pril 1846, L,R,
0 ,1 ,A ,, R, 90; A, M ills to  S ,~ ¥ a tie , 1 M ^ 1846, C.N.P,
^^^Jdhn A. Watie to  Stand W atie, 10 May 1846, C.N.P,
^Treaty Delegation to  [Department o f  Indian A ffa ir s ] ,  19 M ^, 
1846, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 90.
107Cherokee Advocate, 18 Dec. 1845,
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woriced fo r  o o n c ilia tia ti and a peaceful se ttlem ent—from which he could 
p ro f i t  n ice ly .
Old S e t t le r s ,  l ik e  Treaty Parly  people, l o s t  one o f t h e i r  leacters 
in  Washingtoi while w aiting  fo r  the  United S ta te s  to  solve th e  Cherokee
s i tu a t io n . John Rogers, c h ie f spokesman f o r  d is s id e n t Western Cherokees,
108
died in  June, 1846. In  th a t  month, both th e  Treaty P arty  and th e  Old 
S e t tle rs  agreed to  submit th e i r  prchlems to  m ediation. They asked œ ly  
fo r  adequate p ro tec tion  so  th a t  they and th e i r  fam ilies could l iv e  in  
peace and fo r  a f a i r  share  o f th e  mæey given th e  na tion  by th e  United 
S t a t e s . T h e y  s t i l l  maintained th a t  a  d iv is io n  o f  th e  n a t io i  was th e  
only possib le  so lu tio n , fo r  as Stand W atie 's n iec e , Mary Boudinot, de­
c la red , t h e i r  "poor oppressed party" cculd f in d  s h e l te r  only in  a  separa te  
n a tio n ; su re ly  "precious blood enough [has] been shed to  arouse th e  Gov­
ernment now to  do ju s t ic e  to  th e i r  f a i th fu l  f r ie n d s . I  am su re  t h ^  de­
serve i t ,  and I  am sure  as a  fam ily need i t ,  and many o th ers  w ith 
u s . " ' ^  But as she s a id , th e  United S ta te s  would have to  tak e  th e  i n i t i a ­
t iv e ,  and u ltim ate ly  i t  would have to  n eg o tia te  w ith John Ross.
T hrou^cn t th e  e n t i r e  tim e o f tro u b le s , John Ross re ta in e d  con tro l 
o f h is  people. Defections to  Watie’s  fac tio n  were s izeab le  bu t ty  no neans 
wholesale. To h is  people, and to  many d is in te re s te d  observers, Ross had
^*^®Jno. Brown to  V&n. M edill, 13 June 1846, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 90.
IflQ
T reaty Party  Statem ent, 17 June 1846, M iscellaneous Documents 
Regarding Indian A ffa irs , N ortheastern S ta te  College: L .R .O .I.A ., R. 90; 
Jno. Brown and Old S e t t l e r  Statem ent, 24 June 1846, ib id . ; John A. B ell 
and Treaty Delegation Statem ent, 24 June 1846, ib id .
^^^Treaty Party  Delegates to  E. Burke £ t .  a l . , 9 Ju ly  1846, 
L.R.O.I.A., R. 90.
■̂̂ ■̂ Ttary H. Boudinot to  Ihcle , 31 Jan. 1846, C.N.P.
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112come t o  power as th e  leg itim ate  choice o f  th e  Cherokee m ajorily . Ross
spent many months w ith h is  delegation in  Washington, bu t he maintained h is
p o s itio n  in  th e  nation  by winning the  1845 e le c tio n  as P rin c ip a l Chief.
113In te re s t  in  ih e  e le c tio n  was widespread and in te n se , and he ejqjlained
away th e  n a tio n 's  d i f f ic u l t ie s  by ex co ria tin g  th e  1835 t r e a iy ,  th e  removal
114su ffe r in g s , ihe  am y, and the  whiskey peddlers.
Ross brancted r iv a l  delegations and fac tio n s as troublem akers. The
Cherokee Advocate sa id ; " i t  seems th a t  ihe  s e l f is h  and ambitious Disor-
ganizers w ith in  our own l im i ts ,  used and spurred on by 'Amos K endall, E sq .'
and ih e  h o st o f land and money sharks stuck  along our border may succeed,
in  th is  age where might becomes r i ^ t ,  in  a ffe c tin g  beyond remedy, ih e
115
p resen t being o f  ih e  Cherokee people." Whereas d iss id e n t fac tio n s cov­
e ted  United S ta tes h e lp , Ross people n a tu ra lly  wanted ih e  United S ta tes  
t o  keep out o f  Cherokee a f f a i r s .  The only causes th e  dominant fac tio n  ad­
m itted  which could provoke d iss id en ts  were "disappointed ambition" in  ih e
n a tio n a l e le c tio n s , ih e  f a c t  th a t  many o f ihe  n a tio n 's  outlaws were T reaiy
116Party  men, and ih e  unadulterated  "love o f money." Ross people adm itted 
no leg itim a te  cause fo r  d is se n t, and they  were p a r tic u la r ly  h o s t i le  to  th e
117
sev era l lawyers employed to  a id  m inority fa c tio n s .
S. Butrick Jou rna l, 21 Feb. 1845, Cherokee Mission Papers,
IV.
113
P. M. B u tle r to  T. H. Crawford, 25 March 1845, L.R.O.I.A.,
R. 87; Cherokee Advocate, 24 A pril 1845.
^^^Cherokee Advocate, 1 M ^ 1845.




But grievances in  th e  na tion  were f a r  more genuine than  Ross
spokesmen admitted—and le s s  severe than d iss id e n ts  claimed. Perhaps the
re a l  t r u th  i s  glimpsed in  th e  dim inishing support John Ross re ta in e d  in  
118th e  n a tio n . Even the  weather conspired a g a in s t him, fo r  th e  summer o f
119
1845 was ho t and dry and people somehow blame p o lit ic ia n s  fo r  f a i l in g  
crops. As d iss id en ts  schemed to  take  con tro l and began to  hold meetings 
t o  d iscuss t a c t i c s , Ross people moved in  w ith fo rce  " to  prevent th e  reck­
le ss  a g ita t io n  o f schemes, which were in  themselves h ighly  ex c itin g  and
which had fo r  th e i r  avowed ends th e  overthrow o f  our government and the
120d iv is io n  o f  the  Cherokee People."
Ross had th e  support o f th e  Ih ite d  S ta te s  rep re se n ta tiv e  in  the  
n a tio n . Agent P ierce M. B utler. The Advocate urged B u tle r 's  re-appo in t- 
ment, f o r  "h is a ffab le  manners, h is  long residence among th e  people, h is  
in tim ate  acquaintance with t h e i r  domestic and fo re ig n  a f f a i r s , and h is  e f­
fo r ts  to  advance them in  m orality , industry  and general in te llig e n c e  corn-
121bined , have wen th e i r  resp ec t and confidence." B u tle r championed the
"m orality  and in te llig en ce"  o f  Cherokees and was p a r t ic u la r ly  impressed 
by t h e i r  educational enphasis, which he considered "the  very soul and
source o f  t h e i r  progress towards c iv i l iz a t io n ,  and i s  th e  c h ie f  element
129and promise o f th e i r  p ro sperity  and success." R elig ion , temperance
s o c ie t ie s ,  and a g ric u ltu ra l  improvement a l l  in d ica ted  n a tio n a l p rogress,
^% m . Armstrong to  T. H. Crawford, 9 Ju ly  1845, L.R.O.I.A.,  R. 89,
IIP Cherokee Advocate, 31 Ju ly  1845.
IZOib id . , 7 Aug. 1845.
^^^Ibid.
122P. M. Butler Annual Report, Sept. 1845, L.R.O.I.A., R. 89.
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and B utler both supported th e  n a tio n 's  demands o f  a  se ttlem en t to  end d is ­
sension and th e  argument th a t  th e  m ili ta ry  rniust be elim inated  from th e  
123
nation . He was, consequently, popular w ith Cherckee a u th o r i t ie s .
B u tle r was, however, accused o f w ithholding payments to  Cherokees
u n t i l  " th e i r  n e c e ss it ie s  and wants compel them to  s e l l  t h e i r  claim  a t  a
124-
heavy loss" to  some Cherokee sp e cu la to rs . D istressed  ly  th is  accusa-
125tio n  o f  g r a f t ,  B u tler denied such an "im putation upon my in te g r i ty ,"  
bu t P residen t James K. Polk decided to  re l ie v e  him o f  h is  d u tie s  and ap­
pointed James McKissick to  rep lace  him in  th e  n a tio n .
Regardless o f  t h e i r  agen t, Cherokees had th e  same in te rn a l  prob­
lems. Ihe atmosphere in  th e  f a l l  o f  1845 was te n s e , bu t Ross o f f ic ia l s  
assured th e  people th a t  no v io lence would e ru p t and th e  n a tio n  would r e ­
main u n ited , "We cannot persuade o u rse lv es ,"  th e  Advocate s a id , " th a t  any 
honest, respec tab le  man, any man o f  common sense and humanity, whether he 
belongs to  the  Treaty o r Old S e t t l e r  p a r ty , e n te r ta in e s  any id ea  o f  re ­
so rtin g  to  arms fo r  th e  se ttlem en t o f  any m atters o f disagreement in  th e
• 127in te rn a l  a f f a i r s  o f th i s  N ation." A proposal o f  Commissioner o f  Indian
A ffa irs  T. H. Crawford to  d ivide th e  n a tio n  to  solve fa c tio n a l f r ic t io n
was denounced, fo r  " i t  ctemonstrates p la in ly  the  r i ^ r t  o f  self-governm ent,
so pompously guaranteed to  th e  Cherokees, i f  i t  be made e n t i r e ly  dependent
IZ^Ibid.
^^^P. M. B u tle r to  T. H. Crawford, 20 Sept. 1845, ib id .
IZSibid.
^Pierce M. B u tle r to  T. H. Crawford, 4 Sept. 1845, L.R.O.I.A. ,
R. 89; James McKissick to  T. H. Crawford, Oct. 1845, ib id .
1 27Cherokee Advocate, 14 Aug. 1845.
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upon th e  [1835] t r e a ty  afore mentioned, i s  alm ost equivalent to  no r ig h t  
198
whatever." Jchn Ross argued th a t  d iss id e n ts  had nothing to  conplain 
about, fo r  t h ^  had jo ined  in  th e  a c t  o f  union and enjoyed more than  ade­
quate rep resen ta tio n  in  th e  n a tio n a l le g is la tu re .  Mixed-bloods were 
blamed fo r  th e  continuous d isse n t which rocked th e  n a tio n , and Ross es­
p e c ia lly  denounced a i^  re s o r t  to  fo rce  d isg run tled  fa c t io n a l is ts  o r  any
129d iv is io n  o f the  na tio n . Cherokees could remain u n ited , he thought, i f  
only th e  United S ta te s  would meet P residen t T y le r 's  promise o f  a  new 
tr e a ty .
Yet d esp ite  t h e i r  peaceful p re ten se , Ross people, ra th e r  than
th e i r  fo es , f i r s t  reso rted  to  v iolence. The L ight Horse Company was
131formed by the  N ational Council to  apprehend outlaw s, but i t  embarked
on a program o f t e r r o r  and exterm ination. I to d e rs  of Treaty P arty  men
disrup ted  the  nation—even though Ross defenders s te a d fa s tly  a sse rte d  the
k i l l in g s  were ju s t i f i e d  because th e  s la in  men endangered th e  n a tio n 's  
132sa fe ty . No innocent person could be in  danger, and refugees should 
n o t f le e  because i t  was absurd! Ihe only re a l  danger to  the  na tion  was 
embodied in  a  "clique" o f merchants and lawyers (George Paschal in  p a rtic u ­
la r )  vho sought to  p ro f i t  from disturbances wrought by a "gang o f  cu t-
133th ro a ts"  and get r ic h  through pressing  th e  claims o f d iss id e n t fa c tio n s .
128ib id . , 4 Sept. 1845.
129John Ross argument, 5 Nov. 1845, H. R. Document 185, 152-154. 
^^^John Ross e t .  a l .  Nfemorial to  P re s id e n t, 8 Nov. 1845, ib id . ,152. 
Cherokee Advocate, 13 Nov. 1845.
1 32George Lcwrey to  James McKissick, 26 Nov. 1845, H. R. Document
185, 171
133Cherokee Advocate, 27 Nov. 1845.
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I f  the  Treaty Party resen ted  th e  murders o f th e  S ta rrs  and o th e rs , then
i t  obviously was on th e  s id e  o f "m urderers, and horse th ie v e s , and house-
bum ers,"  and as such deserved no ju s t ic e
Ross spokesmen even a ttacked  Americans h o s ti le  to  i t s  t a c t i c s .  A
committee se lec ted  by the N ational Council excoriated  General Arbuckle *s
135e ffo r ts  to  employ th e  m ilita ry  to  solve Cherokee problems. Arkansas
c itiz e n s  who sympathised w ith th e  Treaty Party  were denounced, and t h e i r
o f f ic ia l s  were enjo ined , " in  a word. B rothers, ’Mind your own business and
l e t  ours a lo n e .’" Anyone who objected  to  th e  rash o f murders by th e
L i ^ t  Horse was cas tig a ted  fo r  defending raucous "b a n d itt i;"  s in ce  " ’s e l f
137defense i s  the  f i r s t  law o f n a tu re , '"  th e  murders were ju s t i f ia b le .
The Advocate fu r th e r  chastened General Arbuckle fo r  issu ing  ra tio n s  to  
homeless refugees liv in g  in  Arkansas, fo r  such action  was "uncalled  fo r ,  
in p o l i t ic ,  un just" and would no doubt be charged to  the  n a tio n a l tr e a s -
In  an e f f o r t  to  p ress t h e i r  claims upon th e  th i te d  S ta te s , Ros'  ̂
adherents formulated a  p e t i t io n ,  presented as a  memorial o f  th e  Cherokee 
N ation, to  the United S ta te s . The men murdered in  the na tion  during 
November and December of 1845 were labeled  "b an d itti"  and James S ta r r  was 
su re ly  "cognizant" o f  th e  depravity  o f h is  sons i f  no t th e  a c tu a l
IS^Report o f Committee, 1 Dec, 1845, H.R. Document 185, 171. 
135ib id . , 165.
^^^Cherdkee Advocate, 4 Dec. 1845.
^^"^Ibid, , U  Dec. 1845.
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"masteraiind" o f  th e  gang. Suel R ider was charac terized  as a renegade 
who was "no to riously  known as a  murderer, The memorial contained seme 
1,676 s ig n a tu re s , b u t, as Washington o f f ic ia l s  n o ticed , only e ig h t o r  nine 
people d id  "the a c tu a l w ritin g  o f  th e  n a m e s , P e r h a p s  th e  memorial re ­
f le c te d  many Cherckees' opinion, b u t i t  was r a th e r  su sp ic ious, and the  
technique o f John Ross was again questioned by o f f ic ia l  Washington,
With r iv a l  delegates in  Washington gaining hearings, Ross Party
leaders became increasing ly  conoemed. Acting as P rin c ip a l Chief in  th e
absence of John Ross, George Lcwrey c a lle d  upon h is  people to  s e t  aside  a
] no
"day o f  fa s t in g , hum ilia tion , and p rayer,"  He asked
th a t  m in iste rs  and people o f a l l  re lig io u s  denominations meet 
to g e th er in  t h e i r  respec tive  places o f worship on th a t  day, 
and o f fe r  up fe rven t prayers to  A lm i^ ty  God, th a t  he w il l  be 
pleased to  pardon th e  tran sg ressions of th e  Cherokee people, 
and tu rn  away h is  wrath fran  us—"that he w il l  remove p rev a il­
ing sick n ess, and re s to re  h e a lth  throughout th e  na tion—th a t  
he w il l  m erc ifu lly  in te rpose  to  prevent 1die recurrence of 
scenes o f v iolence and blood—th a t  he w il l  pu t an end to  c iv i l  
discord  and give to  a l l  our c itiz e n s  a s p i r i t  o f  harmony and 
peace—th a t  he w il l  give to  the  ru le rs  o f th e  n a tio n , and a l l  
to  vhom th e  management o f  n a tio n a l a f f a i r s  i s  e n tru s te d , both 
wisdom to  devise and a  d isp o s itio n  to  adopt such measures as 
sh a ll  promote th e  w elfare o f th e  whole people—th a t  he w ill  
cause th e  Government o f  th e  United S ta te s  t o  a c t  towards th is  
na tion  in  a s p i r i t  o f  ju s t ic e  and good w i l l ,  and to  do nothing 
respecting  us bu t what w il l  tend  to  our p ro sp e rity  and peace— 
and above a l l  th a t  he w ill  tu rn  th e  h e a r ts  o f  th e  people to  
h im self, and bestow upon us the  b lessings o f  th e  Gospel o f  h is
g race ,143
l^^Memorial o f  the  Cherokee Nation to  th e  P resid en t, 4 Feb, 1846, 
H, R, Document 185, 158,
l^ ° Ib id ,
1 4 1 ib id ,, 159,
142Cherokee Advocate, 5 Feb, 1846,
w ^ ib id .
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B elieving in  persuasion as w ell as p r ^ e r , Lowrey wrote Stand 
Watie and tr ie d  to  get him to  ease national ten sio n s. He urged him to  
disperse h is  araiy, for
The continued combination o f  so  many armed nen a t "Old Fort 
Wayne" i s  th e subject o f general and ju s t conplaint. Under any 
circumstances such a movement i s  ca lcu lated  to  create no l i t t l e  
apprehension; but i t  i s  more p articu larly  so  sin ce the country 
has resumed i t s  accustomed tra n q u ility . I fe e l compelled there­
fo re , to  remonstrate against the course pursued by you and your 
a ssocia tes and to  urge the propriety and n ecessity  c f  i t s  d is­
continuance. I t  i s  not only contrary to  the laws o f  our country, 
but i s  uncalled for and calcu lated  to  keep up a sta te  o f d istru st 
and apprehension in  the public mind.i^^
Lowrey's warnings were appropriate. In Arkansas, refugees and the  
armed h o s t ility  o f Treaty Party people generated problems. Some vAiite 
c itize n s around E vansville conplained that "the conduct c f  many c f  these 
Refugees, has been so notorious, as to  ex c ite  in  the minds o f the under­
signed , seriou s apprehensions fo r  the sa fety  o f th e ir  own l iv e s , in  case
they attempt to  enforce the salu tary laws o f th e S t a t e . T h e y  had lo s t
146c a ttle  and h orses, and brutal murders kept the area alarmed.
Defending the Cherckees, the Advocate continued to  blame outlaws 
on both sid es o f  the border fo r  a l l  disturbances. "Althou^i the over­
whelming mass o f the people are sin cerely  desirous o f peace," the ed itor  
reported, "yet they cannot enjoy i t  in  consequence o f the infamous acts
o f a few debased and murderous wretches who manage to  keep them selves be-
147y and the reach o f ju stice ."  And part o f  th e ju d ic ia l dilemma was the
^ *̂^George Lowrey tr  Stand Watie e t . a l . ,  10 Feb, 1846, C.N.P.
^^^Petition Against the Refugees, 4 March 1846, Cherokee Advocate, 
26 March 1846.
^^^Ibid.
^^‘̂ Ib id ., 12 March 1846.
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refusal o f Arkansas a u liio r ities to  oooperate with the Cherokees re­
turning apprehended outlaws to  the nation for t r ia l  and sentence»
In Washington» John Ross and h is  men ca lled  on President Polk and
148tr ie d  to  gain o f f ic ia l  favor. In the Bureau o f  Indian A ffairs» however, 
arguments o f Old S e ttler s  and Treaty Party delegates were making th e ir  im­
pact. W illiam M edill» newly-appointed Commissioner o f Indian A ffa irs, 
blamed John Ross personally for the nation 's p lig h t and suspected him o f 
taking much o f  the money owed the Cherdkee people; in  h is opinion, a d iv i­
sion  o f the nation (as requested by the Treaty Party) was "inperatively  
required.
Heeding M ed ill's advice. President Polk, who had resolved to  so lve  
the Cherokee problem, proposed, on April 13, 1846, a d iv ision  o f the na­
tio n  to  C o n g r e s s . S i n c e  "several unprovoked murders have been com­
m itted by th e stronger upon the weaker party o f the tr ib e , which w ill  
probably remain unpunished by the Indian auth orities,"  Polk could think 
o f nothing but permanently dividing the nation. Though he admitted "the 
Cherokees have been regarded as among the most enlightened o f Indian 
Tribes," i t  was qu ite obvious th a t they could not e x is t  without United
States supervision , and thus he asked th at federal laws be extended over
151
the nation and th e United States assume peace-keeping r e sp o n s ib ilitie s .
^^®James K, Polk, Diary o f James K. Polk (Chicago, 1910), 25 March 
1846, I I , 301.
l^^W. M edill to  W. L. Marcy, 31 March 1846, H. R. Document 185, 11.
Annual Message o f J . K. Polk, 2 Dec. 1845, Richardson, Messages 
and Papers o f  the P residents, I I I ,  2262.
^^^James K. Polk Message, 13 April 1846, H. R. Document 185, 1-2; 
^chardson. Messages and Papers o f the P residents, I I I ,  2280; The Congress­
ion a l Globe, 16 A pril 1846, New S er ies, No. 42, 291h Cong., 1 s t S e s s . , 666.
236
Nothing could have aroused Cherokees to  action  more quickly. Ross
and h is  delegation protested the action , and the Advocate asserted "the
question o f a d iv isio n  o f the Cherokee country i s  too absurd to  m erit a
152moment's serious consideration ." For
i f  the object be to  defeat every end o f ju s t ic e , to  destroy the  
•. peace o f the people, to  give h orse-th ieves, house-bumers and 
murderers free scope fo r  the exercise  o f th e ir  ta le n ts , and the  
commission o f a ser ie s o f depredations th a t would resu lt in  the  
most bloocfy and disastrous consequences, divicte the country and 
i t  w ill be gained in  le s s  than twelve months.
Most Indians d islik ed  the ictea o f a d iv isio n , and even m inority
faction s d istrusted  the Polk-proffered program. Ihe whole thing seemed
a consequence o f the "unhallowed machinations o f certa in  white faced money-
hunters" who manipulated the m i n o r i t i e s . G e o r g e  Lowrey deplored the
"disastrous consequences" which would follow  any d iv isio n , but he urged
the people to  exh ib it a "brotherly love which un ites the hearts o f c h il-
156dren o f  God in  every land," and to  tru st John Ross in  Washington.
Facing a rigidly-determ ined Ih ited  S ta te s, a l l  three faction s be­
gan to  resolve th e ir  d ifferen ces. I f  terms were d ictated  by federal o f­
f ic ia ls ,  no one would be happy, but a new treaty  could perhaps sa tis fy
157most o f  th e ir  d ifferen ces. Ross s t i l l  in s is te d  th a t the United States 
pay the Cherokees fo r  th e ir  removal lo sses and meet the demands o f  many
Cherokee Advocate, 30 April 1846.
IS^ib id .
^̂ *̂ Ibid. , 21 May 1846.
ISSibid.
^George Lowrey Address, 28 May 1846, ib id . , 28 M^ 1846.
^^^Ibid., 2 July 1846.
237
1 R Aclaim ants, but he new was prepared to  deal w ith d issid en t Cherokees.
By August 6 , 1845, the Washington delegations had un ited , and they had an 
"interview with the President o f the United S tates a t ten  and a h a lf  
o'clock  ih is  morning, in  order th at they may submit sa id  treaty  fo r  h is  
a p p r o v a l , T h e  time o f troubles ended, fo r  the faction s talked peace­
fu lly  together and secured a healing balm, the 1846 trea ty .
^^^John Ross e t , a l , to  Edmund Burke e t .  a l , , 8 July 1846, 
L,R,0,I ,A, , R. 90, “
^^^John R, Wolf to  W. M edill, 6 Aug. 1846, ib id .
CHAPTER Xril 
A HEALING BAUi: THE 1846 TREATY
Is there no balm in  Gilead; i s  there no physician  
there? why then i s  not the health  o f the daughter 
o f niy people recovered?
—Jeremiah
As fa ctio n a l d ifferences were abandoned lik e  cargo on a sinking  
sh ip , Cherokees accepted the treaty  proposed by the United S ta tes. I ts  
adopticn se tt le d  th e feud which had disrupted the naticn  for eleven years, 
and i t s  provisions kept th e naticn peaceful u n til the American C iv il War 
again enkindled dormant faction a l hatreds. But w hile i t  la sted , the 
treaty  o f 1846 greatly  affected  the Cherokee Nation.
The trea ty  was signed on August 6 , 1846. I t  sp e c ific a lly  purposed 
to  conclude p o lit ic a l factionalism :
Whereas serious d if f ic u lt ie s  have, fo r  a considerable time 
p ast, ex isted  between the d ifferen t pordLcns o f the people con­
s titu tin g  and recognized as the Cherokee Nation o f Indians, 
vhiich i t  i s  desirable should be sp eed ily  s e t t le d , so that peace 
and harmony m ^ be restored among them; and vdiereas certain  
claims e x is t  on t ie  part o f the Cherokee N ation, and portions 
o f the Cherokee people against the United S ta te s;!
i t  was resolved th a t a l l  lands would be held  in  common, old  enm ities
2burled, leg itim ate claim s paid , and m inority faction s recompensed.




The United States promised to  help the nation so lv e  i t s  fin an cia l 
problems,^ th ou ^  th e Senate amended sane o f these provisions.*^ A ll fac­
tions urged "üie United States to  send a commission to  the nation to  hear 
the people’s ind ividual claim s,^ but 1he United States cautiously post­
poned a decision  on the m atter. On August 13, 1846, tlie  Senate approved 
an amended trea ty , and leaders o f the three Cherokee faction s called  on 
President Polk, who reported:
They had se tt le d  a l l  the d if f ic u lt ie s  between them selves, and 
between the nation and th e Government o f the U. S ta tes. John 
Ross, the P rincipal C hief, addressed me 8 sa id  they were a l l  
now in  harmony and were sa t is f ie d . I to ld  them th at I congrat­
ulated them upon the happy adjustment o f the d if f ic u lt ie s  which 
had d istracted  and divided them for more than a dozen years, 
and th a t I was rejo iced  to  learn that they were returning to  
th e ir  nation to  liv e  as brothers and friend s. They were a l l  in  
a pleasant humour and w ell sa t is f ie d . This event in  ny admin- 
istratn cn  I consider an important one.G
On the next day, delegates met in  the o ffic e  o f the Commissioner o f Indian
A ffa irs, and tra d itio n  holds th a t John Ross and Stand Watie shook hands
and cerem onially sealed  the nation’s breach with th e soothing balm o f ccm-
promise.
Thus the Washington delegates had reconciled th e ir  d ifferen ces.
A Washington newspaper reported th at President Polk bid Watie farew ell by 
spring, ”I hope, Mr. W atie, th a t your people have forgiven each other and 
that a l l  w ill be w e ll.” To th is  th e solemn Watie sa id , "I have entered
3%bid. , 419.
*^Polk, Diary, I I ,  81,
^Jchn Ross e t . a l . to  Wm. Armstrong, 10 Aug. 1846, L.R.O.I.A., 
^Polk, Diary, I I , 81,
7
W arden, P o l i t ic a l  H istory o f  the Cherdkee N aticn , 73.
R. 90.
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in to  th is  treaty  o f amnesly in  a l l  s in cer ity ; I intend to  be peaceable, 
and have no doubt th at others who have le s s  to  forgive w ill follow  the ex-
g
anple which a l l  the leaders have se t,"
Provisions fo r  co llectin g  claim s were made, and the Treaty Party 
gained sp e c ific  settlem ents for i t s  murdered leaders « Old S e ttle r s , who 
were supposed to  c o lle c t  th e ir  claims in  the same manner as the Ross peo­
ple,  suspected the treaty  would only add to  the "injustice" they as West-
9
em  Cherokees had su ffered . To a t le a s t  one follow er o f John Ross, the 
treaty was a victory for the established  au th orities o f the n aticn , for  
minority parties were paying for th e ir  actions which "shook the very foun- 
daticn o f the constitu ted  authority o f the Cherokee naticn ,
News o f the treaty  permeated a relieved  Indian Territory lik e  rain  
drops softening a parched earth. The Advocate reported "the long pending 
Cherokee question has been brought, i t  i s  hoped, to  a fin a l close" before 
i t  even knew the actual treaty p r o v i s i o n s , I t  la te r  urged people to  be­
came se lf -s u ff ic ie n t  and to
avoid every cause o f in ternal d issensicai, obey the laws o f the  
land, keep out o f debt, earn your bread by same honest c a llin g , 
and take care o f what you make—in  a word, liv e  lik e  honest and 
industrious men liv e . Do th is , and the turbid stream o f our 
existence w ill become calm and transparent, and the lig h t o f  
our future day w ill shine with bright and joy fu l contrast upon 
the night whose dark clouds have so  long lowered over the Cher­
okee people,12
Washington Daily iM cn, 18 Aug, 1844, in  ib id , , 345,
Âmos Kendall to  President o f United S ta tes, [ca , Aug, 1846], 
L#R#0*I«A#) R# 904
10Anonymous to  Friend, 22 Aug, 1846, C,N,P,
^Cherokee Advocate, 3 Sept 1846,
l^ lb id , , 10 Sept, 1846,
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Ihe Washington delegations soon returned to  the nation and helped
13d istrib u te copies o f the treaty  to  th e ir  countrymen. As Cherokees read
i t ,  many, lik e  the Advocate's  ed ito r , thought
that the Treaty i s  not so favorable, in  sane resp ects, as was 
desirable; but [we] doubt not i t  i s  th e best th at could be ob­
tained under a l l  circum stances. I t  i s  in f in ite ly  b etter  than 
no trea ty , and the Delegates certa in ly  had an eye to  the pre­
sen t and future in te r e sts  o f th e ir  whole people in  negotiating  
i t ,  and are deserving o f th e ir  thanks and warmest approbations.
Two months a fte r  the treaty  was signed , th e nation enjoyed tran­
q u ility , and factionalism  appeared as l if e le s s  as a moss-encrusted tree  
stump. John Ross addressed h is  "countrymen” in  the N a tia ia l Assembly and 
commended the "general good feeling" shown throughout the nation , hoping
the m anifestations here seen are but the foreshadowing o f 
brighter and more auspicious tim es for the Cherokees; th a t 
we have commenced a new Era in  our ex isten ce , which w ill  be 
distinguished for the reign o f law and order, fo r  the promo­
tio n  o f industry and economy, for the prevalence o f sobriety  
and harmony, and fo r  the general improvement o f  our moral 
and in te lle c tu a l condition .
Ross showed l i t t l e  enthusiasm for the trea ty , and the n ation 's finances
continued to  perplex him, but he was happy with h is  peop le's lon g -d elv ed
un ity .
As p o lit ic a l unrest subsided, violence in  the nation abated. Iso -
1 n
la ted  murders and disturbances continued, but the reign o f  terror ended. 
From Nobember, 1845, to  November, 1846, th ir ty -fo u r  murders had occurred
15james McKissick to  Wm. M edill, 6 Oct. 1846, L.R.O.I.A., R. 90.
l^ Cherokee Advocate, 8 Oct. 1846.
l^Ibid. , 19 Nov. 1846.
IGlb id .
l^James McKissick to  Vta. M edill, 20 Aug. 1846, L.R.O.I.A., R. 90; 
James McKissick to  %i. M edill, 28 Nov. 1846, ib id .
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18in  the nation —a fa n ta stic  r a tio  which, i f  correlated  to  the 1960 popu­
la tio n  o f the United States would mean that some 306,000 people would 
have died a t assassins* hands in  one year!
As the k illin g s  ceased, the factions organized to  get a fa ir  share 
of the premised money from the United S ta tes. The Treaty Party met at
19B eattie 's P rairie and se lec ted  a claim s' canmittee (Including Stand Watie)
20which immediately received sp ec ia l pleas fron friends and r e la tiv e s .
0*1
The Old S ettlers a lso  se lec ted  a five-man canraittee to  represent them.
Many Old S ettlers thought they were being short-changed by the treaty  and 
urged th e ir  representatives to  demand more, money frcm t ie  United S tates.
The Ross people wanted one thing above a l l  e lse : th a t commissioners be
sent to  the nation to  s e t t le  the. claims rather than stay in  Washington as
j  23 was proposed.
Though the^r objectives d iffered , the three faction s now worked
to g etier . Secretary M edill reported:
A ll parties seem to  have united to  carry out in  good fa ith  the  
judicious provisions o f the trea ty , to  forget ancient feuds and 
past misunderstandings; to  re-esta b lish  th e ir  o r ig in a l rela tion s  
o f good fellow ship; and to  resume the progress in  c iv iliz a t io n  
and prosperity for  which they have heretofore been so  h igh ly d is­
tinguished. Since the provisions o f the treaty  were generally
18
James McKissick Report, 20 Sept. 1846, R.C.I.A., 1846, 273.
19
Cherokee Advocate, 12 Nov. 1846. Other members o f the co m ittee  
were: Joseph H. Lynch, John Huss, John A. Bell ,  and W rinklesides.
20 [Wheeler?] to  W atie, 2 Nov. 1846, C.N.P.
21
Meeting o f Western Cherokees, 16 Nov. 1846, L.R.O.I.A., R. 91.
^^James McKissick to  William M edill, 24 Nov. 1846, ib id .
23Resolution o f  N ational Council, 30 Nov. 1846, ib id .
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made known in  the country, not a murder or outrage, unfortunately 
o f frequent occurrence previously, has been re p o rte d .2^
And John Ross echoed "tiiese sentim ents in  proclaiming December 17, 1846,
a day o f "public Thanksgiving" to  God, for
Our people have passed through a long se r ie s  o f d if f ic u lt ie s  
and dangers, o f the most perilous and alarming character;—d is­
tress and terror and in secu rity  o f property and l i f e ,  have har- 
rassed and agonized the hearts o f m ultitudes o f  our b est c i t i ­
zens; but through the benign interpositicm  o f Him, whose hand 
controls the d estin ies o f  N ations, the tempest i s  hushed, and 
peaoe and secu rity  are restored to  our country and to  our fami­
l ie s .  Our National r i^ t s  are placed upon a ju s t and permanent 
b a sis , and a broad foundation i s  la id , for making rapid advances 
in  those improvements vhich go to  con stitu te  an in te llig e n t, 
virtuous and prosperous people.25
Thou^ things were le s s  propitious than Ross and M edill imagined,
the faction s a t le a s t coexisted  "pretty well." Troubles caused by
"young James Starr" and other troublemakers endured, but none o f the post-
27treaty  d if f ic u lt ie s  stemmed fron p o lit ic a l c o n flic t , and "party d istin c ­
tions" oeased as the people had "no recognition o f  aught save the Cherokee 
Nation.
The Old S e tt le r s , however, increasingly expressed uneasiness.
Ih eir  c o n flic t was not w ilh other factions but with each other. A meeting 
a t Mackey’s ,  on the I ll in o is  R iver, repudiated the action  o f an e a r lie r  
Western Cherokee convention and demanded that representatives acceptable 
to  them be sent to  Washington rather than the group headed by Richard Drew
9U
W. M edill to  W. L. Marcy, 30, Nov. 1846, ib id .
25Proclamation o f Jchn Ross, Cherokee Advocate, 3 Dec, 1846.
^^James McKissick to  Wm. M edill, 16 Dec. 1846, L.R.O.I.A,, R. 91
^^Ibid.
o p
Cherokee Advocate, 11 Feb. 1847.
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29and Thomas L. Rogers. The Old S e ttler s s t i l l  hoped to  divide one-lh ird  
o f the money given the tr ib e  by the 1835 trea ty  among t h e m s e lv e s —a pro­
posal hardly popular w ilh the m ajority o f the Cherokees.
The Treaiy Party  appeared to  accept the 1846 trea ty , and those
31who were given cash awards were quite happy. Yet there was s t i l l  enough 
anti-Ross sentim ent to  prompt one white man to  recommend an aspiring acad­
emy superintendent to  John B ell because "few men are more hated than he 
32is  by John Ross." Meeting d a ily , the Treaty Party commission heard the
33claims o f the people who came to  B ea ttie 's P ra irie . A fter hearing th e ir  
cOTiplaints, the Stand W atie-led delegation l e f t  for Washington and was
34there by September, 1847, to  c o lle c t the money from the iM ted  S ta tes.
Watie expressed r e lie f  that the n ation 's troubles were ended and
he could resume a normal domestic l i f e ,  but he must have agreed w ith the
lament o f h is  young n ie ce . Eleanor Boudinot;
How sad i t  i s  to  look back upon the seven or e i^ rt years ju st past 
and think that i t  has been en tire ly  lo s t  w ith the Cherokees before 
•they seemed to  be improving in  every particu lar . . . .  I  know 
Uncle Stand you w i l l  be happy when a l l  th ings are restored back to  
the place they were eigh t years ago; a lth o u ^  many o f the most in ­
flu e n tia l men have been taken away, and those too who were active  
a l l  th e ir  l i f e  time in  doing good fo r  th e ir  people; and were even 
w illin g  to  sa c r ific e  themselves for  th e ir  action . How stnrange i t  
does seem th a t so many o f the Cherokees should have been so blinded, 
and e a sily  led  by John Ross, but now I presume i t  i s  a l l  for the 
b est, God saw f i t  tx) take Pa and others away a t that tim e. He has
Ŝfb id . , 20 Dec. 1846, 7 Jan. 1847.
^^Old Setrtler's Claim, O ffic ia l Documents, Misc., 1846-51, 2-12.
^^Sarah B. Ridge to  William f ^ d ill , 28 Nov. 1846, L.R.O.I.A., R. 90.
32Jno. C. Mullay to  Jno. Bell ,  22 Dec. 1846, C.N.P.
^^Treaty Ccranitrtee reco rds, 4-14 Jan . 1847, ib id .
34Stand Watie to  Commissioner o f Indian A ffa irs, 20 Sept. 1847, 
i b i d , ; Charles E. Watie to  Stand, 7 Sept. 1847, ib id .
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a design in  every th in g  he does and th e re  was some good reason un­
known to  us why Pa was snatched frcm u s , and th e  time too i t  seemed 
when he was most needed by h is  fam ily; . . « ,35
N either Watie nor members o f  th e  o th er de legations had much success
in  Washington, however, fo r  th e  commission re je c te d  most claim s. The
Treaty Party  claim s, d is tr ib u tin g  th e  $75,000 awarded th e  fa c tio n , were
re je c ted  by th e  Secretary  o f Indian A ffa irs  because he concluded, a f t e r
reading th e  "com m ittee's re p o r t,"  th a t  "they have ac ted  under a mistaken
36apprehension o f th e  tru e  meaning o f  th e  T reaty ,"  United S ta tes commis­
sioners re je c te d  n o t only th e  claims o f  th e  Treaty P a rty , however, bu t a l l
37but th ree  o r  four out o f  750 claims as "spu rious,"  Cherokees refused  to
to le ra te  such trea tm en t, and they in te n s if ie d  t h e i r  demands th a t  th e  com-
38m issioners come to  the  n a tio n  to  s e t t l e  th e  t r e a ty .
I r r i t a t e d  by such c r i t ic is m , one of th e  commissioners, Edward
Harden, defended h is  ac tio n s :
, , . th e  tru e  ground o f  complaint i s  no t a lleg ed  by th e  com­
p la in an ts : —i t  i s ,  th a t  the  commission has stood up, and de­
cided a g a in s t, a  mass o f c la im s, b lotched and b l is te r e d  w ith 
frau d , and vhich i f  adm itted would have taken from th e  pub lic  
tre a su ry , m illions of d o lla r s , fo r  th e  b e n e f it  o f  persons wholly 
u n e n title d  to  compensation o f  any kind o r  amount,33
His rep u ta tio n  was, l ik e  an aged s p in s te r 's ,  above q u estio n . Harden as­
se r te d , fo r  he had an "unimpeached ch arac te r o f  more th an  th i r ty  years 
standing in  various im portant publick s ta t io n s ,  recognized and approbated
^% leanor Boudinot to  Stand W atie, 20 Sept, 1847, C.N.P.
^^Jas, McKissick to  Danl, McCoy, 28 June 1847, C.N.P, ; Cherokee 
Advocate, 27 May 1847,
^^Cherokee Advocate, 18 March 1847.
3Glbid,
•aq
Edward Harden to  Wm. Medill, 17 June 1847, L.R.O.I.A., R, 91
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by a l l  G e o r g i a . P r e c i s e l y  because he was frcm Georgia, he appeared to  
Many Cherckees as the  l a s t  o f  a  succession o f white pe rsecu to rs .
Ihe Treaty Party  had more immediate d if f ic u l ty  ‘tiian o th e r delega­
tio n s . The committee was urged to  re-consider i t s  j u d g m e n t s ,b u t  Stand 
Watie and th e  o thers contended th a t  they  had been f a i r ly  e le c te d  and had
t r ie d  to  s e t t l e  claims f a i r ly —though e^genses incu rred  by Watie and the
42army a t  Fort Wayne in  th e  f a l l  o f 1845 adm ittedly were given p r io r i ty .
Serious charges batrtered th e  conmitrtee, whose ac tio n , i t  was charged, "has
been influenced  by th e  s p i r i t  o f  p a r t i a l i ty  and favoritism " r a th e r  than
43d is in te re s te d  ju s t ic e .  Over 100 Treaty Party men p ro tes ted  t h e i r  com­
m ittee ’s p o l i c i e s , a n d  Watie faced a serious challenge, fo r  fraud  has 
ra re ly  been popular. He evasively  answered conplain ts by a sse r tin g  th a t  
th ree  cormrLttee members had signed th e  1835 t r e a ty ,  and four o f  them had 
signed the  1846 t re a ty —thus he argued th a t  they were c e r ta in ly  q u a lif ie d  
to  speak fo r  th e  Treaty P arty . Since delegation  expenses and a tto rn e y ’s 
fees had to  be paid f i r s t ,  th e re  were many problems in  giving Cherokees 
as much as they t h o u ^ t  they deserved, bu t leg itim a te  claims upon th e  
party  simply had to  be paid  f i r s t ,
^Ojb id ,
47
Cherokee Advocate, 8 Ju ly  1847,
"^^Stand Watie e t ,  a l ,  t o  James MdKissick, 2 Aug, 1847, M iscel­
laneous Documents Pegar^SLrigTEndian A ffa irs , N ortheastern S ta te  College, 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma,
Robert Sanders e t ,  a l ,  to  James McKissick, 20 Ju ly  1847, L,R, 
0 ,1 ,A ,, R, 91,
^^Ibid ,
*^^Ccmmittee to  James McKissick, 2 Aug, 1847, ib id .
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C r it ic a l  w itnesses, hcwever, contended liie  corm ittee members made
decisions on claims according to  the  p r o f i t  they as ind iv idua ls could
re a liz e  frcm each claim , and they seened p a r tic u la r ly  eager to  award large
amounts to  t h e i r  re la tiv e s  George Paschal asked $800 fo r  h is  leg a l 
47se rv ice s , and he even t r ie d  to  g e t a l l  th e  money awarded th e  Ridges by
th e  tre a ty  because he contended th a t  Mrs, Sarah B. N, Ridge, "being a
white lacy and having no c lan ,"  could not in h e r i t  the  money, while h is
48w ife, the  s i s t e r  o f John Ridge, could.
Yielding to  p ressu re , th e  canmittee moderately rev ised  i t s  re p o rt, 
and Stand Watie took i t  to  Washington, I t  was no doubt as good a s e t t l e ­
ment as could have been arranged, fo r  Agent McKissick reported:
This rep o rt has no t given un iversal s a t is fa c tio n  among these  
people. Nor do I  be lieve  th e re  could be a  committee se lec ted  
e i th e r  o f  w hite men o r  Cherokees whose decisions would a ffo rd  
e n tire  s a t is fa c tio n  vhen th e  pecuniary in te re s ts  o f many were 
involved ,^9
Ihe Treaty Party  u ltim ate ly  got $76,000 to  award 311 c l a i m a n t s , T h e  
company o f P ie rre  Chouteau obtained the  most ($7,234), but Stand Watie ap­
paren tly  p ro f ite d  most as an in d iv id u a l, g e ttin g  over $4,000,^^ Though 
Watie su ffe red  during the  years o f oppression, h is  la rg e  award d isc red ited  
h is  claim to  f in a n c ia l d is in te res ted n ess , . Perhaps th e  dubious fin an c ia l
*^®William Lassley, Sworn Statem ent, 4 Aug. 1847, ib id , ; Robert 
Sanders Sworn Statem ent, 4 Aug, 1847, ib id ,
^^Geo, Paschal to  John A, B e ll, e t ,  a l . ,  5 Jan , 1847, C,N,P,
Ufi
J ,  W, Washboum to  Wm, M edill, 27 I^y 1847, L ,R ,0 ,I ,A ,, R, 91, 
James MdKissick to  William M edill, 9 Aug, 1847, ib id , 
^^Settlem ent o f  Treaty P a rty , Aug, 1847, ib id ,
Sllbid,
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m acM natiais o f th e  much-maligned Ross would have been duplicated  by 
Treaty Party leaders i f  t h ^  had had access to  removal funds o r  th e  na­
t io n a l  treasu iy !
Ross h im self d is tre s se d  McKissick as th e  agent t r i e d  to  tak e  a
52population census so as to  make e a s ie r  th e  promised per c a p ita  payments. 
But then Ross had no v a lid  reason to  t r u s t  rep re sen ta tiv e s  o f  th e  United 
S ta tes  in  f in a n c ia l m atters . Commissioners appointed to  h ear Cherokee 
claims were o ften  d i f f i c u l t  to  f in d , and th e  "p riv a te  and c lahdestine  mode 
adopted by th e  Conmissicners" angered Cherokees vdno wanted "one pub lic
CO
session  fo r  th e  examination o f c laim s." Thus th e  claims were no t s e t ­
t l e d ,  and th e  tr e a ty  went u n fu lf i l le d  fo r  most Cherokees th ro u ^ o u t  1847.
N evertheless, th e  na tion  s e t t le d  down to  peaceful p ro sp e rity .
There was "a much more general and s o c ia l  in te rco u rse , and fr ie n d ly  fe e l­
ing anong th e  people" "than had been ev ident fo r  y e a r s .T h o u g h  a t  le a s t  
one m issionary had lo s t  h is  in fluence  among Ross people by s id in g  w ith 
th e  Treaty P a r t y , w h i t e  preachers and teachers resumed th e i r  C h ris tian  
lab o rs .
Even n a tio n a l e le c tio n s  s t i r r e d  up no rancor, W, S. Coodey op­
posed John Ross fo r  P rin c ip a l C hief, b u t Ross won e a s ily  by carry ing  f iv e
56o f th e  e ig h t e le c to ra l  d i s t r i c t s .  In  h is  inaugural address (October 4 ,
James McKissick to  William M edill, 21 Oct, 1847, ib id ,
^^Richard F ields e t ,  a l ,  to  P resid en t o f th e  Uhited S ta te s ,  10 
May 1847, L,R,O.X«A,, R, 9 l ,
^*^James McKissick Report, 29 Sept. 1847, R .C .I.A ,, 1847, 881,
^ % liz u r B u tle r to  David Greene, 2 June 1847, Cherokee Mission 
Papers, XI,
Cherokee Advocate, 5 Aug, 1847,
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1847), Ross con trasted  liie  "d ia b o lic a l a c ts"  and "in<telible in f  any" of
p a s t years wi1h th e  peace and s o c ia l  advance in  th e  year since  Ihe tr e a ly  
57had been signed. T hou^ th e  t r e a ty  had n o t b r o u ^ t  an tic ip a te d  finances 
to  th e  n a tio n , "happily  fo r  th e  country—peace and harmony p re v a il w ith in  
our borcters, as w ell as w ith those o f every n a tio n  known to  us—and i t  
w i l l  be our sacred  duty to  endeavor to  c u lt iv a te  and preserve th i s  good 
understanding permanently."^®
The decade o f  th e  1840’s ,  which began w ith such v io le n t d issen­
s io n , ended w ith c iv i l  equanimity and good w i l l .  Agent R. E. S. Brown, 
who replaced th e  deceased James McKissick in  February o f  1848, repo rted  
th a t  th e  Cherckees had " la rg e  and extensive farms under good fences" which 
were "w ell cu ltiv a ted "  and f i l l e d  w ith "ample stocks of h o rse s , c a t t l e , 
hogs, sheep" and b u ild in g s ; b e t t e r  y e t ,  " th e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  th a t  fo r  some 
years p a s t seemed to  sep ara te  them in to  p a r t ie s  seems to  have subsided.
George Lcwrey thanked God fo r  th e  new prospects opening fo r  h is
RDpeople bu t repudiated  a  proposal by th e  United S ta tes to  e s ta b lis h  an
organized Indian T e rrito ry  fo r  a l l  th e  t r ib e s .  The Advocate sa id :
The Indians have alrea< ^ surrendered e n o u ^  o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i ­
ca l r ig h ts ,  when they  agreed to  enact no regu la tions contrary  to  
the  c o n s titu tic n  and law s, o f  th e  United S ta te s ;  and any attem pt 
to  bring  th e  d if fe re n t  na tions and t r ib e s  in to  a  general union, 
o r confederacy, to  be ju s t  and advantageous to  them, must be 
based upon p rin c ip le s  th e  most l ib e r a l  t h a t  can be made consis­
te n t  with th e  p o l i t i c a l  r l ^ t s  and p r iv ile g e s  recognized as be­
longing to  them in  th e  various solemn and binding t r e a t ie s  th a t
57 lb id . , 7 Oct. 1847.
SGlbid.
S^R. C. S. Brown R eport, 10 Oct. 1848, R .C .I.A ., 1848, 515.
George Lcwrey Message, 4 Oct. 1848, Cherokee Advocate, 9 Oct.
1848.
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have been en tered  in to ,  from time to  tim e, between Idiem and th e  
United S ta te s .61
Whether o r  no t Cherokee p ro te s ts  had any impact on Washington may be ques­
tio n ed , b u t the  t e r r i to r y  was n o t e s tab lish ed .
Though n a tio n a l a f f a i r s  proceeded as smoothly as a lazy  brook wind­
ing through a meadow, violence s t i l l  d istu rbed  the  n a tio n . I t  was e n tir e ly  
d isso c ia ted  from p o l i t i c s ,  however, and thus caused l i t t l e  s t i r  in  th e  na­
tio n . A posse o f nearly  f i f t y  men, led  by John A. B e ll, hunted down E l l i s
62and Washington S ta r r  and k i l le d  them. Since the  S ta rrs  had been pardoned
by th e  1846 t r e a ty ,  i t  was questioned whether th e i r  a c t iv i t ie s  since  th a t
63
time ju s t i f ie d  such ac tio n —lab led  "mobocricy" by Daniel H. Ross.
Ihe n a tio n 's  f in a n c ia l needs concerned Cherokee a u th o r i tie s  f a r  
more than  in c id e n ta l v io lence . Expected money fron  th e  1846 t re a ty  did
not come, and thus John Ross c a lle d  a meeting on November 7, 1849, to  con-
64-fro n t th e  s i tu a t io n . He thanked " the  Great Ruler o f th e  Iftiiverse" fo r  
th e  n a tio n 's  peaceful advance, bu t he adm itted th a t  th e  n a tio n a l debt was 
as onerous as chores t o  th e  mind o f a sm all boy and asked fo r  a delegation
CC
to  Washington to  rep len ish  th e  Cherokee tre a su ry . Ind iv iduals t r i e d  to  
meet th e i r  f in a n c ia l needs by rushing to  C a lifo rn ia  w ith th e  argonauts,
GlCherokee Advocate, 2 Oct. 1848.
^^George Lcwrey to  John A. B ell e t .  ^ . , 8 June 1848, ib id . , 26 
June 1848.
Ĝ Ib id . , 12 June 1848.
*̂̂ Ibid. , 29 Oct. 1849.
®^Jchn Ross message, 1 Oct. 1849, ib id . , 8 Oct. 1849.
^^Ibid ., 30 April 1849, 22 Jan. 1849.
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but gold in  ihe  West could no t f i l l  th e  Cherokee treasu ry —th a t  required  
funds fron  the  United States»
But th e  United S ta tes wanted an accurete census o f  th e  na tion  be­
fore  i t  paid  Cherokees what th e  1846 tr e a ty  premised. Since such a census
had preceeded th e i r  removal fran  Georgia, suspicious fu ll-b lo o d s refused
67to  cooperate. Without the  census, no per c ap ita  payments could be made, 
but even w ith th e  census, as a  Washington o f f ic ia l  ejq)lained, ind iv idua l 
Cherokees would receive f a r  le s s  money than they expected because the na­
t io n 's  government i t s e l f  had consuned most o f  th e  Cherokee appropria tions.
68Whatever was dene, seme Cherokees would be disappointed. l-Jhen the  dele­
gation in  Washington fa i le d  to  ge t i t s  requests and learned exac tly  how 
much Congress planned to  give th e  t r ib e  fo r  per c ap ita  p^mnents, i t  asked
th a t  th e  money simply be he ld  in  Washington u n t i l  Cherokee o f f ic ia ls  could
69decide v h a t to  do with i t .  I t  seemed dbvious " th a t  ju s t ic e  i s  s t i l l  
w ithheld from a  portion  o f th e  Cherokees, and th a t  they are  sub jected  to  a 
fu r th e r  delay in  receiv ing  'the  money acknowledged to  be due them by th e
Government, and o f the use o f  which, they have been deprived fo r  so many
„70y ears ."
Yet John Ross remained as o p tim istic  as a  chamber o f  commerce 
p res id en t. "On a  review o f th e  so c ia l and moral condition o f  th e  country," 
Ross in toned , " I  am happy to  say , th a t  peace and harmony appear to  p re v a il;
6’̂ Vto. B u tle r to  Orlando Brown, 27 Nov. 1849, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 93.
M edill Report, 10 May 1848, U. S, House o f R epresen tatives, 
30th Cong., 1 s t S e ss ., Document 65 (Washington, 1848).
Cherokee Advocate, 10 Dec. 1850,
^^Ibid ., 7 Jan. 1848.
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and th a t  th e  g rea t w e i^ t  o f  ch arac te r and in flu en ce , i s  decidedly on the
71sid e  o f good o rd e r , and resp ec t fo r  th e  a u th o rity  o f  the  Laws," He only 
hoped th a t  success in  Washington would p a ra l le l  success in  th e  Cherokee 
N aticn; th e  1846 t r e a ty  had b r o u ^ t  peace t o  the  n a t i a i ,  bu t i t s  p rov i­
sions must be f u l f i l l e d  by th e  United S ta te s .
Delegations from a l l  th ree  fac tio n s  had repeated ly  journeyed to
72Washington, Old S e t tle rs  demanded $30,000 ju s t  to  pay p a rty  deb ts. A ll
delegations t r i e d  to  g e t money fo r  claims they  p resen ted , bu t o f 1,229
claims presented by May 16, 1848, only tw e n ty -e i^ t  had been approved by
73fed e ra l commissioners, Cherokees p ro tes ted  such s t in g in e s s , bu t l i t t l e
sh o rt o f  war s t i r r e d  b u reaucra tic  Washington, The Treaty Party  d id
75manage to  g e t seme o f i t s  claims s e t t l e d ,  bu t acrimonious c o n f l ic t  
w ith in  i t s  ranks re ta rd ed  any r e a l  s e t t le iæ n t ,
Ih o u ^  many problems flou rished  in  th e  hardened clay  o f  Cherokee 
c o n tra rin ess , the  United S ta te s , as i f  reading a tim e-so iled  s c r ip t ,  be­
gan to  equivocate about t re a ty  commitments, Cherokees contended th a t  the  
rep o rt o f the  Coimissioner o f Indian A ffa irs  on th e  1846 t r e a ty  was
noth ing , o r  b u t l i t t l e  more, than  an e labo ra te  e f f o r t  to  prove 
th a t  n e ith e r  the  commissioners on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  United S ta te s
^^Jdhn Ross Message, 9 Oct, 1850, ib id , , 12 Oct, 1850,
^^Ib id , , 17 Jan, 1848,
Cherokee Claims, 16 May 1848, U, S, House o f R epresen tatives, 
30th Cong,, 1 s t  S e s s ,,  Executive Document 63 (Washington, 1848), 46,
74Memorial o f  the  Cherdcee D elegations, 13 June 1848, Cherokee 
Advocate, 24 Ju ly  1848,
^^Ib id , , 1 M%r 1848,
^^P etition  o f p a r t  o f  th e  Treaty Party  to  R, C, S, Brown, Cca, 11 
Sept, 1848], L ,R ,0 ,I ,A ,, R, 92; Treaty P arty  d iss id en ts  to  R, C, S,
Brown, 18 Dec, 1848, i b i d , , R, 93,
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nor th e  Cherokee delegates who nego tia ted  th a t  t r e a ty ,  knew any­
th in g  o f th e  m atters aboixt vdiich tdiey were t r e a t in g ;  and th a t  so  
f a r  as th e  government p a rty  o f  the  Cherokees a re  ccncem ed, th e  
t r e a ty  o f 1846 i s  an abso lu te  n u l l i ty  . . . ,77
Despite such gloony p red ic tio n s  and assessm ents, Cherokee fac tio n s  
kep t delegations in  Washington a t  in te rv a ls  throughout 1849.78 They had 
no success. Worried leaders warned, however, " th a t  g re a t d is t r e s s  and 
se rio u s disturbances (tdnich were qu ieted  by th e  prospects he ld  o u t t o  them 
by th e  t r e a ty  o f 1846) may be th e  consequence o f th e  unfortunate  delay in  
executing th a t  t r e a ty  on b eh a lf o f  the  United S ta te s ,"
In  th e  n a tio n , people seemed a b i t  more o p tim is tic , though w ith­
o u t r e a l  cause. I t  appeared p o ss ib le  th a t  Cherokees would g e t alm ost
$3,000,000 from th e  United S ta te s—nearly  $1,000,000 o f i t  going t o  3,000
80Old S e t t le r s ,  In  expectance. Old S e t t le r s  took a census o f  t h e i r  mem­
b e rs , but they even t r i e d  to  count party  members who had died and were
81thus forced to  re - ta k e  i t .  Other rumors a lte re d  th e  amount o f  money to
82be p a id , but people expected something by 1850,
^^Cherokee Memorial, 13 June 1848, U, S, Senate, 30th Cong,, 1 s t 
S e ss ,, Miscellaneous Document 145 (Washington, 1848),
78Cherokee Advocate, 17 Sept. 1849; John Ross to  Wm, B u tle r , 27 
Nov, 1849, L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 93; John Drew to  Wm, M edill, ib id , ; C redentia ls 
o f Cherokee Nation Delegatdcn, i b i d . ,  R, 94; Old S e t t le r  e le c t io n , 21 
Sept, 1849, ib id ,
78Memorial o f W, P, Ross e t ,  a l , ,  15 May 1849, U, S, Senate, 30th 
Ceng,, Special S e s s ,,  Report 3 (Washington, 1849),
80Cherokee Advocate, 22 Oct, 1850,
^^ Ib id , , 17 Dec, 1850; John Drennen to  L, Sea, 14 Dec, 1850, 
L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 95; Orlando Brcwn to  Wm, B u tle r, 5 June 1850, ib id ,
82çherbkee Advocate, 27 Aug, 1850; John Drew e t .  a l .  to  A, L, 
L au ^ rey , 30 Sept, 1850, L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 94; Stand Watie to  Luke Sea, 20 
Nov, 1850, ib id .
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Ihough the  n a tio n 's  finances dangled ju s t  above insolvency, a t
le a s t  i t s  v io le n t p o l i t ic a l  fac tiona lism  appeared over. The Advocate a s-
83se rted  "-die only party  we knew, and s h a l l  recognize, i s  our country," 
and most Cherokees echoed th is  sentim ent. But th e re  were sane unrecon­
s tru c te d  d iss id e n ts . John R ollin  Ridge never forgave Ross people fo r  
k i l l in g  h is  fa th e r  and reported  a  sy n ça th e tic  audience to  h is  grievances
O h
in  southwestern M issouri, He kep t b o ttle d  up w ith in  h im self "a deep-
seated  p rin c ip le  of revenge in  me which w il l  never be s a t i s f ie d  u n t i l  i t
reaches i t s  o b j e c t . A f t e r  going to  C a lifo rn ia , Ridge ejqpressed h is
ha te  by m ail to  h is  uncle . Stand Watie;
I  had re th e r  die than su rrender ny r ig h ts .  You re c o lle c t  th e re  
i s  one gap in  Cherokee h is to ry  vhich needs f i l l i n g  up. Boudinot 
i s  dead, John Ridge and Major Ridge a re  dead, and they a re  but 
p a r t ia l ly  avenged. I  d o n 't  know how you fe e l  now Stand, but 
th e re  was a time when th a t  brave h e a r t  o f yours grew dark over 
th e  memory o f  our wrongs. . . .  I  admire your prudence in  keep­
ing so quiet.®®
Stand Watie f e l t  le s s  v io le n tly  than h is  young nephew, and peihaps 
he could have liv ed  th e  r e s t  o f h is  l i f e  in  peace w ith John Ross. But he 
did n o t, and h is  people did n o t, fo rg e t in ju r ie s  they  had su ffe red  since  
the  removal. Open h o s t i l i ty  was covered by th e  glossy b lanket o f  th e  1846 
t r e a ty ,  bu t the  gnawing an tipathy  was never e rad ica ted . The n a ticn  m i# it 
have peace, but i t  could never be t r u ly  u n ited .
Another fa c to r  brought disunion in to  th e  na tion  ju s t  as th e  t re a ty  
seemed to  u n ite  i t .  Cherokees were slave-ow ners, and as such they could
^^Cherokee Advocate, 8 Oct. 1850.
^^ Ib id . , 4 Dec. 1848.
®®John R. Ridge to  Stand W atie, 2 Ju ly  1849, C.N.P.
®^Ibid.
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ncft avoid involvement in  "Bie a b o litio n  controversy. In  laie United S ta te s , 
major re lig io u s  denominations s p l i t  l ik e  angered b ro thers over th e  slave  
question in  th e  1840 's, and such ac tio n  n a tu ra lly  a ffe c te d  m issionaries in  
th e  Indian country. An "avowed a b o li t io n is t ,"  S. B. T ren t, o f  th e  Ameri­
can Board, v is i te d  the  n a ticn  in  1848, and th e  Advocate copied a remark 
from an Arkansas paper: "'We hope and t r u s t  lh a t  Missionary and Aboli­
t io n i s t  a re  n o t to  be syncnimous term s, and we believe  they a re  n o t, fo r
th ere  a re  o th er M issionaries amcxig the  Indians who do no t requ ire  such
87onerous conditions fo r  th e i r  s e rv ic e s '."  Ihe Advocate, however, as­
se rted  th a t  Arkansas slave-owners could ease t h e i r  minds, fo r  th e re  was
88no aboliticaiism  among church members in  th e  Cherokee Nation.
At an o f f ic ia l  meeting o f  th e  Cherokee m issionaries o f  th e  Ameri­
can Board in  1848, m issionaries s ta te d  they  did n o t support slavery  but
89thought i t  would be unwise to  fo rb id  slave-owners membership in  churches. 
Two years l a t e r ,  when abolitionism  was more w ide-spread, S. A, W orcester 
and D. S. Butrlck maintained th a t  n e u tra l p o sitio n  and t r i e d  to  confine 
t h e i r  a c t iv i ty  t o  re lig io u s  ra th e r  than p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s . B u t  Chero­
kees owned s la v e s , and th e  a b o litio n  a g ita tio n  (g ra fted  onto th e  la te n t  
fac tionalism  in  th e  nation) would q u ie tly  sever th e  n a tion  during th e  
apparently calm decacte o f th e  1850's .
Q̂ Cherokee Advocate, 21 Feb. 1848, quoted from the  Arkansas 
In te llig e n c e r .




^^ Cherokee Mission Meeting, 21 March 1848, Cherokee
5
A. Worcester and D. S. Butrlck to  S. B. Trent, 15 May 1850,
CHAPTER XIV 
A PEACEFUL DECADE
H ail to  th e  Plow! fo r  n a u ^ t  s h a l l  take  i t s  p lace ,
The f i r s t ,  g rea t c iv i l i z e r  o f  1±ie race!
—John R ollin  Ridge
M ilitancy i s  . , . no t absent n a ra lly  frcm what 
p o l i t i c a l ly  passes fo r  peace.
—George Santayana
Ihe 1850’s in  Indian T errito ry  were q u ie t—lik e  th e  hush o f  a h o t 
sunnier day ju s t  minutes before th e  sl<y breathes i t s  to m ad ic  wrath upon 
th e  e a r th . The raging tum ult o f th e  1840's  subsicfed to  the  harmony o f trie 
new e ra ,  and a pre-removal concord seemed re -e s ta b lish e d  in  th e  Cherokee 
Nation. Ind iv iduals progressed econcanically and s o c ia l ly ,  obtained  a t  
long l a s t  a p a r t ia l  t r e a ty  se ttlem en t from the  United S ta te s , and d is ­
banded t h e i r  p o l i t ic a l  fa c tio n s .
The absorbing in te r e s t  o f  many Cherokees during th e  f i r s t  years 
o f  the  decade was the  se ttlem en t o f  th e  1846 t r e a ty .  T reaty Party  people, 
l ik e  those f i r s t  in  l in e  in  a  rush on a  f a i l in g  bank, obtained  a  f a i r ly  
comprehensive payment before th e  decade began, b u t Old S e t t le r s  demanded
th a t  those  of the  party  who had died s in ce  1846 be included in  the  census
1 . 2 and th e i r  h e irs  p a id , bu t most o f them wanted to  include only th e  l iv in g .
^A. H. Rutherford to  W. K. Sébastian , 23 Jan . 1851, L .R .O .I.A ., 95.
^Cherokee Advocate, 4 Feb. 1851.
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Though delegates in  Washington had sane d if f ic u lty  g e ttin g  Congress to  ap­
p ro p ria te  needed funds, a census o f  emigrant Cherokees was " in  f u l l  oper-
q
a ticn" by 1851, and thus p e r c a p ita  payments seemed c e r ta in .
One rumor suggested th a t  th e  n a ticn  would g e t almost $750,000 
since the  Senate favored appropria ting  th a t  amount—though i t  had no t 
c leared  th e  House o f R epresen tatives. Bo1h Old S e ttle rs  and Ross people 
prepared to  receive t h e i r  money, and in  March, 1851, Congress appropria ted  
funds to  s e t t l e  Cherokee claims ag a in s t th e  United S ta tes which were sup­
posed to  b ring  about a  conclusive se ttlem ent w ith th e  Cherokees.^
But d i f f ic u l t i e s  developed alm ost immediately. The United S ta te s  
commissioner. Colonel Jchn Drennen, was suspected o f  planning to  p r o f i t  
frcm th e  p e r cap ita  se ttlem e n t, and thus seme Western Cherokees demanded
th a t  no n a tic n a l debts (which included sums owed leg a l counsel) be taken
0
from th e  funds designated fo r  th e  p e r c ap ita  payments. The T reaty  Party  
abruptly  vau lted  in to  th e  arena o f  controversy and demanded th a t  Old Set­
t l e r s  p ^  $10,000 they  had borrcwed in  o rder to  pay delegation  e jçenses
n
in  Washington. Old S e t t le r s  coveted as much p e r person as p o ss ib le  and 
re s is te d  e f fo r ts  to  d iv e r t  any o f t h e i r  funds to  pay deb ts; they  even 
t r ie d  to  exclude 215 Western Cherokees who had been e a s t  o f  th e  M ississipp i
^W. P. Ross and Joseph Vann to  L. Sea, 3 Feb. 1851, L .R .O .I.A .,
R. 95; Cherokee Advocate, 11 Feb. 1851.
‘̂ Ibid. , 11 March 1851.
P. Ross and Joseph Vann to  Luke Sea, 24 Feb. 1851, L .R .O .I.A ., 
R. 95; Amos Kendall to  Luke Sea, 14 March 1851, Kendall Papers; Cherokee 
Advocate, 25 March 1851, 20 M ^ 1851.
^Cherokee Advocate, 1 Ju ly  1851.
^Ogden and Luce to  John Drennen, 26 July 1851, L.R.O.I.A., R. 95.
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when th e  1835 tr e a ty  was signed frcm th e  se ttlem en t—which John Ross pro-
8te s te d  since  they would then have to  be paid  from h is  p a rty ’s  funds.
Despite com plications, th e  Old S e t t le r  census ended in  September 
and th e  long-awaited payments began. They had $816,000 to  d is t r ib u te ,  and 
Colonel Drennen in s is te d  th a t  $70,000 o f t h i s  be reserved to  pay party  
deb ts; though a  Western Cherokee council had decreed th a t  only $30,000 
could be expended fo r  deb ts , Drennen, through " a rb itra ry  measures" began
g
deciding exac tly  how much money should be paid  to  vhich Old S e t t le r s ,  
Plowing through vigorous Old S e t t le r  p ro te s ts ,  Drennen moved rap id ly  and 
s e t t le d  most claims and paid  out most o f th e  money by October 23, 1851,^^ 
While Old S e t tle rs  grabbed th e i r  money, John Ross supporters fumed 
about the  slugg ish  enactment o f  t r e a ty  p rov isions. In  November, th e  Gen­
e ra l  Council met and p ro tes ted  the  " in ju s tic e "  of bo1h the  1835 and 1846 
t r e a t ie s —n e ith e r  o f vdiich had been f u l f i l l e d .  The 1846 tre a ty  had been 
signed to  give the  nation  peace ra th e r  than because o f i t s  advantageous 
p rov isions, b u t even i t  remained unccnsummated, Ross rep resen ta tiv es  con­
sequently demanded th a t  th e  money deducted from th e  t re a ty  fund by the  
United S ta tes  be repaid  and th a t  non-emigrants be paid  from o th e r  funds 
than those a l lo t te d  to  emigrant C h e r o k e e s , T o  make these  demands as
Sjohn Ross t o  George B u tle r, 22 Ai%, 1851, L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 95;
John Drennen to  L, Sea, 13 Sept, 1851, ib id .
^Cherokee Advocate, 16 Sept, 1851,
’■^John Drennen to  L, Sea, 25 Sept,
D, Drennen to  [Luke Sea], 23 Oct, 1851, ib id ,
^^P ro test o f the  General 
1851, J ,R ,P ,; L ,R ,0 ,I ,A ,, R, 95,
^^Jo  1851, L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 95; John 
Council o f th e  Cherokee N ation, 29 Nov,
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c le a r  as p o ss ib le , th e  n a ticn  proposed to  send a Ross-guided delegation  
1 9to  Washington.
Even w hile the  delegation prepared to  leav e , the  United S ta tes  was
13sending money to  be d is tr ib u te d  by Drennen, Drennen planned to  d isburse 
th e  money frcm behind the  s to u t  w alls o f  Fort Gibson, b u t John Ross im­
m ediately demanded the  money be d is tr ib u te d  from 1he court house in  Tahle­
quah, fo r  " the  s e a t  o f government in  th e  N ation, i s  c e n tra lly  lo ca ted , i s  
q u ie t and o rd e rly , and possesses public  houses and means fo r  th e  accono- 
da ticn  o f persons v is i t in g  i t ,  no t to  be had els^diere."^*^ More im portant 
than  i t s  convenience, Tahlequah had no t the  "vice and d iss ip a H œ "  which 
plagued th e  m ilita ry  p o st, Thou^ Ross d id  no t want " to  be esteemed queru­
lous" he urged Commissioner o f Indian A ffa irs Luke Sea to  make the  pay­
ments in  th e  Indian c a p ita l ,
John Drennen could not understand the  Ross argument. Faced with 
over 14,000 people on th e  emigrant r o l l ,  he wanted to  operate  in  sa fe ty  
where he could do h is  business as e f f ic ie n t ly  and as rap id ly  as p o ssib le .
He a lso  thought most Cherokees would j u s t  as soon t r u s t  th e  m ilita ry  as 
John Ross, fo r  a t  Gibson they "would be c e r ta in  o f p ro tec tio n ,"
Trying to  understand Drennen*s w orries , Ross resolved  to  be pa­
t i e n t ,  " I have been too  long engaged in  the  arduous and responsib le  pub­
l i c  a f f a i r s  o f a weak and defenceless people," he s ta te d ,  "no t to  have
^^Cherckee Advocate, 2 Dec, 1851,
^^Jchn Drennen to  Luke Sea, 5 Jan, 1852, L .R .O .I.A ,, R, 95,
^^Jchn Ross to  Luke Sea, 20 Jan , 1852, ib id ,
ISfbid,
^^Jchn Drennen to  L, Sea, 6 March 1852, ib id .
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learned magnanimity under success, as w ell as patience under Conduct which
17I  m i^ t  in  vain have endeavored to  d ir e c t  o therw ise." S t i l l  he demanded
th a t  Drennen operate  in  Tahlequah:
And i t  seems to  ne n e ith e r  r i ^ t  nor humane under th e  C ir­
cumstances th a t  almost the  whole Cherokee people must be c a lle d  
fron  th e i r  homes to  a more d is ta n t  po in t where they can f in d  no 
accoraodaticns merely to  s u i t  th e  personal views, o r ,  th e  p e r­
sonal f e a r s , o f  an o f f ic e r  who could and would be h osp itab ly  
and confortably  en te rta in ed  elsew here.
Ross su ffered  an almost neu ro tic  fe a r  o f th e  h a rd - f is te d , lecherous so l­
d ie rs , th e  treacherous Creek Ind ians, th e  le th a l ,  free-flow ing  whiskey, 
and the  raging sickness which in fe s te d  F ort Gibson. The money could, he 
suggested, be given the  Cherokee agent and d is tr ib u te d  by him ra th e r  than 
Drennen i f  th e  l a t t e r  valued h is  l i f e  too  dearly  to  leave th e  s h e l te r  o f 
Gibson.
Though R oss's argument seems reasonable, Drennen stayed  a t  Gibson.
Perhaps he shared investments w ith merchants who would p r o f i t  frcm trad e
20w ith th e  sudden ly -affluen t Indians. White specu la to rs and tra d e rs  
reaped p len teously  when Cherokees were p a id , fo r  "they could s e l l  almost 
anything and c o llec ted  long-standing deb ts . Coimenting on Drennen's a l ­
leged fe a r  o f sa fe ty  fo r  him and th e  money, th e  Advocate sa id  " th a t  in
order to  keep th e  Per Capita from being s to len  he has surrounded i t  w ith
21a gang o f th ie v e s ."  Cherokees were peacefu l, however, and an e d ito r
17jchn Ross to  Luke Sea, 22 March 1852, ib id . 
l ^ ib id .
1 9 i' Ib id .
^^Cherdkee Advocate, 27 March 1852. 
^ ^ Ib id ., 20 A pril 1852.
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commended h is  people fo r  "Üie "prom ptitude” w ith which they paid  " th e  mer­
chants to  whom they  were indebted fo r  goods* a l th o u ^  the  most o f these  
goods were so ld  a t  th ree  p r ic e s , n ev e rth e less , they were paid  f o r ,  w ithout
a word, which fa c t  speaks volumes fo r  th e  honesty and in te g r i ty  o f  th e  f u l l
22blooded Cherokees." In  s l i ^ t i y  more than  a  month, th e  p e r  c a p ita  pay­
ments ended; the  IMited S ta tes gave the  Ross people $1,248,000, and a l l  
bu t "a very few whose s e l f  in te r e s t  govern them so strong th a t  t h e i r  motto 
i s  to  ru le  o r ru in , have esqsressed th e i r  approbation o f ,  and p e rfe c t  s a t i s -  
factLcn with a l l  th e  arrangements made and ca rried  ou t fo r  th e  payment a t  
F ort Gibson.
Drennen departed , and most Cherokees spent t h e i r  money as cheer­
fu l ly  and rapicEy as housewives on bargain  day. Drennen no doubt pro­
f i t t e d  frcm th e  whole a f f a i r ,  b u t charges o f wholesale fraud must be d is -  
24counted. Old S e t t le rs  were a lso  happy—even though one American lawyer, 
Samuel S. Stambaugh, persuacted th e  claims committee to  meet w ith him se­
c re t ly  and e l ic i te d  a reward o f $46,000, fo u r - f if th s  of th e  amount s e t
oc
aside  to  pay the  p a r ty 's  debts! Demandls f o r  fu r th e r  se ttlem en t would
26be a ire d  in  Washington throughout th e  decade, but the  f in a n c ia l s e t t l e ­
ment o f 1852, l ik e  a welcomed a rm istice  in  war, eased most Cherokees'
22%bid. , 5 May 1852.
^^John Drennen to  Luke Sea, 19 May 1852, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 95.
^^DuVal to  [Luke Sea], 4 A pril 1853, ib id . , R. 96.
Aaron Hicdcs Statem ent, ca , / ^ r i l  1853, ib id .
^®W, P. Ross e t .  a l .  to  Geo. W. Manypenny, 2 Jan. 1855, ib id . ,
R. 97; W. P. Ross to  Sm ^TN ave], 5 Jan. 1855, The Nave L e tte r s , k o rth - 
e a s te m  S ta te  College, Tahlequah, Oklahoma; W« P. Ross to  Geo. W.
Manypenny, 26 Jan. 1855, L .R .O .I.A ,, R. 97; Old S e t t le r  Convention,
26 June 1858, i b i d . , R. 98.
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minds and enabled them to  l iv e  in  contentment not only w ith each o ther 
b u t w ith th e i r  guard ian -p ro tecto r, the  United S ta te s .
Ih o u ^  p e r cap ita  money made in d iv id u a l Cherokees momentarily 
prosperous, i t  d id  l i t t l e  to  so lve the  n a tio n ’s fin an c ia l quandary. To 
get money fo r  the  n a tio n , Cherokees, m aneuveri^ l ik e  hard-pressed  land­
lo rd s , proposed to  s e l l  the  "n eu tra l lands” (an 800,000 a c re , tw enty-five 
mile wide pennisula  which extended f i f t y  m iles northward in to  Kansas along 
th e  M issouri border) to  th e  United S ta te s . "Ihe incumbrance of th is  
land ,"  a canm ittee claimed, "so u t te r ly  unp ro fitab le  and u se less to  u s , 
and a t  so g re a t a  s a c r if ic e  o f our public  funds; our people consider to
be a se rious grievance, from which we, most ea rn es tly  and most humbly ask 
27to  be re liev e d ."  Though received by th e  Indian Bureau, th e  fed e ra l gov-
28emment shewed l i t t l e  d isp o s iticn  to  buy th e  n e u tra l lands.
At th e  same tim e, the  Ih ite d  S ta te s  created  t e r r i to r i e s  to  the  
north  o f  Indian country. I t  was evidence o f Anglo-American land hunger, 
which to  Indians was a fam ilia r  s to ry : "Alas! fo r  us In d ian s , fo r  we
are  fe a rfu l we w il l  be swallaved up by th i s  land-acquiring and kind-occupy­
ing s p i r i t  o f  th e  pale faces."^^  Indian r ig h ts  disregarded and swept cas­
u a lly  aside l ik e  sand c a s tle s  on a  gale-brushed beach, Idie United S tates 
created  Nebraska T errito ry  and gave an Arkansas D is t r ic t  Court au tho rity  
over th e  Indian country u n t i l  a  l a t e r  amendment gave Indians th e  r ig h t  to
James K ell e t .  a l .  to  Luke Sea, 7 Ju ly  1852, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 95.
O O
Cherokee Advocate, 30 March 1853.
^^Ibid ., 27 July 1853.
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make and enforce th e i r  am  laws.^^ Encounters w ith w hite tra d e rs  and ca t­
t l e  drovers fu r th e r  i r r i t a t e d  In d ian s , f o r  Texas-American c a t t l e  b r o u ^ t  
murrain in to  the  n a tion , and the  drovers shamelessly sw elled th e i r  herds
31
with Cherokee beeves.
Despite th e i r  e f f o r t s ,  Cherokees could n e ith e r  keep themselves
ap art frcm whites nor ge t f in a n c ia l  se c u rity  through th e  s a le  o f  neu tra l
lands. Though i t s  c itiz e n s  i l l e g a l ly  en tered  th e  n e u tra l lands and es tab -
32
lish ed  farm s, th e  United S ta tes  refused  to  buy th e  land . Lead rep o rt­
edly abounded in  th e  a rea , but in tru d e rs  wanted land r a th e r  than  m inerals. 
They were p e rio d ica lly  ev ic ted  by th e  m ilita ry  since  Cherokees le g a lly
qq
owned th e  land , bu t they always found a  way to  re tu rn .
The m ilita ry  a lso  c rea ted  problems. Many a p a t r io t ic  Cherokee
wanted Anerican troops expelled from th e  nation  and thus demanded th a t
34-Fort Gibson be vacated. At f i r s t  th e  War Department contended th e  post
Hicks and J , T. Adair to  Geo, W. Manypenny, 14 A pril 1853, 
L .R .O .I.A ., R. 96; Resolution o f Cherokee N ational Council, 2 Nov. 1853, 
ib id . ; Act o f  United S ta te s , 27 March 1854, S ta tu tes a t  Large, X, 269-70.
^^E. Hicks, J .  T. Adair to  Geo. W. Manypenny, 19 May 1853, L.R. 
O .I .A ., R. 96; George B utler to  Geo. W. Manypenny, 5 A pril 1854, ib id . ; 
Thos. S. Drew to  Geo. W. Manypenny, ib id .
^^E. Hicks e t .  a l .  to  Luke Sea, 17 Feb. 1853, ib id . ; R. M. C lelland 
to  Luke Sea, 22 MarcE l'S?3, ib id . ; P e tit io n  to  Geo. W. Manypenny, 24 Nov. 
1854, ib id , ; R. 97; E. H icte e t .  a l .  to  Geo. W. Manypenny, 28 Dec. 1854, 
ib id . , R. 96; E. Hicks a l ,  to  G. W. Manypenny, 15 Feb. 1855, ib id . , 97.
^ O f f ic ia l  Documents and M isc., 1846-51; Geo. B u tle r t o  C. W.
Dean, 9 Jan. 1856, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 98; Geo. B utler to  C. W. Dean, 9 Aug. 
1856, ih id . ; Geo. B utler to  C. W. Dean, 29 July  1857, ib id . ; Geo. B utler 
to  C. Ë. Mix, 12 Oct. 1857, ib id ,  ; Brown, Cherokee N eutral Lands, 7; Geo. 
B u tle r to  C. E. Mix, 24 Ja n .“TST8, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 9Ô.
*̂̂ John Ross to Geo. Butler, 8 Sept. 1854, L.R.O.I.A., R, 96.
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was needed» and Jefferson Davis (la te r  President o f the Confederacy) 
asserted  i t  was a stra teg ic  location» but by 1857 the arny prepared to  
abandon the p ost —though no doubt because o f i t s  bad clim ate rather 
than as a concession to  Cherokee demands.
Aside from problems with th e United States » the nation progressed 
ste a d ily . Though George B utler reported candidly th a t the Cherokee "stan­
dard o f morals i s  low; they are a very shrewd and cunning people » but not 
37industrious»" the nation generally received favorable comments. The 
progress made in  th ir ty  years» d esp ite the removal » illu s tr a te d  the a b il­
i t y  o f John Ross, who» in  the eyes o f h is  friends» "raised a people from
a ccnditicn  o f  comparative barbarism to  a h i^  degree o f c iv iliz a tio n »
38m orality» and v ir tu e ."
Ross h im self conplimented th e  nation for i t s  dedication to  peace­
fu l p u rsu its, th ou ^  he could fin d  no way to  so lve i t s  fin a n cia l problems.
Since Cherckees resisted  any taxation  schemes, Ross had to  depend upon
39annuities and appropriations from the United S ta tes. In 1852» a census
showed 17,530 Cherckees liv in g  in  the nation (an 1846 census lis te d
40
20,500 r e sid en ts), and Agent B u tler, reversing h is  e a r lie r  a ttitu d es »
35R. W. Clelland to  Geo. W. Manypenny, 15 Jan. 1855» ib id . » R. 97; 
Jefferson Davis to  R. W. C lelland, 13 Jan. 1855» ib id .
John Ross to  Commissioner o f Indian A ffa irs, 6 June 1857» ib id . ,
R. 98.
37George Butler Report to  John Drennen, 14 Sept. 1851, R .C .I.A .,
1851, 381.
^^Cherokee Advocate, 9 March 1852.
^^John Ross Message, 4 Oct. 1852» ib id . , 27 Oct. 1852,
Census and S ta tis t ic s  o f  the Cherokee Nation o f Indians fo r  the 
Year 1846, L.R.O.I.A.» R. 91.
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cmplimented Indians for  th e ir  industry and "temperance reform. S t i l l  
another year la te r  Butler spoke even nore kindly: "The camion people are
making slew but steacfy advances in  the science o f agricu lture; the more 
en li^ ten ed  and in te llig e n t portion who have means liv e  much in  the same
MO
s ty le  o f the southern gentleman o f easy circumstances,"
Violence s t i l l  disrupted the canmunily, but i t  was le s s  frequent 
and n o n -p o litica l. One hundred men reso lu tely  surrounded the home o f
43
Andrew and Washington Adair and k ille d  them in  1853, John Ross denounced
44
th e a ffa ir  as an "outrage" stemming fron a "neighborhood feud," but to  
sane i t  appeared th at Ross could not keep peace in  the nation . Others were 
"led to  b elieve th at the murder o f  the Adairs i s  a prelude, to  the reen­
acting o f the awful tragedies in  the Cherokee Nation in  1846, between the 
d ifferen t f a c t io n s ," b u t  such fears soon evaporated. The Adairs had 
k ille d  sane Cherokees and been acquitted , and th e ir  enemies simply took re­
venge, National au th orities prepared to  move against the murderers, and 
Agent Butler reported that "the Cherokees are new gettin g  on as w ell as 
they have for the la s t  four years,
The year follow ing the murders, few crimes were even reported in  
th e  nation, Butler o p tim istica lly  reported "there is  now more unanimity




42George B utler to  Thos, 8 , Drew, 13 Sept, 1853, R .C .I.A ., 1853,
43J, T, Adair e t , a l , to  T. S, Drew, 21 Sept, 1853, L .R .O .I.A .,
44John Ross to  Thos. S. Drew, 26 Sept, 1853, ib id ,
*^^lhos, S, Drew to  Geo, W, Manypenny, 25 Sept, 1853, ib id , 
^^George B utler to Geo, W. Manypenny, 22 Nov, 1853, ib id .
266
U7and hainiony ex istin g  anong them tiian "there has been for many years."
Even "though a drou^ t ruined many crops and "the na"tiai con"tinued to  re­
je c t  any taxa"tdon proposals» which would have remedied i"ts insolvency,
U8"things were apparently b lis s fu l in  1854,
A sim ilar report "the follow ing year inpressed Washington bureau-
cra"ts, George Manypenny canmended Indian e ffo r ts  to  achieve c iv iliz a tio n
"through agricul"ture and education and re lig io n —even "the destructive
drought was b e n e fic ia l, he contended, because i t  taught Cherokees to  plan
49"their crops more in"telligen"tly.
Even Cherokee fa ctio n s, exhaus"ted by "the fray , refused to  s"tir.
A ll sid es hoped "that ""the serious personal and fam ily feuds "that have, a t 
tim es, fea rfu lly  dis"turbed and agi"tated "the q u iet and repose o f  "the Chero­
kees" were " fin a lly  s u p p r e s s e d , I n  fa ct "things were so  q u iet "that "the 
only "things discussed were "the wea"ther or an occassional picnic^ ̂  ("thou^ 
Cherokee p icn ics were scme"times "turbulent a ffa ir s )—or perhaps a divorce
C O
case. Hie Na"ticnal Council p lacid ly  deba"ted education, ju d ic ia l a f-
53
fa ir s , "the neu"tral lands, and revision  of "the crim inal code, fo r  people 
were happy and a c tiv e . Yet peaceful normalcy makes l i f e  good and h istory  
quite lis" tless !
47George Bu"tler to  T. S, Drew, 27 Sept, 1854, R ,C ,I,A ,, 1854, 114. 
^^Ibid.
49Geo, Manypenny Report, R ,C ,I,A ,, 1855, 8-9,
^^C, W, Dean to  Geo, W, Manypenny, ib id , , 119, 
^^Frank "to Jim, 28 Aug, 1855, C,N,P,
^^O fficial Documents, M isc., 1846-1851, Oct, 1856,
^^Ibid ,, 8-18 Oct. 1856,
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As "Bie decade progressed Cherokees sensed increased pressure from 
white intruders. They brought vdoiskey in to  the nation , liv e d  raucously,
5il
and macte poor exanples fo r  Indian youths. Squatters' incursions onto
r r
Cherokee s o i l ,  particu larly  in  the neutral lands, evoked p ro tests, but 
spasmodic m ilitary  action against intruders proved in e ffe c tiv e .
But tr ia ls  are often  in stru ctiv e , and John Ross reported th at 
"years o f t r ia l  and anxiety , o f  danger and stru g g le , have alone maintained 
the existence o f the Cherokee people as a d is tin c t oomnunity; and such
must continue to  be the case, i f  we would liv e  as men ou rselves, and d is -
56 57charge the debt we owe to  p osterity ."  Many Cherckees learned to  farm,
though others were "continually on the wing, moving from place to  p lace;
and one se e s , in  tra v e llin g  through th e ir  country, more deserted than in -
r p
habited houses." As E lias Rector, Superintendent o f the Southern Super­
intendency, continued h is  an alysis o f the Cherckees, he contended; "Ih^  
are generally poor farmers and poorer liv e r s , without gardens or orchards, 
with plenty o f c a tt le , but no milk or b u tter, caring to  surround themselves 
with fev7 o f the luxuries or even comforts o f life ." ^ ^  Serious drou^ ts 
throughout the decade, as w ell as early fr o s ts , retarcted agricu ltu re. ^̂
^^Geo. Butler to  C. W. Dean, 12 T ^ril 1856, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 98.
^^John Ross Message, 19 Nov. 1857, O ffic ia l Documents, M isc., 
1846-1851.
^^John Ross Message, 5 Oct. 1857, R .C .I.A ., 1857, 218.
^^George Butler to  E lias Rector, 8 Sept. 1857, ib id . , 211.
^®Elias Rector to  Charles Mix, 26 Oct. 1858, R .C .I.A ., 1858, 126. 
I b id ., 126-127.
^^Norman Graebner, "Pioneer Indian A griculture in  Oklahona," The 
Chronicles o f Oklahcma, X ^ II (Autumn 1945), 245.
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Jdnn Ross knew h is  people b etter  than a new agent, hcwever, and
when he took a tr ip  throu^  the nation in  1857 he said;
Ihe evidences o f progress by the Cherokee people furnished by 
th is  tour was o f the most cheering kind, and contrasted fa ­
vorably with th e ir  cm d ition  f i f t y  years ago. Well cu ltiva ted  
farms, which have y ielded  abundant crops o f grain, and thus 
affording a fu ll  supply fo r  th e wants o f the people; w ell 
f i l le d  public sch oo ls, large and orderly assemblages, and 
quiet neighborhoods, which were seen in  a l l  the d is tr ic ts , 
showed marked inprovement, and furnished a sure in d ication  o f  
the su sc e p tib ility  o f a l l  c la sses among the Cherokee people 
for a thorou^ c iv iliz a tio n . 61
Though he saw dangers from covetous Writes on th e ir  borders (Kansas* gov­
ernor had described the Indian country as "one o f the most salubrious and 
f e r t i le  portions o f th is  continent" and predicted th at Indian tr e a tie s
would "constitu te no ob sta cle , ai^ more than sim ilar tr e a tie s  did in
62Kansas") Ross s t i l l  glowed w ith praise for  h is  people in  th e f a l l  o f 
1859. He suggested that "industry and enterprise" could e l i c i t  rewards 
fron "a country salubrious in  clim ate, rich  in  s o i l ,  and abounding in  the  
resources o f m aterial w e a l t h . I n  1859, according to  Agent B utler’s  
report, there were 21,000 Cherokees and 1,000 whites in  the n aticn ; 4,000 
Negro slav es endured th e ir  bondage, 102,500 acres were cu ltiv a ted , and
gh
Cherckees owned 24,000 c a tt le . While they were indeed prosperous, one 
m i^ t challenge Butier’s judgment th a t slavery alone stim ulated th e ad­
vancing c iv iliz a t io n  o f the Cherokees.
^^John Ross Message, R .C .I.A ., 1857, 218.
^̂ Ibid.
G^jdhn Ross ^kssage, 3 Oct. 1859, J.R .P,
^^George B utler to  E lia s  Rector, 10 Sept. 1859, R .C .I .A ., 1859,
172-173.
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More than slavery it s e lf»  p o lit ic a l s ta b ility  enabled "the naHcn 
to  advance during the 1850's . John Ross continued to  doninate h is  people 
and won e lectio n s e a s i l y » S t a n d  WatLe was e lected  to  the National Coun­
c i l  in  1853 and gained re -e lec ticn  throughout the decade; he even served
B7as speaker o f th e Council from 1855 to  1859. Further ind ication  that
the faction s were reconciled i s  found in  the ed itorsh ip  o f W. P. Boudinot,
W atie's nephew, o f  the Cherokee Advocate, which he hoped would advance the
68
"in te llig e n c e , m orality and religion" o f h is  people.
Despite many ind ications o f harmony, some gru d ge-filled  Qierokees 
refused to  forget past wrongs. Children o f the murdered Ridges and E lias 
Boudinot blamed Ross people for th e ir  fathers' deaths, and one cried  that 
"the v illia n y  and swindling o f Ross o u ^ t to  be e x p o s e d , S o m e  o f  Stand 
W atie's r e la tiv e s went to  C alifornia, but even there John RoUin Ridge re­
fused to  forgive h is  enemies. One Cherokee planned to  k i l l  a p o lit ic a l 
foe in  the nation , but he abandoned h is  plan, someone reported, because 
"every one seemed to  be for peace, and he was fo r  peaoe too—th at he was 
w illin g  to  1 ^  down h is  arms and be forever a t  p e a c e , " A n a l y z i n g  th e ir  
relation sh ip  to  the United S ta te s , Agent B utler, a m ilita n t Southerner, 
reported;
The m ajority o f  them are strongly n ation a l, or dem ocratic, in  
th e ir  sentim ents, I regret to  say however, th a t there are a 
few Black Republicans, who are the particu lar fondlings o f the
G6Cherokee Advocate, 20 1851, 10 June 1851, 9 Aug, 1851,
®^Warden, P o lit ic a l H istory o f  the Cherokee Nation, 112,
^^Cherokee Advocate, 17 Nov, 1852,
C, Boudinot to  l&icle [Stand W atie], 16 Dec, 1855, C,N,P.
7nCherokee Advocate, 22 July 1851,
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ab olition  m issionaries that have been, and s t i l l  are making 
themselves very o ffic io u s upon the subject o f slavery.
Most m issionaries disregarded p o lit ic s  and labored to  propagate
th e ir  creeds. M issionaries frcm the Church o f Jesus Christ o f Latter Day
• 72Saints entered the terr ito ry , caused sane s t ir  with th e ir  doctrines, and 
had some success before being ordered out o f the area by the nation 's
70
ch ief. M ission schools and 1he printing press o f Samuel Worcester con-
nu
tinued to  help Cherdkees, and Stand Watie requested a missionary for the  
75Honey Creek area. A personal le tte r  to  W atie's w ife conveys the impact
of m issionaries much b etter  than s ta t is t ic s ;
0 Sa l l i e ,  th is  i s  the most dreadful world we liv e  in! Indeed, 
my good S is te r , I do not think I could l iv e , were i t  not for  
the confidence I have in  the Christian re lig icn ! Were i t  not 
for th is  anchorage doubtless I should be a maniac. The world 
to  me has lo s t  i t s  charms! I have no idea that I sh a ll ever 
conceive o f the world as I used to  do. No! i t  a l l  seems to  
me as a m idn i^ t sky, when the only sta r  i t  ever had, went pre­
maturely out! 0 God! enable me to  look far ahead to  that 
world where stars sh a ll never s e t , and loved ones liv e  for  
ever! Enable me, God o f ny l i f e ,  to  be resigned to  what Thou 
hast dene. 76
Whatever the m issionaries' goals or a c t iv it ie s , they were as con­
spicuous in  the slave controversy as were, a b o litio n ists  in  the North. The
7lGeorge Butler to  E lias Rector, 10 Sept. 1858, R.C.I.A., 1858,
140.
^̂ R. C. Parks to  Geo. Butler, 3 March 1858, L.R.O.I.A,, R. 98; 
Grant Foreman, "M issionaries o f the Latter Day Saints in  Indian Terri­
tory," The Chronicles o f Oklahoma, XIII (June 1935), 207.
"̂ F̂oreman, "M issionaries o f Latter Day Saints," 212.
7US. A. Worcester Report, R.C.I.A., 1855, 127-128.
75Bass, Cherokee Messenger, 341.
76W. A. Duncan to  S a l l ie  Watie, 24 Aug. 1857, C.N.P.
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77"dark and portentious clouds" v is ib le  in  the 1840’s rose h i^ e r  through­
out the 1850’s ,  and th e ir  writhing turbulence ca st a shadow over 1he nation  
by the end o f the ctecade. Qierokees had owned slaves sin ce th e ir  Georgia
residence, but most slave owners were whites who had married Cherokee wo-
78men or mixed-bloods. Major Ridge had owned twenty-nine slav es; Stand
7 Q
Watie owned, bought and so ld  them; ' and John Ross may have owned over 
fifty.GO
Compared with white Southerners, Cherokee sla v e  owners were per^
haps the le s s  harsh m asters. Samuel Worcester admitted slavery was " ev il
81S only ev il"  but contended th at change must come slow ly to  Cherokees ;
Op
freedon for the 2,504 slaves could not be gained o v e m i^ t. Another mis­
sionary contended that slaves only did one-half the work "required o f 
h ir lin g s a t th e North" and saw no reason to  rebuke slaveowners sin ce  
Negroes could worship fre e ly . Slaves owned by fu ll-b loo d s may have had a 
rather easy ex isten ce , for  seme only had to  pay a "small "tribute" each
^^Scphia Sawyer to  David Greene, 31 Dec. 1842, Cherokee M issicn 
Papers, X.
"̂ ^Wiley BrL"tton, C iv il War on "the Border (3d ed. ; New York, 1899),
I I ,  25.
7QInventory o f Major Ridge’s es "bate, C.N.P, ; B ill  o f s a le , 8 May 
1847, ib id . ; B ill  o f s a le , June 1856, ib id .
^^Eaton, John Ross, 165. Eaton says Ross had 70 in  1860, but "the 
Lbi"ted States census for 1860 lis"ts "the la rg est owner as having only 57.
A. Worcester to  D. Greene, 17 Jan. 1845, Cherokee M ission 
Papers, XI; S. A. W orcester, T, E. Ranney to  S. B. Trent, 14 Sept. 1854, 
ib id .
p p




D. S. Bu"trick to  David Greene, 1 Jan. 1845, Cherokee M ission
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year to  th e ir  owners and were le f t  to  them selves. Sane Cherokees, lik e
sane Southern w h ites, did think o f th e ir  "fam ily, white 8 black” with
85so lic ito u s  kindness, but the many s a le s , the runaway s la v e s , and the
cruelty o f the system forced some m issionaries to  p rotest.
Leading the p ro test, Evan Jones began denying membership in  the
86B aptist church to  men who did not free th e ir  s la v e s. Samuel Worcester,
who had long tr ie d  to  keep the whole question away from the nation , owned
sla v e s , but he treated  them as a part o f the fam ily and allowed them to
87ea t meals a t the tab le with everyone e ls e  and maintained a rather am­
biguous n eu tra lity .
To deep-dyed Southerners, n eu tra lity  sounded lik e  abolition ism .
M issionaries vho expelled slaveowners from the churches were rebuked by
88the National Council, for the nation had always permitrted slavery. As 
the Ih ited  States moved lik e  a d r iftin g  r a ft  above a cataract toward war, 
the Cherokee Nation a lso  began divid ing. Some accused a n ti-sla v e  mis­
sion aries o f neglecting the "real object o f th e ir  mission" and by a g ita -
89tic n  stirr in g  up "the slave population" and disrupting the country.
Despite opposition, some a b o litio n is t sentim ent crept throughout
90
the nation , and in  1858 and 1857 several slaves were emancipated.
®^Graebner, "Indian Agriculture;" Hitchcock, Traveler in  Indian 
T erritory, 187.
85
W. J.  Dupree to  S a llie  W atie, March 1864, C.N.P.
86Jchn Foster statem ent, 4 June 1855, L.R.O.I.A., R. 97.
87Stephen Foreman to  Geo. B utler, 12 June 1855, ib id .
^^Bill o f Cherokee Council and C om ittee, 24 Oct. 1855, ib id . 
^^Geo. Butler to  C. W. Dean, 11 Aug. 1855, R.C.I.A., 1855, 444.
^^Emancipation Deeds, Cherokee Naticn C ollection , Indian Archives, 
Oklahoma State H istorica l Society .
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A b o litio n is ts  increasing ly  caused tro u b le , and " p o l i t ic a l  s t r i f e  and d is -
91cord" spread everywhere. Even Evan Jones, while openly opposed to  s lav -
92
e ry , d id  no t consider h im self an a b o l i t io n is t ,  b u t amidst accusations 
and den ia ls Cherokees s l i d  w ith th e  l ii i te d  S ta te s  in to  th e  b o ilin g  caul­
dron o f c iv i l  war which eventually  yoked them to  the  Confederacy.
Cherokee secession re su lte d  p a r t ia l ly  frcm id e n tic a l  m otivations 
which pronpted th e  formation o f  th e  Confederacy. In f lu e n tia l  men lik e  
Stand Watie were Southerners, advocates o f se lf-d e te rm in a tio n , which to  
Georgians and Alabamans meant s t a t e ’s  r i ^ t s ,  and most Cherokee leaders 
were economically bound to  th e  Southern p la n te r  system. Indian agents, 
usually  Southerners, maneuvered lik e  s k i l le d  weavers on a  loom to  entwine 
Indian and Southern in te r e s ts .  As has been seen , the  f i r s t  sm all cloud 
on th e  horizon o f  seoessicxi hovered over th e  churches, and "nowhere in
th e  Uhited S ta te s , perhaps, was r iv a lry  among churches . . . s tro n g er than
93w ith in  the  Indian  country." This r iv a lry  spewed fo rth  th e  Evan Jcnes- 
in sp ired  Keetoowah Society.
Responding to  Jones and the  a n ti-s la v e  appeal, many fu ll-b loods 
jo ined  th e  Keetoowah Society , a  s e c re t o rgan ization  whose members wore 
crossed pins cn th e i r  jacke ts  and were thus c a lle d  "P ins."  Though mouth­
ing a b o li t io n is t  slogans, a  more b asic  ra iso n  d ’e tre  fo r  th e  so c ie ty  was 
th e  reac tionary  a lleg iance  o f fu ll-b loods to  ancien t t r i b a l  t ra d i t io n s  and 
c u ltu re . A fte r the  war a Confederate p a rtisa n  wrote th a t  although the
9 ^ 0 .  B u tle r to  C. E. Mix, 30 June 1858, L .R .O .I.A ., R. 98.
^^Geo. B u tle r to  C. E. Mix, 12 Oct. 1858, ib id .
93Annie H eloise Abel, The American Indian  as Slaveholder and 
S ecessio n is t (Cleveland, 1915), 37.
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o rgan !za tim  was formed " fo r  th e  purpose o f a b o litic n iz in g  the  Cherokees
94and pu tting  out of th e  way a l l  who synpathized w ith th e  Southern S ta te s ,"
Jchn Ross shrewdly manipulated th is  a n ti- s la v e , anti-W atie o rgan iza tion  and
95used " i t  fo r  h is  own ends." In  1860, murders and violence d istu rbed  the
96
Cherokee Nation as th e  slave  question  divided i t  once more in to  fa c tio n s .
The mixed-bloods despised th e  Keetoowah Society and i t s  " a l le -
97giance to  th e  North, a b o lit io n , and t r ib a l  gods." Led by Stand Watie
98
•they formed "the K n i^ ts  o f th e  Golden C ircle  in  1860 to  oppose "the P in s , 
and "the Cherokee Nation fragmented in te rn a lly  before th e  C iv il War erupted . 
This d iv ision  duplicated  th a t  c reated  in  1835; ex te rn a l uni'ty had, fo r  a 
season, endured, b u t "the United S ta te s  C iv il War unveiled hidden ha-tzeds 
vhich no peace "tzea-ty could e lim inate  and which would rend and f ra c tu re  
•the na-tlon.
Yet a l l  •these obvious causes o f d iv is ion  wi-thin th e  n a tio n  were 
f ru itio n s  o f  a deeper malacty; th e  oontras^ting so c ia l  atütxK tes between 
the  progressive Watie and the  conservative Ross p a r t ie s .  W atie’s follow­
e rs  looked fo r  new methods and ideas in  order to  improve th e i r  ex is tence  
while Ross people refused  to  abandon •triba l folk-ways and ‘tra d itio n s . A 
c o n flic t  thus emerged which could never be fu lly  reso lved . Although sane 
contend th a t  Cherokees merely t r i e d  to  guess which s id e  would win and then
^^Albert Pike to  D. N. Cooley, 17 Feb. 1866, in  "The Cherokee 
Question," The Chronicles o f Oklahoma, I I  (June 1924), 173.
95ibid.
116.
^®Elias Rector to  A. B, Greenwood, 24 Sept. 1860, R .C .I.A ., 1860, 
^"^Mcnaghan, C iv il War on th e  Western Border, 211.
q o
Charles C. Rcyce, The Cherokee Nation o f  In m an s, 329; K n i^ t s ’ 
C onstitu tion , Misc. Documents, N ortheastern Statæ College.
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jo ined  i t ,  such an an a ly sis  i s  a t  b e s t s u p e r f ic ia l .  Fear i s  a powerful 
m otivation , and the  withdrawal o f United S ta tes  troops and th e  nearness 
and s iz e  o f re b e l forces determined many Cherokees' a lleg ian ce . Eventu­
a lly  th e  Ross fac tio n  sided  w ith th e  South fo r  aw hile, b u t i t  revealed  i t s  
tru e  oharacte r and lo y a lty  when, le ss  than a year l a t e r ,  th e  fu ll-b lo o d s 
deserted  and jo ined  th e  iM on, The i n i t i a l  successes o f  Confederate arms, 
coupled w ith th e  looming co n tig u ity  o f Texas and Arkansas w ithout question  
influenced  Stand Watie and th e  mixed-bloods, bu t something more than  op­
portunism kep t "Biem loya l to  th e  South u n t i l  i t  died in  poverty and d is ­
grace, Cherdcees b a tt le d  throughout the  war and ravaged th e i r  homeland 
because fa c tio n a l b i t te rn e s s  allowed no one to  fo rg e t in ju r ie s  in f l i c te d
since  1835, and "never can tru e  reconcilem ent grow vdrere wounds o f  deadly
99h a te  have p ierced  so  deep,"
In  microcosm. Stand Watie and John Ross i l l u s t r a te d  the  schism 
which enkindled these  h a tre d s , '«Jhile W atie, sonething o f an en trep reneu r, 
improved h im self in  many business and leg a l a f f a i r s , Ross maneuvered l ik e  
an a d ro it stock  broker to  secure annu ities from Washington to  keep h is  
government so lv en t, Ross wanted th e  b e s t fo r  h is  people , bu t he f a i le d  
t o  re a l iz e  th a t  th e  United S ta te s  could no t e te rn a lly  su s ta in  th e  Chero­
kees,
D espite th e  in te rn a l  rup tu re  harrowing th e  naticai, Cherokees su f­
fe red  frcm a war w ith l i t t l e  neaning fo r  them. They f e l l  before m ilita ry  
w rath dispensed by weapons and ta c t ic s  beyond th e i r  comprehension. Fac­
t io n a l  q u a rre ls  had brought bloodshed, bu t th e  inco rpo ra tion  o f th e  Chero­
kee feud in to  th e  Anerican C iv il War almost destroyed th e  n a tio n , fo r  "no
99Jchn M ilton, Paradise Lost,
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more devastating phase o f th e  C iv il War was f o u ^ t  than th a t  in  th e  Chero­
kee NatLai w ith in  the  nex t fou r years.
l*^^VJardell, P o l i t ic a l  H istory  o f th e  Cherokee N ation, 135,
CHAPTER XV 
THE CHASM OF WAR
Revenge, a t  f i r s t  Ihought sweet,
B i t te r  ere  long back on i t  s e l f  re c o ils .
—Jchn Milton
argument i s  t h a t  War makes r a t t l in g  
good h is to ry ; b u t Peace i s  poor reading,
—Thomas Harcfy
0 shame to  man! Devil w ith Devil damn'd 
Firm concord h o ld s, men onely disagree 
Of c reatu res r a t io n a l ,  th o u ^  under hope 
Of heav 'nely  Grace: and God proclaim ing peace.
Yet l iv e  in  h a tre d , enmity and s t r i f e  
Among them selves, and lev ie  c ru e l w arrs, 
Wasting th e  E arth , each o ther to  destroy:
As i f  (which might induce us to  accord)
Man had n o t h e l l is h  foes anew besides .
That day and n ig h t fo r  h is  destru c tio n  w a it, 
—John Milton
Even i f  Indians had wished to  evade th e  c o n f l ic t ,  th e  South would 
not allow them to  do so . While Northern p o lit ic ia n s  eyed Indian lan d s , 
Southern agents s k i l l f u l ly  secured Indian frien d sh ip . The South "appreci­
a ted  the importance o f  th e  Indian T errito ry  as a  possib le  storehouse o f 
p ro v is icn s , as a highway to  and frcm Texas, and in  seme s l i ^ t  degree, no 
doubt, as a  base fo r  securing Colorado T errito ry  and th e  new s ta te  o f  
Kansas,"^ The embryonic Confederacy concluded a llia n c e s  w ith no st Indian 
n a tio n s , b u t John Ross, w ith th e  cunning o f a Swiss n a t io n a l is t ,  proclaimed
^Annie H eloise Abel, "The Indians in  the  C iv il War," The American 
H is to ric a l Review, XVI (Jan, 1910), 283.
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a  r ig id  n e u tra li ty  fo r  h is  people. When a  Chickasaw note  urged Cherokee 
secession , Ross deplored th e  Union's rup tu re  and determined to  keep h is  
people a p a rt f r m  a  c o n flic t  which "can only be regarded as a  fam ily mis­
understanding among them selves."^
Nevertheless Southern diplomats maneuvered to  divorce the  Chero­
kees frcm th e  Union. Governor Henry M. Rector o f Arkansas to ld  Jchn Ross 
th a t  Lincoln was an a b o li t io n is t  and reminded him th a t  Cherokees were in -
3
digenous Southerners regarded as b reth ren  by th e  w hites. Special délé­
g a tio n s, spreading mendacious propaganda, s i f t e d  th r o u ^  th e  Indian coun­
try  and found frien d ly  recep tions everywhere except in  th e  Cherokee Na­
tion.*^ One b righ t-eyed  Indian sa id  th a t  Lincoln m i^ t  "haul h is  b ig  guns 
about over our p ra ir ie s  in  th e  daytime, b u t we w il l  swoop down upon him 
a t  n i^ i t  from our mountains and fo r e s ts , dealing  death and destrucH an  to  
h is  am y."^ Confederate spokesmen urged Douglas Cooper to  secure a l l i ­
ances which would p ro te c t "these t r ib e s  in  t h e i r  p resen t Country frcm the 
agrarian  rapacity  o f  th e  North th a t ,  unless opposed, must soon d rive  them 
from th e i r  h o m e s . A f t e r  severa l men had f a i le d ,  th e  Confederacy's spe­
c ia l  envoy to  th e  Ind ians, A lbert P ike, f in a l ly  obtained th ese  o f f ic ia l  
t r e a t i e s .
^Jchn Ross to  Cyrus H a rris , 9 Feb. 1861, C.N.P.
%enry M. Rector to  John Ross, 29 Jan . 1861, in c lo su re  o f E lia s  
Rector to  Jchn Ross, 14 Feb. 1861, War o f  th e  Rebellion; O ff ic ia l  Re- 
(%>rds, 1 , I ,  683-684. [H ereafter c ite d  as O.R. j
^James E. H arrison, James Bourland, and Charles Hamilton to  
Edvard C laik , 23 ^ r i l  1861, O.R., 4, I ,  323.
^Ib id . , 324.
^L. P. Walker to  Douglas Cooper, 13 May 1861, C.N.P.
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Pike was a  consummate d ip lona t. Aside from h is  g ig an tic  s iz e  (300
pounds) and m ajestic  bearing , th e  transp lan ted  New England lav^er-poe t and
arden t se c e ss io n is t was honest. He demanded a u th o rity  to  make agreements
guaranteening Indians " a l l  t h e i r  leg a l and ju s t  r ig h ts ."  P ile  had l i t t l e
d i f f ic u l ty  w ith most t r ib e s ,  b u t he fa i le d  to  persuade John Ross to  fuse
w ith  th e  Confederacy. Ross sa id :
Our lo c a li ty  and in s t i tu t io n s  a l ly  us to  th e  South, while to  
th e  North we a re  indebted fo r  a  defense o f our r ig h ts  in  th e  
p a s t ,  and th a t  enlarged benevolence to  which we owe ch ie fly
our progress in  c iv i l iz a t ic n ....................... Our duty i s  to  stand
by our r ig h ts —allow no in te rfe re n ce  in  our in te rn a l  a f f a i r s  
from any source, comply w ith a l l  our engagements, and re ly  
upon the  Union fo r  ju s t ic e  and protection.®
Once Pike saw th a t  Ross and h is  fu ll-b lo o d s remained nominally lo y a l to
th e  Union, he purposed to  "nego tia te  w ith the  leaders o f th e  ha lf-b reed s
9who a re  now ra is in g  troops" and drive a wedge in to  th e  crack o f  fa c tio n a l 
schism.
Yet Pike s t i l l  proposed two June, 1861, meetings w ith Ross.^^ He 
o u tlin ed  provisions o f an unusually advantageous t r e a ty ,  b u t he respected  
R oss's n e u tra l i ty ;  Benjamin McCulloch, re c ru itin g  an a n y  to  defend Indian 
T e rr ito ry  and northw estern Arkansas, appeared q u ite  a ffa b le , b u t he diag­
nosed Cherokee n e u tra li ty  as only a "p re tex t to  aw ait th e  is su e  o f 
e v e n t s .M c C u l l o c h  in s is te d  th e  Cherokees would have to  jo in  th e  South 
and thought i t  f a r  w iser to  e n tic e  than to  coerce them.
^Albert Pike to  Robert Toombs, 20 May 1861, O .R ., 1, I I I ,  581.
®Jdhn Ross Message, 4 Oct. 1860, Indian A rchives, O.S.H.S,
®Albert Pike to  Robert Toombs, 29 May 1861, O .R ., 4, I ,  359.
A lbert Pike to  John Ross, 6 June 1861, C.N.P.
^Ben McCulloch to  L. P. Walker, 22 June 1861, O.R., 1, I I I ,  596.
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The r e t r e a t  o f  th e  iM te d  S ta te s  army from Indian T errito ry  posts 
foreed Indians in to  McCulloch's arms. Treaty s tip u la tio n s  were conven­
ie n tly  fo rg o tten  when F ort Tews car and o th e r posts appeared untenable, and 
th e  m ili ta ry  f led  to  Kansas. Forts W ashita, Arbuckle, and Cobb were aban­
doned in  A pril and Texas troops e a s ily  occupied them.
Yet even as th e  so ld ie rs  raced northward, John Foss clung to  hopes 
fo r  n e u tr a l i ty ,  bu t "c e r ta in  emmisaries o f th e  R ebellion, w ith h a te fu l ma­
lig n i ty  took advantage o f th e  n e u tra li ty  to  sow seeds o f  d iscord  and t r e a -
12son in  th e  n a ticn ."  Ross pleaded w ith h is  people to  avoid any p a r t  o f
th e  controversy, fo r  no one wanted "our s o i l  to  become th e  b a t t le  ground,
between th e  s ta te s  and our homes to  be rendered deso la te  and m iserable by
13the  h o rro rs  o f a c iv i l  war." Despite R oss's n e u tra l s ta n c e . General 
McCulloch had orders to  "not only c o n c ilia te  th e  Indian N aticns, bu t to  
ob tain  t h e i r  ac tiv e  cooperation" in  th e  war e f f o r t ,  To r e c ru i t  Chero­
kee tro o p s , and u ltim ate ly  win th e  n a tio n . Pike and McCulloch turned  to  
Stand W atie, already a c tiv e  in  th e  Southern cause.
Told th a t  a b o li t ic n is ts  and black Republicans would soon ru le  the  
na tion  i f  Cherokees did  no t arm themselves and defend i t ,  and a lso  prom­
ised  supp lies and guns, Watie responded q u i c k l y , H e  conferred w ith 
Confederate rep resen ta tiv es  and ta lk ed  w ith h is  own people, Ihe metamor­
phosis from the  Knights o f  th e  Golden C irc le , mixed-blood so c ie ty , t o  th e
l^Swom Statement o f Sarah F, S tap le s , 1878, Harget± C ollection ,




S, Cooper to  Benjamin McCulloch, 26 June 1861, O .R ,, 1 , I I I ,  
M, Wilson g J ,  W, Washboume to  Stand W atie, 18 May 1861,
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Southern R i ^ t s  P arty , to  a fig h tin g  force  in  th e  f i e ld  was in e v ita b le . 
With "many young Hotspurs" a lreac^  in  McCulloch *s ariry, Southern Chero­
kees n a tu ra lly  expected Watie to  lead  them in to  th e  f r ^ .  On July  12, 
McCulloch authorized "WatLe *s Regiment" to  e n te r  th e  N eutral Lands and
17
guard the  a rea . On July  29, a t  Fort Wayne, Watie organized th e  "Chero-
18
kee Mounted R ifles" w ith h im self as colonel in  command.
Regardless o f  o f f i c i a l ,  thou^i e x tra - le g a l m ilita ry  t i t l e s  and
organ iza tions, the  regiment was l i t t l e  more than an armed band clandes- ~
t in e ly  yoked to  a Confederacy re je c ted  by th e  n a tio n . Yet Stand Watie
kept constan tly  " in  the  f i e ld ,  defending h is  country and h is  people
against invasion  from the  North and aga in st bands o f  ru ff ia n s  who came
19to  plunder ra lh e r  than with ai%r d e f in ite  m ilita ry  o b jec t."  The men
were a c tiv e , and " in  the  words o f veterans o f th i s  p ro tec tiv e  troop , some
very in te re s tin g  ’scrapes and brushes’ took p lace between them and the
20Kansas invaders, in  which Watie and h is  men were v ic to rio u s ."  But aside 
from skirm ishes, no more im portant than  a neighborhood d o g - f i ^ t ,  l i t t l e  
happened in  the  Indian country, o r  near i t ,  before the  B a ttle  o f  Wilson’s 
Creek on August 10, 1861. Like Bull Run, Wilson’s Creek created  an i l ­
lusion  o f Confederate su p e rio rity  and d is to r te d  ary v is ion  Cherokees may 
have had concerning th e  war’s  eventual outcome.
^%dward E vere tt Dale, "Some L e tte rs  o f  General Stand W atie," 
Ihe Chronicles o f  Oklahoma, I  (Jan. 1921), 31.
l^Benjamin McCulloch to  Stand W atie, 12 Ju ly  1861, C.N.P.
^^Anderson, Stand W atie, 26.
^^Dale, "Seme L e tte rs  o f  General Stand W atie," 33.
^^Anderscn, Stand WatLe, 26.
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'WheUier Stand Watie p a rtic ip a te d  in  th e  Confederate v ic to ry  a t
Wilson’s Creek i s  debatable» Indians from h is  regiment were on the  f ie ld ;
6,000 horsemen "armed with f l in t- lo c k  muskets, r i f l e s , and shot-guns"
21could have included Watie, One o f W atie’s men, J .  M« Keys, reported
both W, P, Adair and E, C. Boudinot f ig h tin g  a t  W ilson’s Creek bu t i s
22s i l e n t  regarding Watie, Seme a u th o r itie s  assume he was th e re , bu t "the
O ffic ia l Records mention no Indians a t  a l l ,  l e t  alone Stand Watie,
Even i f  he did no t f ig h t  in  th e  b a t t l e ,  Watie p ro f i t te d  from i t .
For i t  "enphasized th e  ro le  which Stand Watie and h is  men were l ik e ly  to
play in  th e  C iv il War—a ro le  t h a t ,  i f  th e  South were trium phant, would
23presumably put Watie in  power and th e  uncommitted Ross in  p riso n ,"
But John Ross was nothing i f  no t a cool-headed, c lea r-th in k in g  
p o li t ic ia n . Tossing h is  in tr in s ic  lo y a lt ie s  a s id e , Ross moved to  choke 
o ff  any ground-swell support fo r  Watie, Less than  two weeks a f t e r  th e  
Confederate triumph a t  Wilson’s Creek Ross c a lle d  a  n estin g  o f  th e  n a tio n , 
and 4,000 Cherokees flocked to  Tahlequah (August 21) to  d iscuss 1he na­
t io n ’s p o s itio n , Ross p raised  n e u tra l is ts  as p a tr io ts  w ithout blemish and 
denounced those fomenting in te rn a l d issension  by friendsh ip  wi1h 1he 
South, He c rie d : "Union i s  s tren g th ; d issension  i s  weakness, m isery, 
ru in . In  time o f  peace, enjoy peace to g e th e r; in  tim e o f war, i f  war must 
come, f i ^ t  to g e th er. As bro thers l iv e ,  as b ro thers d ie ,"^^
91 Benjamin McCulloch to  S, Cooper, 12 Aug, 1861, O .R ,, 1 , I I I ,  104,
22J ,  M, Keys’ t r ib u te  to  Watie and men, in  Anderson, Stand W atie,
73,
23Woodward, The Cherokees, 265,
9UJohn Ross to  Benjamin McCulloch, 24 Aug, 1861, O.R,, 1, I I I ,  674.
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Using th is  ness meeting to  fe e l  h is  peo p le 's  emotional p u lse , he
obtained f r m  th e  Cherokees a  r e a f f in ia tio n  o f  n e u tra li ty ;  a restatem ent
of friendsh ip  w ith a l l  s ta te s  o f th e  United S ta te s ;  a  repud ia tion  o f  d is -
t in c t ic n s  between fu ll-b lo o d s and mixed-bloods; a  reassevera tion  o f  lo y a lty
to  the  Cherokee c o n s titu tio n  and laws; a recogn ition  o f  s lav ery ; a  renewed
pledge to  defend th e  n a tio n  from any aggressor; and, most s ig n if ic a n t ,  a
delegation  o f  a u lh o rily  to  t r ib a l  leaders giving them power to  make any
25a llia n c e  "they considered necessary.
This meeting and i t s  reso lu tio n s did l i t t l e  to  c o n c ilia te  WatLe 
people. Stand Watie considered making a  sep a ra te  t r e a ty  w ith Pike which 
would p ro te c t th e  T reaty fac tio n  and, i f  th e  Confederacy p rev a ile d , give 
i t  dominance. Despite pro-Unicn sympathies in  th e  fu ll-b lo o d  fa c tio n , 
Ross feared  a d iv is io n  o f th e  nation  a t  a  moment when h is  opposition  had 
th e  support o f  an apparently  successfu l Confederacy, The very nex t week 
he n o tif ie d  McCulloch th a t  the  Cherokees would jo in  the  South and o ffe red  
to  form a  regim ent; McCulloch congratulated Ross fo r  h is  wisdom and prom­
ise d  to  work w ith him as soon as A lbert Pike concluded an o f f ic ia l  t r e a ty  
27w ith th e  n a tio n . Although McCulloch welcomed th e  friendsh ip  o f Ross, 
he needed th e  se rv ices  o f Stand WatLe f a r  more.
Scouting in  th e  n e u tra l lands and n o rtheaste rn  p a r t  o f  th e  Chero­
kee N ation, Watie impressed McCulloch as an unscathed commando. He d is ­
counted th e  p o te n tia l  o f fu ll-b loods re c ru ite d  by John Ross, b u t he
25lb id , , 673-676.
^^William P, Adair and James M, B ell t o  Stand WatLe, 29 Aug, 1861,
C.N.P.
27Benjamin McCulloch to  John Ross, 1 Sept. 1861, O.R., 1, I I I ,
692,
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respected  Stand W atie's "h a lf-b reed s , who are  educated men, and good s o l-
28d ie rs  anywhere, in  o r  out o f -üie N ation." Though au thorized  to  form a 
"regim ent," W atie's force never approached fu ll- s tre n g th  and fluc tua ted  
around th e  300 marie; as th e  war progressed, h w e v e r, and as he was pro­
moted, more men followed him, W atie 's regiment was a mounted cavalry 
fo rce ; the  men supplied , o r  co n fisca ted , th e i r  own ponies and s in g le -sh o t 
r i f l e s  o r shotguns. Supplies, th o u ^  premised by the  Confederacy,were 
u su a lly  taken from the  occupied t e r r i to r y  o r obtained from ra id s .
While Watie re c ru ite d , Ross worked fo r  a un ited  Indian T errito ry  
w ith in  the  Confederacy, Many Cherokees, however, were perplexed: one
day they were n e u tra l—th e  nex t day they were re b e ls . Indecision  was oc­
casiona lly  d isastro u s, Jesse  R ussell "wavered from one s id e  to  the  o th e r, 
according to  th e  circum stances, and was f in a lly  taken to  th e  woods and 
sh o t by some of 1he lo y a l I n d i a n s , Y e t  th o u ^  in d iv id u a ls  might sway 
l ik e  p r a i r ie  grass on a gusty day, th e  nation  sped toward permanent a l­
lian ce  w ith the  Confederate S ta te s , Indians camped around Tahlequah the  
l a s t  week o f  September and on October 7, 1861, A lbert Pike and John Ross 
signed a t r e a ty  un iting  the  Cherokee Nation w ith "the Confederacy, The 
t r e a ty ,  l ik e  a well-worded insurance p o licy , lcx>ked l ik e  1he b e s t Chero­
kees ever obtained. I t  confirmed t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  boundaries and govern­
ment, e stab lish ed  a Confederate juc3icial d is tr ic r t in  th e  n a tio n , and o b li­
gated th e  Confederacy to  assume a l l  t re a ty  obligations,..incluc3ing an n u ities
^^Benjamin McCulloch to  L, P, Walker, 2 Sept, 1861, ib id .
1865, 354 
30
^%chn Ross to  Opotheleyoholo e t . a l . , 1 Sept, 1861, R.C.I.A,,
Foreman, "Notes of a Missionary among the Cherokees," 181.
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and funds, due ih e  Cherdkees frcm the  United S ta te s ; Cherdkees had no 
m ilita ry  obligaticans ou tside  th e i r  own n a tio n , rep resen ta tio n  in  th e  Con­
fed e ra te  Congress, and recognition  as a quasi-sovereign province o f  th e  
31Confederacy.
Jdhn Ross tre a te d  w ith Pike. Stand W atie, in  the  background, took
no p a r t  i n  the  nego tia tions bu t shook hands w ith th e  P rin c ip a l Chief a f t e r
32th e  t r e a ty  was signed in  a  shallow show o f n a tio n a l s o l id a r i ty .  But any
un ity  was ephemeral. Ross pretended to  t r e a t  w ith th e  rebe ls  but awaited
a chance to  re jo in  the  Union i f  i t  were possib le  and p o l i t ic a l ly  advanta­
ge
geous, " fo r  i f  Stand Watie and h is  party  took one s id e , John Ross and
h is  p a rty  were sure in  the  end to  take  the  o th e r , e sp ec ia lly  when th a t
o th e r proved i t s e l f  the  stronger. S t i l l  the  "treaty was signed and la -
35t e r  r a t i f ie d  by th e  Confederatæ Congress on December 24, 1861.
As he concluded th e  t r e a ty .  Pike commissioned John Drew to  r e c ru i t  
a  Cherokee regim ent, bu t W atie's force continued to  operate separa te ly  
from Drew's fu ll-b lo o d  fo rce . They prepared fo r  a c tio n , bu t before they 
batrtled the  North, they had to  ch astise  th e i r  neighbors. Ihe Creeks, who 
re je c te d  John Ross's o f fe r  to  " a l l  smoke the  pipe o f friendsh ip  around our
^^Treaty bet>reen Pike and Ross, 7 Oct. 1861, O.R., 4 , I ,  669-687. 
32A lbert Pike to  Commissioner o f Indian A ffa irs , 17 Feb. 1866,
"The Cherokee Question," 179.
^^Testimony o f Sarah F. S tap les , 1878, Hargetrt C ollection .
^*4^ike to  Caim issicner of Indian A ffa irs , 17 Feb. 1866, "The 
Cherokee Question," 179.
S. Senate, 58th Cong., 2d S e s s ., Journal o f  th e  Confederate 
S ta te s  o f  America, 1861-1865, Document 234 (Washington, 1304), I ,  è l l .
^^Albert Pike t o  John Drew, 7 Oct. 1861, Copies o f  Cherokee Let­
t e r s ,  Documents and Accounts, bound MS, Indian A rchives, O.S.H.S.
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g rea t oouncil f i r e ” had divided, and p a r t  o f  th e  na tion  was b e l l ig e r ­
en tly  n e u tra l ,  viiich was regarded as pro-Union. Confederate fo rces b a t­
t le d  Opolhleyoholo-led Creeks a t  Round Mountain and Bird Creek, bu t since  
many Cherokees in  Drew's force deserted  under f i r e  Jchn Ross spoke to  them,
reminded them o f t r e a ty  agreements, and emphasized t h e i r  duty to  repe l any
38in tru d e rs—w hite o r  Indian . Opoihleyoholo moved le isu re ly  from th e  b a t­
t l e f i e ld  a t  Bird Creek to  a camp on Hominy Creek, fou r m iles w est o f p re-
39
sent-day Skiatook, a t  a  place c a lled  Chustenahlah. Stand Watie helped 
Colonel James McIntosh ro u t the  Creeks and drive  them to  Kansas, b u t a f te r  
th is  running f ig h t  on December 27, 1861, most Confederate troops r e t i r e d  
to  F o rt Gibson.
Events o f  1861 o ffered  but l i t t l e  i n s i s t  in to  the  fu tu re . Stand 
Watie, new f if1 y -f iv e  years o ld , had kna-on nothing bu t v ic to ry ; John Ross, 
seventy-one, awaited th e  t id e  o f events. Ind ian  T errito ry  was firm ly  held 
by th e  re b e ls , and th e re  had been l i t t l e  opposition  to  t h e i r  movements. 
Early in  1862 Watie must have been o p tim is tic  ; th e  war could be won, s la v ­
ery could be preserved, and soon the  o ld  way o f  l i f e  could be resumed.
John Ross awaited fortune  to  sweep him in to  w hole-hearted support o f  e i ­
th e r  Ih ion o r  Confederacy.
L i t t le  occurred in  the  ea rly  months o f 1862, b u t when Watie was 
a ttacked because h is  nephew k i l le d  a Ross fo llow er, he claimed th a t  such 
inciden ts were exaggerated by h is  fa c tio n a l enemies. ”I  am w ell aware
Jchn Ross t o  Opcthleyoholo, 8 Oct. 1861, R .C .I.A ., 1865, 354. 
^®John Ross Address, 19 Dec. 1861, ib id . , 355-356.
qq
A rthur Shoemaker, "The B a ttle  o f Chustenahleh,” The Chronicles 
of Oklahoma, XXXVIII (Summer 1960), 183-84.
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U iat "the personal re la tio n s  o f n y se lf  ivith th e  unfortunate f a c t i a i  i s  
se ized  upon with av id ity  by those whose only ambition seems to  be to  mis­
rep re sen t and in ju r s  me,"*̂ *̂  he s a id ,  b u t he sa rdon ica lly  noted th a t  " th is  
i s  c a lle d  a  barbarous crime and shocks th e  se n s it iv e  nerves o f Col, Drew, 
Mr. Ross and o th e rs , who o f course have never p a rtic ip a te d  in  th e  shedding 
o f innocent b l o o d , T h e  momentary union o f  forces never concealed deep- 
sea ted  fac tio n a l a n tip a th ie s , and Cherokees, while noninal a l l i e s  of th e  
South, seldom re s is te d  convenient oppo rtun ities  fo r  revenge.
In  th e  f in a l  week o f February, 1862, Indian troops assembled and 
marched toward Arkansas to  he lp  Major General E arl Van Dom defend north ­
w estern Arkansas, Jdhn Ross accompanied Drew’s regiment fo r  a  few m iles 
b u t was "disuaded" frcm fu r th e r  a c tio n  by "many base , reck less and unprin­
c ip led  persons belonging to  W atie 's regim ent who are under no subordina-
42t io n  o r r e s t r a in t ,"  Stand Watie marched w ith h is  men in to  Arkansas and 
jo ined  Van Dom 's 16,000 Confederates, who proceeded to  lo se  th e  B a ttle  
of Pea Ridge,
Though Indians helped th e  Confederates a t  Pea Ridge in  many w ^ s ,  
what l i t t l e  a tte n tio n  they received  fo r  th e i r  e f fo r ts  was abusive and con­
temptuous, Northerners charged th a t  they  scalped  Union dead and s la u ^ i-  
te re d  the  in ju red , Even th e  d isg ru n tled  Van Dom had only invec tive  fo r  
th e  und isc ip lined  "horde o f Indians" who "murdered and scalped many o f the
^^stand Watie to  Douglas Cooper, 19 Feb, 1862, C.N.P,
% b id .
189,
^^John Ross t o  A lbert P ike , 25 Feb, 1862, "The Cherokee Question,"
li9
Samuel Curtis to  J ,  C, Kelton, 13 March 1862, O.R,, 1, VIII, 290,
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Union wounded, Yet th e  Indians l i t t l e  deserved such defanimation, Ihey 
were, f i r s t  o f a l l ,  re lu c ta n t conbatants forced to  v io la te  tre a ty  agree­
ments and f ig h t  outside t h e i r  te r r i to r y  and were impotent facing a r t i l ­
le ry  w ith shotguns. Then only d is to rte d  e th ic s ,  q u ite  a lien  to  Indian 
c u ltu re , judged l i f t in g  the  scalp  o f a vanquished foe more heinous then 
b la s tin g  h is  head o ff  w ith a cannon!
Other than anger w h ites , Indians did su b s ta n tia l  serv ice  fo r  th e
South in  the  b a t t l e ,  A b a tte ry  captured by W atie 's men was one o f  th e  few
tan g ib le  Confederate accomplishments. As sc o u ts , Indians were superb, and
they reg u la rly  pro tec ted  th e  flanks of r e tre a t in g  columns. Pike l a t e r
4-5
reproved h is  Indian troops fo r  alleged  a tr o c i t ie s  on th e  f ie ld ,  bu t he 
reminded federa l o f f ic ia ls  a f te r  th e  war th a t  th e  Union must not have been 
too  indignant with Indian misdeeds since th e  troops who reportedly  took 
sc a lp s , Drew's fu ll-b lo o d s , were soon in  the  fed e ra l army and sen t in to  
"Arkansas to  ravage it,"^®
Whether o r  n o t a tro c i t ie s  were p erp e tra ted  and regard less o f  Cher­
okee accomplishments in  b a t t l e , th e  s ig n ifican ce  o f Pea Ridge i s  n o t the  
impact o f  Indian arms upon the  b a t t le  but th e  b a t t l e 's  a f fe c t  upon th e  
Indian T errito ry , A fter Pea Ridge, Southern s tra te g y  west o f th e  M issis­
s ip p i became, l ik e  the  Maginot L ine, s t r i c t l y  defensive—ta c t ic s  which 
doomed th e  Indian country. The b a t t le  i l l u s t r a te d  c le a rly  the  in a b i l i ty
^ ^ a r l  Van Dom, War Papers and Personal R ecollections o f th e  
M issouri Canmandery, 232, in  Abel, The Anerican Ind ian  as a P a rtic ip a n t 
in  th e  C iv il War (Cleveland, 1919), 148,
A lbert Pike to  Commissioner o f Ind ian  A ffa irs , 17 Feb, 1866,
"The Cherokee Question," 177,
^^Special Order o f  General P ike, n .d , , V e rtica l F ile , C iv il War, 
Grant Foreman C ollection , Indian Archives, O.S.H.S,
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of A lbert Pike to  ccmnand aggressive m ilita ry  fo rc e s , and he became the 
f i r s t  o f  sev era l comanders vho refused to  consider Indian T errito ry  as 
anything o th e r  than a b u ffe r betvjeen Kansas and Texas. Had an aggressive, 
experienced genera l, vdth a genuine in te r e s t  in  In d ian s , been in  charge, 
Watie and h is  men might have been able with white a ss is tan ce  to  ho ld  th e i r  
country. Had they he ld  i t ,  Jdhn Ross no doubt would have remained a t  Park 
H ill  and kept th e  n a ticn  un ited . But white genera ls , o f ten  piqued over 
t h e i r  appointment to  such an obscure d i s t r i c t ,  decided Texas had to  be 
saved and s a c r i f i c ia l ly  o ffered  Indian T errito ry  to  s h ie ld  Texans and 
Texas resources.
Pike resolved to  fo r t i fy  a strong defensive p o s itio n  commanding 
convergent roads leading to  Texas, and Watie was urged to  scout and annoy 
the  eneny. Pike pledged never to  abandon Indian T errito ry  (though Fort 
McCulloch, which he e rec ted  on Ihe Blue R iver, was about as f a r  as he 
could ge t from the  t e r r i to r y  and s t i l l  be in  i t )  and urged Cherokees to  
"bury o ld  anim osities and remember only th a t  a l l  a re  new fig h tin g  fo r  the  
honor, independence and sa fe ty  o f  th e  Confederate S ta te s  and th e  Cherokee 
People.
Watie read P ik e 's  orders and returned  to  th e  f i e l d ,  where he h a r­
r ie d  federa l p a tro ls  in  southwestern M issouri. But he bu ried  few "old  
an im osities."  Colonel Douglas Cooper, W atie 's im nediate su p e rio r, ana- 
liz ed  th e  emerging p a tte rn  o f combat and p red ic ted  g u e r i l la  w arfare could 
e a s ily  determine th e  fa te  o f the  Indian country. He thus urged th a t  Watie 
be promoted and perm itted to  r e c ru i t  ad d itio n a l tro o p s , fo r  "1he Indians 
have g rea t confidence, and ju s t ly ,  in  Col. Stand W atie 's p a tr io tism ,
^^Albert Pike to  Stand Watie, 1 ^ r i l  1862, C.N.P,
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48prudence and courage, and I  "think would r a l ly  "to h is  standard ."  Wi"th 
h is  scou"ts oon"tinually probing, h is  in tim ate  knowledge o f the  coun"try, and 
h is  dauntless s p i r i t , Watie f o u ^ t  e ffe c tiv e ly  in  th e  con"tinual brush 
w arfare.
Despite some minor v ic to r ie s ,  Watie vain ly  pleaded fo r  w hite 
"troops to  b o ls te r  h is  fo rce , Wi"thout reinforcem ents he  could sca rce ly  ex­
pect to  r e s i s t  th e  moun"ting fed e ra l o ffen s iv e , and A lbert Pike remarked
"that "Stand Wa"tie has troub led  "them too much fo r  "them no t to  wish to  f in -
49ish  him" and occupy Indian T e rrito ry , E arly in  A pril "the United Sta"tes
au"thorized an invasion  fo rc e , organized in  "the spring  under Colonel
William Weer and including  a regiment re c ru ite d  frcm Indian refugees in  
50Kansas,
Weer invaded Indian T errito ry  in  June, To meet "this o ffen s iv e . 
Pike put Douglas Cooper in  charge of a l l  Confedera"te fo rces no rth  o f "the 
Canadian R iver, ordered a l l  p a rtisa n  bands expelled  frcm "the t e r r i to r y ,  
and conscripted a l l  white non-residen"ts who had sought refuge wi"th "the 
In d ia n s ,A d m in is " tra " tiv e  pronulga"tions, mere paper b u lle ts  to ssed  upon 
"the wind, did l i" t t le  to  defter Weer, and as General Thcraas Hindman rep o rted , 
" to  meet "this fo rce , 5,000 s"trong, we had only "the brave Stand Wa"tie, wi"th 
h is  fai"thful regiment o f  h a lf-b reed  Cherokees, Drew's regim ent o f  f u l l -  
bloods, many o f whom were d isa ffe c te d ,"  and some poorly led  g u e r i l la s  from
^^Douglas Cooper to  E arl Van Dom, 6 May 1862, 0 ,R ,, 1 , X III, 824, 
A lbert Pike to  T, C, Hindman, 8 June 1862, ib id , , 942,
SOL, Thomas to  Robert Furnas, 2 A pril 1862, 0 ,R ,, 3 , I I ,  2, 
S^kSeneral Orders o f  A lbert P ike, 23 June 1862, 0 ,R ., 1 , X III , 839,
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52M issouri. Watie fought a delaying ac tio n  through Tahlequah and Fort
Gibson to  the  south bank o f th e  Arkansas R iver, where he was jo ined  by 
53Cooper. This rap id  r e t r e a t ,  compounded w ith th e  e a r l ie r  d is a s te r  a t  
Pea Ridge, moved many fu ll-b loods to  reassess  t h e i r  p o s itic n  in  th e  con­
f l i c t .  Obviously they had picked the  wrong s id e —e sp e c ia lly , they rea­
soned, since they re a l ly  lik ed  the  Lftiion! Drew’s d ese rtio n -rid d led  re g i­
ment disbanded and 400 o f h is  men jo ined th e  Union arrry,^^
With a l l  th e  ac tiv e  opposition except Watie vanquished, th e  Union
column had l i t t l e  d if f ic u l ty  occupying th e  Cherokee Nation. By Ju ly  15,
55Fort Gibson was captured; œ  July  14 a fo rce  went to  Tahlequah and Park
H il l  \h e re  Jdhn Ross w illin g ly  cap itu la ted —a move w ell a n tic ip a te d  by
fed e ra l o f f i c ia l s .  Ross had enjoyed th e  personal p ro tec tio n  o f Drew’s
regim ent while i t  e x is te d , and now the  P rin c ip a l Chief "v o lu n ta rily  and o f
h is  own accord sen t to  the  o f f ic e rs  conmanding th e  Union fo r  deliverance
and th e  e sco rt of about one hundred and f i f t y  Ih ion  so ld ie rs  were h a iled  
57w ith joy ."  Ross had made plans to  su rrender as soon as Weer appeared
r o
su c ce ss fu l, and he refused to  encourage Cherokees to  r e s i s t  the  federa l
^^Thomas C. Hindman to  S. Cooper, 19 June 1862, ib id . , 40.
5 3 lb id ., 42.
^ \ i l l i a m  Weer to  Thomas Moonlight, 6 Ju ly  1862, ib id . , 138.
^^William Weer to  Thomas M o o n li^ t, 16 Ju ly  1862, ib id , , 160.
G. Coffin to  John Ross, 16 June 1862, C.N.P. ; William Weer 
to  Thomas Moonlight, 13 June 1862, O.R., 1 , X III, 431.
^^Sarah F. S taples testim ony, 1878, H argett C ollection .
^S tephen Foreman Jou rna l, 7 Ju ly  1862, 9 Ju ly  1862, in  Faulkner, 
"The L ife  and Times o f  Stephen Foreman," 90-95.
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59am y and " re jo iced  th a t  he was a rre s te d ."  According to  w itnesses of th e  
su rrender, Ross had only jo ined th e  South in  o rder to  avoid m ilita ry  ac­
tio n  ag a in st h is  people by Watie and McCulloch. Shortly  a f te r  h is  v ic to ry , 
however, Weer was a rre s ted  and th e  ej® edition, w ith John Ross and the  
Cherokee tre a su ry , re tre a te d  in to  Kansas.
Despite defeats a t  th e  hands o f fé d é ra is , Watie again co n tro lled  
the  n a tio n , bu t i t  was no longer un ited . R oss's departure poured cement 
in to  the  fa c tio n a l f is s u re ,  and as i t  hardened a vicious war o f r e t r i -  
b u ticn , ambush murder, and te r r o r  erupted. Federal Cherokees " in fe s te d  
th e  upper p a r t  o f the  Cherokee country, carrying on a g u e r i l la  war and 
committing numberless a trocious outrages. Houses were burned, f ie ld s  la id  
w aste, and wonen and ch ild ren  massacred by these  m erciless savages."
Equally v a lid  accusations a ssa ile d  Confederate Cherokees, and to  compli­
ca te  m atters many Negroes, freed  by th e  advancing Union fo rce , began
62"s te a lin g  property  ind iscrim inate ly" and c rea tin g  havoc. F r i^ te n e d  
c iv il ia n s  abandoned the  nation : Southerners to  Arkansas o r  Texas; North­
erners to  Kansas. The exodus l e f t  th e  na ticn  nearly  deserted  except fo r  
passing scouts and a few stubborn c it iz e n s .
Ihe n a ticn  needed a government and s t a b i l i ty .  Consequently, 
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P rinc ipa l Chief; two weeks l a t e r ,  a f te r  some ass is tan ce  frcm Confederate 
o f f ic e r s , Watie issued  a  proclamation to  h is  people urging them to  re tu rn  
to  t h e i r  homes and promising them protection.® ^
WatLe t r ie d  to  f u l f i l l  th is  prem ise, b u t a f t e r  a b a t t l e  a t  Fort 
Wayne (October 22, 1862), he abandoned th e  no rtheastern  Indian  country and 
simply t r ie d  to  feed h is  people. The s i tu a tio n  was dism al, th e  prospects 
drab as Watie addressed a  grand council o f delegates frcm th e  t r ib e s  of 
the  t e r r i to r y  assembled a t  Armstrong Acadeny cn November 1 , 1862. He de­
clared  th a t  previously  he had feared th e  South m i^rt lo se  th e  war, but he 
was increasing ly  confident th a t  v ic to ry  was ahead, and ih a t  they could do 
th e i r  p a r t  in  winning th e  war even without Confederate a s s i s t a n c e . H e  
pleaded fo r  "unity" and "obedience to  the  e m e s t demands o f  our country." 
S t i l l  more, he urged them "not [ to ]  fo rg e t the  magnitude o f th e  c o n te s t, 
nor the  im portant r e s u l ts  a t  s tak e . I f  we lo se , e x ile  and sorrow , o r  
slavery  and shame w il l  be ours. I f  we win, we w ill  dwell as freemen upon 
our own s o i l  by th e  graves o f  our departed people, bu t we cannot lo se , i f  
we do our vhole duty."^^ He then ca lled  fo r  h is  so ld ie rs  to  accept army 
d isc ip lin e  and a sse rted  th a t  death fo r  th e i r  cause was never death " in  
vain."®^
R etreating  to  Indian T e rrito ry , a f te r  a  sm all venture in to  Ar­
kansas, W atie 's command s p l i t  in to  sm all p a r tie s  throughout th e  region in
®®Proclama'tion o f Stand W atie, V ertica l F i le ,  Cherokee, C iv il 
War, Oklahoma S ta te  H is to r ic a l S œ ie ty .
®"^Address o f  Stand W atie, rep rin ted  in  Anderson, Stand W atie, 57. 




th e  w in ter mon1±is (1862-1863) to  more e a s i ly  surv ive and to  observe eneny 
novements. A fter a  year o f successive d e fe a ts , Watie was d isc o iso la te .
His a n y  was b a tte re d ; h is  n a tio n  was irrep a ra b ly  div ided; h is  people were 
b i t t e r ly  engaged in  f r a t r i c id a l  w arfare; h is  so ld ie rs  had f o u ^ t  and must 
continue to  f i ^ t  w ith n e ith e r  supp lies nor finances frcm a  bankrupt Con­
federacy. His c iv i l ia n  popu lation , la rg e ly  e x ile d , s trugg led  to  e x is t .
His homeland was a dismal scene o f  d estru c tio n  and deso la tion .
The f i r s t  y ea r o f ac tu a l w arfare was decisive  in  Indian T errito ry . 
A fter Pea Ridge, most Confederate generals refused  to  wage anything but 
defensive w arfare. Indecision  and unconcern l e f t  Indians exposed to  the 
eneïïy and allowed th e  North to  unleash enough men to  overwheln "Ore sm all 
band o f Indian so ld ie rs . John R oss 's defec ticn  deprived Confederate Cher- 
ckees o f th e  n a tio n a l trea su ry  and supplied numbers o f so ld ie rs  fo r  1iie 
Northern army which subsequently occupied th e  Cherokee N ation. A fte r the  
B a ttle  o f F o rt Wayne, féd é ra is  co n tro lled  "the a rea  north  o f  th e  Arkansas 
R iver, and a l th o u ^  Watie ra ided  a t  w i l l ,  he never again could con tro l 
th e  area. John Ross re ta in ed  th e  lo y a lty  o f  Union Cherokees, who s t i l l  
considered him P rin c ip a l C hief, b u t he sought refuge in  the  E ast (P h ila­
delphia and Washington) and was unable to  do much fo r  h is  people. The 
P rinc ipa l Chief fo r  Confederate Cherokees, Stand W atie, proved him self 
a  capable commander in  th e  f i e ld  and by h is  example gave h is  people the  
(garn ie  leadersh ip  necessary fo r  su rv iv a l. And th e  war was by th i s  tim e 
no longer anything bu t a s tru g g le  fo r  su rv iv a l.
CHAPTER XVI 
A BLOOD-BOUGHT CONCORD
I t  i s  a  shallow v ic to ry  which leaves a p ro s tra te  people.
—Charles A. Lindbergh
To love a l l  mankind a  cheerfu l s ta te  o f being i s  r e ­
qu ired ; but to  see in to  mankind, in to  l i f e ,  and s t i l l  
more in to  ou rse lves, su ffe rin g  i s  r e q u is i te .
—Jean Paul ^ c h t e r
For the  w ar's  d u ra tio n , follow ers o f both Watie and Ross strugg led  
to  keep a liv e . Watie could haress th e  féd é ra is  and p illa g e  th e i r  t e r r i ­
to ry , b u t h is  people desperately  needed su p p lies . Land dessica ted  by two 
years o f  drought produced l i t t l e  g ra in , and th e  labo re rs were few who 
could reap what was sown.^ Southern generals t r i e d  to  supply refugees 
c lu s te red  near th e  Red R iver, bu t they had l i t t l e  enough food fo r  t h e i r  
own troops. With sparse  supp lies and few male lab o re rs , women and c h il­
dren waged t h e i r  oi\m war ag a in st d ea th 's  haunting sp e c tre . Union Chero­
kees, p a r t ic u la r ly  those s t i l l  in  th e  n a tio n , fa red  somewhat b e t t e r ,  but
even a  resourcefu l Union commander adm itted th a t  he had not " h a lf  enough
2
food to  do th e  people now in  the  N ation." Yet Union Cherokees had an' 
opulent benefactor—th e  United S ta te s ; Southern Cherokees, aside from th e  
fa l te r in g  Confederacy, stood alone.
^S. S. S co tt to  James A. Seddcn, 12 Jan. 1863, O .R ,, U, I I ,  352.
A. P h il l ip s  to. Samuel C u rtis , 19 Jan . 1863, O.R., 1 , XXII,
i i ,  61.
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Concern fo r  h is  people, even as he planned h is  m ilita ry  campaign, 
forced Watie to  undoubtedly hope, along w ith h is  nephew, E. C. Boudinot, 
fo r  "an ea rly  peace." But th a t  peace must guarantee independence from 
th e  United S ta tes and Jchn Ross, From h is  camp on the  Canadian R iver, 
Watie attempted to  cross th e  Arkansas and d isperse  a conventLcn of Union 
Cherokees a t  Cowskin P ra ir ie  (ca lled  to  repud ia te  th e  secession  ordinance 
o f October 7, 1861), but a Ih ion force  rep e lled  him,*^ Ross people met on 
February 4 , 1863, and a f t e r  a two-week convention in  co ld , snowy weather 
organized a  Union government, outlawed Confederate Cherokee lead ers , re ­
pudiated the  Confederate t r e a ty ,  declared slavery  abolished in  the  n a tio n , 
and sen t a rep resen ta tiv e  to  Wasliington, ̂
Supporting th e  Ross people north of th e  Arkansas, Colonel William 
A, P h illip s  and h is  fed e ra l army moved d ec is iv e ly . Northern refugees con­
verged upon F ort Gibson, and he moved h is  la rg e  force through th e  n a tio n , 
co llec ted  s to ck , reoccupied Gibson, and e ffe c tiv e ly  cleared  Confederates 
from the north bank of th e  Arkansas—though they remained entrenched on 
th e  south bank and co n tro lled  the  fo rds.^  Assassins te r ro r iz e d  the  na tio n ,
7
and good men, on both s id e s , died a t  th e i r  hands. As h is  men captured
% . C. Boudinot to  Stand Watie, 23 Jan. 1863, C.M.P.
u
Douglas Cooper t o  T. C. Hindman, 8 Jan. 1863, O .R., 1 , XXII, i i ,  
770; Vim, A. P h illip s  to  Samuel C u rtis , 29 Jan. 1863, ib idT , 85.
^Wm. A. P h illip s  to  Samuel R. C u rtis , 4 Feb. 1863, ib id . , 97;
Act o f  th e  N ational Council of the  Cherokee N ation, 19 Feb. 'lÔé3, V ertica l 
F i le ,  C iv il War, Indian A rchives, O.S.H.S.; Act Revoking Treaty o f Oct.
7, 1861, 18 Feb. 1863, C.N.P.
®Wm. A. P h illip s  t o  James B lunt, 2 A pril 1863, O.R., 1 , X II, i i ,  
810; Wm. A. P h ill ip s  to  James B lunt, 12 A pril 1863, ib iï ï . , 211-212.
^W. D. Poison to  Sarah Watie, 10 April 1863, C.N.P.
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The Cherokee N ation, P h il l ip s  propagandized. His benevolent trea tm ent o f 
Lhion c iv il ia n s  was lu c id ly  con trasted  against th e  misery o f Southern peo­
p le  w ithout any government a ss is tan ce . With 3,000 tro o p s , P h il l ip s  had 
l i t t l e  d if f ic u l ty  north  o f  "the Arkansas, and h is  men c a rr ie d  c irc u la rs  o f­
fe ring  rebe ls  peace and supp lies i f  they abandoned th e  c o n f l ic t ,  D isaf-
0
fec tio n  in fec ted  Cherokee s o ld ie r s ,  and B rigad ier General William
S te e le ’s s tra te g y , " to  keep th e  enemy a t  a  d istance frcm th e  g ran ie rie s  
9o f Texas," warmed few Confederate Ind ians ' h e a r ts .
To counteract mounting d isa ffe c tio n , as w ell as to  conduct the 
n a tio n 's  business, Watie c a lle d  a  convention o f h is  N ational Council, Re­
p resen ta tives assembled a t  Webber's F a lls  on A pril 24, 1863,^^ b u t Union 
so ld ie rs  su rp rised  and dispersed the  rebe ls  before th e  assembly o f f ic ia l ly  
opened,
Confederate Indians dreamed o f capturing Fort Gibson, but most o f 
them thought a d ire c t  a s sa u lt  upon the  f o r t 's  s to u t w alls unwise. Cooper 
and Watie harassed  supply rou tes and waged a war o f a t t r i t i o n  as they 
t r ie d  to  sever communicatioris and sta rv e  th e  féd éra is  in to  subm ission, but 
th e i r  own s ta rv in g  refugees became the  main to p ic  of d iscussion  and le g is ­
la tio n  a t  the  General Convention o f Southern Cherokees from May 22 to  June 
1 , 1863, Death had depleted th e  co u n c il's  membership, and Watie appointed 
new delegates. Many m atters were cared fo r ,  bu t th e  c o u n c il 's  most
8 j, A, Scales to  W, P, Adair, 12 / ^ r i l  1863, 0 ,R ,, 1 , XXII, i i ,
822.
%fci. S e t tle  to  Louis T, Wigf a l l , 15 A pril 1863, ib id , , 820,
^^Wiley B ritto n , The l&iion Indian Brigade in  th e  C iv il War (Kansas 
C iiy , 1922), 220-222.
^^m. A, Phillips to  Samuel R, Curtis, 26 % iril 1863, O.R,, 1,
XXII, i ,  314,
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s ig n if ic a n t enactment authorized Watie to  appoint a coranissioner to  care
12 13fo r  th e  refugees, and he p raap tly  conplied.
Even as the  council met, W atie 's men roamed north  o f th e  Arkansas.
Encouraged by some successfu l r a id s , Watie urged a  major expedition
ag ain st P h i l l ip s ,  bu t Confederate generals re je c te d  any venture whose
fa i lu re  would endanger Texas. Watie fa i le d  to  capture a iM on supply
t r a in  a t  Cabin Creek (Ju ly  2, 1863), bu t he lo s t  nothing bu t h is  f a i th
m
in  the "g rea t Generals a t  Port Smith" who f a i le d  to  a s s i s t  him.
A fter th e  Cabin Creek sk irm ish , Watie jo ined Cooper’s defensive 
encampment a t  Elk Creek, f i f te e n  m iles south o f th e  Arkansas R iver near 
modem Muskogee. North o f th e  Arkansas, Major General James G. Blunt 
a rriv ed  a t  Fort Gibson and, rec k less ly  d isdaining orders to  r e t r e a t  from 
the  Arkansas, determined to  a ttac k  Cooper. He overcame the  Confederates 
in  the  B a ttle  o f Honey Springs (Ju ly  17, 1863).^^ Though h is  men were in  
th e  b a t t l e , S t a n d  Watie had no p a rt  in  th e  c o n f l ic t .
Could Watie have aided the  Confederates, th e  South could have used 
him. Honey Springs was "the g re a te s t  b a t t l e  fought in  the  Ind ian  T err ito ry
12Minutes o f  the  General Convention, 22 May-June 1863, V ertica l 
F i le ,  Cherokee, C iv il War, Indian Archives, Oklahoma S ta te  H is to r ic a l So­
c ie ty .
13Joseph M artin agreement w ith Stand W atie, O ff ic ia l  Documents of 
the  Indians in  th e  C iv il War, MSS D ivision , U niversity  o f Oklahoma.
^*^Stand Wattle to  S a lly  W atie, 12 Ju ly  1863, H argett C ollection .
James Blunt to  Abraham Lincoln, 24 Sept. 1863, O .R ., 1 , L III ,
572; W. A. P h il l ip s  to  James B lunt, 7 Ju ly  1863, 0. R ., 1 , 55(11, i i ,  355;
B. G. Duval to  W. L. C abell, 10 Ju ly  1863, i b i d . , 916-917; James Blunt
to  John M. S chofield , 26 Ju ly  1863, O .R., 1 , kX ll, i ,  447,
^^General Orders No. 25, 14 Ju ly  1863, O .R., 1 , XXII, i ,  461.
IVD. H. Cooper to  James M. Bell, 24 Sept. 1863, C.N.P.
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1 8during th e  w ar." Ih lik e  Pea Ridge, i t  did n o t a l t e r  th e  s tra teg y  o f  th e  
war in  "the West o r in  Indian  T e rr ito iy , b u t i t  undeniably a ffec ted  the 
t e r r i to r y  and th e  Southern Indians. Before the  b a t t l e  a’ chance to  d is ­
lodge féd é ra is  frcm Gibson and the  Cherokee Nation e x is te d ; a f te r  the  b a t­
t l e  w hite Confederate troops withdrew frcm th e  Indian country and general 
o f f ic e rs  d id  no t contemplate offensive warfare fo r  over a year. Soulhem 
w arriors now despaired and could only b a t t le  on because o f d ie-hard  loy­
a lty  o r  f e a r  o f  re tr ib u tio n  frcm th e  United S ta te s . More than ever th e  
war in  Indian  T errito ry  became one o f p a rtisa n  w arfare w ith iso la te d  ra id s  
which shredded th e  region l ik e  wood in  a chipper bu t could never secure 
i t .  When Mrs. Watie heard rumors o f th e  d e fe a t, she wrote h e r husband 
and poignantly  expressed the  depth o f discouragement which plagued the  
Indian ooraraunity; "I wish i t  was over with."^®
Watde too  wished i t  was over, bu t he could no t s ta te  i t  q u ite  so 
simply. He p ro tes ted  to  S. S. S c o tt, th e  Ccmmissioner o f  Indian A ffa irs , 
th a t  th e  Confederacy had fa i le d  to  supply Indian tro o p s , th a t  h is  men had 
been f a i th f u l  s o ld ie r s , and th a t  white ccmmanders refused  to  accept h is
suggestions and mount a  campaign aga in st th e  Fédérais no rth  o f th e  Ark-
20ansas. Grievances subm itted , Watie asked fo r  he lp  in  feeding refugees,
ca lled  fo r  decisive  ac tio n  and reaffirm ed h is  lo y a lty  to  th e  South and 
h is  people.
X8Angie Debo, The Road to  Disappearance (Norman, 1941), 155.
iq
Sar#i Watie to  Stand W atie, 28 Ju ly  1863, C.N.P,
20Stand Watie to  S. S. Scott, 8 Aug. 1863, O.R., 1, XXII, i i ,  1104.
^^Ib id ., 1105.
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The same time he penned the  l e t t e r  to  S c o tt, Watie wrote to  E,
Kirby Smilh and the  ch ie fs o f th e  f iv e  C iv ilized  T ribes. Although th e
emphasis a lte re d , the  message was th e  same. He deplored th e  p ro cra s tin a -
t ic n  of Confederate o f f ic ia ls  and declared th a t  only "the pcwer o f th e
Indians u nassisted , bu t un ited  and determined," could "hold th e i r  country,"
22and rep e l "the Kansas jayhawkers, renegade Ind ians, and runaway negroes," 
Grasping fo r  a lo y a lty  more v isc e ra l than Southern p a trio tism , Watie c a lle d  
fo r  a down-trodden race to  e levate  i t s e l f  and w itness to  the  world th a t  i t  
was not a t  a l l  in f e r io r  and could care fo r  i t s e l f .  And such appeals ra re ly  
go unheard, fo r  h is  Creek a l l ie s  a sse rted  th a t  1hey would defend th e i r  land 
and honor.
But Indian w arfare had to  be waged on Indian term s, Thou^ Watie 
denounced p a rtisan  ra id s  fo r  plunder, he could do l i t t l e  b e t te r .  During th e  
summer o f 1863, he "entered  th e  te r r i to r y  in  th ree  d if fe re n t ra id s  and 
drove women in to  Fort Gibson, took everything he could r id e , o r d riv e , o r  
carr^^ o f f ,  and destroyed th e i r  crops, and prevented th e  tending of every­
th in g  p l a n t e d . C o n t i n u i n g ,  th e  Union Indian Agent sa id  th a t  Watie, w ith 
700 "ragam uffins, was perm itted to  rob a t  w il l  over th e  whole t e r r i to r y .  I f
anything was l e f t  by W aitie , i t  has no t been found, And Watie found
26plenteous sp o ils  since  abundant crops had grown in  th e  area .
22stand Watie to  Governor o f Creek N ation, 9 Aug. 1863, ib id .
C.N.P.
i i ,  356.
oo
Moty Kennard and D. W, McIntosh to  Stand W atie, 16 Aug. 1863,
24
Ju s tin  Harlan to  W, G, C offin , 8 Aug, 1863, R .C .I.A ,, 1863, 332. 
^^Ib id ,
A, Phillips to  James G, Blunt, 7 June 1863, O.R., 1, XXII,
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Throughout September and October, 1863, th e re  was l i t t l e  conse­
q u en tia l m ili ta ry  a c t iv i ty  in  th e  Indian T e rrito ry . General S teele  wan­
dered about a im less ly , quarreled  with Indian o f f ic e r s ,  disparaged Indian 
tro o p s , and seemingly courted d isfavor. Watie acted  on h is  own and led  a
scout "o f Cherokees, Creeks, Chickasaws and white vagabonds and Border 
97Ruffians" in  a demonstration aga in st Fort Gibson, a rro g an tly  passing 
only f iv e  m iles from th e  fo r t .^ ^  At Park H ill  he burned "Bie b e a u tifu l, 
tw o-story mansion o f  John Ross, Rose Cottage, and h is  men k i l le d  W atie’s 
o ld  F riend , Ancfy Nave, when he refused to  su rrender; fo r  t h i s  Watie
29grieved since  "he used to  be q u ite  fr ien d ly  towards me befo re  the  war."
But such was th e  p rice  o f war.
V/hile Watie ravaged th e  fed e ra l country, S tee le  withdrew h is  troops 
to  Texas ra th e r  than  r i s k  reb e llio n  during w in ter months in  Indian T erri­
to ry . As Texans departed , Watie urged Indians to  defend them selves. When 
th e  Grand Council o f Indian nations assembled a t  Armstrong Academy in  
e a rly  November, 1863, he sen t an address. He denounced those  who would 
d iscard  th e i r  arms simply because the  Confederacy could n o t meet tre a ty
s t ip u la tio n s  and contended th a t  they could n o t, "w ithout s a c r if ic in g  our
30honor, abandon th is  c o n te s t."  Loyalty to  th e  Confederacy, which he be­
lieved  would a id  them once i t  recognized 1he Indian s i tu a t io n ,  was in seper- 
ably linked  w ith personal honor. Yet even i f  th e  South could never a id
^^Thomas F. Andersen to  Sarah W atie, 27 Oct. 1863, C.N.P.
2 8A. G. P rocto r to  William G. C offin , 28 Nov. 1863, R .C .I.A ,, 1863,
340.
1863, C.N.P.
^^Stand Watie to  Sarah W atie, 12 Nov. 1863, C.N.P.
on
Stand Watie's Address to  the Grand Council Assembled, 12 Nov.
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them, they  must f ig h t  alone, fo r  he a sse rted  th a t  un ited  Indians could
regain  t h e i r  lo s t  t e r r i to r y :  " I f e e l  i t !  I  know i t !  I  know what brave
31
nen can do when un ited  fo r  common purpose." M aintaining th e  Ind ians '
re sp o n s ib ility  was to  defend t h e i r  homes, he appealed, l ik e  a  s k i l l f u l
rh e to r ic ia n , to  t h e i r  pride and asked what fu tu re  h is to r ia n s , w riting
about th e  c o n f l ic t ,  would say about Indian  va lo r i f  "they were a f ra id  to
32meet the  eneny s in g le  handed," Hoping th a t  h is to ry  would "cause your
33children" to  remember the  war e f f o r t  vdth "joyous pride.," he urged them
to  un ite  and f ig h t  u n t i l  v ic to ry  was won.
Though n o t as robust as he cnce had been, Watie increased  h is  ex-
34e rtio n s  to  a id  and r a l ly  h is  people. He was weary o f war. Mow f i f t y -  
seven years o ld , he longed fo r  peace, bu t i t  could not be a peace in  hu­
m ilia tio n  fo r  he was a proud man. Nor would he accept donination and re ­
tr ib u tio n  from th e  Ross fac tio n  ; he resolved to  f ig h t on.
As he fought, hopes fo r  Confederate independence in  Indian country 
l i f t e d  lik e  k i te s  on a  s t i f f  March breeze as a c t iv i ty  renewed in  1864, A
new d i s t r i c t  canmander. B rigadier General Samuel B, Maxey, was appointed
35on December 11, 1863, and assuired canmand twelve days l a t e r .  He was 
p a r t ia l ly  responsib le  fo r  th e  new s p i r i t  in  th e  t e r r i to r y .  For the  f i r s t  
tim e in  th e  war an aggressive general was in  charge who wanted to  drive 




34Ŝarah Watie to  Stand W atie, 12 Dec. 1863, C.N.P,
35 S, S. Scott to  James A. Seddon, 23 Aug, 1864, O.R,, 1, XLI, i i ,
1078,
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With Maxey's  approbation, Watie marched north  toward th e  swollen 
Arkansas R iver, whose tu rg id  w aters now perm itted  steamboat t r a v e l  between 
fo r ts  Gibson and Sm itr. With a r t i l l e r y  in  tow, he proceeded to  Pheasant 
B lu ff, on th e  south shore o f the  Arkansas R iver fiv e  m iles below th e  mouth 
o f  the  Canadian, where th e  r iv e r  made a bend and gave th e  b lu f f  a command­
ing p o s itic n . Secluded in  the  underbrush, the  men a^rjaited a v ic tim . On 
June 15, th e  J .  R, Williams steamed slowly th r o u ^  th e  murky r iv e r .  I t  
was suddenly raked by a  vicious c ro s s - f i r e .  A r ti l le ry  s h e l ls  punctured 
th e  steam b o i le r  and smoke s tack . Union troops found no ta r g e t  except 
th e  blank-faced b lu f f  and i t s  snarled  fo lia g e  so  they abandoned th e  sh ip ,
which pronptly ran  aground—where grasping reb e ls  looted i t .  With a
37p rize  worth $120,000 before them, many Indians gathered a l l  they could 
carry  and sc a tte re d  fo r  home w ith f lo u r ,  bacon, and tinw are. Aside from 
happier Ind ians, perhaps th e  b a t t l e 's  most s ig n if ic a n t  aspec t was th e  au­
dacity  o f Watie to  successfu lly  employ cavalry against a  steam boat.
Such e x p lo its ,  p a r tic u la r ly  in  a  v ic to ry -sta rv ed  Confederacy, mer­
i te d  celebratL cn, and General Maxey even t r ie d  to  gam er seme o f  th e  c re d it
s ^ i n g  th a t  he was glad "the  co lonel has so ea rly  given evidence o f  th e
. . 38correctness o f  ny recommendation o f  him fo r  p ronoticn ." Maæy, as w ell
as W atie, was ev iden tly  unaware a t  th is  time th a t  Watie had been made a 
b rig a d ie r  general (the  only Indian to  achieve th is  rank in  th e  war) more 
than a  month befo re .
^^Stand Watie to  Douglas Cooper, 17 June 1864, O .R., 1 , XXXIV, i ,  
1012; D. H. Cooper to  T. M. S c o tt, 17 June 1864, ib id . , 1011-1012.
37E. E. Dale, "Ihe Cherokees in  th e  Confederacy," The Journal o f 
Southern H is to ry , X III (May 1947), 136.
38s. B. Maxey to  W. R. Boggs, 20 June 1864, O.R., 1, XXXIV, iv ,
686.
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39W atie 's men, "as tru e  as th e  needle to  th e  north  s ta r ,"  bravely
40
stayed w ith th e i r  leader and e n lis te d  fo r  th e  duration  o f th e  war. Civ­
i l i a n  Cherokees, however, were le ss  loyal and grumbled about th e i r  needs
and a f f l ic t io n s  so  much th a t  Mrs. Watie thought th e  nation  was "bound to  
4-1go to  the  dogs."
His peop le 's needs and the  p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  th e  Confederacy would 
d e se rt th e  Indians weighed lik e  a rock upon W atie 's h e a rt as he prepared 
an address to  th e  General Counoil o f th e  Cherokee Nation. A deepened re ­
lig io u s  conviction , a lso  apparent in  fam ily l e t t e r s ,  evidenced i t s e l f ,  fo r  
he confessed th a t  they needed " th a t wisdom and guidance w ithout which hu­
man e f fo r ts  a re  powerless and human ca lcu la tio n s  vain."^^ M aintaining th e  
p a tte rn  o f e a r l i e r  speeches to  h is  people, Watie b r ie f ly  reviewed the  
d isastrous course of war and emphasized th a t  th e  "country ly ing  north  o f  
the  Arkansas River was wrested from us by overwhelming numbers, and our
wonen and ch ild ren  forced to  f le e  from th e  m erciless t r a i to r s  who had
4*3sworn w ith ourselves to  p ro tec t them from th e  common enemy." S triv in g  
fo r  optimism lik e  a captain  of a l i s t in g  v e sse l, he reported  Confederate 
v ic to r ie s  throughout the  South, exalted  t h e i r  commander-in-chief, and 
urged Indians to  believe in  an u ltim ate  v i c t o r y . T h e  council followed 
h is  suggestion , passed an a c t  of conscrip tion , and, with ty p ic a l Cherokee
B. Maxey c irc u la r , 28 June 1864, O .R,, 1 , XXXIV, iv ,  1013.
40Resolution fo r  Cherokee R e-enlistm ent, 27 June 1864, ib id .
^ ^ a ra h  Watie to  Stand Watie, 12 June 1864, C.N.P.




œ ncem  fo r  c h ild re n 's  education , e s tab lish ed  f iv e  schools n ear th e  r e -  
45
fugee depots.
North o f  the  Arkansas, féd é ra is  had problems o f  t h e i r  own. Colonel
William P h i l l ip s , whose devotion to  th e  Indians made him unpopular w ith
c a t t l e  th iev es and avaricious supply co n trac to rs , was re liev ed  o f  h is  con-
46mand a t  F o rt Gibson fo r  a tim e. A fte r h is  departure., Gibson became a 
cesspool o f  specu la tion  and fraud . Such organized in iq u ity  was a gnawing 
hookworm which v i t ia te d  Union s tre n g th , and Watie had a ra re  opportunity 
to  re -cap tu re  h is  homeland. Cooper was so confident th a t  an a tta c k  on
47
Gibson would succeed th a t  he contemplated storming the  fo r t i f ic a t io n s .
Rather than  d ire c tly  a s sa u lt  th e  f o r t .  Cooper se n t troops north  
to  in te rc e p t a supply t r a in .  On September 19, 1864, Watie and a Confeder­
a te  column met th e  Union t r a in  a t  Cabin Creek, routed i t s  guard ians, and 
co llec ted  needed booty. With over 100 captured wagons, abundant food and
h Q
c lo th in g , th e  reb e ls  f e l t  th e  t h r i l l  o f  conquest. General Maxey boasted
th e re  had "not been a  more daring o r  successfu l ra id  according to  s iz e
during th e  whole war, and th e  o f f ic e rs  and men engaged are  e n t i t le d  to  the
49thanks o f th e  country ." I t  was W atie 's most s ig n if ic a n t  m ili ta ry  
achievement; i t  was a lso  h is  l a s t  im portant engagement.
^^Acts o f  the  N ational Council, 18, 20 Ju ly  1864, Cherokee Nation— 
T riba l O ffice rs .
46Special Order No. 117, issued  by J .  M. Ihayer, O .R ., 1 , XLI, i i ,  
476; Smith C h ris tie  to  John Ross, 19 Aug. 1864, C.N.P.
47D. H. Cooper t r  [S. B. Maxey], 7 Sept. 1864, O .R ., 1 , XLI, i i i ,
931.
48
Stand Watie t o  D. H, Cooper, 19 Sept. 1864, O .R ., 1 , XLI, i ,  783; 
Richard M, Gano to  D. H. Cooper, 29 Sept. 1864, i b i d . , 7ÏÏ1.
49S. B, Maxey to  W. R, Boggs, 30 Sept. 1864, ib id . , 778.
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Watie spen t "the w in ter and sp ring  o f 1865 aw aiting th e  w ar's  con­
c lu sion . Schemes were form ulated, dreams and v isions were conjured in  
despera tion , b u t ac tio n  languished. Confederate General Robert E. Lee 
surrendered on ^ r i l  9 , 1865, bu t i f  Indians knew o f  th e  c ap itu la tio n  they 
could only aw ait orders from t h e i r  su p e rio rs . Cooper urged a  s t r i c t l y  de­
fensive ac tio n  u n t i l  something was learned , bu t to  avoid confusion Watie 
decided to  furlough most o f h i s  w hite so ld ie rs  before they  helped "Ihem- 
sleves to  the  pub lic  property .
By na*7 th e  Confederacy was defunct. A. C. Matthews en tered  Indian 
T e rrito ry  to  neg o tia te  a t r e a ty  w ith th e  only portion  o f th e  Confederacy 
y e t  in  a c tiv e  re b e llio n  and arranged to  meet Watie and o th e r  Indian  lead­
e rs  twelve m iles west o f Doaksv i l l e . On June 23, Watie met fed e ra l com­
m issioners and surrendered—th e  l a s t  Confederate general to  do so . The 
c a p itu la tio n  agreement provided fo r  th e  cessation  o f h o s t i l i t i e s ,  th e  re ­
tu rn  o f  th e  Indians to  peaceful endeavours, and th e  p ro tec tio n  o f  former 
reb e ls  by tdie United S ta tes ag a in st any re tr ib u tio n  frcm t h e i r  enemies.
The agreement was to  be o f f i c i a l  u n t i l  a  meeting a t  Armstrong Acadeny in
52September could arrange a  conclusive peace se ttlem en t.
As Cherokees re tu rned  to  t h e i r  homeland, they viewed a b arren ,
wasted, deso late  land. War had ravished 1he cnce-prosperous f ie ld s ;  4,000
53Southern refugees had liv ed  in  e x ile ;  and many reb e l so ld ie rs  h e s ita te d
Stand Watie to  Sarah W atie, 27 June 1865, Stand Watie Papers, 
N ortheastern  S ta te  College.
^^A, C. Matthews and W. H. Vance to  Stand W atie, 19 June 1865,
C.N.P.
^^Stand Watie to  W. P. Adair and J .  M. B e ll, 29 June 1865, C.N.P, 
53W. P. Adair and J .  M. B ell to  J .  C. Veatoh, 20 Ju ly  1865, O.R.
1 , XLVIII, i i ,  1102.
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to  re tu rn  to  t h e i r  hones and face re ta lia tion ,^*^  But Cherokees had no 
reason to  f e a r  one another any longer, fo r  th e  feud had been s tru ck  a 
m ortal blow by th e  war. Botii fac tio n s  had to  re tu rn  to  a  p ro s tra te  land 
and to  problems in  cornnon which demanded rec o n c ilia tio n .
During the  war c a t t le  th ieves and speculators had fre e ly  operated 
and p ira te d  most Cherokee c a t t le  and possessions northward. What c a t t le  
th iev es overlooked, reb e l ra id e rs  dragged south. A fed e ra l Indian agent 
estim ated th a t  Northern th ieves had e a s i ly  t r ip le d  th e  amount confisca ted  
by Confederate r a i d e r s , f o r  an estim ated  300,000 c a t t le  were s t o l e n . ' 
Only "chimney monurrents" showed "where once the  happy fam ilies enjcyed do­
m estic ease and tra n q u i l i ty ,"  fo r  " th e i r  country i s  one v ast scene o f des­
o la tio n  ; houses burned, trea su ry  robbed, fences and a g r ic u ltu ra l  imple­
ments destroyed, c a t t le  s to le n , and th e i r  former f ie ld s  overgrown with 
57weeds." The country, a  w itness s a id ,  was in  worse condition in  1866
C O
than i t  was when Cherokees a rriv ed  in  1838. Estim ates o f Cherokee cas­
u a l t ie s  vary vzidely, bu t W. P. Adair’s  statem ent th a t  th e  population was 
depleted f i f t y  per cent^^ i s  n o t, p a r t ic u la r ly  fo r  Southern Cherokees, ex­
aggerated unduly. Death th r o u ^  murder, b a t t l e ,  and p a r t ic u la r ly  th r o u ^  
famine and d isease  had been commonplace and expected. An e s s e n tia lly
^*^James L. B u tler to  Stand W atie, 13 July  1865, C.N.P.
SSj. Harlan to  E. S e l ls ,  1 Oct. 1865, R .C .I.A ., 1865, 286.
^^E lijah  S e lls  to  D. N. Cooly, 16 Oct. 1865, ib id . , 253,
^^ Ib id . , 353-354.
58R. L. F ite  sta tem ent, Indian Pioneer H isto ry , I I ,  35.
^^William Penn A dair, "The Indian  T errito ry  in  1878," The Chron- 
ic le s  o f Oklahoma, IV (Sept. 1926), 265.
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sense less c o n f l ic t  had brought th e  Cherokee Nation to  i t s  knees > b u t i t s  
c o n tr itio n  wrought a  fa l te r in g  bu t enduring redemption.
Yet t h a t  redemption followed another y ear o f  controversy between 
Ross and Watie fac tio n s in  which Cherokees subm itted to  v in d ic tiv e  Recon­
s tru c tio n  p o lic ie s  o f the United S ta te s . These p o lic ie s  fo r  Indian T erri­
to ry  were designed to  punish Confederate Indians' and to  c rea te  new re s e r ­
vations fo r  o th er Indians from th e i r  land. More s ig n if ic a n t:  John Ross
died and Stand Watie r e t i r e d  during th is  period .
To complicate Reocns’tru c tio n , Union Cherokees g rafted  th e i r  own 
animosity onto th e  sev e rity  o f the  United S ta te s . Federal Cherokees had 
confiscated  Southern Cherokees’ property during th e  war and determined to  
keep i t  th e re a f te r .  Thou^ w illin g  to  readm it reb e ls  who begged fo r  par­
don and took a lo y a lty  oath , Union Cherokees barred  o f f ic ia l s  o f th e  Cher­
okee Nation South o r h i^ -ra n k in g  m ilita ry  o f f ic e r s . Like Germans a f te r  
World War I ,  Confederate Cherokees were to  both apologize fo r  th e i r  re ­
b e llio n  and pay fo r  i t s  damages.
Such v ind ic tiveness n a tu ra lly  antagonized ex-Confederates. Though 
many liv e d  in  e x i le ,  they hoped to  re tu rn  even tually  and reclaim  what re ­
mained of t h e i r  homes. Defending such people. Stand W atie’s Southern 
Cherokee government continued to  function and took i t s  case to  the  F o rt 
Smith Council in  September, 1865. Though personally  withdrawing from po­
l i t i c a l  entanglem ents, Watie sen t delegations to  Indian conferences as w ell 
as th e  meeting a t  Fort Smith, and he planned to  go to  Washington to
*̂̂ L^7S o f the  Cherokee N ation, 12 Ju ly  1865. A 1 Nov. 1865 law 
moderated th is  enactment.
^^James L. B u tler to  Stand W atie, 13 Ju ly  1865, C.N.P.
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n eg o tia te  a  peace t r e a ty  d ire c tly  w ith th e  United S ta te s  which would a id
CO
h is  Southern Cherokees.
At F o rt Smith, Indian  delegates from t r ib e s  engaged in  the  C iv il 
War assembled to  t r e a t  w ith th e  United S ta tes de legation  le d  by D. N. 
Cooley, Commissioner o f Indian  A ffa irs . Cooley proposed a  t r e a ty  provid­
ing fo r  peace and amity between a l l  Indians as w ell as behveen Indians and 
the  United S ta te s , th e  permanent a b o litio n  o f  s la v e ry , th e  fo r fe i tu re  of
c e r ta in  Indian  lands, and th e  c re a tio n  of a c e n tra l government to  ru le
63•the en'tdLre t e r r i to r y .
Sou-fhem Cherokees, ha rd ly  acting  the  p a r t  o f  cowering p e n ite n ts ,
bold ly  ob jec ted  to  p a rts  o f  ‘the t r e a ty .  Q-ther Ind ian  delegations a lso
d is lik e d  "the •treaty, and th e  F o rt Smith Council adjourned w ithout f in a l iz -
64ing i t .  John Ross, grieved by h is  w ife ’s recen t death , jo ined  Watie in  
re je c tin g  th e  tz e a ty , b u t he determined to  r e s i s t  W atie’s  proposed d iv i­
sion  o f th e  na tion  to  c rea te  a  haven fo r  Confederate Cherokees.
Ihe  Watie fac tio n  considered coexistence w ith  th e  Ross people im­
p o ss ib le , and i t s  Washington délégation  reso lved , in  th e  w in te r o f 1866,
" to  •treat on th e  b asis  o f sep ara tio n  and on none o th e r. Though Watie 
went t o  Washington, he quickly retzirned home and l e f t  th e  Southern Cherokee
Annie H. Abel, Ihe American Indian under R econstruction 
(Cleveland, 1925), 141-15Ü; 5ÛÔ.
— R3D. N. Cooley Report, 20 Oct. 1865, R .C .I.A ., 1865, 298.
64C. C. Lorrey to  Sarah F. S ta p le r, 4 Aug. 1865, H argeti Collec­
t io n ;  John Ross to  Annie B. Ross, 18 Sept. 1865, Copies o f  Letrters and 
M iscellaneous Documents Regarding Cherokees and Creeks, O .S.H .S.; John 
Ross tx) Annie, 10 Jan. 1866, H argett C ollection .
®^R. F ields e t .  al« to  U. S . ,  Miscellaneous Documents Regarding 
Indian A ffa irs ,  N ortheastern S ta te  College.
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case in  th e  hands o f  h is  kinsmen and f r ie n d s . Though Watie men hoped
fo r  both a  sep ara tio n  o f the  n a ticn  and an eq u itab le  se ttlem en t with th e  
United S ta te s , they  barely  gained a  hearing . They were promised th a t  the  
Ross P a r ty 's  con fisca tion  laws would be void , b u t th e  a c tu a l tre a ty  be­
tween Cherokees and the  United S ta tes  was arranged by Ross people. The 
tre a ty  (Ju ly  19, 1866) imposed a m ilita ry -adm in iste red  Reconstruction upon 
the  Ind ians. Peace was e s tab lish ed , s lavery  was abo lished , Indian l ^ d  
was fo r fe i te d  to  make roan fo r  ad d itio n a l Indian t r ib e s ,  ra i lro a d  r i ^ t s
of way were e s tab lish ed  through th e  t e r r i to r y ,  and a te n ta t iv e  t e r r i t o r i a l
68
government was accepted. Delegates had journeyed to  Washington to  g e t
b e t te r  terms than those  offered  a t  Fort Smith, b u t they accepted the  same
e sse n tia l  p rov isions.
Ihough Cherokees made peace w ith the  United S ta te s , they remained
in te rn a lly  d ivided. Stand Watie s t i l l  commanded Southern Cherokees (most
69of them in  th e  Canadian D is tr ic t)  and John Ross s t i l l  in sp ired  th e  loy­
a lty  o f  h is  follow ers in  th e  summer o f 1866, The aged Ross convalesced 
in  P h ilade lph ia  in  th e  summer, and when he died h is  le s s  ab le  nephew, 
William P. Ross, equally  determined to  suppress opposition , succeeded him.
Ju s t th en , however, an un likely  fig u re  of re c o n c ilia tio n  emerged 
in  th e  na tio n . Missionary Evan Jones, a  veteran  Ross supporte r and a n ti ­
slave p ro tag o n is t, returned to  th e  na tion  a f t e r  th e  war, received
^^Edward E v ere tt Dale and Gaston L itto n , e d s . ,  Cherokee. Cavaliers 
(Norman, 1939), 230-231. ’
K7
Saladin  Watie to  Stand W atie, 24 Ju ly  1866, C .N.P,; E. C. 
Boudinot to  Stand W atie, 25 July  1866, ib id .
G&R.C.I.A., 1866, 11-12.
w. Washboume to  J . A. Scales, 1 June 1866, C.N.P.
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70c itizen sh ip  from th e  g ra te fu l Cherokee government, and in i t i a t e d  a  con­
cordat between follow ers o f  John Ross and supporters o f Stand Watie who 
were reacfy to  u n ite  and bury the  t r i b a l  factionalism . This fa r-s ig h te d
compact created  th e  Union Party which successfu lly  e lec ted  Lewis Downing
71
as P rinc ipa l Chief in  the 1867 e le c t i a i s .  Ih o u ^  th e  old Ross fac tio n
formed the  opposing N ational P a rty , th e  Union Party e ffe c tiv e ly  co n tro lled
72th e  Cherokee Nation th e re a f te r .  By 1867 th e  fac tions were l iv in g  h a r­
moniously and th e  Cherokees un ited  to  r e s i s t  attem pts by th e  United S ta tes
to  force a t e r r i t o r i a l  government upon th e  Indians and by ra ilro a d s  to
73e x p lo it the  country.
Thus th e  fac tiona lism  which began in  1835 h a lted  in  1865, re tre a te d  
in  1866, and disappeared in  1867, I t  r e a l ly  ended when Jdhn Ross expired 
( fo r  no one e ls e  could bind h is  pa rty  together) and when Stand Watie re ­
t i r e d  from pub lic  a f f a i r s  to  devote h im self to  h is  fam ily and th e  regain ­
ing o f  h is  f in an c ia l s t a b i l i ty .  In  many ways both th e  Treaty Party  and 
the  Rcss Party  stim ulated  and perpetuated the  factionalism  which had so in ­
jured  th e i r  n a ticn . In d iv id u a ls , both prominent and obscure, were s e l f is h  
and am bitious, and they declined to  forg ive th e i r  enemies. As lea d e r o f 
th e  n a tio n , John Rcss must shoulder th e  blame fo r  h is  peop le 's  d is tre s se s  
as well as th e  c re d it  fo r  th e i r  a tta inm ents, He faced an in o rd in a te ly  
complex and try in g  dilemma, and perhaps he could have done nothing
"̂ L̂aws of the  Cherokee N aticn , 1839-67, 7 Nov, 1865, 118-119.
71Foreman Jo u rn a l, Nov, 1866, in  Faulkner, "L ife  and Times o f 
Stephen Foreman," 211,
72A rre ll M. Gibson, Oklahoma; A H istory of Five Centuries 
(Norman, 1965), 225,
73Lewis Downing e t ,  a l , , P ro te s t o f  th e  Cherokee Nation Against 
T e r r i to r ia l  Government, ÜTN.P,
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whatsoever to  u n ite  h is  people and pacify  h is  foes . On the  o th e r hand, 
perhaps he could have s a c r if ic e d  him self and h is  possessions and thereby 
saved h is  people manifold t r i a l s .
Launched by th e  unfortunately  in ev itab le  1835 t r e a ty ,  v iv id ly  
punctuated by a ssass in a tio n s in  1839, violence in  1845, and c iv i l  war in  
1860, th e  Ross-Watie c o n f l ic t  la rge ly  explains Cherokee h is to ry  during 
almost th ree  decades a f t e r  th e  removal. Both re la tio n s  w ith th e  United 
S ta tes and th e  n a tio n ’s in te rn a l a f fa ir s  were in t r ic a te ly  k n i t  w ith th e  
tu rb u len t fac tiona lism  which did not end u n t i l  a t  le a s t  1865, Ihou^i 
p o l i t ic a l  r iv a lry  continued a f te r  th e  C iv il War and th e  pivdtaT  1867 e lec - 
t i c n ,  th e  Cherckees ev iden tly  learned one th ing  during th e i r  years o f  su f­
fe rin g  and death: man’s d i f f ic u l t ie s  are  ra re ly  reso lved  through v io lence , 
fo r  re c o n c ilia tio n  follows compromise, c o n tr i t io n , and forg iveness.
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